Peace does have Its cost

As a young man | well remember
awakening at night with a recurrent,
horrible nightmare. | was in a bombed-
out cellar tangled in a spider’s web. |
could hear the sound of boots coming
toward me. In the background there
were bombs and the sounds of war.
These dreams took place during the sec-
ond World War. | eventually grew out of
them, but the fear that often awakened
rmr~gs ever present and very real.

v/jInerica ended World War 1l with
the dropﬁing of an atom bomb, on Ja-
pan. In the years to come, | took part in
scheduled air raid drills and trembled
when the sirens went off. The atomic
age brought projections of widespread
destruction and the real knowledge that
not onl%/ the United States, but a num-
ber of foreign countries had atomic ca-
pabilities.

When | married, | considered not
having children. | felt it might be selfish

Speakin

The Brookhaven Town Board re-
centIP/ revealed a new ethics standard for
all elected officials and the majority of
appointed personnel. We commend the
board for this action, for it puts some
teeth into the existing law and spells out
very carefully the ethical behavior of the
public’s servants.

We were disappointed, however,
that no mention was made of the town
doing business with the families of offi-
cials. John LaMura is the supervisor of
Brookhaven Town. His father-in-law is
Tom Nepell. Tom owns a major insur-
ance agency in the town and is a major
insurer of the town. This insurance is

to bring them into a world that could be
blown up at any second.

Over the years, as we honored our
war dead on Memorial Day, we were
ever aware that although there was rela-
tive calm around the world, if someone
blinked, World War 11l could be started.
The only deterrent was the realization of
leaders that both the Soviet Union and
the United States were equally capable
of destroying each other and the rest of
the world in their quest for dominance.

When Ronald Reagan was elected
President, few placed any hope in his
ability to make peace with the Russians.
Publicly he appeared to be as militant as
the Communist leaders. Whether the re-
sult of prayer, circumstances, or the re-
alization of how close we were to
destruction, Reagan made tremendous
inroads in bridging the wall between the
United States and Russia. ]

Arms agreements were signed which

given to him without bid. This is not
ethical. If the town’s insurance was put
out to bid, substantial savings could
possibly be realized.

LaMura had indicated, when he was
running for election, that if successful he
would put the insurance out to bid. He
has not. Is LaMura’s commitment to his
father-in-law more important than his
con))mitment to the people of Brookha-
ven’

We are not talking about peanuts.
The total of the town’s insurance is be-
tween $3 million and $5 million. Com-
missions could exceed a half-million
dollars. )

A few years back, Suffolk Life took

started a dismantling on both sides of
our war machines. Utilizing this founda-
tion, it was not surprising that President
George Bush was able to finally sign
meaningful peace treaties.

During President Bush’s term of of-
fice, the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics came unraveled, the Berlin Wall
came down, and worldwide peace ap-
peared to be a reality.

Peace does have its cost. Russia’s
economy is in ruins because of the col-
lapse of military control. They are start-
ing to make plows instead of tanks. This
condition has led to a collapse of their
currency, and brought economic chaos.
Governmentally they are emerging from
a socialistic to a capitalistic economy.

In the United States, the same ef-
fects are being felt. Here on Long Island,
22 percent of our economy was directly
or indirectly tied to the country’s de-

g of ethics

its own advice and put its insurance out
to bid after having been with a friend
for more than 30 years. We cut our in-
surance costs by 50 percent. It’s surpris-
ing what a little competition will do.

Can Brookhaven residents save a
couple of million dollars on their cost of
insurance? Possibly, but we will never
know unless John LaMura shows some
courage and demonstrates some ethics
Byd putting the town’s insurance out to

I

Where LaMura established ethical
behavior for all the employees of the
town, shouldn’t he practice what he pre-
aches?

And why not?

fense efforts. As companies are qetting
out of the defense business, employees
are being laid off and support businesses
are being closed down.

Nightmares today are not about
atomic bombs exploding above our
heads, but our ability to put food into
our family’s stomachs. As soon as peace
became evident, liberals, such as New
York Governor Mario Cuomo, started
talking about the peace dividend and
how the money that was raised to sup-
port the war effort could be transferred
into govemmentally-run  social ,:)ro-
grams.  These programs service only a
small percentage of the population.
They do not create widespread employ-
ment and have a tendency to make a se-
lect few wealthy at the expense of
everyone.

Peace has had its price, our econ-
omy has suffered. Wages are no longer
increasing, profits have fallen. We doubt
we will ever return to the glory days of
the 80’ and conspicuous consumption
which, in itself, fed the economy.

The so-called peace dividend should
be used to encourage a strong industrial,
manufacturing base. The money should
be used to rebuild our once dominant
defense industry into worldwide con-
sumer products. The reduced cost of our
military involvement should be fed back
to the consumers in reductions in taxes
so that they will have the ability to
pump new life into the economy
through their purchases. The peace divi-
dend should be used to rebuild our
roads and bridges, putting our construc-
tion people back to work while improv-
ing our transportation system.

If we waste our precious resources
on testing social programs, we will
heighten our economic demise and leave
fewer to pay for more demands. We
must not let that happen.

And why not?

Point of view:

Family values, the true meaning

By Lou Grasso

The buzz words of Campaign 92°’s presidential contest
would appear to be “family values.” Those words mean dif-
ferent things to different people. But the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Andrew, which devastated parts of Florida and
Louisiana, has produced some true examples of family val-
ues that should set an example for the political rhetoric
we’re hearing.

One local Suffolk family could well be the role model of
what family values are all about. Most members of that fam-
ily live on Long Island, but one segment of the Testa family
lives in Homestead, Florida, an area devastated by the vio-
lent storm. That Florida brother and his family did not es-
cape the devastation Hurricane Andrew brought. Their
home was destroyed. The roof blew off, and the second story
collapsed down on the first floor. He and his wife had
huddled in a closet while their home was collapsing around
them.

