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Everything But The Kitchen Sink
In o rd er to  convince  voters to support 

the  s eco n d  bailou t of the  S ou th w est 
S e w e r District, th e  Suffolk Legislature  is 

attem pting to bribe the public with m oney  
for land preservation , w a te r protection  

and tax  relief.

In 1 9 8 4 , the  residents of Islip and  
B ab y lo n  tow n s  w e re  s tricken  w ith a  

trem en d o us  scandal of m isconduct and  
corruption involving th e  construction of 
the  S ou th w est S e w e r District.

H o m eo w n ers  and  business ow ners  
J 2 | j(e  w e re  fac ed  with the  reality of losing 

■^ i^ i r  property  b ecau se  governm ent had
lied about the  cost of building a  sew er
system . T h e  public w a s  initially told that
by becom ing part of th e  sew er district,
residents and  businesses w ould exp eri­
ence  rates so low they  w ould not even
notice the  exp en se.

In s tead  of paying  inconsequentia l 
fees , those  residents and  businesses  
fa c e d  a s tro n o m ic a l s e w e r  ra te s  that 
could h ave  w iped  m any of them  out.

B ecau se  so m an y  politicians a t that 
tim e had  their hands in that scandalous  

cookie  jar, our county representatives  

d ec id ed  to spread  the real cost through­

out all of Suffolk with a  five-year .25  per­
cent sales  tax increase that would go to 

financially  stabilize the sew er district. 
This w as also supposed to give it enough  

tim e to slowly increase its rates to bring 
the district to a  level w h ere  it could prop­

erly operate.
For a  couple of years, the sew er 

rates increased m odestly  and the South ­
w est .25  percent sales tax  w as ready to 

retire.
In the  m eantim e, the legislature had  

co n v in ced  th e  public , in 1 9 8 8 , that 
extending  the  tax would cover the cost of 

preserving the  Pine B arrens w atershed  
area . T h at sam e .25  percent w atershed  

preservation sales tax  will expire a t the  

end o{ next year.
T h e  residents of Suffolk are now  

being told that the legislature neglected  

to do its job. T h e  sew er rates w ere  sup­
posed to m odestly increase each y ear in 
order to m aintain proper fiscal status. 
But, our legislative representatives w ere  

w e ak  cow ards who feared  that, if they  
increased  the sew er rates, it might cost 
them  som e votes. In fact, for several 
years  the  rate w as frozen, and not even

Turncoat Tax Hike
Prior to this past N o vem b er’s election, 

Suffolk C ounty legislators w ere  gleefully  

telling the  taxpayers  the  county portion of 
their taxes  w as  going to go down. But 
apparently  w hat is said in N ovem ber is far 

from  the  rea lity  of w h a t h ap p en s  in 
D ecem ber, w hen the  tax  bills a re  sent out.

In all five East End towns, the county  

portion of the real estate  tax bill will go up. 
R iverhead , in particular, will be hard hit, 
with a  7 2 %  increase in the county real 

estate  assessm ent. This rem inds us of the  

days of P a t Halpin and  the tax revolt that 
cost him his reelection.

W h y is it that the East End always  

gets hit with the  largest increases? Is it 
because  the county attributes more cost

to the East End tnan the western sections 

of Suffolk?
W hy is the East End paying 2 5 %  of 

the adm inistrative cost of the Suffolk 
County Police budget, when it is not part 
of the police district? M aybe the East End  
should use the State Police for lab work 
and special law enforcem ent needs. W e  

are already paying the state for these ser­

vices.
Perhaps this y ea r’s huge tax gouge 

will w ake up the East End to more seri­

ously consider the creation of Peconic 
County. From w here w e  stand, the East 
End has a  lot to lose, and little to gain by 

continuing as part of Suffolk County.
And why not?

review ed by the legislature.
So, another bailout is proposed.
All w e have to do is support a  leg ­

islative request to extend the .25  percent 
sales tax for another 13  years, and w e  

will be done with this problem , they say.
H ow  pathetic.
T h e  legislators have been  going on 

about how bright they  a re  because they  

will be able to accom plish so much with 
their new  sales  tax  deal.

T h e  proposal, w hich m ust be  

approved by the voters next N ovem ber, 
calls for a  3 %  sew er rate increase each  

year. In effect, 3 5 .7 %  of the  total funds  
collected (about $301 million over 13  

years ) will s tab ilize  the  s ew e r rates; 
3 2 .1 5 %  (about $271 million) is for prop­
erty tax relief; and  3 2 .1 5 %  for farm land  
acquisition ($ 6 2  million), drinking w ater 

and open space ($1 14  million) and w a te r  
quality preservation ($9 5  million).

