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W ake  Up To Gas
Come on, A m e rica . Wake up to gas. 

The serv ice  static »: are b r im m ing  
over w ith  gas ancTfust dy ing  fo r you to 
come in and top your tank . Isn't it 
m iracu lous  th a t less than three weeks 
a fte r the p rice  went up five  to ten cents 
a ga llon , the Arabs lifte d  the ir em 
b a rg o  and  the  o il co m p a n ie s  
responded to th e ir ca ll of greatness. 
T e y  have pum ped b illions  of gallons 
o. gas out of the  M idd le  East, loaded it  
up on ta n k e rs ,  ru sh e d  it  sp e c ia l 
d e live ry  to  A m e rica , geared up the 
re fine ries  to e x tra  p roduction , w orked 
th e ir tru c k  d r iv e rs  day and night. And 
all th is  happens in less than three 
weeks? Now you and I can have a ll the 
gas we w an t!

They did it anyway

A m erican  ingenu ity  is w onderfu l. 
It's  on ly another exam p le  of how our 
oil com panies com e to the need of the 
country  when the p rice  is righ t. M aybe 
even those long lines in February  
could have been avoided if those d ir ty  
men in W ashington had e lim ina ted  the 
p rice  con tro ls  and a llow ed the oil 
com panies to ra ise  th e ir  prices a t w il l,  
w hich is w hat they d id  anyw ay. We 
could have a ll saved ourselves a lo t of 
fuss and bother. Le t's face it ... the 
A m erican  public has been taken 
badly, re a lly  badly by the oil com 
panies. We have been taken badly 
because we had a governm ent tha t 
was unable to  p ro tec t us and instead 
just added to the chaos.

A manufactured product

We said it  las t N ovem ber and w e 'll 
say it  now: the re  w asn 't any and the re  
w ou ldn 't beany o il c ris is  except th a t i t  
was m anufactu red . J t  is im possible to 
have a ll the gas and oil you need one 
day and not enough to go around the 
next. Petro leum  products are not like  
fin e ly  tuned m ach inery  th a t requ ires 
extensive tun ing up and months of 
hand w ork  to m ake it  run r ig h t. It is a 
vo lum e p roduct th a t is pumped by the 
b illions  o f ga llons out of the ground, 
re fin e d  in va s t q u a n t it ie s  and 
d is tr ibu ted^ the same w ay. The oil 
com panies have a m onopoly reaching 
fro m  oil fie ld  to se rv ice  sta tion. They 
have the p o litica l c lou t and ownership 
of m any governm ent o ffic ia ls  that 
prevent any concrete action being 
taken aga inst ttfem . The Sherman 
A n ti-T ru s t Act should have been in 
voked a long tim e  a g o * b u t  W ashington

lacked po litic ians  w ith  free  souls who 
had the courage of th e ir  convictions.

Here it comes again

We are going to be taken again. O ur 
guess is about August and if the 
August slowdown in production does 
not re su lt in su ffic ie n t p rice  hikes, we 
w ill be faced w ith  shortages of fuel o il 
and fu r th e r skyrocke ting  prices come 
next ta ll and w in te r ; i.e. some tim e  
a tte r e lection day, as the oil com 
panies w ou ldn 't w ant th e ir  fa vo rite  
sons to be th row n o u to f o ffice . There is 
no w ay we can see th a t an ind iv idua l 
can p ra c tic a lly  protest to the oil 
companies because if  you stop buying 
one brand, you 're  going to  have to buy 
the next, and the w ay we see it, the 
m a jo rs  don 't change colors, just 
names.

There is a w ay , though - tha t is fo r 
the A m erican  pub lic , from  coast to 
coast, to dum p those po litic ians  who 
have a llow ed, pa rt and parcel, th is 
conspiracy of the m a jors to p lunder 
the  h a rd -p re sse d  A m e r ic a n s ' 
pocketbook. It w ill be up to each in 
d iv id u a l v o te r  to m ake  his own 
decision th is Novem ber. You can vote 
to continue and to keep in o ffice  men 
who have done absolu te ly nothing 
except g ive  you lip  serv ice  or you can 
re p la c e  th e m  w ith  peop le , who, 
hopefu lly , when they take o ffice , w ill 
not have been bought and paid fo r. And 
why not?

