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-  EDITORIAL -
Polit ies

Vs.
G o v e rn m e n t

We have often editorialized that to 
be elected (or re-elected), one must 
start to campaign the day after 
Election Day. The campaign that we 
have in mind is that of developing a 
good public image through one's ac­
tions. It does not mean playing politics 
365 days of the year. Unfortunately, 
some of the members of our town 
boards have gotten off on this foot. We 
are not talking about patronage ap­
pointments, as government and 
politics can't work without the spoils 
going to the victors. What we are 
talking about is decisions that affect 
the good of the community as a whole 
and are not the personal property of 
the politicians. Thereare some glaring 
examples. There is the matter of all 
the files being removed from the in­
coming Supervisor's office, Judith 
Hope of East Hampton, by the 
outgoing administration. This is pure 
childish politics and does not make for 
good government. In the Town of 
Riverhead, we are talking about the 
appointment of a Democratic Com­
mitteeman and an employee of Nor- 
thville Dock to the Planning Board 
when there are numerous other per­
sons available for the position who are 
politically independent and free of any 
possible conflicting interests. We are 
talking about the Brookhaven Town 
Board being faced with granting a 
special favor to Richard Zeidler, 
Republican Party Leader. They are 
expected to abandon a restrictive 
covenant on his property which has 
been allegedly violated by his con­
structing a building.

Politics , not good governm en t

All of these things fall into the realm 
of politics rather than good govern­
ment. We urge Town Board members 
of all political faiths to put aside 
partisan politics for the next two years 
and get down to the nitty gritty of 
running our towns as effectively and 
responsibly as they can. This is the 
reason they were put into office in the 
first place. There will be plenty of time 
for creating a political image in the 
fall of 1975. There is no better political 
image than that of having done their 
job to the satisfaction of the voters. We 
want and we demand our various 
governments' effectiveness, and we 
believe the people who have been 
elected to office, if they put aside their 
political attachments, can give the 
residents this government. And why 
not?

Contest offers free
"Millionaire's Weekends at Laurels" as prizes

SUFFOLK COUNTY - A fabulous all-expenses-paid, 
millionaire’s weekend for two at the famous Laurels Lake 
Hotel and Country Club, Sackett Lake, Monti cello, New 
York is the grand prize in a contest which area merchants 
are sponsoring in association with Suffolk Life starting 
January 28.

To win, all you need to do is fill in your name and ad­
dress on an entry form at any participating firm ad­
vertising in the special “Win A Millionaire’s Weekend At 
Laurels Lake Hotel” pages which will appear in both the 
January 28 and February 4 issues of Suffolk Life. The 
participating firms will also be identified by big, at­
tractive, black and yellow window posters which invite 
you to “Enter Here — Free!”

Three grand prizes will be awarded. One will be 
provided for those who enter in Northern Brookhaven 
firms. Another is provided for those who enter in Southern 
Brookhaven firms. And a third weekend for two is 
provided for those who enter in Eastern Long Island 
firms. Three prizes make it three times as easy for you to 
win!

And what prizes they are! The friendly management at 
Laurels year-round resort hotel in the mountains has 
planned everything to make the winners’ weekends truly 
memorable. Deluxe accommodations include private 
bath, wall-to-wall carpeting and air conditioning. There’s

letters
Fuel shortage affect boat business?

Open Letter

Dear Congressman Pike:
I am an outboard boat and motor dealer. We sell new and 

used boats. I would appreciate your taking the time to read 
this letter and advise us as to how we stand.

There is a lot of concern as to how the fuel shortage is going 
to affect our business. Naturally, people are skeptical in 
purchasing new equipment with the anticipation of no fuel 
next summer to run their boats.

I have researched several facts that you may not be aware 
of. Recreational boating consumes approximately V2  of 1 per 
cent of gasoline used by Americans each year. This is a 
relatively small amount of fuel, considering the amount of 
people who own pleasure boats. Total saleof boats and related 
equipment in the nation represents $4 billion worth of 
business. There is approximately V2  million people employed 
in our business by some 16,000 individual firms. Long Island is 
the largest recreational boating area in the country. Boating 
is second only to defense contracts as the largest industry on 
Long Island.