Suffolk's Legislature thinks the public 
has forgotten that our.e lected leaders did  

not do w hat they prom ised with this .25  
percent sales tax over the past 15 years. 
T h e  legislature never enforced the rate  

increases as it had prom ised. S teady  
rate increases over the past 15 years  

might have prevented this new  bailout.
Then , because of a  loophole in the  

legislation, the legislature raided the .25

percent funds from  the  P ine Barrens pro­
gram  to help stabilize  the  county budget.

If w e  do nothing by not supporting  

the proposed re ferendum , residents in 
the Southw est S e w e r District will exp eri­

ence  little m ore than a  3 %  rate increase  
each y ea r anyw ay. Such a  rate increase  
would cost S outhw est rate  payers about 
$ 4 0  a  m onth, beginning next year.

R esidents and  businesses in other 
districts will exp erien ce  rate  increases  
from  4 %  to 1 50 % , with rate fees  ranging  

from $ 3  to $ 7 5  a  m onth for a  service they  
receive.

T h e  county legislature has not m ade  

a  strong enough argum ent that a  bailout 
is necessary. T h e  tax extension  proposal 
is nothing m ore than  an a ttem pted  leg ­
islative bribe.

C ountless local, county, state  and  

fed era l program s exist for preserving  
farm land, open space and  w a te r pro tec ­
tion. Suffolk’s property ow ners w ould not 
need tax  relief if our e lec ted  officials w ere  

m ore accountab le  for w hat they  spend  
our m oney on.

Extending the  .25  percent sales  tax  

is not necessary. Politicians have an  
aversion to letting taxes  exp ire  b ecause it 
cuts down on their p lay-m oney, and  this 
is intolerable.

And w hy not?

They Deserved What They Gave
T h e  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  has  b een  

holding m any im portant issues hostage  

in A lbany b ec au se  it re fused  to let go of 
the  delusion that it d eserved  a  3 8 %  

sa la ry  increase.
Long Is land m em b ers  of the  s ta te  

leg is lature  h ave  arg ued  they  d es erve  
the  pay hike b ec au se  they  h ave  not 
rece ived  one since 1989 .

W ell now, isn't that a  sham e?
W ith  the  w ay  Long Is la n d ’s s ta te  

re p resen ta tives  h ave  b een  so poorly  

representing  the  in terests  of the ir co n ­
stituents, a  ra ise w as  not app ro p ria te , 
esp ec ia lly  one that g ives  them  each  
over $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  a  year, and  puts them  in

a position of being  the  h ighest paid  

s ta te  leg is lato rs  in the  nation .
In add ition , the  leg is la to rs  d id not 

take  a  ra ise  fo r the  past 10 y e a rs  as  
th e ir  p a rt in m a in ta in in g  low  tax  

in c reases . G iv ing  th e m s e lv e s  o n e  this  

year, to  m a k e  up for the  p ast 10 y ea rs , 
d efe a ts  th a t orig inal purpose.

T h e  leg is la tu re  g a v e  re tired  s ta te  

civil serv ice  e m p lo y e e s  a  3 .7 %  pension  
in c rease  this year. W h a t’s good  for the  
com m on civil s erv ice  w o rk er is p lenty  

for our ega lita rian  s ta te  leg is lato rs . A  
3 .7 %  pay  h ike w ou ld  h a v e  b ee n  m ore  

than  th ey  d eserve d .
A nd w h y  not?

Vacco loses
Elliot Spitzer defeated Dennis Vacco  

by a  razor-thin margin of 2 6 ,0 0 0  votes, 
less than a  half-percent of all the ballots 

that w ere counted.
Vacco fought this loss vehem ently, 

contesting voter counts and absentee bal­
lots, and alleging voter fraud in N ew  York 
City. H is people  charged  that up to 

100 ,00 0  people voted from the grave, 
w ere illegal aliens, or did not reside in the  
State of N ew  York. T here  w as not tim e to 
validate  these  allegations, and  Vacco  

resigned himself to defeat.
As he reflects on his loss, he might 

consider the perceptions of the residents 
of Suffolk County. During the L ILC O -LIPA  

fiasco, Vacco w ent from being the peo ­
ple’s attorney to the governor’s attorney. 

