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It's time to renew

Once each year we ask all readers
of Suffolk Life Newspapers to renew
their subscriptions to the paper. We
ask each of gou who reads the paper to
pay the $10 annual subscription fee.
This fee covers a small part of bringing
your copy of the paper to your door via
the postman. )

he cost of postage alone for an in-
dividual coPy is close to $7 per year.
The cost o prmtmg is just about the
same. These costs do not include the
sa/!’\es of the reporters, the editors, the
prioTlction personnel. When all is said
and done, it costs us close to $20 per
¥ear to mail you a copy of the paper.
he difference between what you pay
and our cost is made up through the
sale of advertising. )

Traditionally, you have received
Suffolk Life whether you paid for the
paper or not, a tradition we have main-
tained for the past 34 years. Times are
different, the economy has been in a
tailspin for the past three years and our
resources are dwindling.

Your subscription pays for ba-
sically the news product in the paper.
In most cases, one-third of the pages in
Suffolk Life are devoted to news, edito-
rials, pictures and letters. We endeavor
to have reporters at as many govern-
mental meetings as we are physically
able to accomplish. These reporters are
covering the stories that are important
to you. We publish the happenings that
the dailies, the radio and television sta-

tions do not consider important and
are unable to present properly, the lo-
cal news that has an impact on your
community, your life.

Your paid subscription allows us to
have an independent, editorial voice
that can fight for the entire community
instead of parochial, political or vested
interests. Without the voluntary sup-
ﬁort from our paid readers our news

ole is cut, and stories and your views,
although important, do not find their
way into the paper. The (Lual_lty of the
editorial product of Suffolk Life is very
much determined by our readers’ in-
volvement and their support.

_ We have set the voluntary contrib-
ution at $10. If you can't afford the full
payment, we ask you to do what you
can. If you can afford more and do ap-
preciate the work we have done on
your behalf in the past, we thank you
in advance for your generosity.

What we do want, what we do need,
is an indication from all our readers
that they want and appreciate Suffolk
Life. Those subscribers who do pay for
the paper have their papers individu-
ally addressed to them rather than “To
the Folks At.” This coming year, why
not have your copy addressed person-
ally to you? We appreciate it.

. Thank you from the staff at Suffolk
Life.

And why not?
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Millions are saved

~ Santa Claus left Suffolk County res-
idents a mighty big Christmas present.

Robins Island has been bought by a
single individual, Louis Moore Bacon,
a New York City financier. Bacon in-
tends to use the island as a private resi-
dence and preserve. Bacon paid $10.5
million for the island, one-and-a-half
million dollars more than the county
was originally under contract to pur-
chase the island for. In addition, Bacon
has agreed to put $1.1 million into a
preservation fund for the restoration of
solr]pe of the buildings and the land it-
self.

Hopes for the New Year

As we enter 1994, we can look at the
coming year either ogtimistica_lly or
negatively. Although the glass is™ half
full, we can say it is half empty.

The economy has been battered.
Jobs have been lost; businesses have
failed. Yet, new jobs have been created
and new businesses have started.

We will continue to be haunted by
many of the problems that have
plagued us through the days of the year
Just ended. If our elected officials will
do more in ‘94, we may come closer to
the solutions that have thus far evaded
us. We will be able to accomplish
meaningful savings through cost cut-
ting measures that were not to be in
‘93. We will audit the way our govern-
ments are run, the way taxpayers’ dol-
lars are spent. We will not be afraid to
discard the practices of the past to
achieve the savings needed at all levels
to ease the burden on the public.

_In Suffolk County, many of the old
Iefglslators have retired and a new crop
of freshmen are coming aboard. There
were a lot of ills which Iplagued the old
legislature and, hopefulgl, the new leg-
islators will have learned from the past
mistakes and not repeat them. Hope-
fully, they will put aside partisan atti-
tudes and work together to do what
they were elected to do, provide an ef-
ficient government at the lowest possi-
ble cost to the people.

A recent grand jurK report crit-
icized the manner in which the coun-
ty’s preschool program has been
operated. In one instance, according to
the grand f'ury report, a provider of ser-
vices could not account for some $3
million in funds received from the
county’s taxpayers. This program, its
skyrocketing costs and the methods of

operation under which it is run have
been crying out for close scrutinty for
many years. But county officials
dropped the ball, they ignored the crit-
icism, they were blind to the need. Per-
haps they’ll do more in ‘94.