The home of his recently married daughter was also de-
stroyed. And his avocado orchard was demolished. But
while he had lost much of the material things in his life, he
was fortunate that he and his family escaped injury. They
were alive. And they had a family who truly exhibits the real
meaning of family values.

Once the Testa family members here learned of their
Florida kin’s dilemma, they began to plan and to act. Many
phone calls produced their plan of action. Since many of the
Testas are involved in construction, their mission was sim-
ple. They would go to Florida to help rebuild the home. One
group was scheduled to leave last Wednesday evening, tak-

ing along food, water, clothing, and other necessary items.
They would drive through the night for a reunion with their
Florida kin, assess the problem, and help protect the prop-
erty from the looters who frequently appeared.

A second group would leave the next day, with nec-
essary construction equipment, generators they had pur-
chased and building materials. They would make contact
while enroute, and would purchase additional necessary
building materials which would undoubtedly be in short
supply in the area of devastation.

Still another group purchased and prepared food to sus-
tain those involved in the restoration effort. They purchased
a large supply of life’s needed items for their Florida kin,
and would stay here to deal with the family requirements
here on Long Island. Together, as a family unit, they would
shoulder the task of bringing life back to normal for their
Florida kin.

Family, according to Webster, includes “persons of
common ancestry” and a “group living together.” While we
in this nation may come from different lands, and have dif-
ferent ancestry, we are all Americans, and we live together in
a great nation. Therefore, we are all members of the family
of Americans. Like the local folks with Florida kin, we must
be concerned about the plight of our fellow family members
who live in the devastated areas of Florida and Louisiana.

The visual reports of the devastation of storm-hit areas
clearly show the task of restoration is monumental, far be-
yond the ability of those local areas to adequately handle.
There are immediate needs, such as water, food and tempo-
rary shelter. And long-term problems, restoration of perma-
nent housing, jobs, hope for the future.

The logistical problems of dealing with the clean-up

and restoration efforts are many. But so were the complex
difficulties of coping with the logistics of transporting per-
sonnel, equipment and supplies in Operation Storm.

President George Bush, who has made “family values” a
key part of his campaign for re-election, traveled to both
devastated areas to give moral support and the pledge of
federal dollars to help in the restoration effort. That’s good,
but not enough. President Bush, as the “head” of our family
unit of Americans, must do much more.

He must form a team of experts to work together with lo-
cal officials to deal with the restoration efforts. Those who
handled the logistical problems of transporting Operation
Desert Storm materials should deal with the logistics of pro-
viding the immediate and future vital necessities and
material needs of the impacted areas. Airlifts of supplies
into the Miami area and convoys of trucks with needed
items should be an easier task than supplying an army in a
far off land.

We must put aside the red tape that needlessly delays the
distribution of vital dollars and supplies for those who are
innocent victims of nature’s wrath. Provide the needed help
first, streamline the process, then worry about the insanity
of protocol and red tape.

How many modular and mobile homes are either in in-
ventory or in the construction process in our land? How can
they be transported to the devastated areas in the shortest
possible time? Can this production be accelerated to handle
the need?

What military personnel are available to assist in the
clean-up efforts? How can we put together enough structural
engineers to assess those damaged homes that can be re-

SEE Page 6
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Pull the plug on Holtsville haste

The infamous deal negotiated by
Governor Mario Cuomo, his representa-
tives and the Long Island Lighting Com-
pany (LILCO), which closed the
Shoreham nuclear power plant, has al-
ready had its impact on the economy of
our area. That ultra-generous
agreement, labeled as a *Sweetheart
Deal” in Wall Street circles when it was
introduced, has already driven LILCO
rates to the highest in the nation. The
coziness that produced that agreement
now appears to be coming back for a
secatKl bite at the ratepayers’ finances.

jjpfeortlv after the Shoreham deal was
announced came the news that the New
York Power Authority (NYPA) would
build three generating facilities at LIL-
CO’s request. One of those facilities is
coming closer to reality. That is the
Holtsville generating plant which is be-
ing pushed at an accelerated pace. We
say and mean “pushed” because the wis-
dom of gomﬁ ahead with that plan at
this time should be seriously ques-
tioned. Here’s why:

Politicsin: -

~ The Suffolk County Bar Associa-
tion’sjudicial rating system has been the
target of strong criticism many times in
recent years. n?]/ credence of value or
integrity left in that procedure has been
destroyed by the actions of the associa-
tion in their ratings of judicial candi-
dates this year. ) )

The association’s screening commit-
tee, made up of 12 attorneys, which in-
terviews judicial candidates, rates the
candidates on qualifications which are
measured on the basis of integrity, tem-
perament, judicial scholarship, reputa-
tion, and other qualities. The candidate
is then rated “qualified” or “unquali-
fied” by that group of lawyers.

~ The judicial races took a new turn
this year when the political leaders of
both the county’s Democratic and Re-
prubllcar] parties agreed to cross-endorse.
The major thrust of this move, political
insiders note, was the strong desire by
the GOP to diminish the Democratic
stronghold on the administration of the
Town of Babylon. )

_Babylon Supervisor Arthur Pitts has
easily won re-election to his seat, and
appears to have a headlock on_the job.

umping him up to a judgeship would
ease that problem for the Republicans,
and give them a level playing field in an
effort to win back political control of the
town. Thus, Pitts was given cross-en-
dorsement for a county court seat.

Pitts, when he first went before the
bar association’s screening committee,
was given an “unqualified” rating. He
appealed, and with the help of a couple
of Supreme Court judges who vouched
for his qualifications, the unqualified
rating was overturned and he suddenly
became “qualified.”

The cross-endorsement  angered
three sitting district judges, Josei)h
Klein, Louis Ohlig and Rockwell Cola-

neri, who launched a primary challenge
against the political handpicked choices.
Retaliation came in_the form of a chal-
lenge to the trio’s primary petitions, and
they were rejected at the Board of Elec-
tions. The judges went to court, how-
ever, and won. They are currently back
on the ballot.