Proposed
D ev e lo p m en t Rights

County Executive John Klein un
veiled his much ta lked  about fa rm la n d  
preserva tion p rogram . When f irs t  
proposed, the p rogram  called fo r  the 
County to  buy approx im a te ly  9,000 
acres of ac tive  fa rm la n d  here on the 
East End to preserve to reve r m ore as 
fa rm la n d . The new proposal Klein 
unveiled calls fo r, in most cases, 
purchase of the  developm ent righ ts  to 
th is p roperty  but not the actual p u r
chasing of the p rope rty . This is sound. 
The property  w ill rem ain on the tax 
ro lls  a t a low er assessment rate. It w ill 
only be taxed fo r its fa rm  value and 
not the value of real estate fo r 
developm ent purposes. The fa rm ers  
w o u ld  re c e iv e  im m e d ia te  c o m 
pensation at today's actua l value of 
the p roperty  fo r the developm ent 
righ ts .

It is a w ay in w h ich  the fa rm e r can

have his cake and eat it, too. No longer 
w ill he have to be in the business of 
investing in real estate w hile  a t
tem pting  to fa rm . His fu ll energies can 
be placed in a g ric u ltu re  and he w ill not 
be caught in the sp ira llin g  tax  ra te 
because his land is now w orth  so m uch 
m ore fo r the developm ent of houses. 
This w ill be a boon to the serious 
fa rm e r who w ishes to see his way 
c lear to fa rm  fo r m any years to come, 
plus be able to tu rn  his fa rm  operation 
over to his sons know ing they w ill not 
be d riven  out o f business by taxes.

Benefit us, benefit others

This program  should be supported 
by a il residents. It w ill mean great 
blocks of land here on the East End 
w il l  re m a in  u n deve lo ped , thus 
preserving som ewhat the na ture  arid 
qu a lity  of life we have a li come to love. 
It w ill mean no m assive housing 
developm ents w ill be b u ilt on these 
large tra c ts  of land, our school taxes 
can hopefu lly be stab ilized, and the 
w ate r and a ir has a chance of 
rem ain ing  pure. It w ill also have a 
beneficia l e ffec ton  our food prices as a 
fa rm e r w ill be able to fa rm  fo r less 
cost; and if th is p rogram  is successful 
here, we can look fo rw a rd  to it being 
adopted elsewhere in the country  
where fa rm e rs  are under s im ila r 
pressure.

The plan is not U top ia , but a lo t of 
hard w ork  and construc tive  thought 
has gone into it and it  is one of the 
better governm enta l p rogram s we 
have seen come out of any governm ent 
in our tim e  o f publish ing Suffolk L ife . 
We com m end Klein and his adv iso ry 
com m ittee  on th is proposal and if 
successfully passed, ou r ch ildren w ill 
thank them , too. And why not?
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willmotts sinil wliy-nots
David J. Willmott, Editor

I f  H e  W asn 't 
P res id en t

Over the  last tw o  years, we have 
con tinua lly  heard about N ixon using 
his o ffice  fo r his own personal ga in and 
to avoid the ru les by w hich the 
average c itizen m u s tab id e . Our m edia 

^ a v e  been f ille d , m orn ing , noon and 
n igh t, w ith  stories (m ost of the tim e  
based upon ru m or) of w ha t m igh t 
happen ra th e r than w ha t ac tu a lly  did 
happen.

Tax money owed

Last week the P resident got h it w ith  
c lose to  h a lf - .m il lio n  d o lla rs  in 
reassessm ent on hi s taxes over the la st 
three years. He had said tha t if the 
House C om m ittee  in ves tig a ting  his tax  
re tu rns found he owed one penny, he 
would pay it w ith o u t question. They 
found a lo t m ore. N ixon im m e d ia te ly  
agreed to pay th is  fu ll sum un
contested. If N ixon was like  any o ther 
citizen, business, co rpo ra tion , w ho had 
been h it w ith  an a u d it, he would have 
protested the find ings, and chances 
are the ta x  courts would have found 
some of the find in gs  to  be as erroneous 
as the o r ig in a l f ilin g s , and a com 
prom ise fig u re  w ould have been 
reached th a t w ould have sa tis fied  both 
the  IRS and th e  in d iv id u a l c o m 
p la inant.