The tax burden that has cripﬁled
Long Island can be reversed if those
within the system have a mission and
work, cooperatively, with those from
outside who can provide the expertise
to weed out such waste.

State Iegiislators_have provided little
more than lip service to the problems
faced in our schools, in our local mu-
nicipalities. Needed changes in the
state aid formula for funding education
are often discussed, but never imple-
mented. The quality of education is
constantly criticized in report after re-
ort, but no changes are made. State
legislators continue to pass laws which
impose mandates on local governments
without the dollars necessary to ac-
complish them. State-imposed regula-
tions on landfills and giz_irbage_ ave
driven the the cost of dealing with our
waste stream to astounding heights,
without dollars or leadership to ease
the problem. We pray they will do
more in ‘94.

LILCO (Long Island Lighting Com-
pany%_has raised its electrical rates to
the "highest in the nation. They have
now agreed to not increase rates for the
next two years. This solves nothing. It
simply keeps the level of pain at the
same peak. LILCO’s rates, and high
taxes, have been responsible for driving
more industry off Lon? Island than any
other factors. This will continue. Dur-
ing the next two years, many other
areas of the nation will enjoy lower
rates and will continue to encourage

our businesses to relocate to enjoy
those lower costs. We must work vigor-
ously to find ways to force the reduc-
tion in LILCO rates downward. We
must do more to shut that door in ‘94.

It is our hope for the new year that
these and so many more pressing prob-
lems facing us can be dealt with intelli-
gLe_ntIy and fairly so that at the end of
this year there will be no question that
the glass is least half full.

And why not?

__The bankruptcy judge who was pre-
siding over a recent bankruptcy hearin
concerning the island accepted the dea
and it has been consummated. Bacon
submitted certified checks and has re-
ceived title to the island. This will keep
the Robins Island in private ownership.
It will remain a taxpayer. There are no
stated intentions to develop the island.
The Nature Conserv_atnc?:_will, the new
owner said, work with him on the re-
storation and the management of the
preserve.

The big benefit to Suffolk County
taxpayers is that the island will remain
a taxable entity, but more important is
that the county residents will be re-
lieved of maintaining and patroling the
island, which could have added tens of
millions of dollars of cost. It is esti-
mated it would have cost the county,
conservatively, a half million dollars

per year to provide 24-hour, year-
round surveillance and patrols.
Radical environmentalists, al-

though faced with a win-win situation,
utilizing private instead of public funds
for preservation, are still critical of the
deal. Any development on the island
that might be desired by the new owner
would face stringent hurdles and strong
environmental scrutiny because under
the current administration, the South-
old zoning and planning boards are
comprised of strong environmentalists.

Thanks, Santa
And why not?

Airing dirty linen

Last week we read that the Clintons
donated their used clothing, includin
their underwear and socks, to the Sal-
vation Army and other thrift institu-
tions. The?/_itemized the deductions
and then claim the value of these items
as a tax deduction.

When we first read the article, we
were amused and then disgusted. The
Clintons are not donating their used
clothing, they are selling it for a tax de-
duction. How low can you get when
you can’t afford to give away your used
clothing,_ particularly your used under-
wear, without expecting to get some-
thlng/lback? How degrading. )

ost people we know take their
used clothing to thrift shops, churches
and organizations such as the Salvation
Army. They willingly give these items
away and do not ask for a tax receipt.
They believe that by sharing their no
longer wanted items, they are doing
something for their fellowman rather
than for themselves.

What a horrible example the Clin-
tons are setting: the President and the
First Lady of the United States being
cheap, miserly and using a tax shelter
of such pittance for their own personal
gain. They make a mockery out of
charity and humanity.

If the President was donating items
of value and was taking a write-off, we
could understand it. If the President
was just squeaking by and had no de-
ductions, it might be understandable.
But being the governor or the President
and taking part in such a practice is of-
fensive.

John F. Kennedy once said, “Ask
not what your country can do for you,
but what you can do for your country.”
With this revelation, ~ Bill Clinton
should be known for asking what your
country can do for him, not what he
can do for you, your country or your
fellowman.

And why not?
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Mario Van Winkle

There is a folklore here in New
York State about Ri Van Winkle. The
V\(m fi ork State resident,

e trave n |n

u pstate New York

found a h ere he decided to
rest. He ovvn under it and didn’t
wake up for another 20 years. This foIk

stol 8(r%shas its origins in the late 1700s or

As we listened to Mario Cuomo
give his State of the State address last
Wer"hove could not help but wonder if
\r}\eilffl Wt a modem day Mario Van

During the last 11 years, he must
have been asleep becauSe only now is
he realistically willing to address the

roblems that have™ been pounding
York State residents.