But the story does not end there. Af-
ter the judges won the fight of the pri-

The future of the Shoreham plant is
still in question. Following decommis-
sioning (the removal of the radioactive
contamination at that site), it will either
be converted to a natual gas-burning fa-
cility or demolished. The studies of the
financial feasibility of converting to nat-
ural %as are not yet complete. The Lo_n%
Island Power Authority (LIPA), whic
controls the future of the facility, re-
cently received three bid proposals cur-
rently being studied for the possible
conversion ﬁro#lect. ] ] ]

Although the full financial details of
those proposals are still sketchy, covered
by confidentiality restrictions, this
much is known: )

Three consortiums of private devel-
opers produced the bids for conversion
projects ranging from 238 to 467 mega-
watts. One proposal would produce elec-
tricity at an estimated cost of 4.5 cents
per kilowatt hour, and would save about
three million barrels of imported oil an-
nually. Another would produce energy
at 5.62 cents per kilowatt hour.

mary petitions, the Suffolk County Bar
Association released an  unqualified
rating for Ohlig. According to Ohlig, he

appeared before the review committee
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versy oyer bar association ratings. There
was an incident of a campaign manager
and associates of one judicial_hopeful
sitting on the screening committee rat-
ing other judicial candidates. The three
were recused when a éarotest was lodged,
But when that created a lack of a proper
majority, they wound up on the com-

_The Holtsville proposal, meanwhile,
estimated to cost $150 million, is ex-
pected to produce electricity at 7.7 cents
per kilowatt hour. According to a
spokesman for NYPA, the Holtsville fa-
cility is being built because LILCO has
determined It needs the additional ca-

paci\%-. : :
ith current electric rates-which
are slated to go up each year for a total
of 10 years under Cuomo’s Shoreham
deal-bankrupting the area and driving
businesses out, why is Holtsville bein
pushed when the energy it I:produces wi
cost more? Why was the DEIS (draft en-

vironmental impact statement) for the (

Holtsville plant not the subject of a_?_ub-
lie hearing. Why was the only notifica-
tion of its completion the subject of a
Ie?al notice in Newsday and a mid-Suf-
folk weekly? Why was a copy of the
DEIS placed in the Middle Country Li-
brary, without public notice, when the
proposed facility is located in the Sa-
chem School District.

Area civic leaders who learned of the

mittee again and voted. Not surpris-

mgly, their man gmthe highest rating. transmjssjonlines that
of protest, and ul- T 4™NH

That created a storm
timately a change in the rating

eliminating “hi
ratin tog ua

But witn tms year sevents,

system,

no.

be Part of a palitical grind scheme to
eliminate a tough political foe. Cross-en-
dorsements should not be the result of a

back room deal to 8ain Political advan-

age* Was, there Pclitlcal pressure . to
ave the “unqualified” rating of Pitts

reversed? Do any of the lawyers who sit
on the screenin8 committee harbor judi-
cial ambitions? Would they enhance
their future ambitions by standing firm
°n thn”ision which most certainly

N I 1 . _i n
el e e TR o
Qdrse we are. And, that is wrong. We
must select the best possible judges
based on their merits. Politics must he
removed from the process. Based on this
ear’s rating. controversy, removing the
tar association might well be the™first
step.
And why not?

Jé/ qualified,” ljmiting X
d :
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completion of the DEIS have expressed
outrage that they have not had an op-
ortunity to comment on the document,

orse yet, one leader was told by a
DEC official in Albany that the permit
for the construction of the plant is ex-
pected to be approved in the very near
future.  Without public comment.
What’s the rush here? Are we going
down that Shoreham road again?

If Shoreham taught us anything, it is
that we should question the hasty ac-
tions of public officials working in con-
cert with the utility company. The
state’s Public Service ~Commission
PSC) has for decades given a blank
check to LILCO, approving construction
funds for Shoreham time after time, and
rate increases year after year. Now we
have the state’s Power Authority, and
the DEC (Department of Environmental
Conservation), with the governor un-
doubtedly involved, speeding forward
with a plant that may not be In the best
interest of Long Island ratepayers,

What we need is an independent
study of what our immediate and future
energy needs will be. We need to know
the answers about the cost of the Shore-
ham conversion. What parts of the
Shoreham facility can be used if that
natural gas conversion is accomplished.

sviHe be, including the c_(l)lstbof additional
will be require
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construction of three additional generat-
mg plants on Long Island, and “the cu-
mulative impact on future energy costs?

Are thtey reallty ne?ded? V1\:/h[at are the
curr rojections for our future ener
nee s@ R)N(Ho prepared them? LIL88¥
Didn’t we have enough faulty projec-
tions that never materialized during the
Shoreham fiasco? Is there an energy
master plan to provide the most eco-
nomical energy costs for an area already
onsumer

ENE
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anArdent foeofLILTO rate in

creaSes for d ° He has bgen strang-
on fksue If he Btralv the

nm,
sPokfjPKrSINf-  tthe £onsumer’ be
sb®°u d be fighting to make sure we are
not rushed into another bad deal. He

Isnn H d bec”use he, as a Cuon]go -
pointee, was the prime salesman for the

Shoreham deal? Kessel is also the head
of the Long Island Power Authority, an-
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1 heard. You must contact

other appointment by Cuomo. LIPA
| was devised to be an active voice in

I Long lIsland’s future energy needs. But

muted. And LILCO rateSJIrs “eafthS

I brunt of that silence. ] )
if you are tired of paying the highest
ou must be
essel (212-
417-4482) and the governor (Albany of-
fice: 518-474-8390§J and demand “that
| they put the brakes on the Holtsville
. plant ‘until all the answers are in. De-
| mand that the DEIS be put before the
. public for scrutiny and comment before
| any germit is issued.
overnor Mario Cuomo must call a
| halt to_the rush to start construction at
. Holtsville until it is clearlil] known what
| is in the best interest of the ratepayers.
. He must be more concerned about rate-

| electric rates in the nation,

J payers’ need than utility greed.