H e refused to use the authority of his 
office to exam ine the L ILC O -LIP A  deal. If

he had, the outcom e of the deal could 

have been different.
W e  personally  im plored Vacco to 

investigate, but he told us he couldn’t buck 
“G eorge.”

Vacco’s office neither investigated nor 

rendered an opinion on the legalities sur­
rounding the  L IL C O -L IP A  controversy. 
B ecause of this, he let the people of Long 

Island down. In return, they helped put 
him out.

Attorneys general, particularly incum ­
bent Republicans, generally  carry Long  

Island by well over 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  votes. Vacco  
could have easily lost over 5 0 ,0 0 0  votes  

because of this issue in Suffolk County. 
H e failed to do his job and  now  he has lost 

it.
Too bad: Dennis w as a  nice guy.
And why not?
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And The W inners Are!
Forty-two residents from throughout 

Suffolk County will receive Suffolk Life 
Newspapers’ Person Of The Year honors 
this year. Our hearty congratulations go 
out to them, and to the other 1,500 nomi­
nees who were chosen by their neighbors, 
friends and associates.

The designation of the Suffolk Life 
Person Of The Year is a very special 
honor reserved for the unsung heroes 
who greatly contribute to the quality of life 
we enjoy in Suffolk County. These are 
individuals who go out of their way to 
assifjYiierfect strangers in their communi- 
tie s lw

Some are just citizens who, when 
they see the opportunity to come to the 
aid of their neighbors, do so without 
thanks. These are the volunteers who 
man our fire departments and ambulance 
corps; our coaches of Little League; our 
Scout troop leaders, hospital volunteers 
and church workers. The list goes on.

This is the second annual Suffolk Life 
recognition project. It is growing in popu­
larity each year as folks realize there is an

Fresh from reelection, Governor 
George Pataki returned to his conserva­
tive roots, as evidenced by his State of the 
State Address last week. Three items con­
tained in the address should be priorities 
for the state legislature.

Two-Thirds Majority To 
Raise Taxes

Pataki proposed the enactment of a 
Constitutional Amendment, that if passed 
by the voters, would require a two-thirds 
majority to raise taxes in the state of New 
York. This is a good, sound, prudent 
proposition.

All too often, tax increases have been 
enacted, in the middle of the night and 
without debate, as the final budget is 
being adopted. These tax increases have 
made New York one of the highest taxed 
states in the nation. If tax increases are 
needed, or a new tax adopted, it should 
be the subject of open and honest debate, 
and have super majority support in both 
houses.

There should not be a senator or an 
assembly person who opposes the gover­
nor’s Amendment proposal. If there is 
opposition then that senator or assembly 
member should publicly explain his or her 
reason to the voters.

Cap Local School 
District Spending

Pataki proposed the enactment of 
legislation that would put a cap on how 
much a local school board could raise 
taxes each year.

When the STAR school tax relief pro­

outlet for paying proper tribute to those 
who unselfishly give of themselves.

Throughout the year, we encourage 
our readers to send in a note about the 
kind deeds they have witnessed. During 
October and November, we actively solic­
it additional nominees.

Then the hard work begins. The edi­
torial staff reads every letter of nomina­
tion, and through a grueling process of 
elimination, tries to come up with the most 
outstanding candidates for the different 
categories in each town. It is difficult to 
pass over some outstanding candidates 
because each and every one is deserving 
of being a winner; but, there can only be 
one winner in each category.

The profiles of this year’s winners can 
be found oh page one and page three.

To each winner, and the other nomi­
nees, we say, for all the people in Suffolk 
County, thank you for your unselfish acts, 
and may God bless you. We, the people, 
do appreciate everything you have done.

And why not?

Goes

gram was proposed, it contained this type 
of cap. Pataki’s original proposal set the 
cap at the rate of inflation, or 4%, 
whichever was less.

But Democratic Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver fought against the cap and 
won.

The STAR program was enacted 
without the cap, and many feel the school 
districts will expand spending substantial­
ly if they are not restrained by law.

Pataki’s new cap proposal would 
allow a school district to violate the cap, 
but only if it receives approval from two- 
thirds of the voters in a referendum. This 
is prudent and reasonable, and again, 
should have the unanimous support of the 
legislature.

Determinate Sentencing
Pataki proposed adopting the federal 

structure on sentencing criminals where a 
convicted felon would receive a specified 
amount of jail time without parole.