During Mario Van Winkle’s tenure,
500,000 jobs have disappeared _from
the New York State landScape. These

formerly

A

roductive people no longer

ork State products and pay

They no longer earn

and Pay INCOME taxes. Some of t

peo have died, some have moved
soe are now on the welfare rolls,

absorblng taxes.

Mario Van Winkle just woke up to
the fact that our cities and streets are
not safe. Would believe he wants
to put away three-time losers who have
perpetuated vrolent crlmes7 He actu-
V\h/ IS SU nﬁer wrt out parole.

ile heslept he must have dreamt
about some of the past Republican bills
that he and his cohorts in the assemb
refused to allow to become law. The
reanakened Mario Van V\/inkle now
wants_to _put welfare people to work,
and tie I attendance to welfare
checks. WWho ht take an-
other snopze and have a nr tmare that
would call for a New York State resi-

No place for politics

Social Services is the higgest de-
artment and cost factor I Suffolk
unty government, The head of So-
cial Sérvices Is appointed by the sitting
countP{(executlve and confirmed by thé

Coun& slature.
une%/s De artment  of
Social | Services n without a

commissioner for the last six months
since. Ruth Brandwein resigned. The
%porntment for the commlssmner of
al Services is for sixyears P
pointment does not serve concurrent y
W|th the term of the county executive.
The current county executive, Rob-
ert Gaffney a Repdblican, has not
%/ Qgreat abr ty to attract or to
pornt the very best for top posts or
dep artment gads. His admlnrstra
tron has shown this weakness.
When the former Social Services
comm|55|oner resigned, we encouraged
ay 10 put a3|de politics and even
the tr d|t|on porntrn? SOmeone
from within the 0 become
commissioner. WWe S ed that he
look outside for an astute business per-
son or someone with stron manage-
ment capabilities who could separate

emotionalism from the need for finan-
cial control. Someone who had. the
right philosophy and wes not afraid to
be an innovator. One who would be

to take on the providers and
cIean ouse of those who are abusing
and corrupting the system

Recent reports have_indicated that

ffney has narrowed his choice
to three. One is a politician without
manage nt experience and two are
from Services who have been a
part of the system, but with more expe-
rience in managerment. It had been ru-
mored that the” one with the political
sawy had the shot at being selected.
That would be a mistake.

Can Gaffne afford another fail-
ure? Can Suffolk County residents af-
ford to have someoné who is not
looking out for_ their best interests at
the head of this crucial department?
\\e surely hope Gaffney puts aside vv%gt
litical considerations I making
could be one of the the most im ortant
decisions he may be asked to

And why not?

Babylon Town leads

While Suffolk’s other nine towns
are refusmg to drscuss or are in the
rocess of del atrngtstax abatements for
ome Improvements, Babylon has en-
ahcéed thrs practice into law. Good for

I\IewY Kk Stat lat

cently amBOnEIe (he g TSk G
County to enact lans that allow for
100%"tax abatements on the value of
the first year, and phase in the taxes at
125% over the next nine
crushing real estate taxes have Bgstg
R gd or] decided against vvan%ed
that the ag catlon uld_set off new

Rre 'I'I\qv0 feared th eg/
would be assrgnd to their homes. As
much as wanted to do im
put off this decision because of the tax
ramificatjons,
industry’s ability to create or keep jobs.

home 1mprovement construction for
Thousands of homeowners pa
ome Improvements ?gar
couId not afford the new taxes t
provements th t are needed, they have
This has impaired the construgtion

It has stopped the sale of gﬁglrances
furniture, rugs and blinds all the
%)rther tl‘tllrllgs thtat CzEtre ngleijﬁdese
e capital cons ruction items
are %ﬂ% ect to es taxes. which would
P e e (o
I
nces st
aver e Stﬁ?e I?< unty citizens
from ye loyln?t elrpropertres
th ati‘,e-rlrrr]ore obtarnable Nomatlhg
e|r wan
tax will not be an immediate benefit to
the towns, but the towns will enjoy an
annuity of sorts as the value 0 ttese
improvements enlarge the tax
over the next nine &% s. Without the
tements, the t ‘do not have
these tax revenues now. In many cases
they would not have them in the future
either, as many residents cannot do the
home impi rovgmen that the gdesrre
Iclals aré _ar urn%
a arnst tax abatements Sﬁ%
home improwi
ormed |nt elr towns are done
ond homeowners who have e ugh

dency requirement and state-wide fin-
gerprlntrng Lord knor/\g h1e thht have
a convulsion and provide for the inv
tigation and the aID d)rtors and_hard S?I
time for the white collar criminals
have been ripping off the Medicaid sys-
tem of billions™of dollars n |IIegaI
char_(|] , padded hills and overcharges.