And why not?
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The gun debate should end

We recentl recelved a letter from
Jim Brady’s wi

for our support
for the passage of the gr bpo

Jim Brady wes PreS|dent Ronald
Reagan’s préss secretal
wounded during an attempted assassina-
tion of the PreSident by a deranged per-
son.

This. histarical |nC|dent led to the
submission of the Brady Bill which, for
th/~rst time, would™ im federal

rutbrand regulations on citizens’ rights
irearms. The su%aorterg of %ern towns of olk,

to. acquire

this measure claim that society has been

civilized to a point where there is no

Wwho Wes

need for citizens to bear arms, it is tQo
easy for the average citizen to obtain
firéarms. This nght and privilege should
only ke granted o the armed forces and
organlzed police organizations.
Supporters want a complete ban on
al guns and ammunition. Currently,
each state sets its own rules.and regula-
tions.. There are no federal lists of arnms,
Individual owners or transactions.
York e
mits, Upstanding citizens are discour-
from owning_firearms, In the five
where the per-
mits are issued at the pleasure of the
Suffolk County police commissioner, 1t most

rs localities to issye per- New

takes from nine_months to a year to ob-
tain a permit. The permits are_limited
and the rules restrictive. In the five East
End towns, which are under the jurisdic-
tion of Sheriff Patrick Mahoney, more
common sense prevails and the”process Co
IS expedited.

New York City is governed by the
Sullivan Law. It 1S conSidered the ‘most

New restrictive In_the United States. Yet

York City Is considered the gun
capital of the east. If you want a
and you have the prlce yQu can Lg
anything from a Sa rday night spec
to an automatrc assault Wweapon on al-
any street comer, no’ questions

[rresponsible journalism

John McNamara I week plead
gullt% to rac eteerin lescri un r
aw. Mc arnara wWes a high
su I automotlve dealer, real es ate
investor and developer. He also was the
ovvner for several years of the Record

I\/% & ra wes accused of defraud
ing General Motors of hundreds of mil-

I|ons 0 doIIar IMno vich rnarzﬁ

g?rrngr ea,t he ense o not eten
H e alns% arPLIIéy o%er%c‘df

h r%“SnSI‘%IEIe%g'IIE were eﬁ’& i Dl

rpartlcu ars of his ini |ctment nor
| day in courth

eaded tg/ defend him arnst

e nume ou that Were b

against h rr%s%
promlnentlly

thls ournaI Proto d eth
na| m do not ermrtt e me ro-
nounce someo e quilty before th ave
e o R Dot by altel G
steallng not alleged or |nd|ctedgflor but

IP/ There Were numerous other al-

a ons that were made, based on ru-

r and _heresay. Written to make a
olnt, written to, create Impression
ather than vvntten wit
fairness in mind.

media and

II'I our-

What are they hiding from the public?

_ At the first hint of scandal in a pub-
hed report jUSt before elections_ last
y%ar y ed Supervisor John |
Mura and the town board e
former Supreme _Court Justice Pierre
g now a Riverhead attorney, to
reV|eW he ethics of the officials within
Brookhaven Town.

Appp roanately four weeks ago,
Lunber delivered his report to the town
or a time it sat unopened be-
cause town board members were in their
summer season, or on vacation. Now it
turns out, the report has been labeled
“confidential” and is not slated, at this
time, for release for public scrutiny.
Brookhaven Town citizens who paid for
this report and whose government it is

cgk\‘ene%y b%/ the behavior of crucified with the sarme nameless hamr

McNamara, in his confession, has
agreed to cooperate with the federal gov-
y efnment. He_alleges corryption within
Brookhaven Town. He did not .reveal
the names of the participants in_court or
the details of the mvolvement The Jus-

Department, the FBI the IRS and
the Frauds_Bureau of the Post, Offi
have ongomg Investigations |nto these
aIIeg |ons

in a colorful, front

took th%se |nnuendos these allelga 10NS

out naming names but arn|ng
t|t es and almost every branch of gov-
ernment In Brookhaven Town, has con-
victed eve of corruption with one
broad brush. If everyone is quilty, let
them hang, Ifthere IS one person y
or th(?1 majority, Who, are free of tain

ave spent their lives  protecting
their_reputations, should they be

mer?

To s, this is totally unjustified, irre-
sponsible’ journalism,” The truth” wll
come out In time. Thase that may be

ty will be given a fair trial, re,
under our slystem of justice, they are In-
nocent until”proven quilty.

As edltor and publisher, | believe
just about the lowest person on my to-

trith —and em pole Is a governmental official wno

has sworn to™ uphold the constitution

what allegations of wrongdoing may be
|nd|cated Failure of this Teport to be re-
IvVes I itimacy to a whole host
of questions_that have floated around
Brookhaven Town for several years.

Let’sjust review a few of these situa-
tions that might be the subject of an
ethics scrutiny, and could even be con-
tained in the report. LaMura’s father-in-
law is Tom Nepell. Nepell owns a major
insurance agenicy within the town. Ne-

Il has been continually awarded the
vast majority of the town’s insurance
without "bid.” Does the report examine
the ethics of this? Does the report sug

that there might be something un-
ethical about granting your father-in-law
several million dollars worth of business

about, should be demanding to know W|thout going through the normal bid

why it is being kept under wraps.

\What are the contents? What does it
say? Who does it name, if anybody, and

process?

Does the report touch on_ the fact
that former Supervisor Henrietta Ac-

and then cheats and steals in violation
of not only moral, ethical, and civil, but
constitutional  rules  as’ well.

elected officials should be treated far
more harshly than normal citizens be-
cause of the weight of their pledge.