Currently, criminals are being 
released into society having served only a 
fraction of their sentences. Under the fed­
eral guidelines, a criminal is sentenced to 
a specific term and usually has to serve 
90 to 95% of that term before becoming 
eligible for release. This has helped stem 
repetitive crimes and seems to be the way 
to go.

Exit Fees
Unfortunately, George Pataki did not 

propose the elimination of the exit fees 
that could be imposed by utilities or 
authorities. This leaves power consumers

in New York vulnerable to utilities or 
authorities that hinder competition by 
imposing exit fees on consumers who 
want to self-generate elelctricity and leave 
the power grid.

It will be up to the legislature to enact 
this law. Assemblyman Steve Englebright 
proposed such legislation last year. Dur­
ing Suffolk Life’s endorsement interviews, 
Senator Owen Johnson said he supported 
the concept and agreed to introduce the 
legislation into the Senate, where there 
previously has been no sponsor. Owen 
Johnson is a gentlemen; he has been a 
man of his word and we look forward to 
supporting him while he leads this fight 
and carries through on his promise.

County Executive Robert Gaffney 
recently proposed a change in the way 
real estate taxes are collected in Suffolk. 
Currently, real estate taxes are due in 
January and June. If you cannot pay the 
full amount, you are put into default and 
must pay interest and penalties on the 
entire portion.

Some people only can afford to pay 
half in January, and the balance in April, 
but are not allowed to.

Gaffney has proposed legislation to 
allow them to do this and only pay inter­
est and penalties on the unpaid portion. 
This is good, but it does not go far 
enough.

In Florida, taxpayers receive an esti­
mate of the various budgets being con­
sidered and the tax rate to be applied at 
the end of the summer. They are given 
dates for the various public hearings and

Back Door Borrowing
Also missing from the governor's 

agenda was a proposal to restrict or pro­
hibit back door borrowing in New York 
State.

Back door borrowing happens when 
the governor or state legislature burdens 
the taxpayers with paying off bonds 
issued by state authorities. This practice 
circumvents the state’s Constitution which 
requires voter approval for any indebted­
ness.

Eliminating back door borrowing was 
a very strong plank in Pataki’s first bid for 
Governor. We hope he will regain his 
vision and push for the passage of legisla­
tion that addresses this problem.

And why not?

can voice their opinions by attending the 
hearings, or by writing to the commis­
sioners.

In November, Florida taxpayers 
receive a bill that is due in March. If they 
pay their tax bill early they receive a 4% 
discount in November and the discount 
drops to 1% by February.

If their taxes are not paid early, the 
full tax bill is due and payable in March.

Beginning in April, the tax bill is 
automatically declared delinquent and 
becomes subject to a 1.5% late charge 
per month, with a minimum charge of 
3%.

This is a much more pleasant way to 
pay taxes and offers discounts for early 
prepayment. Suffolk should consider a 
similar plan. Anytime we can make pay­
ing taxes a more pleasant experience, 
we should.

And why not?

Pataki 
Conservative, Again

Real Estate Taxes, 
Never Pleasant

L»c
i l
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Our Nuclear Neighbor

"...The so®
TIME US FARCE.’

J V '  
M OQUARC£«>«u»Ulft

Police Cheating Trial 
Must Remain Open

T h e  M illstone nuclear pow er plant is 

just a  short d istance across the Sound  

from Long Island. It has been closed down 
in the  past for negligent operations with 

thousands of safety violations, a  num ber 

of accidents and  o ther problems.
Last w eek, M illstone re leased thou­

sands of gallons of radioactive w aste  

w ater into Long Island Sound because of a  
broken heating coil pipe. This accident 
affects  not on ly  C o nn ecticu t and  our 

shores, but everything that lives in the 
L o i^ fc la n d  Sound as well.

^ R i n g  the fight to prevent the opening  

of L IL C O ’s S horeham  nuclear pow er plant, 
the argum ent w as  m ade that it should be 

allow ed to operate  a t full capacity, and not 
be closed, because  w e  live in an a rea  that 
has o ther nuclear pow er plants surround­
ing it.

S horeham  w as  not opened for safety 

reasons, and  those sam e reasons are  

valid today because of our close proximity 
to these o ther nuclear pow er plants.

