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Needless Monopoly
The free world's biggest monopoly, the telephone 

company, is asking for rate increases in New York 
State of up to 100% and more. The telephone 
company cries that it has not had a statewide in
crease in over ten years. It fails to tell the public 
that it has systematically raised rates regularly on the 
local level over the last ten years. It fails to tell the 
public that its revenues have increased tremendously 
in this state due to new installations and use of phone 
company services. It fails to tell the public that it has 
enjoyed rate increases through the infamous message 
unit system of billing. By arbitrarily doing away with 
individual billing the public has been made to suffer 
under this new system, and it has caused many users 
phone bills to skyrocket.

Public hearings are being held, at the present time, 
in hard to reach areas in the customary fashion of the 
Public Service Commission. The average consumer of 
telephone services finds it  extremely d ifficu lt to get 
to these meetings to protest.

We can almost assume that the telephone company 
will get its way and be able to raise rates on its 
services. It is a monopoly and controls these vital 
services. It would be hard for a new comapny to be 
formed and go into competition with the phone 
company, but there is no reason in the world why 
the phone company should enjoy the monopoly on 
its equipment. This hardware is way overpriced, and 
if you wish to use it you must pay high monthly 
rental charges. You cannot buy most of the equip
ment — you are forced to rent it. As a typical ex
ample you can buy a reconditioned telephone from 
mail order houses, that is perfectly functional, for 
$6.00 to $10.00. They will last for an indefinite 
time. To have an extension phone installed it will 
cost you over $1,00 per month rental charge. 
These are the charges for a homeowner; businesses ' 
pay more exorbitant! rates. Why should we be 
forced to pay the telephone company outrageous fees 
when we can acquire adequate equipment at fair prices.
We can see no justification for the government 
permitting a monopoly in this case.

Just recently the government took IBM, a private, 
competitive company, to court and broke their 
policy of refusing to sell equipment. Why can't the 
same principles be applied to the phone company for 
its equipment? There is no need to protect the 
phone company's Western Electric Division from 
the forces of free enterprise.

We hope that the Public Service Commission takes 
these matters into account before considering the

phone company's request for an across - the - board 
statewide rate increase. The telephone company 
should be required to sell its equipment, or allow 
others to sell and connect equipment to existing 
phone lines before a suit is brought that will force 
the issue. The Public Service Commission's reason 
for being in existence is to protect the consumer from 
monopolistic practices. Let us hope that it works this 
way, in this case, and acts to give the telephone user 
a fair shake. And why not?

A Sense of Independence
We would be remiss if we did not, once again, plea 

for a renewed sense of independence from the 
residents of the east end. On this Fourth of July we 
remember those men who, 193 years ago, felt 
strongly enough about their government and way of 
life to become involved to the point of giving up their 
lives and fortunes.

Today, 193 years later, we, the American public, 
have become fat, lazy and dangerously apathetic. 
We know little about our government, who runs it 
and how they are doing it or why. Our ignorance 
extends from the basic election district level to the 
workings of our Federal government. Our preoccupa
tion with the complexities of life and the’Search for 
"all the good things" have taken precedence over our 
concern for those institutions and ideals which 
permit us to pursue the good life in the first place, 
"The price of liberty is eternal vigilance" is a sadly 
forgotten phrase.

Look about you. Are you satisfied with the govern
ment we have today? Can you feel comfortable with 
the decisions of the Supreme Court? Are you happy 
about the laws that Congress is passing or dismayed 
at their failure to pass other laws? How do you really 
feel about the war in Viet Nam and are you making 
your views known to your legislators? Has our state 
government given us the strong vital economy we 
need? Are the services it provides the ones we want? 
Is our county government economical, functional and 
a service to all the people? Can we walk our streets 

hout fear? Is our town government responsive to
Cont„ on page 4
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our desires? Do you know your committeemen ai 
do they know you and what you want from yo 
political party or, better yet, do they care? Wh 
about the cost of all this government? Are we gettii 
our money's worth?

