Extrermism should end

‘The Court of Appeals decision,
which rejected the demand of environ-
mentalists for a cumulative impact
study on all proposed devlopment
mthin the pine barrens area, has sent
h |Lcwaves through the environmen-
tx~ector. It should also cause serious
reflection on the part of those who
were the leaders of this legal effort,
and who insisted on proceeding with
an attitude of demand rather than
compromise.

he goal was commendable, the
reservation of sensitive lands to pro-
tect our water supply. But, in fashion-
ing their journey through the courts,
the environmentalists all too often put
forth words of doom rather than

Hurry, h

State Senator Norman Levy (R-
Merrick) cautioned during an inter-
view at Suffolk Life shortlﬁl before the
November elections that the “next bi
battle” will be over the use of a ded-
icated fund earmarked for transporta-
tion improvement projects. He was
right, that battle is about to begin.

The spending habits and fiscal
mismanagement by Governor Mario
Cuomo and New York State officials
have caused a projected $2 billion def-
icit in 1993. In order to offset the
state’s mounting fiscal woes, Gover-
nor Mario Cuomo has announced he
wants to steal $500 million from those
dedicated funds to help plug the defi-
cit. In short, he wants to take taxes
raised throu%h gasoline-related sources
which have been specificallﬁ dedicated
for transportation to bail him out of
inept fiscal management. The gover-
nor is wrong.

Dedicated funds are designed to
protect vital projects from governmen-
tal misuse. Funds raised through
transportation-related taxes are placed
in a “locked box” to prevent officials
from diverting them to other uses.
The dedicated transportation fund
was created in 1991, based on a com-
mitment by state officials to dedicate
these tax revenues specifically for

statements of fact. The scare tactic
methods--*all the water is going to be
olluted”—have been the motivating
orce behind many of the environmen-
talists” pet projects. We must buy all
the land, we must stop all devel-
opment, we must, we must, we must.
All or nothing.
These tactics have bro_u%ht pro-
grams of land acquisition without_any
riority listing of the most sensitive
ands which should be preserved first.
We have spent millions of dollars on
claims, not fact. Such claims caused
Suffolk County to purchase some 1-
200 acres at a cost of $19 million
when, by accepting a limited devel-
opment plan, the county could have

received 90 percent of that acreage
free. The same is happening with the
proposed purchase of Robins Island.
A limited development plan, 28 to 30
exFenswe homes, would make avail-
able the remainder of the island for
nature preserve purposes. )

No! We must have it all, environ-
mentalists cry. And so the county is
paying high legal fees to pursue the
gurchase of this_land, which will cost
$9.2 million initially and, includin
interest, about $20 million in the long
run.

On the other hand, developers put
forth project after project with little
thought, or concern, for the ultimate
impact. Profits are the ultimate mo-

Ide the key!

much-needed transportation projects.
The governor gave his commitment.
Now he wants to break his word. He
should be prevented from doing so.

It is ironical that the governor’s
raid on the locked box funds follows
the defeat of his jobs bond referendum
proposal which sought voter approval
of bonding $800 million, much of
which was to have been earmarked for
infrastructure improvements. The vot-
ers said, “No! Enough is enough,
you’re loading this state with too
much debt. You’re just going to have
to learn to better manage the ever-in-
creasing tax dollars you already get.”
The 8overnor’sjobs ond act was de-
feated by the voters.

Now, despite the pre-election
claims that the $800 million was vi-
tally needed to boost our economy, to
create |!Iobs, to improve our infrastruc-
ture, the governor wants to raid funds
earmarked for transportation projects,
which would accomplish all of those
goals, and plug his administration’s

udget deficit. That gives us cause to
wonder if the $800 million jobs bond
act was for real, or just a scam to get
extra bucks to help plug his deficit. If
we can’t believe what he said in 1991,
when he agreed to commit these funds
to transportation projects, how can we

really believe what he said in 1992
when he talked about creating jobs?
How can we ever believe anything else
he tells us, now and in the future?

Not all of the state’s fiscal woes
are the governor’s fault, of course. But
much of it is. In last year’s budget, he
tampered with pension funds, diver-
ted $800 million into the general fund
to deal with the budget. “You can’t do
that,” said the unions, “It’s illegal.”
Cuomo disagreed. Trust me, he said,
it’s legal. The unions went to court.
They were right. The governor was
wrong. The court ordered Cuomo to
reﬁay the funds, starting in 1993. An-
other dubious “one-shot” scheme
failed, and the deficit grows.