W h at led to the shut down of S hore­
ham  w as  Suffolk C ounty’s inability to com e  

up with a  w orkable  em ergency evacuation  
plan. T h e  county spent over $1 million and  

brought in experts from  around the world  

to devise a  plan to allow Suffolk residents 

to escape. Tho se  experts concluded there  
w as no w ay  to execute an effective evacu ­
ation plan off Long Island because of our 
limited east-w est roads and the num ber of 
people w ho could pass over the bridges 

and through the tunnels.
T h e  experts stated there would be  

m assive gridlock, and  thousands of resi­
dents would be kept in harm ’s w ay and  

exposed to radiation poisoning if a  plant 
had a  catastrophic accident.

A  b ipartisan  group of th e  Suffolk  

C o un ty  L eg is la tu re  has  p roposed the  

p e rm a n e n t e lim ination  of sa les  tax  on 

cloth ing up to  $ 1 1 0  p er item . W h ile  this  
m o v e  initially a p p e a rs  to  b e  positive, it 
will d e le te  an  e s tim ated  $ 2 7  m illion from  

th e  S u ffo lk  C o un ty  budget.
W e  a re  all for the  elim ination  of any  

tax , but w e  a re  left to  w o n d e r w h e re  and  
how  our county  leg islators  will cut the  

c o s t of g o v e rn m e n t b y  $ 2 7  m illion . 
B efo re  th e y  vo te  on this m e as u re , which  
will b e  im m en se ly  p opular w ith Suffolk  

residents , th e  leg islators  m ust a n sw er  

this question.
T h e y  can n o t just s ay  they  will tap  

in to  th e  c o u n ty ’s c o n tin g e n c y  fund , 
w hich is an  unallo ca ted  part of the  bud ­
g et th a t has b e e n  set as id e  for e m e rg e n ­
c ies  and  u n ex p ec te d  e xp en ses .

T h e y  can n o t b e  so arro g an t as  to  
b e lieve  th ey  h a v e  the  right to  en cu m b er  

an  antic ipated  $ 2 5  million that Suffo lk is 

sup p o sed  to  rece ive  s o m etim e  in the  

fu tu re  as  part of its portion of the  s ta te - 
n e g o tia te d  cou rt s e ttle m e n t w ith  th e  

to b a cc o  co m p an ies .
T h e y  can n o t a llo w  real es ta te  taxes

A  report entitled W A S H  740, issued by 

S andia  National Laboratories, a  federal 
installation, gave an indication of what 
would happen if a  m ajor accident at a  

nuclear power plant such as Millstone w as  

to occur.
According to the report: 3 0 ,0 00  early 

deaths; 3 5 ,0 00  injuries; 3 5 ,0 00  latent can ­
cer deaths; a  17.5-m ile fatal radius, which 
would include Eastern Long Island; a  50- 
m ile p eak  injury radius, which would  
include Brookhaven, Islip and Smithtown; 
and m ore than $15 7  billion in property 

dam age (calculated in 1982  dollars).
T h e  report indicated there w as a  2%  

chance of a  m ajpr accident happening at 

one of the m ajor nuclear power plants by 

the year 2000 .
Should Suffolk County residents be as  

concerned as they w ere with Shoreham ?  

You better believe it.
Northeast Utilities, which owns and  

operates this plant, has a  poor record of 
operating the facility, and is known to be 
even m ore arrogant than LILCO.

W e  are  happy to see Southold, Shel­
ter Island, Southam pton, and East H am p­
ton town governm ents have requested a  

shut down of the Millstone plant.
T h e  county executive and state repre­

sentatives who represent the a rea  have  
also called for the closing of the facility. It 
is now tim e for the rest of Long Island’s 
governm ent officials to voice their con­
cerns as well. They would benefit from  

jumping on the band wagon. W e  are  
affected by this power plant, and there is 

no w ay to effectively evacuate Long Island 

in the event of a  nuclear em ergency or cat- 
astrophy.

And w hy not?

to be increased  to pay  for this popular 

concept of sales  tax  elim ination. This  

w ould do nothing m ore  than take  the  

taxes  out of one pocket and put them  in 

another.
If the  Suffolk Legislature  passes this 

proposed sales  tax  cut, it will be a boon  

for W e s te rn  S u ffo lk ’s re ta il c loth ing  

stores, as N assau  C ounty residents will 
cross the  county line to save  m oney. T h e  

elim ination of this tax  will a lso  substan ­
tially increase the am ount of business  

outlet m alls  do. M an y  Suffolk residents  
still travel to  P ennsylvan ia  to shop in out­
lets that do  not charg e  an y  sales  tax.