Fantastic gesture

Nixon is no o rd in a ry  c itizen  and as a 
resu lt, he is not tak in g  advantage of 
the m echanics of our ju d ic ia l system . 
W hether you ca ll th is  an act of courage 
or an a tte m p t to re b u ild  confidence in 
h im se lf, the cou n try  and the system  
under w h ich  we operate, it is a 
fas tas tic  gesture, as N ixon is nowhere 
as rich  as his predecessors, Johnson 
and Kennedy, who fro m  w hat we 
ga ther could never have stood up 
under the sc ru tin y  under w h ich  N ixon 
has been placed.

Rights and responsibilities

We th in k  the m edia in th is  coun try  
w ho have  been so v e h e m e n t in 
prosecuting N ixon have been to ta lly  
un fa ir in overlook ing w h a t Nixon has 
done in th is  move. If you feel it is you r 
r ig h t to be able to c r it ic iz e , you m ust 
also assum e the re spons ib ility  to 
pub lic ize  the righteousness of an a c to r  
you w ill have no freedom  of the press. 
Freedom of the press, like  any other 
freedom , has its righ ts  and respon
s ib ilitie s . You ca n 't exercise your 
r ig h ts  w ith o u t  e x e rc is in g  y o u r 
respons ib ilities  as w e ll. And w hy not?

Bull P ow er
We have just fin ished reading the 

fasc ina ting  a rtic le  in the New Y ork  
S ta te  C o n s e rv a t io n is t M a g a z in e , 
dealing w ith  the conversion of solid 
waste (m anure ) to energy. The a r t ic le  
sp e c ifica lly  re fe rred  to a fa rm e r in 
New H am pshire  who was able to 
convert the w aste products of his 100- 
head herd of ca ttle  in to enough gas to 
supply energy to  run  his en tire  fa rm  -- 
from  the e le c tr ic ity  fo r  the  house to the 
gas to ru n  the tra c to rs , cars and 
trucks. The a rtic le  went on to state 
th a t o n ly  Los A nge les  has c o m 
m e rc ia lly  put the system into e ffect 
converting hum an waste and garbage 
to e le c tr ic ity  in the county. When 
m anure and roughage are m ixed 
together, the bio logica l breakdown 
gives o ff a gas called m ethane th a t can 
be fa ir ly  easily processed w hich burns 
as w e ll as propane. I t  is estim ated th a t 
a m u n ic ip a lity  could p rov ide  4 to  6 per 
cent of its energy through th is  method. 
In add ition , sewerage and garbage 
could be disposed of w ith  an end 
product th a t is a h igh-grade ,odor-free  
san ita ry  fe r t iliz e r.

Look into it

On Long Island, where we are 
spending b illions  o f do lla rs  on sewage 
disposal and have created a g igantic  
pork ba rre l w hich env ironm enta lis ts  
c la im  w ill change the content of our 
oceans as well as d ra in  o ff the usable 
fre s h  w a te r ,  w h y  a r e n 't  we in 
vestiga ting  th is new energy source? 
We are  a t a point in our h is to ry  when 
we m ust s ta rt th ink ing  of ways to 
rec la im  eve ry  b it of our waste. We 
hope and we encourage you to dem and 
tha t our governm ent agencies in 
vestigate the poss ib ilities of a system  
of th is  na tu re  hereon Long Island. It  is 
p rac tica l and makes sence, and w ill 
p ro fit a ll of us and p a rtic u la r ly  our 
ch ild ren in the generations to come. 
And why not?

Do Come
On A p r i l  26 D oc to r A r th u r  R. 

Tam p lin , a fo rm e r A tom ic  Energy 
Com m ission b iophysic is t who is in 
te rn a tio n a lly  known in the fie ld  of 
ra d io a c tiv ity , w ill be a guest speaker 
at a m eeting presented by a con
so rtium  o f c iv ic  organ iza tions. D r. 
T am p lin  w ill speak on the effects the 
three a tom ic  p lan ts being considered 
fo r S uffo lk County w ill have on us. We 
have a ll heard L ILC O  expound the ir 
views on the subject. I t  w ill be in-

teresting to hear the other side. The 
creation of these th ree  power plants 
w ill be the m ost im p o rta n t change in 
the scope and the q u a lity  of life a f
fecting a ll of Suffolk County in the next 
century. It  is of utm ost im portance 
tha t everyone hear both sides of th is 
question.