_ The new Mario Van Winkle 1s talk-
ing about instituting an elimination of
mandates on the sthoal districts that
requwe them to be social agencies in-
stead of educatlonal establlshments

Mario, the slunberecg gr
even broached the subject of rel |evrng
husinesses of many of the costly regula:
tions, reducing taxes to spur invest-
ments, and eliminate the surcharge on
corporations that have driven emp

ers over the horder to the surroundlnig
states where they can do business pro

ﬁte folklore concerning Rip Van

V\/inkle does not rtqlve us much further
history about wh appened to him af-
ter he’awoke. Nor do_have much tg go
on concerning Mario’s sudden realiza-
tion ahout the real world. We do
that this is a gubernatorial electlon year
and the slumbering giant has given a
lot of indication that Te intends'to be g
born again candidate for the post of
governar.

Fairy tales are fun tg muse about,
but living in the real world in the crisis
of the mess that has. been brought
f\bOLﬁ Cuomo and his cronies IS0
aughing matter.

ur- advice to. Cuomo is simple.
that half-mllllon dollar castle in
the d for I\/Iatl da and I|ve happily
ever after. le who live In'the
real world and s er the consequences
of Inept managernent return New York

to its posmon 0 1’9 ory.
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Gratifying

Our initial notice of the start, of
the annual Suffolk Life subscription
drive, published last week, has been
met with a very gratrfyrng response
from our readers, Many  have in-
cluded kind words about the high

the way

money to own more than one house
and are not concerned about the tax

burden
personally think these offlcrals
|n st d rOV|nC|a| tS.Who
not ealize t
personal y
th ese secon

arnlcso their towns,

ow of a number of
omeovvners and have
heard them say hatically that the
will not 1m rove err pro perties bé-
cause therr ears are the same as those

of th
ﬁt e d homeowners are the
N goose of the East End. not

eltmoree oyable and mo
nomical for therJn yab oy thelr I‘OE)
erties rather than cre trng a hostile

enwronmeaga
tements _ for. home _im
yovements are a_Win-win-win Situa-

Ion. If nothrng iS_ done everybody

losss. If so ing is done |t Creat
|mmed|ate n‘%s ? pend |n aneg

nine years of tax revenue ovvt
IS undoubtedly in the interests of

SO Xnd why not?

| want to support Suffolk Life with my
voluntary subscription for 1994. Enclosed
is my check or money order for $10.00.

-Zip.

Signature

Thank Youl! |

response

value they Place on this nevvspaper
for news of the important happen
Ings which touch therr lives. That too
ISVery grati for it offers evi-
dence "toour ar working staff that
trtte(ljr efforts are noticed and appreci-
ate

Our subscription drive is very
important for us to be able to pro
vide the news that others very often
ignore. Our plans for the new year
|ncIude more In-depth coverage and

Banded scrutiny of the spendin

its of those ermpowered to spen
our hard-earned tax dollars. "Sub-
scrrptron dollars are important to
these efforts for they provide the
funds which enable us to devote the
time and sb]ace necessary to concen-
trate on these i &ortant matters.
Your response to this subscription
drive wll enhance our efforts.

To those who have already re
sponded, e offer our grateful tHanks
for becoming a partner in our efforts
to focus on the problems we face,

the SO u“(h S that are needed.
ort ose Who have not yet done so,
glease help us to hel you A syb-
cription orm a pears above for
your use. Together we can make a
dlfference
And why not?
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$3 million heist, but no charges

A recent grand jury report cited a
multitude of abuses in the Suffolk
County Preschool Handicapped Chil-
dren’s Program which weaved a tale of
overcharges, cozy arrangements, lack of
proper record keeping, the hiring of
noncertified staff, overcrowding, lack
of staff supervision and inappropriate
educational settings. In one instance it
reported an unexplained use of $3 mil-
1iQOKfor which no documentation or ad-
el le explanation was given. The one-
year investigation uncovered a horror
story of the misuse of taxpayer dollars.