M an y  positives exist for cutting the  

sales  tax, but the big negative  that must 
be an sw ered  is how  will the  county m ake  

up for this shortfall?
A nsw er this question, com e up with 

a  w a y  of saving $ 2 7  million, and you will 
h av e  the gratitude of every  voter. Fail to 
a n s w e r th e  q u estio n  and  look to  

in crease other taxes , and  you will h ave  a  
rebellion on your hands.

N o w  is the  tim e for good govern ­
m ent, not bad politics.

And w hy not?

N o  inform ation should be h idden  

from  the  public w hen  it co m es  to litiga­
tion aga in s t a  po lice officer ch arg ed  

w ith s tealing  test questions from  p ro m o ­
tional e xam s, and  giving those q u e s ­
tions and  the  an sw ers  to  o th er police  
officers so th ey  can  ch e a t. T h a t is how  

Suffo lk  C ounty  Ju d g e  A nthony C orso  

ruled earlie r last w e ek .
T h e  Suffolk C o un ty  D istrict A tto r­

n ey ’s office had  req uested  th a t C orso  
a llo w  it to  prosecute  Suffo lk  C ounty  

P olice  S e rg e a n t Brian B ugge  behind  

closed  doors.
H e  has b een  ch arg ed  with s tealing  

o n e  or m ore  test questions to  civil s e r ­
v ice  e xa m s  given by th e  s ta te  to  pro ­
m ote  police officers. T h is  theft a lleg ed ly  

took p lace  in 1 98 6 .
A s s is ta n t D is tric t A tto rn e y s  R ita  

A d le r  a n d  P a tric ia  M u rp h y  K ra k e r  

c la im ed  the  n ee d  for “privacy” in this  

tria l b ecau se  they  a re  afra id  the  confi­
d en tia lity  of the  questions, d es ig n ed  by  

a  V irg in ia -b ased  testing firm , w ould  be  

c o m p ro m is e d , d e s p ite  th e  fac t th a t  
th e s e  tests  a re  no longer used  in S u f­

folk County.
T h e  A D A s  a re  a ls o  c o n c e rn e d  

about protecting the  no tes, and  a p p a r­
ently  the  identity, of those  w ho  took  

B u g g e ’s c lasses. Th is  in form ation is 
p aram o u n t to  th e  c a s e  b ec au s e  if he is 

convicted  of s tealing  those questions, a  
w hole  host of questions on cheatin g  will 
then  involve the  police officers w ho  took

his c lasses .
T h e  irony of this c a s e  is th a t B ugge  

is not th e  only po lice o fficer to  h ave  

a lle g e d ly  provided  a n s w e rs  to  police  
entry  or prom otional e xa m s .

In 1 9 9 7 , C a p ta in  R o b ert G ab rie l 
w as  su sp en d ed  w ith pay  w h ile  aw aitin g  
a n  in v e s tig a tio n  a fte r  d e p a rtm e n ta l 
c h arg es  w e re  filed  ag a in s t h im  for the  

s a m e  thing.
In 1 9 9 4 , th e  S ta te  C ivil S e rv ice  

D e p a rtm e n t found th a t during c lasses  

he tau g h t, C a p ta in  D o u g las  R illing p ro ­
v ided  po lice officers w ith “e x a c t” q u e s ­
tions or som e  “sim ilar” q u estio ns  tha t 
w e re  on  th e  e xa m . A lthough h e  c la im ed  

to  h a v e  g a th ered  th e  in form ation  o ver  
the  yea rs , he a g ree d  not to  hold an y  

m o re  c lasses  and  la te r re tired .
T h e  req uest by th e  D A ’s o ffice  to  

hold B u g g e ’s tria l in s e c re t w a s  con- 
tem p tab le . T h e  en tire  a rg u m e n t ag a in s t  

him  involves the  test questions; how  he  
a lle g e d ly  ob ta in ed  them ; w h a t, if a n y ­
thing, w a s  sensitive  in form ation; a n d  to  

w hom  h e  provided  th a t in form ation .
C losing  the  trial to th e  public  w ould  

h av e  d o n e  nothing m o re  than  re in fo rce  

police o fficer c la im s th a t th e re  is a  

s e lec t group in S u ffo lk  C o u n ty ’s law  
en fo rc em e n t th a t is priv ileged  and  pro ­

tec ted .
B ugge  o p p osed  a  c lo sed  h earin g . 