Those that are not involved, those

ce all \who have entered public. service for the

8ood of their communities and with a
esire to_serve, should not have to face
the humiliation and the of their
families, their children, their friends,
neighbors and . associates

news
their reputations fpr'sensationalism.

A subscription to Newsday may ke @
worth $5,000 to its corporate OWners in
Los Angeles, but what Is the reputation
of an individual worth here on Long Is
land vr/no forever more may be consid-

ered gui ty by association
Newsday said sO.

Namara has pleaded guilty. He
shouId pay .the fullest penalty for his
crimes. 1fhis allegations are true, those
he corrupted or wés corrupted by should
pay even more harshly.

Let the facts reveal themselves. Stop
t tII[]I g to sell rﬂ]evvs trts vuthfhe(z%jélnes

g e reputations o ci
glizens of Su?foi 8 g

And why not?

campora_and the current supervisor,
John LaMura, purchased homes from
an_individual ' who owned both the de-
velopment where their homes were lo-
cated, and is the landlord of the leased
town_hall complex? Is there anything d
ur(rjethlcal about this? Wes It just & coirr
cidence?

Does the report touch on the ethics
of the involvement of John McNamara
with individuals 1n the town? \Wes there
anything_unethical about former Coun-
cilman Don Zimmer resigning as coun-
cilman and |mmed|ately going to work
for John McNamara?

Does the report logk into the allega-
tions that certain law firms seemto have |
more expertise, or more influence, with
the zoning and planning boards when
they are™ requesting Variances and
changes?

There are a whole host of other alle-

paper recklessly has tarnished AV arms

asked. Law breakers do not pay atten-
tion to the laws.

The abuse is top widespread for the
penalty to fit the crime. Drive-by shoot-
ngf gangs are a regular occurrence.

d-blooded executions and murders
are counted by the hour, not by the
week or the month. A citizen, however,
who might have a business to protect, a
family that may have been threatened
while I|V|ng Inabad ne _I_%hborh

em sto

not | Oet a gun.
them. en in need they are forced to
by the Los

buy protection illegally.
We were all sickened
les (LA). riots, the loating In the
e of Hurficane Andrew. To even the
maost |iberal of us, it was plain to_see
only those citizens who had the ability
to protect themselves and their property

ood a ch ance Pg ice in both S|tuat|ons
wetre immobilized both by people and
na ure

le, we fiercely fight for our
fammes I’qu‘or the creatlo/n gnd the ac-

cumulation of our possessions. The tes-
timony of the LA riots and the looting
in Miami_ tell us that if we do not pro-
tect ourselves, no one will be there to do
it for us.

The second article to the Arnend
ment to the Constltutlon states, “Egl
of peo bear arms not_to be In-

edp e to

fr| A well regulated militia being
to the security of a free State

the rlghalpf the pe ople to keep and bear

not be infringed.” o ue forefa-
thers_in their wis omsaNthe day then,
and into'the eve of th$-22nd century
when rnen would have to have the right
to use whatever means they had avail-
able to Cprote%e}hemselves against others
t at d| not believe In the law; and
had the means to take the Jife and the
ions of those who had them.

There will be Brady instances again.
The knee jerk reactior’ will be tQ eStab-
lish new lans to take anay the, rlghts of
the people. But in doin so will vrenot

just transfer the rights To_ those who

not believe in sociely or C|V|I|zat|on’>

And why not?

% tions that have persistently the

rookhaven government. To clari and

to possibly put to rest these allegetions

the town invested the taxpayers’ money.
The rgport Is finished, the 1Nk is over
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, the report is still embar-
The re rt, if r _I%Ieased might exon-
erate everybody. Then agarn |t mrght
not. It might Well be that T%
ublished eBgrt Wes exaggerated y
ave fore. There™ might
been confllcts of interest, or jus ear
ance of conflicts, or maybe no su ance
toan of the clains.
at does LaMura and his support-
ers |n fown government vr,ho are enforc-
ng this en&r 0 have to hide? Release %
the report. Don’t just talk about open
and honest government, do it!
have the authority to do so. Let the re
ports contents stand on its merit. End
he susprcron once and for all.
And why not?
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'A' for effort, but 'F for results

County Executive Bob Gaffney had
scribbled on his copy of the proposed
Suffolk County budget for 1993 the
phrase, “ug}y but honest.” That’s a true
statement. The budget calls for a 25 per-
cent increase in real estate taxes on the
East End, and an 18 percent hike on the
West End, for an average county-wide
tax hike in the county portion of our
real estate taxes of a little over 19 per-
cent.

Gaffney and his staff appear to have
do/"*a thorough job in trying to reduce
thimpact, but unfortunately, this
was not enough. The sins of the past,
one-shots, rollovers and deliberate
shortfalls, have all come due. The year
1993 is when Paul must pay back Peter.

The budget contains numerous in-
stances of consolidation, elimination of
vacant positions and the termination of
55 positions, most of which are adminis-
trative posts that Gaffney categorizes as
patronage plums.

Gaffney claims that they have cut
back the spending under their control
from $71.3 million to $50.7 million for
a reduction of $20.6 million. This was
counteracted by an increase in the man-
dated expenditures ordered by the fed-
eral and state governments that will
increase from $84.7 million to $147.2
million, for a total of $62.5 million that
must be raised through increased taxes
or offset bv additional cuts in discretion-

The Suffolk Cou

A new minor league ball club has
been proposed for Suffolk County. We
think it should be called the “Suffolk
Reds” to reflect the red ink this count
is drowning in, and the red ink that will
be created if the county goes into the
unwise choice of building this ball club a
new ballpark.