The normal question being asked is, "Can we get fuel to go 
boating next year?" Maybe not as much, but I hope with your 
consideration of these facts we can get your support in helping 
to insure the stability and future of this industry.
Sincerely yours,
Russel L. Carpenter 
Patchogue

"Energy crisis as a vehicle"?
Dear Mr. Willmott:

At a time when fuel is in short supply to the nation and 
decrees of energy conservation are coming not only from 
groups such as Zero Population Growth and Friends of the 
Earth but also from official Washington, advertisements 
suddenly appear in the newspapers crying "Beat the Oil 
Shortage: Install Electric Heat". LILCO themselves ("we're 
living together, LILCO and you") promise a substantial 
monetary kickback to the home owner who installs electric 
heat.

We will all find out soon if the end of readily available, 
abundant energy is in truth now or perhaps th irty  years 
hence. But to advertise electric heat as a method to c ir­
cumvent a current oil shortage is irresponsible and immoral. 
A high school physics student can explain that (1) electricity 
is derived mainly from the combustion of fuel, (2) to heat 
domestically with electricity is manifold less efficient than 
heating with fuel burned in the home. To obtain electricity, 
the fuel is burned to boil water into steam, the steam is 
transformed into mechanical energy through a turbine which 
turns a generator. The resulting electric power must be 
distributed and transformed into low voltage domestic supply 
where it is passed through a resistor to heat water or air and 
thereby heat the house. Each step in this train has an inherent 
efficiency factor, some steps losing 50 to 60 percent of the 
available energy. Since it is a series chain of events, the total 
efficiency of the system is the product of the individual ef­
ficiencies, i.e., if step one is 50 percent efficient and step two is 
40 percent efficient, the efficiency of the process involving 
step one and two is 50 percent x 40 percent equals 20 percent 
efficient. And the more steps in the chain, the lower the ef­
ficiency. Therefore, processes with few steps (oil burner 
flame heating water to heat house) are inherently more ef 
ficient than processes with many steps.

So before reacting to this sensationalsim concerning the 
economies of electric heat, consider the point that perhaps 
some of the more profit-oriented corporations are using the

a new Sun Valley indoor pool, health spas, a new indoor 
skating rink, pool-a-rama recreation center, two ski hills, 
toboggan run and railway lift, ski tow, and 12 all-weather 
tennis courts.

But that’s just the beginning. The all-expense-weekend 
includes all meals, tips, entertainment in the night club, 
even a complimentary bottle of champagne and com­
plimentary cocktails! A nd of course the food at Laurels 
resort is famous the world over. There’s just none better 
anywhere!

If you choose to take your Millionaire’s Weekend at 
Laurels in summer, you can {day the championship golf 
course, swim in the outdoor pool, boat, fish or water ski on 
five-mile Sackett lake. Laurels has anticipated your every 
wish to make your stay the greatest weekend in your life.

It all starts January 28 and lasts for two big weeks. The 
contest closes Saturday, February 9. Impartial drawings 
will be held at Suffolk Life’s office on February 11 and 
winners will be announced in the issue of February 18. As 
usual, the editor of Suffolk Life is sole judge and judge’s 
decision is final.

Watch for the special pages in Suffolk Lifeandget ready 
to enter this super contest that you can win. Watch for the 
bargains which local firms are advertising during the 

•event, too, and you’ll be a double winner!

"energy crisis" as a vehicle to increase earnings. If total oil 
supplies are decimated, the power companies will be as short 
of fuel as the home consumer. To add additional inefficient 
domestic heating loads on an undersupplied electric network 
does not appear to be the most well-thought-out method of 
alleviating a fuel shortage.