That should have been a learning
experience. Proof positive that the
one-shot schemes serve no useful pur-
pose. They may mask the problem for
a limited time, but the piper has to be
paid sometime, in some way. It
wasn’t. Now Cuomo, instead of facing
the very obvious need to cut waste,
needless spending, to bring govern-
ment under control, is trying to play
the same tired old game.

Hopefully state legislators will
have the gumption to do what has to
be done, and to stop Cuomo from
raiding the locked box funds.

And why not?

You are to be commended

Congratulations Suffolk County, you
turned out in record numbers to vote
during the recent balloting. Close to 80
percent of those who had registered
went to the polls on November 3. This
is heartening for so often, the turnout is
less than 50 percent. Democracy only
works if people take part in it.

When you consider the kind of laws
that are imposed, the regulations and
the taxes, it would seem to this editor
that everybody would want to have their

\S/E\i)/. It has often amazed us thatin Third
orld countries they can rack up 9
percent participation” even though vot-
Ing can be a time-consuming and often
ONerous process. i

On January 20, we will have a new
President. Although Bill Clinton only re-
ceived 38 percent of the vote, hardly a
majority, he swept the electoral college.
We have long advocated doing awa
with this archaic election process. We
fear that someday, and it has almost
happened a few times, the President

elected by the people will not be the
President” selected by the electoral col-
lege. One man, one vote has been the
rallying cry of democracy. Why should
this principle be bastardized “here in
America, the cradle of democracy?

As Congress prepares to reform it-
self, it should also address the election
of our President and eliminate the elec-
toral college procedure.

Again,” congratulations to so many
for taking part in democracy by voting.

And why not?

tives which are targeting price clubs,
major shopping complexes, manufac-
turer outlet centers and a host of other
development plans for local areas. The
spread of strip shopping centers on
virtually every empty piece of land
along major roadways is ludicrous.
We’re fast coming to a condition
where there are almost more stores
than there are people. Every new
store, sooner or later, leads to the

g death of another. The influx of price

clubs and outlet centers threatens the
existence of our communities’ main
streets.

Developers, because of the eco-
nomic times, are %ettlng strong sup-
port from construction union workers
who have created a strike force of
sorts to support dervelopers’ plans.
They appear at public hearings for

large projects, Sam’s Price Club in
Medford, the Breslin Mall plan in
Brookhaven Town, at a county hear-

ing on the proposed construction of a
minor league ballpark. They appear in
large number, 200 to 300 strong, are
loudly vocal, often shouting down the
words of those who appear to oppose
projects. .

While it is easy to feel sympathy
for their plight--they want and need
jobs--we had the feeling recently they
are being misled and used. The con-
struction workers were out in force for
a recent information meeting which
focused on the construction by the
New York Power Authority (NYPA)
of an electrical generating plant in
Holtsville. The facility is unneeded
until 1998 at the earliest, according to
LILCO which will purchase power
from the plant. It is being built on or-
ders from the Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC), based on an erroneous
projection that the power would be re-
quired by 1994, )

The message from the union work-
ers was loud and clear, “We need the
obs.” They were lavish with praise for

YPA for providing jobs. The fact is,
however, the NYPA plant is a prefab-
ricated structure, being built elsewhere
and trucked to the site. The average
number of jobs during construction
will be 100, short-term positions. And,
some of the equipment for the plant is
being made in foreign countries,
something unions speak out strongly
against. Lower electric rates would re-
sult in more long-term work-for busi-
nesses expanding and others moving
in--than the temporar% generating
plant positions that will be created. In
effect, by supporting a project that will
cause LILCO rates to go even higher,
the union workers are Slgoportlng the
very problem that has driven many
businesses and thousands upon thou-
sands of jobs out of the area to places
where energy costs are far lower.

Common sense and compromise
are vitally needed. Environmentalists
must learn to compromise, towns
must be more stringent with their re-
quirements, and the cry for jobs must
not be a “build anything, anywhere,
we need the jobs” demand.

The future of Suffolk County de-
serves no less.

And why not?
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The need Is so great

Look into the eyes of a small child.
Tell the youngster that “Santa Claus is
coming” and those eyes will sparkle with
excitement, anticipation, joy. That is an
important part of the spirit of Christmas
for most of us. There is a segment in our
society, however, that, through no fault
of their own, must deliver a different
message: “Santa Claus won’t come to
our house this year.” The look on the
faces and in the eyes of the youngsters
wt' rre given this message reflect a re-
acK.ii far different. Those eyes will be
filled with despair, with tears.