Operating with a Certificate of Ne-
cessity from the county executive’s of-
fice, a proposal was to have been voted
on, if It wasn’t tabled, on Tuesday, to
spend over a half-million dollars to do
an engineering study and develop plans
for a Suffolk County owned and fi-
nanced ballpark.

_The park is estimated to cost $7.5
million to build. It would be located in
Brentwood, off Wicks Road. The park
would be leased to a promoter for an un-
specified sum. Before the county legis-
lature voted on this measure, they
should have answered some very basic
questions.

If this is such a good economic idea,
why aren’t private investors lining up to
profit from this endeavor? Has Nassau
County profited from owning the Nas-
sau Coliseum?

Is the establishment of an outdoor
baseball stadium an absolute necessity
and a top priority during these times of
fiscal instability?

If Suffolk County is to invest in this
facility, what are the direct profits it can
expect to receive for this investment?
Are the profits relative to the risk that
may be involved? Can the private sector
be induced to invest in this facility if the
county leased the land and provided
IDA (Industrial Development Agency)
financing for the construction?

~ Will there be an ironclad contract
with the promoter that will require him
to make annual payments to cover the
cost of the bonding? Will the franchise
holder be required to sign a contract
guaranteeing the team will stay in the
stadium for as long as the outstanding
indebtedness exists?

Is there a cost overrun cap built into
the project that will require the contrac-
tor or contractors to complete the pro-
ject on time, within budget or pay
penalities? Are there guarantees that the
cost, as now estimated, are accurate?
Will there be any guarantee that the
construction contracts or the _oFeratmg
contracts for the stadium will exclu-
sively go to Suffolk or Long Island
firms?

For the investment the county is
making in the stadium, will they receive
an eq}ulty position in the franchise of the
team’

What was the rush to vote on this
contract yesterday? Wouldnt it have
been more prudent to allow for a full
open hearing and airing of this proposal
so that a sense of the residents could be
felt? Are you satisfied that all of your
questions have been answered by the
two reports that have been done? We’ve
read them, we’re not!

What guarantees are in place that
the owner of the team will not simply up
and leave, as he is doing to Albany, If
the financial returns do not meet his ex-
pectations? After all, if we build a sta-
dium with taxpayers’ dollars, with no
investment on his part, what is to_stop
him from packing his bags and leaving?

Did anyone do their homework, go
up to Albany and talk to officials and
businesses up there to see how much of
an economic impact this team had on
that area? Did they draw the spectators?
What was the attendance per game?
How much of an economic impact did
this venture have on hotels, restaurants,
and other businesses in the area? Did we
bother to base our decision on actual
facts, or reIOy on projections, estimates,
and dreams

_Last, if not foremost, how could our
legislators, in good conscience, vote to
prudently invest Suffolk County resi-

Your vote does coun

We can thoroughly understand the
frustration of voters who sagl, “My vote
does not count, why should | bother?”
These people now make up almost 40
percent of the potential electorate. On
Election Day they cannot vote because
they are not registered. )

There is still time for you to register.
You can register on Tuesday, October 6,
and Saturday, October 10, at various lo-
cations throughout the county. Registra-
tion forms are available at the Board of
Elections in Yaphank, at all post offices,
town halls, libraries, and village halls.
All mail-in registrations must be post-
marked no later than October 9. You
can also go to the Board of Elections in
Yaphank and register in person, by Oc-
tober 9. Once registered you are eligible
to vote in any election during the next

ary _spending. Thus, even with the re-
duction of $20.6 million, an additional
$41.8 million must be raised through in-
creased taxes or offset by additional cuts
in discretionary spendln%

~ This is the budget the county exec-
utive has prepared for the operation of
Suffolk County in 1993. The people that
are going to be asked to fund it are the
residents. The very same residents who
have lost their jobs, have had a cutback
in hours, an elimination of profits, and
who are barely hanging on by their
thumbnails. While we acknowledge that
Gaffney and his staff have worked very
hard fo produce a sensible budget,
where does he and the county govern-
ment propose that residents find the

dents’ funds in this endeavor? Is it fi-
nancially responsible or will we start
down the path to another Cohalan court
complex or Southwest Sewer District?

When we first got wind of this
scheme, we immediately sent all 18 leg-
islators and our county executive a letter
containing these questions. We hoped to
encourage them to think before they
acted.

~The onIK_Way we can see the county
going into this deal would be if they had
an ironclad guarantee that the promoter
would guarantee direct revenue coming
into the county through leases and guar-
anteed shares of the gross that would
amount to a minimum of $2.5 million
per year. This would bring us about
even after 10 years including the capital
repayment, interest and payments in
lieu of real estate taxes.

We doubt there are many entrepre-
neurs who would see the feasibility of a
minor league baseball team generatin
this type of revenue to make it wort
the risk.

We would love to see a baseball,
football or hockey team based in Suffolk
County. If private enterprise would like
to venture the capital and reap the re-
wards, we will give them our full sup-
port.  Considering the  financial
condition of the county and its resi-
dents, a baseball stadium for a promoter
is not at the top of our list. )

What’s your opinion? Let’s hear it!

And why not?

four years or forever more as long as
you do not change your address.

During the Democratic primary, we
saw the value of each and every vote. A
few thousand votes more would have
changed the outcome of the U.S. Senate
primary contest, in which over a million
people did vote. ) )

If you are fed up and disgusted with
your government and with the taxes you
Bay, you can vote to change the system
by going into the polling booth and vot-
ing out the incompetents who have
given you this current government.

If the 40 percent of the people who
are not registered to vote register and
vote to throw out the incumbents, every
incumbent would lose and we would
have brand new governments in Wash-
ington and Albany.

money to fund these kinds of increases
of the county portion of their real estate
taxes?

In normal economic times, the work
force of Suffolk County might rationally
respond, “I’ll work some overtime” or
“I’ll get a second job” or “My spouse
will go from part-time to full-time.”
They might even say, “I’ll give up the
vacation” or “cut back on the food bud-
get.” Don’t people in government real-
ize that over the last three years most of
these avenues have been exhausted by
most of the residents? Almost everyone
is frustrated and have no idea where to
turn.