Hampton Zero Population Growth has in supply a helpful 
fofder published by Concern, Inc. (a Washington-based en 
vironmental group) which deals with methods of conserving 
fuels. For a free copy, drop a card to Box 31, Westhampton, 
New York. Also several of the local newspapers have run 
articles and editorials on this subject. The rational approach 
in dealing with a cutback in available energy suppl ies is to use 
what we have frugally and not selfishly reacting to "scare" 
advertising that, in reality, demands even more consumption. 
Very truly yours,
Charles R. Hedberg, Chairman 
Zero Population Growth

"Liveliest paper on L.l."
Dear Mr. Willmott:

Here is my $5 for two years of Suffolk Life, which is prob­
ably the liveliest paper on all of Long Island. That includes 
the big fat ones who are so busy running to the bank they 
forget that a newspaper is supposed to contain so me news.

But if 1 may offer a suggestion: Give some more hell to the 
Long Island Railroad. Suffolk County desperately needs 
public transportation, because most of the natives are held 
virtual bondage by the lack of it. How working people can 
continue to support two and three cars is entirely beyond me.

The rich people that live could use public transportation, 
too! Very soon, the air will be so befouled of car exhausts that 
their snug little hide a ways will be as unhealthy as any 
tenement over the West Side Highway in Manhattan. And 
maybe we should all be grateful for this fact of life: Even the 
very rich have no place else to go, because there areno more 
unspoiled spots. Therefore, it behooves them to help the rest 
of us get some public transportation here in Suffolk.

Keep up the good work.
I.H Hunt
Westhampton Beach

~  A
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1Ja4tk omml Last week to win a 
“Millionaire's Weekend at the LaurelsII

SUFFOLK COUNTY - You 
can still win an all-expense 
paid “ M i l l i o n a i r e ’s 
Weekend at the Laurels”. 
Your local merchants and 
Suffolk Life a re sponsoring

this fantastic free contest 
which offers a wonderful 
weekend for two at the 
Laurels Lake Hotel and 
Country Club on Sackett 
Lake, Monticello, New

York.
The contest is absolutely 

free and it’s easy to enter. 
All you must do is fill out 
an entry blank at a 

cont on page 10/14/22 F

FEBRUARY 4 t h  t h r u  1 6 th

\ N\.V

^  Over 50  boats on display 
^  Rowboats to yachts 
^  Special show prices 
^  Nationwide manufacturers 

*  ★  Outboards and Inboards 
^  All boats inside Mall 
^  Experts on hand to answer questions 
^  Fishing, skiing and high performance boats

ABRAHAM A STRAUS.
MACYS, MARTINS, SCARS 
AND OVCR lOOCINC STORtS, 
SHOP CVCRY NIGHT TO 9 30 PM
IC Insert Sunday*.I

Putting on the first green 
of the Laurels cham­
pionship golf course. The 
course is one facet of the 
many fine sports facilities 
available at the Laurels. 
Win a free “Millionaire’s 
Weekend”. The contest is 
sponsored by your local 
merchants and Suffolk 
Life.

SMITH HAVEIM MALL
LAKE GAOVE NEW YORK IlfSS  At th« m l«ri«choni of JortcAo Tpfco (At* 2Si and lh« SmiiMown (ftto J4?i

SHOULD WE SUBSIDIZE? —cont from page 3 F

Mass transportation in the suburbs 
has always been a tremendous 
problem and will continue to be. One of 
the aspects of city living or centralized 
living, that we gave up with the con­
cept of suburban development, was 
mass transportation. This, of course, 
was replaced by the two-car family 
where everyone shuttled themselves 
wherever they wanted to go. There is 
no feasible or economical way you can 
institute a real mass transportation 
system within the communities, 
particularly door-to-door service that 
the buses and subways are able to 
offer in the city.

No mass transportation is the cost of 
living in suburbia. It is unrealistic and 
unfair to ask all the taxpayers to 
finance the riding convenience of a 
few. Those that do not own a car can 
always use a private taxi. Of course, 
this is high-cost transportation. But is 
it fair to ask those who are providing 
their own transportation to subsidize 
others, which is what this scheme is all 
about?