Pros and cons

T h e re  a re  tre m e n d o u s ly ' con 
tro ve rs ia l a rgum ents, both pro and 
con, fo r  the  c re a tio n  o f n u c le a r 
generating plants. On one hand, you 
have the u t il it ie s ' quest fo r  low cost 
e lec trica l generating fa c ilit ie s  and on 
the other hand you have the question of 
whether human beings can surv ive  in 
the  m id s t of these p la n ts . U n
fo rtu n a te ly , a t th is tim e , there a re  no 
c lear cut answers as to the safety or 
the p ra c tic a lity  of such ins ta lla tions. 
We do have the facts on hand tha t the 
A tom ic E nergy Comm ission w ill not 
a llow  these plants to be bu ilt in 
populated areas because of the safety 
and h e a lth  ha za rd s  th a t  th e y  do 
create. Yet, we do have the leg itim a te  
need fo r  low cost e n e rg y , and 
som ewhere in between a com prom ise 
is going to have to  be reached. The 
com prom ise, if L ILC O  has its w ay, 
w ill be th a t the lives o f the residents of 
Eastern Long Island are disposable.

It is fo r th is reason we urge you to 
attend th is  meeting to fin d  out the 
other side of the  s to ry  and how you 
personally can be a ffec ted , so th a t you 
may m ake up you r own m ind  as to the 
need and the leg itim acy  of energy 
through a tom ic  reactors. The m eeting 
w ill be held in the spacious ca fe to rium  
of the R iverhead Jun io r H igh School a t 
600 H arrison Avenue in R iverhead. 
The date again is F r id a y , A p ril 26. The 
tim e : 8 p .m . Do t r y  to be there. And 
why not?
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Y o u th  R e g is tra t io n

Within 30 days after a young man 
reaches his eighteenth birthday, he 
has to register for military service. 
Every high school we know of has a 
teacher or counselor assigned to this 
task. He or she assists the young man 
in filling out the necessary paperwork 
and sends it to the proper authorities 
to be recorded. This system works, 
and works well. There are few men 
that avoid being registered and the 
registration is completed with the 
least amount of aggravation and 
paperwork.

The students want it

Students from many of our high 
schools have requested that they be 
able to register to vote at their local 
high school. Registering to vote is no 
longer a complicated procedure. It's 
as easy as registering for military 
service. You write down your name, 
address and other pertinent in
formation and check the party you 
w ish to be registered with or the fact
that you do not wish to be registered in 
any parYy and p re fe r  to be in
dependent. Your papers are checked 
and you are registered.

Some politicians in this County feel 
we should not make it easy for people 
to register. Two weeks ago at the 
County Legislature, Floyd Linton (D) 
and Louis A. Fuoco ( R) has prepared a 
joint resolution that would make 
simple registration possible. M r. 
Fuoco allegedly received a call from 
Brookhaven Town Republican boss, 
Richard Zeidler, and as a result, the 
resolution was held for another two 
weeks.

that under these conditions some 
students who might normally register 
Republican would end up being 
registered as Democrats.

We believe

We do have enough faith, though, in 
our young people to believe that most 
of them are not bought cheap. They do 
have minds of their own. They will 
choose an idealogy they personally 
can be comfortable with -  we do not 
think that the Democratic party is the 
only party offering this idealogy. In 
addition, after registration takes 
place, there is a period of time before 
these students will actually vote. If the 
politicians put together programs to 
attract these young voters as well as 
older voters, they will be successful in 
winning their vote. We are sorry to see 
that some Republican leaders and 
most noticeably, Mr. Zeidler, have 
such little faith in our young people. 
We do and we think they will act ac- 
according to their own convictions and 
should have the flexibility of-being 
able to register at their schools. And 
why not? c<
Worth The D eposit