Perfect crime

In the case of the $3 million fiasco,
the Suffolk County District Attorney’s
Office said the grand jury “found that
the transportation management consul-

tant could not account for at least $3
million between 1987 and 1992. The
money, which was paid in the form of a
management fee by the county for ad-
ministering the transportation of hand-
icapped children, was not spent on the
handicapped children’s program. In
fact, the .grand jury found that the
management consultant could not ac-
count for where the money was spent.”
However, the grand jury concluded
there were no chargeable criminal of-
fenses, and made legislative, executive
and administrative recommendations.

How someone can make off with $3
million in taxpayers’ dollars without
accounting for its use and escape pros-
ecution‘boggles the mind and fits into
the category of a perfect crime. But

while criminal indictments were not
handed down, just about everyone in-
volved in this program, with the excep-
tion of the kids, bears the stigma of
guilt for misusing tax dollars.

The guilty

The guilty start at the state level
where the program was hatched, at the
State Education Department where
rules and regulations were imple-
mented covering the program, rules
and regulations which, in reality, virtu-
ally legalized the misuse of program
funds. Suffolk County officials shoul-
der much of the blame as well. They
frequently complained about the grow-
ing cost of the program, estimated to
be at $126 million, but did little else.
Had these same officials concentrated

Dear deer everywhere

As a boy learning about the out-
doors, my friends and | used to thrill
when we found a hoofprint of a deer.
Although Eastern Long Island was rural
in those days and there were vast for-
ests and fields, the sighting of a deer
was a rarity.

During the 50s and 60s, the herds
started to grow. Places like Shelter Is-
land, areas of the South Fork, Calver-
ton and Manorville began to report
concentrations of deer and problems
brought about by the herds.

A limited hunting season went into
effect that helped control the deer pop-
ulation. During the 70s and 80s, deer
became prolific even though the origi-
nal 10-day hunting season was ex-
tended and an archery season was
established.

Today, deer have overtaken many
suburban neighborhoods. They have
adapted to a more limited range and
have learned to co-exist with the hu-
man inhabitants who they formerly
shied away from. North Sea has partic-
ularly had a bad problem and the vil-
lage is considering a special hunt to
thin out the herd. Fire Island tried a
limited hunt a few years back and it
was met with a vocal outrage from ani-
mal lovers.

Starvation horror

We doubt that many of these ani-
mal lovers have ever seen the starva-
tion that the deer are subjected to when
you have adverse weather such as we
are experiencing now. As a sportsman
and as a conservationist who did his
share of hunting in his youth, | have
personally come upon groups of deer
struggling with starvation because the
have been hemmed into a very small
area due to snow and ice. It is not a
very pleasant sight to see a deer not
much older than a fawn laying on its
side, too weak too get up and run. |
have come across slaughtered deer that
had been attacked by roaming dogs be-
cause they did not have the ability to
break free of their confines due to the
ice and snow. Hunting, although con-
sidered cruel by many, is a preferred
method of conservation and control of
the size of the herds.

Most sportsmen who are hunters
practice conservation. To become suc-
cessful as a hunter you must not only

learn the safety and capability of your
weapon, but you must learn to think as
the animal you are seeking does. Rar-
ely does a hunter go into the woods and
have a deer pop up in front of him.

We know of manr hunters who
during the year, particularly in times of
freezing weather such as this, haul bags
of grain, picked-out potatoes, hay and
other nourishment into the woods to
help deer survive the onslaught of win-
ter. These are true conservationists, en-
vironmentalists, who practice what
they preach.

Contraceptive idea

Recently a method of implantinﬁ a
contraceptive device in the females has
been devised. The deer is tranquilized
and the contraceptive device is inserted
in the deer and she becomes infertile
for a period of time. We think this is a
great idea, one that should be sup-
ported by sportsmen, conservationists,
environmentalists and people who re-
sent the deer munching on their orna-
mental shrubs and damaging their
landscapes.

The herds cannot be allowed to go
unchecked. They are reproducing at
too rapid a rate. Hunting is a partial
answer, but obviously it has not cut
down sufficiently on the herds. Hunt-
ing is not an option in more populated
areas which deer have become adapted
to. We would hate to see the deer pop-
ulation totally eliminated and be back
to only seeing a hoof print, limited
only to imagining the sighting of a
deer.