Gaffney’s approach to the budget is
honest. We do not believe it’s a fudged
budget_that relies upon false assump-
tions. For this he should get an “A” for
effort. But, Gaffney also should be given
an “F” for not having cut Suffolk’s cost
of government back during the past
rear. While he made an effort, it was too
ittle and too late.

Gaffney has no choice but to dis-
mantle more of Suffolk’s government
through his budget proposals. We can-
not afford the government we have
grown. Although Suffolk’s government
employees, on a per capita basis, are
fewer than our counterparts throughout
the nation, but these employees are paid
far more than their numerous coun-
terparts.

The temptation of the Suffolk
County Legislature will be to emotion-
ally condemn Gaffney’s budget. There
will be a howl of protest about the pro-
Jlected tax increase. If the legislators fol-
ow past practices, after the uproar they
will go back into their dark corners and
hatch up plots to add their favorite pro-
gra}ms back into the budget instead of

oing what is responsible, which is to
pare Gaffney’s budget down more to
mitigate against a tax increase.

During the next two months, resi-
dents and taxpayers should pack the
house at the county legislature meetings,
demand cutbacks, not increases. In ad-
dition, residents should speak personally
to their county legislators, even if it re-
quires going to their homes if they are
not available at their offices.

Put the pressure on them, keep it on
them. Shout out in unity-reductions,
not increases. This is our county and we
cannot afford any additional” tax in-
creases.

And why ngt?

If you had considered registering to
vote for Perot, and are now disheart-
ened because he is_not running, we en-
courage you to register to vote. If there
is no oné in office you would like to see
stay there, vote for his opponent, but for
God’s sake, exercise your franchise and
take back your government. )

_ During the last gubernatorial elec-
tion, almost half the electorate were not
registered to vote. Of those who were
registered half chose not to vote. The
end result was that Governor Mario
Cuomo was re-elected as the governor of
New York State by less than 13 percent
of the the state’s electorate. Look at
what our apathy cost us.

Dont complain about what govern-
ment is doing to you unless you are part
of creating government.

And why not?
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Government: It's broke and broken

Both our federal and state govern-
ments are broke and broken. We see
little hope on the horizon for change.
The same old people who have caused
the problems will be returned to office.
The incumbents have such an enormous
edge that challengers rarely are success-
ful'in their bid to overthrow them.

~ There is only one answer that can
give hope, term limitations. Yet, this
one glimmer of hope is but a distant
flicker as the incumbents are the only

jjjjjss who can make the change, and they
not about to do it.

As incumbents gain senority, the

Play ball!

mf- -.tS
The Suffolk County Deficits, also
known as the Suffolk County Legis-
lature, reached out to embrace another
minor league operation, The Albany-
Colonie Yankees, and voted to spend
$500,000 of taxpayers’ dollars to con-
duct a planning study for the construc-
tion of a $7.5 million stadium, also at
taxpayers’ expense. That decision came
during an extra-innings legislative game
which lasted until the wee hours of the
morning. o ) )

The Deficits’ lineup during that
game was limited to 12 of the 18 players
on the roster. Five roster members re-
fused to ]play, voting against the expen-
diture of taxpayers’ dollars at a time
when they face an average increase in
the county taxes of 20 percent, in some
cases much more. One member of the
roster straddled the left field fence. He
abstained.

The Deficits manager, Donald Bly-
denburgh, he’s also presiding officer of
the group, was among the five that re-
fused to play. There are rumors afoot
that he may be fired by General Man-
ager Bob Gaffney because he has not
ﬂayed very good ball in recent times.

e had to be dragged into a recent game
which raised the sales tax, and has been
accused of late of making some very bad
trades, releasing committee chairman
and replacing them with players of dubi-
ous value.

The Deficits were cheered on by an
unusually large crowd on hand for the
?_ame which remained scoreless until the
inal inning, which took place at about
3:30 a.m., when the final pitch was
made and the winning votes came_in.
The final score was Deficits, 12; Tax-
payers, 5. o

The end came after the Deficits were
refreshed with a hot dog and soda, an
offering undoutedly designed to keep
the ball game atmosphere alive for the
late inning rally. o

A key source of motivation for the
Deficits 'was the rallying cries of the
crowd on hand for the game. They were
there for a reason. They wanted a new
stadium. Not for the luxury or comfort
of a new facility. But, rather, for the
jobs. Legislators were also impressed by
the number of calls they got in district
offices favoring the proposal. Of course
these calls could have come from the
same 20 fans calling each _legislator.
Such are the ways of lobbying efforts
launched by unions who want nothin
more than jobs, and team owners wit
their own special axes to grind. One leg-
islator expressed “surprise” about the
number of calls received, and the fact

quality of the challenger goes down.
Some races become non-races. The chal-
lengers do not have the knowledge, the
identification, or the money to even put
up loyal op%osition. The incumbents go
back into office and continue to operate
government as it has been.

In congress we have seen what this
has led to, corruption and outright total
abuse of the office. In the state govern-
ment, the same charges can be leveled,
but more importantly, our elected sen-
ators and assemblymen turn over their
responsibility of office to the leaders of
their party. Because of this, three men

have sole control over the state govern-
ment, the senate majority leader, the as-
sembly majority leader and the
governor. It has become so pervasive
that members of both the minority and
majority parties are not even asked their
opinions on budgets and laws. Members
end up not even voting on some hills.
The leaders simply throw a switch and
all members of that party are counted as
having cast a vote. These leaders stay in
power until they either die, quit or are
indicted. When' this happens, they are
replaced by equally powerful men.