As C o rso  has ru led, B u gg e  an d  th e  ta x ­
p ayers  d es e rv e  an  o p en  tria l.

A nd w h y  not?

KUI The nothing Sales Tax
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W illm o tts  &  W h y  N ots
D avid J. W illmott Sr., Editor

T h e  taxpayers  finally have it on 
record that e lected  officials have been  
circum venting the  N ew  York S tate  C o n ­
stitution by encum bering the public with 
debt borrow ed through various state- 
endorsed authorities, w ithout proper 
approval.

T h e  state  Constitution stipulates: 
"... no d eb t shall b e  h e rea fte r contract­
e d  b y  o r on b e h a lf o f  the state, unless  
such d eb t shall b e  au thorized  b y  la w ... 
N o  such la w  shall take  effect until it 
shall, a t  a  g en era l election, h ave  been  
subm itted  to the people, a n d  have  
rece ived  a  m ajority o f a ll the votes cast

n

omYet G overnor G eorge  Pataki and  
tf04 ,ta te  legislature persist in obstruct­
ing the w elfare  of our econom y, and the  
financial soundness of state govern­
m ent, by agreeing  to allow various  
state-endorsed  authorities to borrow  
m oney for assorted projects. This has  
increased the  s ta te ’s indebtedness by 
3 3 %  since this governor took office four 
years  ago.

Form er G overnor Nelson R ocke­
fe ller devised a  schem e that estab ­
lished state authorities, with appointed  
trustees, that have been allow ed to 
borrow m oney in the sta te ’s nam e with­
out approval from  the taxpayers, as  
required under the S tate  Constitution. 
This  practice continued under form er 
G overnor M ario C uom o and now G o v ­
ernor Pataki.

C ontrary to w hat the governor and  
legislature apparently  think, the Found­
ing Fathers of this state established a  
governm ent with checks and balances, 
with equal authority betw een the exe c ­
utive office, the  legislature and the judi-

(

Encouraging Hesistance
ciary.

But the s ta te ’s Executive Branch, 
L eg is la tive  B ranch  and  Jud ic iary  
B ranch of g o vern m en t h ave  been  
cooperating with each  other in this 
schem e of circum vention.

In several questionable court deci­
sions, including one from  the sta te ’s 
highest court, the  C ourt of A ppeals, the  
Judiciary Branch has sided with the  
executive and the legislature.

In N ovem ber, C ourt of A ppeals  
Judge Edw ard O . Spain  presided over 
argum ents on w hether to im pose a  pre­
lim inary injunction that would prohibit 
the  sale  of $ 2 4 0  million worth of 30- 
ye a r bonds, authorized by the governor 
and legislature through the adoption of 
C hapter 5  of the Law s of 1998. Th ese  
funds a te  expected  to pay for the con­
struction of a  five-story parking garage  
for state em ployees and two new  state  
office buildings.

Like w ith th e  $ 7 .8  billion LIPA  
bonds, the  state has argued that tax ­
payers are  not responsible for paying  
back these  bonds because they w ere  
not directly borrowed by the taxpayers  
or their representatives.

Bob Schultz, an upstate activist 
w ho has b een  leg a lly  fighting the  
sta te ’s insidious borrowing practices, 
argued in court that in all cases, w hen  
investors purchase N ew  York S tate  
municipal bonds, they expect the full 
faith and credit of the state to guaran ­
tee  their investm ent.

H e  further argued that Article 16 of 
the  S ta te  Constitution stipulates, “The

let lie invest Our Own Money
It is feared that Social Security will 

not have sufficient contributors to com­
pletely fund benefits by the year 2030.

Under the current program, recipient 
benefits are paid for by those who are 
currently working. Those funds are  
m atched by contributions from their 
employers.

This year, Social Security will take in 
billions of dollars, which is more than 
needed. Instead of going into a trust fund, 
where it can earn the maximum return on 
the investment, the excess money is 
going into the Treasury of the United 
States which issues an IO U . These  
investments earn minimal returns.

It has been suggested the excess 
funds should be invested in stocks and 
other private securities. The Administra­
tion and many in Congress have signed 
on to this concept.

Th e  Administration wants a new  
agency set up to invest on behalf of all 
the people. Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan spoke against this idea 
this week, claiming it is fraught with dan­
ger.