Provide food

We encourage those who consider
themselves environmentalists to make
a personal commitment to feed the
deer that are in their area during the
tr]ying winter months. We have a herd
of nine deer who regularly are seen in
the meadow in the rear of my home.
Year-round | feed them with corn, veg-
etables and in the summertime, | even

row wild flowers and other edibles
t eﬁ like. The deer seem to be content
with this arrangement and leave m

other trees pretty much untouched.
The deer have learned to co-exist with
us and we with them.

During the cold months partic-
ularly, when ice and snow cover their

normal browse, | increase their food.
This, of course, has a counter-effect.
They are able to ﬂet through the winter,
but ‘because of this nourishment most
of the deer foal twins. Some of the herd
are killed by cars as the bucks, in par-
ticular, head for the breeding grounds
in November. Some of the does do not
make the passage either. Some remain
at the breeding grounds into hunting
season, but each year we seem to ad
one or two new ones. Birth control, as
far-fetched as it may seem, may be the
answer.

‘Birds right now are also in serious
peril. The ice and the snow are depriv-
ing them of their natural table. They
must depend upon humans to get them
over this harsh winter. We recommend
that all who can afford it to buy
cracked corn, bird seed and either
broadcast it on the ground or place it
in bird feeders.

If you have any left-over bread that
you might normally throw out, put it
out plain or fry it up with bacon grease
and hang it in trees where the birds will
find it.
~ Ducks, swans and geese also are be-
ing denied their natural feeding spots
because the ponds and lakes are frozen
over and the fields are covered with
snow. A sack of corn distributed by an
open water will ensure numerous birds
will make it and not starve to death.

~ Instead of talking about conserva-
tion and the environment, join us in
doing your part.

And why not?

on auditing the contract providers they
utilized to perform the services, mak-
ing sure the tax dollars being spent
were for legitimate expenses, the pro-
gram might have been under control
instead of becoming a windfall for the
greedy.

We applaud the grand jury mem-
bers for the year of effort and diligence
in uncovering the scores of abuses. Un-
fortunately, because criminal charges
were not made, the identity of the pro-
viders, who utilized this program to
satisfy their own greed without concern
for the impact on the children they
were supposed to be helping, was not
revealed. They not only escaped pros-
ecution, walking away with unearned
taxpayer dollars, but they also escaped
the shame of their deeds.

Suffolk County serves the largest
number of preschool handicapped chil-
dren in the state outside of the five bo-
roughs of New York City, the grand
jury report states. That fact alone raises
serious questions about the manner in
which the program is administered in
this county. A frequently-stated con-
cern, one which was echoed in the
grand jury report, notes that those who
evaluate the students are, in most
cases, the providers who are responsi-
ble for the delivery of the program. If
that doesn’t represent a rank conflict of
intoelzrest, nothing else does. That has to
end.

Sanctions needed

The grand jury’s recommendations
for Ieglslatlve changes to stop the mis-
use of program funds must be imple-
mented now. State and county
legislators, and educational officials,
must be?in, immediately, to prepare
the legislation and program guidelines
that will correct the shortcomings
which have made a mockery of the pre-
school program. And program over-
sight must be put into place to ensure
that only legitimate charges are hon-
ored at the outset. Charging back for
overpayers, usually over an extended
period of time, is a waste of taxpayer
dollars.

Those who are staunch supporters
of special education programs must
also take an active stand in ensuring
these problems are resolved, and never
happen again. They must demand
criminal penalties be established to
punish those who line their own pock-
ets at the expense of the public and the
children the program was created to
serve.

And why not?
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Governor Mario Cuomo’s an-
nouncement that he was going to run for
re-election had hardly become old news
when Bill Catacosings, the chairman of
LILCO (Long Island Lighting Company%,
announced that he had awarded himself
a raise of 8.4%, or $50,000, per year. The
poor man will be paid $533,957 a year.
All of this coming from the ratepayers of
the Long Island Lighting Company:

‘Cuomo should have choked, for here
he is not only running for re-election, but
is personally responsible for this judi-
crous increase funded by the most expen-
sive electrical rates in the nation that are
py**Ny his constitutents.

\. . ju might rlght_lg sa¥ that Bill Cat-
acosinos is responsible for these rates,
but you would be mostly wrong. These
rates are almost the sole responsibility of
Governor Mario M. Cuomo, who "has
been in office for the last 12 years.
Cuomo controls the Public Service Com-
mission gPSC). He appoints the members
and determines the chairman. His
choices are subject to confirmation by
the Senate, which normally is pro forma.
The governor gets what he wants.