The Suffolk County Legislature last 
Tuesday held a hearing in Hauppauge 
on a proposal for the County to charge 
a deposit on all beverage containers, 
both deposit type and throwaways. 
The logic behind this proposal is if the 
consumer is made to bring back his 
returnables or pay a stiff penalty, he 
will. The State of Oregon put this 
system info operation and it has 
worked. An upstate county is 
scheduled to use the system starting 
this fall. Suffolk is considering it now.

glad to return their containers if they 
can get the selection and variety in the 
beverages they want in returnable 
containers. The beverage industry 
maintains that the consumer demands 
non-returnable containers. We rather 
feel that the consumer has been forced 
to buy these. The industry maintained 
that if the county makes it mandatory 
for all containers to be of deposit form, 
this would destroy jobs and raise 
prices; it would do nothing to prevent 
litter; it would not substantially help 
our solid waste problem.

Different conclusions

We cannot understand how they 
come to these conclusions. As for jobs, 
more people will be needed to handle 
the returnable containers. Therefore 
there will be more jobs. If the con
tainers are of a re-usable form, they 
will not show up in our garbage dumps 
and cause more solid waste problems. 
Those that are not re-usable can be 
recycled if they are returned. If 
someone knows they are throwing a 
dime out the w in d o w , the Woidency 
would be to throw the can underneath
the seat of the car and return it the 
next time you go to buy beverĉ gesr.

Back to the source

There is no doubt that a deposit on 
all containers will cause problems for 
the industry, but it has been the in
dustry that has caused the problem in 
the first place. Now what the people 
are saying through the Legislature is, 
"the problem is back in your laps, 
boys, where it belongs". We hope that 
the Legislature sticks to its guns and 
passes a strong measure requiring all 
beverage containers be subject to 
deposit. And why not?

Party politics

In Suffolk, Republicans over
whelmingly are the predominant 
party in registration. It is the feeling of 
some Republican leaders that if high 
school students were allowed to 
register in high school, they would be 
swayed in their registration by their 
high school social studies teachers. It 
is the fear of these leaders fhat 
teachers tend to lean more towards the 
Democratic Party, and as a result, 
many of these students would end up 
registered Democrats. We do not 
dispute that many teachers have 
Democratic leanings. We do not 
dispute the fact that many of these 
teachers directly influence the 
students and we do not dispute the fa ct

Who is responsible?

Beverage containers contribute 
heavily to our solid waste disposal 
problems. There is hardly a road you 
can drive down that is not littered with 
non-returnable cans and bottles. At 
present the consumer pays about five 
cents more for the privilege of not 
returning containers. In addition, it is 
becoming more and more difficult for 
the consumer, who wishes to save and 
who goes through the trouble of 
returning bottles to find these retur
nables stocked in our beverage houses 
and supermarkets. Most people we 
have talked to have stated (par
ticularly since the ecology movement 
has grown) they would be more than
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€ willmotts anil wliy-nots
David J. Willmott, Editor

One Tax For A l l
We have all just completed the 

annual agony of filling out our tax 
returns. To go along with the agony, 
we saw the President of the United 
States charged with misinterpretation 
of the tax laws and reassessed almost 
one half million in back taxes. This 
| Sk. place because he and his ac- 
cbbntants interpreted the laws to 
mean one thing and the Congressional 
Committee interpreted them another 
way. As each of us sat down to do our 
taxes, we had to interpret what the la w 
meant as it was applied to us in
dividually. Do you count the five 
pounds of bluefish your neighbor gave 
you as income or don't you? Do you 
count the 20 miles your traveled last 
May 20 to take Suzie to the orthodontist 
as a medical expense? Do you count 
circulation sales to be delivered in '74 
but sold prior to December 31 as 1973 
income or 1974 income? And on and on 
the confusion goes.

Who pays m ost?

An economic fact the liberal press 
very often forgets to remind the 
taxpayer of is that over 66 percent of 
the public pays in excess of 42 percent 
of their income in taxes. This is 
something the average person is 
generally not aware of because he 
thinks of himself paying a smaller 
percentage and the fat cats on the top 
are the ones that are being socked 40, 
50, 60, and 70 percent and more. What 
the average person also is not a ware of 
is with inflation and his rate of pay 
rising upwards over the last decade, 
he has moved up into new tax brackets 
that once were reserved for the 
wealthy. With the progressive income 
tax and inflation, it is the guy in the 
middle who is paying a bigger and 
bigger bite in taxes. Can this all be 
eliminated and made equal? The 
answer is "yes".