At present, we have privately owned 
bus lines connecting our various 
towns. There is no way we are going to 
accomplish door-to-door tran ­
sportation other than by cars on a 
reasonable and economical basis. To 
attempt to do so is opening up a

Pandora's Box that will not only be 
costly, but will be a waste of all the 
taxpayers' money. We recommend 
that the Suffolk County Legislature 
turn thumbsdownon this proposal and 
accept the realities of living in Suffolk 
County that door-to-door mass tran­
sportation will not work economically. 
And why not?

letters
The Energy Czar and Suffolk Life

Dear Mr. Willmott:
I am enclosing your recent Editorial, (January 28, 1974), 

which I consider to be one of the most misleading and 
erroneous articles among the many biased ones appearing in 
some newspapers recently.

I am sending herewith an article by Mr. Simon, who does 
know something about the energy crisis and the oil industry 
whereas, quite obviously, about which your editorial writer 
knows little or nothing. If you read the article carefully, 
especially the marked passages, you will see how wrong your 
editorial is. I hope that you will correct the misstatements in a 
subsequent edition and point out that governmental and en­
vironmental decisions are as much or more to blame for the 
crisis/than is oil industry.

Furthermore, I am reluctant to continue my subscription to 
a paper that is socialistic enough to advocate nationalization 
of the oil industry an event that would be an economic disaster 
to the U.S. Look what happened in England after 
nationalization of various industries!

I am disappointed that a paper which started out so well 
could take such an uninformed position.
M. Aldrich 
East Hampton

EDITORS NOTE:

At your request, we re-read Simon's message as published in 
U.S. News And World Report as we have read everything, pro 
and con, we have been able to get our hands on concerning the 
alleged oil crisis. We are still firm  in our opinion that the oil 
companies have definately contrived and have been in 
collusion to cause a shortage of petroleum products. The big 
twenty not only owns and controls American oil fields,

refineries, pipelines, and storage facilities, but also controls 
the entire marketing and distribution within this country. In 
addition these same companies control, or at the least are 
able to influence, the management and political policies of 
almost all foreign oil resources. When foreign oil interests 
raise their prices, the American oil companies receive a 
higher percentage of return on their investment. They have 
everything to gain from these raises. Only the consumer is the 
ultimate loser.

If you have followed the alleged oil crisis as closely as we 
have, it would be as obvious to you that our government has 
been duped by the oil companies. They have relied almost 
exclusively on oil company figures as supplied by the 
American Petroleum Institute, and have made almost no 
attempt to independent! y audit and substantiate these alleged 
facts. These alleged facts trip themselves up continuously. 
The question is why the government has continually gone 
along using these facts as gospel truth when it is so obvious 
that they are not facts but figments of the imagination.

As to your allegation that it was and is the en­
vironmentalists who have caused the oil shortage, we believe 
you should do more investigation on your own. The en­
vironmentalists have continually said drill wherever there is 
oil. They have no objection. Only make this drilling fail-safe 
so there are no oil spills or accidents that will ruin the en­
vironment. They have said refine where it is profitable. But 
the refineries cannot be polluters and must be clean. Were the 
environmentalists asking too much that our air, our water, 
and the quality of life that makes living worthwhile be 
protected? We think ail they were asking for was a com­
promise.

Our suggestion that ultimately, if the oil companies persist 
on the same path they are now on, nationalization was a 
possibility -- but only a very last step, and one to be taken out 
of desperation.

As you indicate you are a long-time reader of Suffolk Life 
and should know from our past editorials that we are con­
servative in thought and philosophy. For a conservative 
publication and a conservative editor to suggest 
nationalization, you must realize the desperate straights the 
average person finds himself in. This publication is a 
capitalistic organization and this editor is a capitalist. We are 
proud of it. We are proud to be able to operate under a system 
that allows us to own property, to use this property, our own 
abilities, our own ambitions, to garnish a profit. Profit is not a 
dirty word. It is what has made America a strong country. But 
profit, like any other freedom, can be abused. And when there 
is flagrant abuse, there must be a nullifying factor.