The goal of The Group, a consor-
tium of volunteers who band together
each year during the holidays, is to ban-
ish that despair and wipe away those

tears. That goal is to bring a message of
love to those who are facing hard times,
a helping hand to ease their plight, a
shoulder to lean on to let them know
they are not alone.

Christmas is more than tinsel and
wrappings, ribbons and bows. It is more
than bright lights, and carols, and fes-
tive holiday gatherings. Christmas is
special because it signifies a very special
event, an event that offers hope and
love. Christmas is a feeling, one of good
will to all, of love, of hope. While The
Group’s efforts take the shape of gaily-
wrapped presents for the children, con-
tained in those efforts is the feeling of
reaching out and touching someone’s
life, of sharing, of human kindness, one
to another.

The mouse must

Governor Mario Cuomo and Assem-
bly Speaker Saul Weprin are both New
York City Democrats. Street fighters
who are tough and mean, cutting and of-
ten devious. They are a formidable foe
to the third part of the trio that runs
New York State, Senate Majority
Leader Ralph Marino. | .

Marino in stature is a big man. By

ure size alone he can be intimidating.
Once he opens his mouth, he projects an
image of meek and mild mannered, a
softness that his opponents perceive as a
weakness. It has been said that although
Marino may look like a lion, he is more
of a mouse. He never learned how to
roar. Marino should be roaring in out-
rage at the governor’s latest guerrilla
raid on suburbia. .
~ Cuomo, to make up for some of his
fiscal mismanagement, is attempting to
raid the dedicated lock box funds for
transportation. New York is only one of
four states that, up until last year, did
not have a dedicated fund for transpor-
tation. Forty-six other states save as
thez?/ go by taxing transportation, fuels
and mmposing tolls. These monies go
into a dedicated fund and are there to'
maintain, rebuild and build new trans-
portation facilities. ]

- Cuomo has not been hesitant about
|mp03|\;1\ﬂ]_transportat|on taxes and user
fees. ile most thought that these
taxes were earmarked for transporta-
tion, Cuomo and Company wasted them
by putting them into the general fund
where they could be spent on anything
and everything. )

The ~ Metropolitan  Transportation
Authority, which runs the buses, the
railroads and the commuter lines, has a
deficit in the New York City Transit
System. The logical and the fair thing to
do would be to raise fares on the lines
that are ca_usm? the deficit. The |oeople
who are directly benefiting should pay
their own way. )

~ Cuomo Qpposes this; he wants to
raid the dedicated transportation fund
and again have suburbia bail out the
City. And he wants to grab revenues
from the commuter railroads, the Long
Island Rail Road and Metro North, to
allow MTA officials to bail out the city
operations. Cuomo labels these funds as
“surplus” in an effort to cover his ac-
tions.

Senator Levy charged last week that
Cuomo “knows full well that those re-
sources are vitally necessary to meet
commuter rail capital and” operating
needs. If a person has $5 in_his pocket
today, that $5 isn’t a surplus if he or she

has $10 worth of bills due tomorrow.”
Levy, who has been a staunch fighter
against Cuomo’s raid of dedicated funds
for transportation projects, and of the
commuter rail revenues, added: *“Such
mischaracterization occurs because it
suits the governor’s purpose in what is
just the latest chapter in the c_ontlnumg
saga of suburban bashing-seeking to ro
Peter to pay Paul-and when all else
fails, just take the commuters’ money
and neglect to mention that the Transit
Authority already receives more subsidy
money than what is generated in New
York City.” ) )
Levy has fought an admirable fight
on behalf of the surburbs and their resi-
dents. But he needs help from the Long
Island Democrats who are a part of the
political majority in the Assembly.

Last year, The Group was successful
in helping the eyes of more than 150
children to sparkle. Despite the plight of
their parents who were facing the prob-
lems wrought by the loss of employ-
ment, serious illness or other dilemmas,
and a very bleak outlook for a happy
Christmas, Santa Claus did come Into
their lives. The special dreams they har-
bored, although they did not dare to
hope, were realized in many instances.
Since each child was individually shop-
ped for by a member of The Group,
with funds donated by others who share
the dream, they found that special toy
they wished for beneath the tree on
Christmas morning. They found warm
clothing. There were gift certificates for

roar!