Our legislature was once considered

12, Taxpayers 5

that “only one was opposed, the rest
were all in favor.” )

A poll of 300 county residents con-
ducted September 15 as a community
service by Mktg. Inc., produced differ-
ent results. To the question, “l support
the construction of a new sports stadium
in western Suffolk County,” the results
were: completely a%ee, 43.9 percent;
somewhat agree, 19.7 percent, for a
combined total of 63.6 percent; com-
pletely dlsagree, 21.6 percent; somewhat
disagree, 6.8 percent, for a combined to-
tal of 28.4 percent. Another 8.1 percent
had no position, didn’t know or refused
to answer.

But then, to the statement, “Suffolk
County needs a minor league baseball
team, and county government should
spend $500,000 on plans for a $7.5 mil-
lion ballpark,” the results were some-
what different: completel¥ agree, 19
?ercent; somewhat agree, 21.6 percent,
or a combined tota of 40.6 percent;
completely dlsa%ree, 38.7 percent; some-
what dlsaé]ree, 3.5 percent, a combined
total of 52.2 percent.

When the cost was put on the tax-
El)_ayer, 13 percent had a different view.

his polling took place before Gaffney
announced _his average county tax in-
crease of 20 percent, higher in some
areas. The results today would be, we’d
venture to guess, very different.
~ Back to the ball ‘game: heavy hitters
in the Deficits attack for the "Albany-

Colonie Yankees were Rick Lazio, Tom
Finlay, and Steve Levy. They scored
more runs for the proposal than all oth-
ers, and Lazio and Levy were credited
with providing the most power in nego-
}latlons to make the deal easier to swal-
OW.

The lure for the Albany-Colonie
Yankees, which have also operated at a
deficit in recent years and, some sug-

est, should be tenamed the Suffol

_ounty Reds, was the promise of mil-
lions in economic growth, seasonal jobs,
and, of course, those construction jobs.
The CPromlses of economic impact are
based on reports and projections which
have come under serious questioning as
to reality. Preliminary checks into the
economic windfall experienced in the
Albany-Colonie area, not by the legis-
lators, but by others, have not yet
turned up any enthusiastic responses
concerning economic value reaped by
the presence of the team.

It is doubtful that the recent 12-to-
five win by the Deficits will help elevate
them in the standings. In fact, with the
dismal record the Deficits have
achieved, with two sales tax hikes, defi-
cit bonding without spending cuts, and
now a major tax rate increase, with the
possibility of a deficit still looming, the
ranting of free agent status to many on
the Deficits roster would be a much
safer bet.

And why not?

New York State's sick

Would you believe that New York
State imposes an 11 percent sales tax on
medical payments? We first got wind of
this scheme last spring. It was so prepos-
terous that, as cynical as we can be, we
didn’t believe that Albany would at-
tempt to impose such an onerous tax.

During our interviews with state leg-
islators, however, we have come to real-
ize not only was this tax suggested, it
has been imposed and starting in No-
vember, when insurance companies
make payments to hospitals, 11 percent
of the payment will be in the form of a
sales tax that will go into the general
fund of the state.

The way this scheme works is the in-
surance company is billed at 100 per-

cent of the charge. A surcharge of 13
percent is placed on top of this. The
funds raised from this fee go back to the
“Blues” who have the obligation and re-
sponsibility of insuring everyone,
whether they are sick or well. This is
hard to swallow, but there is some
fairness and logic to it. On top of this,
the governor and the legislature will be
imposing an additional 11 percent sur-
charge, which could also be described as
a “sales tax.” This money will go into
the general fund to pay for the cost of
government.

What kind of society are we living in
that taxes people for being sick? What
kind of people will gouge you when you
are down? Is there any difference be-

a place of service. Honorable men and
women would take a few years out of
their life, devote it to public service,
give it their best and get out after four to
six years. These citizen legislators have
been replaced by career politicians. The
main thrust of their efforts is to get re-
elected. Their main responsibility is to
make the best living they can for them-
selves. They have become immune to
their constitutents. The incumbency al-
lows them to be re-elected by Trote,
rather than by reason.

~_Term limitations would bring back
citizen legislators. If after two or three
terms legislators were not allowed to run
for re-election, voters would be given
the opportunity of choosing between
two new faces. Better qualified candi-
dates would emerge. There would not
only be an equal opportunity to win of-
fice, but these new faces would be more
responsive to the voters. They would
bring fresh ideas and the ability'to crack
the all-powerful bureaucratic system in

the legislature. Leaders would be
changed regularly. Unbridled power
could not be accumulated.

~ Seasoned politicians oppose term
limitations. They will tell you that the
bureaucrats, the staffers, would have
control and they would be the only ones
with legislative memory. That’s hogwash
and it ignores the fact that these same
staffers they fear already control the leg-
islature today, and the only time they
are changed 1s when new faces come
into office. )

Legislators are free to choose their
own staffs upon election. Many legis-
lators would bring staffers with them,
people they are comfortable with and
who had been associated with them in
their past endeavors. Sure, the routine
staff will still be there, the clerks, the
secretaries and the other support per-
sonnel, but, are these the people that
have the power and make the decisions?

Our government_is broke, the tax-
payers are broke. The government is
paralyzed because changes do not come
from the electorate. Term limitations is
the only glimmer of hope we have left.
You should demand that the people you
vote for this November are ﬁledge to
support term limitations. If they won't,
then throw them out of office.

And why not?

sales tax

tween these hoodlums and the looters
who robbed people after Hurricane An-
drew in Florida?

The affect of these two measures will
add over 24 percent to the cost of our
medical policies in the future. Health
care is out of reach for many people to-
day. Taxing health care for general gov-
ernment purposes will put it even
further out of reach. More people will be
forced to gamble on not having health
insurance.

~As we said when we first heard of
this proposal, on its face it appeared to
be so ludicrous that we didn’t think it
would ever get past the talking stage.
Yet, here it is law in liberal New York.
Shame!

And why not?
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