Here at Suffolk Life, we manage this business in a 
responsible manner. Our responsiblity is to opeate our 
newspaper to provide a communications service for our 
readers and our advertisers. Both are expected to profit from 
this availability. For providing this service, we expect a 
reasonable return, or profit. If our return of profit became 
exorbitant and at the same time caused harm to our readers 
and or our advertisers, and there were no other competitive 
factors to neutralize us, we would have to expect outside in­
tervention to protect those readers and advertisers. By our 
actions, we would be inviting government intervention. We 
would expect this as a capitalist operating in a democratic 
society, if we could expect this as a newspaper business, are 
we any less responsible than the oil interests? Shouldn't they, 
if they persist in their path, expect the same?

Crisis continues
Dear Sir:

Your editorial ''C redibility Crisis Continues" was splendid. 
I feel the same way about it as you do, only stronger. You say 
"why won't our President tell us the truth ...". I don't know 
why but never in the history of mankind has a dictator ever 
told the truth or h as he ever tolerated any criticism. .
E.W. Feibleman 
Bridgehampton



willmoffs and why-nots
David J. Willmott, Editor

R id icu lous
R e g u la tio n s

The regu la tions th a t a re  com ing out 
ot our bureaucra ts rega rd ing  the gas 
s h o rta g e  a re  b e co m in g  m ore  
rid icu lous by the day, in fu r ia tin g  and 
fru s tra tin g  the average person.

Wasting time
W hat im bec ile 's  m ind  conceived the 

idea th a t stations should lim it  the 
am ount of gas they sell?  Anyone w ith  
one ounce o f com mon sense would 
know th a t if you lim ite d  a custom er'to  
$3 w o rth  of gas, he is ju s t going to  have 
to v is it  two or three serv ice  stations to 

\ge t f ille d  up. He w ill waste tw o to  th ree  
^ tim e s  the am ount of tim e , and cost tw o 

to three tim es  as much w ork  to ac­
com plish the same end. Isn 't it m ore 
re a lis tic  to in s is tth a t a ll custom ers til I 
th e ir  c a rs  and ta k e  a m in im u m  
am ount of gas if you do stop fo r gas?

No preference

The second regu la tion  th a t a serv ice 
s ta t io n  ca n n o t show  p re fe re n t ia l 
tre a tm e n t to its regu la r custom ers 
goes against every b it of common 
sense th a t is used in bu ild ing  the 
A m erican  free en terp rise  system . A 

b u s in e s s  gains custom ers by per­
fo rm ing  special services and m eeting 
those custom ers ' needs on a regu la r 

! bas is . A s e rv ic e  s ta t io n  has a 
re spon s ib ility , as does any other 
business, to take  care  of its  custom ers 
f irs t. The custom er th a t has skipped 
and jum ped around fro m  service 
station to serv ice sta tion, buying fro m  
the fe llow  who sold the cheapest, is 
be ing  re w a rd e d  fo r  h is  la c k  of 
patronage by being a llow ed to g o in to  a 
service s ta tion  th a t is pa tron ized by 
regu la r custom ers and dem and equal 
trea tm en t.

Penalize for loyalty

P a tro n a g e  and p a tr io t is m  a re  
synonym ous. Both of them  requ ire  
lo y a lty  -- s o m e th in g  th a t the  
bureaucra ts  don 't seem to understand, 
but p re fe r to penalize people fo r . I t  is 
un fo rtuna te  tha t ou r governm ent is 
s ta ffe d  w ith  such  ̂ in c o m p e te n ts , 
p a rt ic u la r ly  at the level w here it a f­
fects the eve ryday man and wom an. 
Service sta tion m anagers, fo r th e  m ost 
pa rt, are  a p re tty  ingenious lot. Left to 
the ir own devices, they would make 
sure th e ir custom ers w ere  taken care 
of-and a t a fa ir  p rice . When you tie  
the ir hands w ith asinine regula tions 
your bureaucrats design on paper to

solve people problem s, you screw 
them up and everybody else, too.

Let it be?