So-called ad jus tm ents

At present, our tax laws are used to 
create so-called social ajustment and 
to equalize the wealth of the nation. 
This is hogwash, but it makes for good 
politics. The very wealthy maintain 
their wealth through tax loopholes and 
keep a greater proportion of their 
earnings free from the tax man. We 
are not opposed to th is idea as the idea 
that this country offers an opportunity 
for you to get rich and to have, to hold 
and to use this wealth is an unalienable 
right. We are opposed to the average 
person picking up more than his share

of the tab, which is what he does 
through our tax system.

O ffering  a s ta rtin g  point

It is our feeling that a system can be 
devised that will take the nighmare 
out of paying taxes and equalize for 
everyone the share of carrying the tax 
burden. We do not pretend to be 
mathematicians or social economists 
and only offer the following plan as a 
starting point for serious thought for 
those who are concerned about this 
country and how it is run. The premise 
on which our tax plan would operate 
would be as follows:

Everyone pays an equal tax. There 
are no loopholes, no deductions, and no 
way that anyone can avoid paying his 
rightful share. All taxes in existence at 
present - income, corporate, real 
estate, withholding, custom, 
inheritance, hidden and otherwise - 
are repealed. They are replaced with 
one tax based on the total output of the 
country, better known as the gross 
national product, including the gross 
national income and wealth transfer.

In 1972, (the latest figures we have to 
work with), the figures indicate that 
the gross national product and the 
gross national income amounted to 
$2,096,947,000,000. The Federal 
government spent $238 b illion ; 
combined state governments spent $11 
billion; local municipalities spent an 
estimated $1 billion, bringing the tota I 
government expenditure to $250 
billion. $250 billion divided into the 
total gross national product and gross 
national income gives you a per
centage just shy of 12 per cent.

Allowing for sloppy mathematics for 
which we are famous, and other 
factors beyond our lim ited in
telligence, it would indicate a one-time 
tax of 13 percent on everything we buy, 
everything we make, all profits, and 
all labors, which would totally take 
care of every tax burden with which 
we a re now faced. This tax would be 29 
percent less than what the average 
person is paying. It's a heck of a lot 
less than what our corporations are 
paying on their actual earnings. It 
would be simple to administrate and 
very difficult to cheat on as there are 
no deductions, no loopholes, and no 
allowances. You would not need the 
complicated tax laws under which we 
now operate that are subject to 
misinterpretation. A simple tax of this 
nature, with the elimination of all 
other taxes, would substantially wipe 
out the bureaucracy that the tax 
bureaus are so famous for. It would

allow everybody and every company 
to be able to figure their tax burden on 
a week-to-week basis and not have to 
sweat out the end of the year.

No m ore loopholes

The plan is simple, and we believe 
many would consider it a radical 
approach to a complex problem, but 
this may be what is needed in today's 
government if we are going to survive. 
The plan would elim inate the loopholes 
both for the individual and the cor
poration. It would make each of us 
wholly responsible for ourselves and 
could once more put this country on 
sound financial footing.

In addition to a simplistic idea as 
this, at the same time this plan were to 
be adopted, the budgeting for all 
government agencies would be based 
upon the total income of the year 
before rather than the hoped-for in
come of the year to come. In other 
words, the government would be 
forced to live with in the means a Hotted 
to it by the efforts of its people the year 
before. In addition, if the government 
officials were serious about reducing 
the size of the governmental budgets, 
and stopping inflation, it could be 
accomplished by simply making a 
mandatory 1 percent cut in the a mount 
to be spent progressively each year for 
five years. This would only be 1 per
cent the first year but would amount to 
31 percent over five years.

We realize a concept such as this is 
Utopian, and more than we could ever 
hope for, but we hope those who are 
concerned about our g reat country w il I 
at least think out this idea as we have 
and discuss the ramifications and 
benefits to be derived for all. And why 
not?
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