While these Democratic assemblymen
may share a ﬂ0|ltlca| bond with the gov-
ernor, they have an obligation to the
people who elected them to serve. They
must follow Levy’s lead, stand up t0
their leadership and to the governor.
They must let them know the surburbs’
taxpayers can no longer be expected to
foot the bill for the city’s problems.

‘Cuomo’s major Support, and the
major support of the Democratic As-
sembly, comes from New YOI’k_CIt%/.
Cuomo and Weprin will do anything to
protect this base. Marino is the only per-
son who can stop these thieves in the
night. He must roar like a lion rather
than squeak like a mouse. He must be-
come as tough and as devious as those
he is dealing with.

And why not?

shoes, for food. They found many pre-
sents, but most of all they found love.
The love of those more fortunate, will-
ing to share with those who are not.

Unfortunatel?/, there may well be
fewer eyes sparkling this year. The need
iS SO great, more so than ever in these
hard economic times. But the economy
is presenting an obstacle in The Group’s
efforts to help as many young children
as is humanly possible. While there has
been a generous response from many,
contributions are not keeping up with
the growing need.

You can help. A contribution, no
matter how large or small, will helﬁ
make it possible for The Group to reac
out and touch the lives of many more
families who are facing very hard times.
“There but for the grace of God go I”
has a very special meaning when the
plight of others less fortunate is known.
You can show your appreciation for
your good fortune by helping to help
those In need.

Every penny contributed goes to
those in need. Not one cent is spent for
anything but the gifts for the families
helped by The Group. There are no ad-
ministrative, accounting, or postage
costs. All are donated, as are the wrap-
pin%s and bows. Volunteers shop for
each family’s needs, many merchants of-
fer generous discounts helping to make
the dollars stretch further.

Won't gou be a part of The Group’s
efforts to bring that certain sparkle to
the eyes of the innocent victims-the
children?

And why not?

Profile without courage

The Suffolk County budget fiasco
played out to the final minutes of the fi-
nal day last week. Suffolk County legis-
lators finally, after being stalled for two
days, approved the county’s tax levy,
one which will bring varying per-
centages of tax rate increase in the vari-
ous towns. The average increase across
the county is predicted to be 5.8 per-
cent.

Last week’s haggling is a prime ex-
ample of why the county is in such a fis-
cal dilemma. Politics was the key
ingredient. Despite the fact that the tax
levy had to be signed last week in order
for tax bills to be sent out on a timely
basis, at first seven, and then six, legis-
lators voted against approving the levy.
Their reason? Because they face election
next year, and they did not want it said
they voted to increase taxes.

A profile without courage!

The county’s fiscal crisis does not
come as a surprise. The legislators voted
to increase th'e county’s sale tax twice in
order to raise additional funds to offset
a deficit that grew almost daily. They
had ample opportunity during this past
year to face the problem head on. They
could have, and most certainly should
have, spent every available moment

going through the budget with a fine-
toothed comb, weeding out every bit of
waste, cutting costs. They didn’t. They
left that task up to County Executive
Robert Gaffney, and when he produced
a budget that called for a tax rate hike
of about 20 percent, they went wild.

They produced another one of their
specialties, an omnibus bill that con-
tained more fiction than fact. A host of
imaginary savings. In one instance, the
bill took a county cost obligation, fund-
ing tuition costs for county residents
who attend out-of-county community
colleges, and simply switched that cost
to the towns. They did the same thing
last year, and only one town, Shelter Is-
land, paid the bill. Town officials this
year are threatening legal action to
thwart this move, which simply trans-
fers the tax burden to town residents,
who, of course, are also county taxpay-
ers. Simply transferring the obligation is
not the solution, providing some leader-
ship to eliminate this senseless charge is
what is needed. But is sorely lacking.

This is but one example, there are
many others, of ducking the real issue
with imaginary solutions.

The Suffolk County legislators must
put partisan politics aside. They must
end the senseless bickering between

their branch of the government and the
county executive’s office. Everyone,
Democrat, Republican, Conservative,
must work together to resolve the finan-
cial problem. The problem is clear:
there is too much spending. More taxes,
sales or property, are not the answer.
They are an admission of failure.

The time for one-shot budget
schemes, transferred obligations, imagi-
nary savings is over. It’s bare bones
time. The county needs to work with the
towns to end duplication, not saddle
them with added costs. There must be
careful scrutiny of all spending, all posi-
tions.