Let w ha t gas the re  is flow  free ly  
w ithou t governm enta l regu la tions and 
you w ill have gas fo r everybody -- a t a 
reasonable price . Continue to le t the 
governm ent s tick  its bum bling  hands 
into the s itua tion  and it  w ill create 
fu rth e r hardships and one of the 
biggest b lack m a rk e ts th is  country has 
ever seen. And w hy not?

S ta te
o f  th e  P e o p le

President N ixon gave his state o f the 
union address. G overnor W ilson gave 
his state of the sta te  address. It's 
ab ou t t im e  th e  peop le  gave the  
po litic ians a state of the people ad­
dress. The way we see it, it would go 
som ething like  th is :

The year is 1974 - one hundred 
n in e ty -e ig h t ye a rs  a f te r  o u r 
fo re fa thers  fought fo r th e ir  lives to 
develop a coun try  where a man could 
be free  to do, to th in k , to  act, and to use 
the na tu ra l resources surround ing 
h im , to p ro fit and to gain from . It is 
one hundred n inety-e ight years since 
we shed the  b u re a u c ra c y  o f the  
fa lte rin g  English em pire . We rid  
ourselves of d ic ta to rs , pe tty  ty ra n ts , 
and outlandish ru les and regula tions 
imposed upon man to enslave him  to 
the system  th a t o ther men determ ined 
he should live  under.

Big Brother does it

We are tw o  years short o f our 200th 
b irthday  and yet closer to w hat we 
shed than we have eve r been in the  last 
one hundred n ine ty-e igh t years. We 
have become a nation of coddled 
ch ild ren , content to a llow  Big B ro ther 
to m a nag e  ou r d a ily  liv e s  and 
thoughts. We w illin g ly  accept the 
d icta tes of incom petent bureaucrats 
who de term ine, in th e ir a lm igh ty  
w isdom , the qua lity  of the a ir we 
breathe, the conditions under which 
we labor, the am ounts of energy we 
may consume to susta in ourselves. We 
g le e fu lly  pay t r ib u te  to th is  
bu reaucracy in the fo rm  of sweat and 
blood, am ounting  to a lm ost ha lf our 
norm al week. A n d fo r th is , w eon ly  ask 
to be le ft alone.

All on file

We to le ra te  B ig B ro th e r 
eavesdropping on our conversations, 
ga thering dossiers on our personal

lives and storing  th is  data in com plex 
com puters to be w ithd raw n  at his 
s e rva n ts 'w ill. Our leader has brought 
contem pt and disrespect upon h im se lf 
and the o ffice  he holds. The Congress 
of advisors and consenters gathered 
around h im  has rem oved itse lf from  
our reach and by m an ipu la ting  the 
system , has confused the average 
person beyond knowing w ha t is good 
and w ha t is bad. Therefore, once in 
o ffice , they insula te them selves fro m  
rem oval.

Color it black

It is fru s tra te d  men or women who 
today waste precious m om ents o f th e ir 
lives, never to  be gained again , in line  
to purchase a p ittance  of fue l to  move 
them selves from  place to place. In 
com m unities tha t m ust depend upon 
au tom otive  tra nspo rta tio n , it w ill be 
even m ore fru s tra tin g  fo r a person 
who, in the weeks to come, goes to the 
superm arke t and finds  shelves bare of 
essential item s, and those few th a t 
rem ain  com m anding prices beyond 
the ir reach. The sta te  of the people 
m ust be colored b lack, not because 
they have not tr ie d , but because they 
have been apathe tic  and p laced in 
office leadership th a t was incom petent 
who, in tu rn , engaged others m ore 
incom petent to run the bureaucracy.

Year of awakening

There is an answer though ~ the 
only answ er- tha t the  bureaucracy 
fe a rs . The an sw e r is th e  people 
them selves m ust aw ake and see th a t it  
is they them selves who have created 
the s itua tion , and change it. 1974 w ill 
be a year of awakening, and the 
change w ill take  place. For the state o f 
the people is one tha t demands the 
change. And w hy not?