During the %overnor’s 12-year tenure,
he has allowed the PSC to heap increase
on toP of increase on LILCO’s rates.
Prior to his_personal involvement in the
Shoreham fiasco, he allowed Paul Gioia
to continue on as chairman for years af-
ter his appointment had expired. Gioia
had a reputation of being the utilities’
best friend. Rarely did a rate increase
come before him or his commission that
they found fault with. He allowed LILCO
to ‘charge ratepayers extra construction
and progress payments, known as CWIP
gconstructlon work in progress) funds, be-
ore the Shoreham plant was “used and
useful.” This was a total turnaround
from established precedents which re-
quired a facility to be up and operational
before the charges for the plant could be

passed on to the consumers. This charge
alone accounted for the ratepayers being
overcharged billions of dollars.

Shoreham commission

As it became obvious that Shore-
ham should not ever operate because of
faulty construction and the potential
health threat it posed, Cuomo became
involved. He appointed a commission
to explore the ramifications of the
plant, its safety, its economic feasibil-
ity, the ramifications to the citizens
and to the ratepayers. Durln% these
hearings, things went from bad to
worse for LILCO. Its stock fell to under
$3 per share. The company was forced
to pay up to 23% in interest on bonds,
unheard of for a utility. Its lines of
credit were cut. The company’s ratings
dropped., LILCO was teetering on the
brink of bankruptcy. After the reve-
lation about the faulty diesel generators
and LILCO losing the prudency hear-
ings, which made them liable for $1.2
billion in falsely incurred costs, LILCO
was ready to throw in the towel.

It was at a commission meeting in
Albany when the former chairman of
LILCO, Charles Pierce, stated to the
commission that LILCO was ready to
give up, but for fiduciary reasons
would have to continue to fight for an-
other 15 to 18 months. It was felt at
this time that the state could have
taken over Shoreham for about $1.2
billion, no more than $1.8 billion.
LILCO would have been kept whole
and the rates kept intact.

Cuomo capitulated

Cuomo did not act. Catacosinos be-
came chairman. Instead of operating
from a position of strength, Cuomo ca-

USE THIS FORM OR THE ONE ON THE FRONT PAGE OF TODAY’S PAPER

Yesl!

Name.
Address.
Town.
Mail to
Suffolk Life
NEWSPAPERS
P.O. Box 167

Riverhead, N.Y. 11901

| want to support Suffolk Life with my
voluntary subscription for 1994. Enclosed
is my check or money order for $10.00.

_Zip_

Signature

Thank You!

Personal thanks

| personally, as do my staff, thank
the thousands of people who have sent
in renewals of their subscriptions to
Suffolk Life. o .

We do not send out individual bills
for renewal of subscriptions. We ask all
of our readers to vo untarilyffpa&/ $10
per year to help us keep Suffolk Life
coming each week to your door.

It costs us around $20 per year to
deliver Suffolk Life to each reader.
Some of Suffolk Life’s costs are cov-
ered through the sale of advertising
within the publication. During this past
recession, many businesses had to cut
back on their advertising, thus the need
for our readers to pick up part of the
cost of bringing the paper to their

home. o

These subscriptions are also a tre-
mendous encouragement to our report-
ers, our writers and the support
personnel of the publication. Your sub-
scription tells these individuals that
you do appreciate the hard work that
they do for you each week. It tells us
also that it is okay to stand up and
fight when we see the citizens being

urt,

Subscribers will receive their news-
paper individually addressed to them
rather than addressed to “The Folks
at.” If you have not already sent in
your subscription, we would appreciate
it if you did.

nd why not?

s Mario Quomo choking?

Shoreham deal that the Wall Street
Journal, the conservative financial
publication, called the “sweetheart deal
of the century.” The plant was closed
but Cuomo and the PSC paid a dear
price.

LILCO and the stockholders recov-
ered every penny they had invested,
both prudently and imprudently, in the
construction of the plant. In addition
to the recovery of its investment, the
company got to keep the CWIP funds
and were guaranteed profits they would
have made on the investment. The
state, through the Long Island Power
Authority (LIPA), acquired a few acres
of ground that the plant and the fuel
storage area sit upon. LILCO got to
keep the rest of the 500-acre parcel. It
is even going to be the beneficiary of
the sale of anﬁ of the fixtures or equip-
ment within the plant.

LILCO ratepayers have the plea-
sure of paying for the decontamination
of the plant, which was contaminated
deliberately by the management of
LILCO in an attempt to force the open-
ing of the plant. The ratepayers,
through LIPA, will Pay for the removal
and disposal of the fuel.