At the government’s direction, this 
huge trust fund could be used to manipu­
late not only the economy, but to foster 
the Administration’s political agenda. It

could be Big Brother at its worst.
A  better approach would be to allow 

the individual taxpayer to direct his own 
investments. This would allow for a diver­
sity of investments in many different seg­
ments of the economy, either by direct ini­
tiative or through mutual funds.

The individual could pick and choose 
his or her investment advisors, and buy 
those securities that would give the best 
return and degree of security.

Younger taxpayers might invest in 
new technology and other growth oppor­
tunities. Middle-aged investors would be 
prone to invest in blue chips, while older 
investors, who would be more concerned 
with safety, would favor bonds or other 
more secure investments.

Give the people the right to choose. 
Let them be the masters of their own des­
tinies.

Or, if necessary, a  better plan may be 
a mix of the Social Security contributions 
that are directed to fund the current recip­
ients, while the remainder of the funds 
are closely monitored and regulated  
through investment opportunities directed 
by the individual.

In any case, it is good to see atten­
tion being paid to the subject.

And why not?

legislature shall annually  provide by  
appropriation for the p aym en t o f the 
in terest upon the installm ents o f princi­
p a l o f  a ll debts o r refunding debts cre ­
a te d  on b eh a lf o f the sta te  except for 
those contracted under section 9  [voter 
approved  bond acts] , "

Article 16 goes on to state if, a t any  
tim e, the legislature fails to m ake the  
needed appropriations, the state com p­
troller would then be responsible to 
im pound those assets from  the first 
revenues allocated to the sta te ’s g en ­
eral fund.

Judge Spain initially said he would  
not allow  the case to go before the  
s ta te ’s full C ourt of A p p ea ls  (five  
judges), but then reversed that posi­
tion.

Addressing the attorneys for the  
state, he asked rhetorically, “W hen  will 
it stop? In the extrem e, there  is no limit 
to the am ount of debt the state can  
incur in this way, is there?”

To S chu lz , Jud g e  S pa in  said , 
“Som ebody on high has decided to 
allow the Constitution to be circum vent­
ed so the state can borrow freely. Until 
they decide otherwise you will lose in

court.”
W e  are  living in perilous tim es in 

N ew  York S ta te  b ecause G overnor 
G eorge Pataki and our legislative rep­
resentatives are  no longer contem plat­
ing w hat is best for the public.

O ur elected representatives are  no 
longer even putting on an air of interest 
in representing the taxpayers. They  
m ake deals with each  other in A lbany  
while they flagrantly violate the N ew  
York S tate  Constitution, regardless of 
the financial or social impact.

As Schulz has pointed out over the  
years, the blatancy is to the point that 
judges in our Suprem e Court have  
actually presided over cases w here  
they, or a  fam ily m em ber, have been  
involved with the sale or investm ent of 
those bonds being sold to fund pet 
state projects.

Judge Spain decided to stand up, 
to resist the tem ptation to cow er before  
their arrogance.

Before he ruled to put the motion 
before the full court, Judge Spain told 
Schulz, ‘T h e  people a re  indebted to 
you.” A nd w e  are. W e  are  equally  
indebted to Judge Spain, and pray his 
colleagues will be as brave and as just 
as he.

And why not?

Return Our Fair Share
Suffolk County governm ents  

responded vigorously to the needs cre­
ated by the tragic TW A  Flight 800  
crash. Without this outpouring of help, 
the situation would have been much 
more chaotic.

The municipalities involved had a 
tacit understanding that they would be 
com pletely reimbursed for any costs 
incurred on behalf of the federal gov­
ernment.

The National Transportation Safety  
Board, the federal agency responsible 
for reim bursing the m unicipalities  
involved, has distributed $6 .3  million so 
far. In 1997, Congress appropriated  
spending $ 1 2 .4  m illion. Yet, most

municipalities have received less than  
half of that to which they w ere entitled.

Recently, C ongressm an M ichael 
Forbes called together all parties  
involved to try and foster an under­
standing with the NTSB, which is claim ­
ing it should not be responsible for 
reimbursing normal salaries paid by the  
com m unities to those who w ere  
involved.

This is ridiculous. These people  
gave willingly of their time and their 
abilities. The communities are entitled 
to be reimbursed. The money is there. 
Congress cannot allow the bureaucracy  
to stand in the w ay of what is fair.

And why not?


	010699
	011399
	012099
	012799