S uffolk Life
Offices and Plant Located on Montauk Highway, Westhampton, N. Y. 288-3900 
Mailing address: Box 262, Westhampton, N.Y. 11977-or Box 167, Riverhead, N.Y. 11901 

Published as second class matter.
Total circulation audited and verified to be in excess of

150,000 
WEEKLY

Published weekly, except final week of year, in IS market area editions.
Sm ithaven C o ra m /M e d fo rd  M as tlc /M oriche s
3 V illag e H o lb ro o k /F a rm in g v il le  H a m p to n  West
P ort Jefferson R o n ko n ko m a  R iverhead
Selden/C entereach S a yv ille  N o r th  F o rk
R ocky  P o in t Patchogue S o u th  F o rk

Official Newspaper: Southampton Town, Islip Town.
David J. Willmott - Editor and Publisher

John McKay - General Manager Maxine Holmes - Production Manager 
Norman Hirsch - Director of Sales 

Sal DeFontes - Sales Manager Darlene Albin - Art Director 
M. Victoria Randolph - News Manager 

Bill Johnson ■ Circulation Manager - Phone 288 ■ 4100 
S u b s c r ip t io n  R a te :

In  S u f fo lk  C o u n t y ........................................................................................................................................ $ 3 .0 0  p e r y e ar
O u ts id e  S u f fo lk  C o u n t y ............................................................................................................................ $ 6 .0 0  p e r y e a r
N e w s s ta n d  single  c o p y  s a le s ...................................................................................................................  2 5 V  p e r Issue

General Information
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - We encourage our readers to express their views regardless 
of opinion through the Letters to the Editor column. All letters must be signed with 
author’s signature and address. We will withold names on request and assign a nom de plume. 
NEWS AND PHOTOGRAPHS - Readers are welcome to submit ideas of interest and photo­
graphs for consideration of publication. All news and photographs become the property of 
Suffolk Life upon submittal and cannot be returned for any reason.
SUFFOLK COUNTY LIFE, published by Suffolk County Life, Inc.; second class postage 
paid at Westhampton, N.Y. 11977.
SUFFOLK LIFE: Controlled circulation postage paid at Riverhead, N.Y. 11901, and bulk 
rate postage paid at Westhampton, N.Y. 11977.
ERRORS - Responsibility for errors in advertisements is limited to the value of the space 
occupied by the error.

I

P
A

G
E

 3
 F 

S
A

Y
 Y

O
U

 S
A

W
 IT

 IN
 S

U
F

F
O

L
K

 L
IF

E
 

T
h

e w
eek o

f F
eb

ru
ary 10, 197

4



willmotts and wliy-nots
David J. Willmott, Editor

N a t io n a l H e a lth  P lan : a n o th e r  r ip o f t  in  th e  p la n n in g

President Nixon last week unveiled 
his long-awaited national health plan. 
The plan, as envisioned by Nixon, will 
provide medical services for everyone 
in the country -  duplication of services 
that are already available at far less 
cost. The plan calls for a joint finan­
cing (or taxation) of both employer 
and employee, with additional federal 
and state subsidizations, which will be 
paid out of regular taxes such as in­
come tax and sales tax. Every 

American who enrolls will be covered 
under this plan for catastrophic 
illnesses that have led many families 
that didn't have private or group 
health insurance (or whose coverage 
was too little) to the verge of 
bankruptcy.

T h o s e  w h o  c a n n o t  a f f o r d

Initially, as was the case with Social 
Security, it will not be mandatory for 
everyone to become enrolled. It is 
expected, though, that once the plan 
becomes a fact, mandatory 
enrollment will be required. The plan 
primarily is designed to insure that 
people who cannot afford health in­
surance will have the coverage. But, in 
fact, it is these same people that have 
coverage available to them now do not 
take advantage of it because of the 
cost. There is no reason to expect they 
will take advantage of it because the 
federal government is involved in it.

A serious weakness in the plan is it 
will be administrated on a state level. 
The cost and services that are 
provided will vary from state to state 
and, therefore, you will have no 
uniform medical cost or service 
available throughout the nation.

W h o  p a y s ?