PSC signs off

All of this came about because of
'‘Cuomo’s deal with Catacosinos. The
PSC, which is supposed to be charged
with watching over the monopolies that
utilities are, signed off on the deal.
Cuomo wanted It, Cuomo got it.

During the Cuomo administration,
the PSC has been no friend to the con-
sumer and ratepayer. The commission-
ers, serving at the governor’s pleasure,
have not been responsive to the public

Grumman,

It wasnt just the cold that sent
chills down the spines of elected offi-
cials and residents of the communities
that are affected by Grumman. Grum-
man officials announced they will close
the Calverton facility as well as_some
other sites here on Long Island. Grum-
man’s only presence on Long Island af-
ter 1995 will be their headquarters and
their computer site. =

Grumman is moving its assembl
and manufacturing operations, as well
as some of their support facilities, to
the south. Grumman claims they can
save several million dollars per plane
because the cost of doing business is
substantially lower there than on Long

Island. )

Grumman dur_m? the last few
years, has substantially down-sized its
operations on the Island, moving jobs
and facilities to the south. Wage lévels
in the south are substantially lower
than they are here on Long Island.
Workers “can afford to accept lower
wages because the utility costs and real
estate taxes are a fraction of what they
are here. o .

We have editorialized incessantly
about the need for the state to intef-
vene and order reductions in utility
costs. Not only Suffolk Life and other
newspapers, such as the Long Island
Business News, have zeroed in on the
prlmarﬁ_cause of high taxes, the abnor-
mally high cost of education here on
the [sland. Although the cause has been
spelled out in detail, the abuses re-
vealed, no one in authority has had the
courage to reform the system and erad-
icate the waste. The cancer is killing

outcry or even logic concerning rates.
Cuomo should have called the commis-
sioners onto the carpet and demanded
to know what is wrong with the rate-
making policies of this state that allow
LILCO to charge three times as much
for electricity as other utilities.

LILCO’s current charges are
around 19 cents per kilowatt hour.
Florida Power, which does not have
low cost hydropower but does have
some nuclear power, charges its cus-
tomers seven cents per kilowatt hour.
LILCO claims it can generate its most
expensive electricity for less than six
cents per kilowatt hour. Some of the
electricity that it generates from its
older plants costs less than two cents
per Kilowatt hour. LILCO is receiving
the equivalent of Shoreham in low cost
power from upstate'New York, since
the Marcy transmission line went oper-
ational right after the Shoreham deal.
~If Florida Power can be highly prof-
itable by not only ?_eneratmg power,
but wheeling it as LILCO does and
have similar overhead costs, why can’t
LILCO do the same? This is what
Cuomo should have been asking the
PSC to explain. Instead, Cuomo has al-
lowed rate increase after rate increase
to go unchecked. It probably didn’t
come as any surprise to him ‘that the
chairman_awarded himself a $50,000
increase. That’s peanuts when you con-
sider the billions of dollars the com-
pany has extracted from its customers,
who are held hostage by this monopoly
that Cuomo, through™ the PSC, has
failed to regulate. )
~ Make no mistake about it, your
high utility bills are the result of the
lack of oversight provided by the gov-
ernor of New York.

And why not?

now what?

the economy and as it consumes more
businesses and jobs, there are fewer left
to shoulder the burden.
~ Grumman intends to pull all opera-
tions out of Calverton within two
ears. Even if we came up with a mas-
er plan that would be an economic
benefit to the region, nothing can be
done to reuse the property for at least
five years. The proper (3{ owned by the
Navy, will have to be declared surplus.
A long bureaucratic process will then
be started whereby the property will be
offered for other use. During this pe-
riod, the facility will not %en(_erate any
jobs and the economy will be in deeper
trouble.

Last year, a study was conducted
by Dr. Lee Koppelman that looked at
the facility as a possible cargoport. The
report basically found that a cargo air-
port operatln? out of Calverton was not
particularly feasible and would have
only limited utilization. As airports in
the” metropolitian area have grown,
they have reached a point of over utili-
zation. A new airport center will have
to be o_IeveIoEegI. Calverton might be
the obvious choice but with local oppo-
sition so strong, it may never become a

realilgy. i i

or the region, and particularly for
the Town of Riverhead, to survive, a
plan must be developed that converts
this facility as an economic center. We
must all put aside our prejudices, think
beyond the obvious and develop a
Blace for our people to work, taxes to
e generated and profits to be made.

And why not?
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