Suffolk County officials must face
up to the realization, once and for all,
that the solutions of the past didn’t
work. The problem still exists. Hiking
the tax rate isnt the answer. It simply
worsens the plight of the already over-
burdened taxpayer.

The clock is ticking for the Suffolk
County legislators. Election Day 1993
looms large. The months ahead rep-
resent the ultimate, and final, deadline
for the legislators to show they are up to
the task of managing the county’s fiscal
affairs.

And why not?
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takes the |onsmD from one who

cannot protect them is revered asa hero.
Many of the rules of thelr somety we

would ¢ ‘f% LOkﬁ

do not un er tanH tﬁelr cu ture
ynevervu . We do notsee
thelr we want them to see |
The want the ions

throug

her and the quall of life we en]|o?]/
ut the 0 not want Imentat

at is rgguwed to obtain |t {0 gam it

We fear our entry into Somalia is Ofa

trap that we riay never get out

to provide aid. and. another
a country mllltarlstlcay

There can be no question that we could

not have gotten the aid to those who are

able to

bloody

”H”VP

ed unus\eﬂ(lzlJ reagatloﬁagnd sick days as v\eliJO

Sobol, has you

values

from the CItI

per3|stently m the ci

|Ignored the cr
ens on the

thing to hold elther th admlnlstrators
the educatlonal establishment respons

for keepi nditures. |ntact oru ?
rgthe U |I§e Ucation, Inst
sisting upon equate tlme belng sdpent on

thethreeR
rams tha Yecutlntote aregr]{s
onger can e afford this

._How much

nsanity?

In fact, Sobol did nothing to control

his own representatives. BO(%ES Superin-

tendents are, as a matter of fact, official

0 representatives of the State Education De-
ment, and receive at least, it could be
re, $43000 fromthe state

S
the state has

other prereguisites. Now that 1l
should

oo verioaton for every dy et M
phy wes sup| to bery rk. V\hen
are talking about a million dollar pay-
out, there should be some guarantee that
the’ person put in the tlme, that all the
tlmevvas n onte business at hand,
t et are not paylng or unre-
should also deter
mlge why payments or un hvacaflrc])arjl
and sick time’ is s fi
daily rate, rather than the value% the day
N |t\/\asearnedata owner aré/
an 8rom

e state’s anger
lsed actl rPe i resuﬁt S|n agreturn

hat rece d that
|t IS for tﬁe cm%jren \)\/f‘gmanlt WBS

R rasRe e ne{ that_this_million doll
00, that_this_million dollar

ripoft will Fr)gsult In audits of oper-
ations to determine much of this
wanton waste 1S going on. It should also
lead to a total revision of the BOCES %s
tem to prevent this from ever happening

again.
As for the BQCES Il board members
V. Michael ckk %re3|dent Heonore
RoII Edward Blanke r. rt
Charnes, Sydney Finkelstein, Ellzabeth
VanBourgondien, and chael . Vinci-
uerra y should e re from of-
ice. Their’ comp |C|ty this million
doIIar ripoff should bar th m from ever
V|ng a%ss to taxpayers ollars again.

_)

psaupam

starving and in need of medical attention & 8
without a full-scale ml?ltary operation, For =
al intensjve p dlérgoses we'are occu in ar1>
count that not have a me
mee‘tea(tI our %horthterm h manltanan 3
i e hungry and savi
IVes, but in t rhge future V\geryvvll be faogg =
with'the h ar 0|ce8hcoﬁt|nu occupar i
tlon or a pu mean a return &

c?wan aSI s‘“a“ﬁé’\ﬁca””" of |st n%/
gg[ OPV(I even a I|fet|r% f
m| |tary intervention.
e should be realistic an
man’s Inhumanity to man is not limited to
Somlia, It’s rampant through most_of Af-
Do we have the right, the vuII or the
force to IprOJect our L§s he rest 0
afford t
quences?
The whole
b|te that Is Included i
ISm.

=
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ndness o
the television spund bites. Stan?i'?uon and
rica, South America and rru%n ofA6|a

the Wor e Conse-
100 whole ¢ estion goes far

CT??%::?;

t(?l‘(ja?}l(smn hals ?n Stsens:tttltér)nal l
p&o ems W persist an ||?ﬂaes|on

ether our | erv ntion Wil
or hindered, in the long run.

And why not?
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