The estimated direct cost of the plan 
will be $415 per year for the first year, 
but will accelerate each year ac­
cording to the actual utilization and 
cost. Of this, the cost will be split 65-35 
between the employer and the em­
ployee. The plan will provide for the 
recipient paying out of his pocket the 
first $150 of his medical bills in any one 
single year, plus the first $50 in any 
actual drug bills he incurs in the first 
year, plus 25 per cent of all bills up to 
$1,500. After that the plan will be self­
financing at 100 per cent. The federal 
government will subsidize the plan the 
first year for$6.4 billion, or an average 
subsidization for a person enrolled in 
the plan of $35 per person (or $147 per 
family). The states will subsidize the 
plan for an additional $1 billion plus 25

per cent of all additional costs in­
curred. Private health insurance 
companies will administrate the plan 
and they will receive, according to an 
article in the Wall Street Journal, 150 
per cent of the present packages they 
now offer an individual.

C h o ic e ,  n o t  f o r c e

This plan is nothing more than an 
outright extension of our present 
Social Security system. Social 
Security costs every American em­
ployee 11.7 per cent annually of the 
first $12,600 of his salary -  for a 
questionable amount of benefits he 
gets back under this system. It is also 

- estimated that a man or woman 
working from age 20 to age 65 should 
have in his Social Security fund (the 
money he was paying in and com­
pounded simply at 6 per cent) a fund 
in excess of $250,000., but the 
maximum he can withdraw trom this 
fund under present day rates, if he 
lives to age 72 (which is the natipnal 
average is you reach age 65), is a little 
more than $60,000. This, of course, 
means that the government in reality 
is picking up a tidy profit of $190,000 of 
the average workers' income. The 
justification for this has been the 
worker is too incompetent to save for 
himself for his old age and, therefore, 
the government must do it for him.

At present, a worker can buy for 
himself top notch medical insurance, 
both individually and through group 
purchase, in the organization in which 
he works. At Suffolk Life we have a 
plan that provides for in-and-out-of- 
hospital doctor's bills, hospital cost, 
life insurance, prescriptions, covers 
catastrophic illnesses up to $250,000, a 
full range of dental services, 
psychiatric services, and other ex­
traneous benefits for a per-family cost 
of under $600. The plan is a par­
ticipation plan with the company 
paying ‘ comensurate to the length of 
time that an employee is engaged in 
the position he holds. We are a small- 
medium sized business and have been 
able to secure a plan of this scope for 
this cost of under $600, and yet the plan 
the government is trying to force on 
the American public will cost about 
the same amount of money without 
providing the benefits an individual is 
able to obtain for himself.

In addition, as with anything else 
that the government becomes involved 
in, they set up rules and regulations 
that inhibit the individual and drive 
him mad with paper work. When you

think of it, good medical services for 
everyone who needs it is an excellent 
aim, but the average American is able 
to take care of himself, and those that 
are not are covered under our present 
welfare system. Here is an area where 
the government wishes to step in -  
which should be the choice of the in­
dividual. Like any other government 
operation, it will become top heavy 
with paper-pushing bureaucrats to the 
point where it will choke itself (and all 
those that have been enrolled) to 
death.

We can find almost no merit in this 
plan and can foresee the extreme 
hardship that it will cause on each 
individual worker. The government 
will try to selll this plan on the merit 
that the employer will be paying part 
of the cost. One fact that every in­
dividual should keep in mind is that 
any employee cost is part of an em­
ployer's direct labor cost and whether 
he gives the employee cash or a 
paycheck minus this cash, the same 
amount of money will be expended. 
The employee, as with any other 
benefit he receives, is only receiving 
the benefit in lieu of cash. This is a fact 
of life we all too often forget to take 
into consideration.

The bureaucrats have a way of 
telling the public that there is a Santa 
Claus. There is no Santa Claus except 
for you and I. The illusion of Santa 
Claus is the taking of money out of one 
pocket and putting it in another after 
taking a cut out of it. No matter how 
you slice it, the public comes out the 
loser. We hope you keep this in mind as 
the bureaucrats and the politicians 
bombard you with all the good things 
this plan is going to do for you. It 
won't. And why not?
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