If you cannot answer these questions easily, then 
is YOU, not the government, who is wrong. The chanj 
must come from us. We must become involved wi 
our government if we are not happy with i t  We are tl 
government We have it within our power to change 
and make it more to our liking but it takes involv 
ment and work.

Make this Fourth of July more meaningful. Ri 
awaken your sense of independence, become involve 
and make this a stronger America. And why nol

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Mr. Willmott,

Back in 1954 I sat one night and wrote the folio win 
poem. Unfortunately the first copy was lost when m; 
wallet was taken from my hand bag while out Christmai 
shopping

I don't think it's original. It may be something I rea< 
long ago.

Prayer For Peace 
Up above He makes decisions 
With a clear and wonderous vision 
May we all soon realize 
Without His love there'd be no skies 
“Peace on earth" is what He said 
Now so many men are dead 
Let us pray to be forgiven 
For “God" can take all He has given.
Keep our boys from Over There 
Threatened wars are just a scare 
Safe & sound we will always be 
If we keep our liberty.

Mr. Willmott, this last part is my own as I wrote it one day 
while I was ill a few years ago. (1963)

I think it is very timely in view of what is happening to 
our boys. Three boys in our family have been to Viet Nam. 
Thank “God" two of thefn came back. We are praying for the 
third one who is still there, and will be for some time, also 
all his buddies.

Sincerely,
Jo Spadola

Dear Mr. Willmott,
Note your suggestions about summer traffic conditions on 

Montauk Highway at Westhampton Beach.
Will you kindly help us to get action from the N. Y. State 

Transportation authorities to finish the construction of 
the Sunrise Highway, eastward from Eastport to the Shinnecock 
Canal new Bridge and Highway.

From Eastport to Hampton Bays we are cut off by the 
continual flow of traffic on the Montauk Highway, when 
trying to get out of side streets.

Miles of new roads are being completed where little 
traffic occurs on the North Fork to Orient. North - South 
roads; are being protested against up west. Master plans for the 
future while we of the present perish — Bah! and why not! !

Mrs. A. A. Hulse



Wednesday, July 9, 1969 Page 3SAY YOU SAW IT  IN SUFFOLK LIFE& Wllhutn't 
■nrf Why-Hett

BY DAVID J. WILLMOTT, Editor

No Need To Be Tops
Under the flat grant welfare system of payments, 

New York has set up various districts. The district 
the welfare family lives in will determine the maximum 
grant that the recipient can receive. New York City is, 
at present, paying the highest rate in the state as it 
is theorized that it costs more to live in the city than 
anywhere else.

Suffolk County is in the second category, paying 
$191 per month for a family of four, while New 
York City is paying $208. The bleeding hearts in this 
county, at the expense of the average taxpayer, are 
crying for the county board to raise Suffolk's grant 
to meet that of New York City. In other words, 
they want to make Suffolk County the best county in 
the state for welfare recipients to live. They use the 
feeble excuse that it costs just as much to live in 
Suffolk as it does in the city. Anybody who has 
lived or worked in both places knows this to be a 
fallacy. Not only that, but the tax bases, through 
which taxes are raised, are entirely different. Suffolk 
taxes are raised primarily from single owner, one 
family private pieces of property. In New York City 
most property is owned by profit making corporations 
and the extra belt in taxes shows up in a profit and 
loss statement not on the family table.

In times of ever - rising taxes, when we are all 
finding it hard to make ends meet, we cannot afford 
to make this county any more tdesirable as a welfare 
haven than it already is. We have a disproportionate 
share of welfare recipients living here in comparison 
with the rest of the nation now. It is unfortunate 
but true that we are seeing an ever increasing number 
of people, who moved here to retire, leaving be
cause they cannot afford the abnormal tax load. We 
have just witnessed the largest number of school 
budgets defeated in our history. This is only a clue 
to what is going to happen as the tax rebellion gathers 
momentum. Welfare is a luxury that an affluent 
society affords itself. When used properly it can 
provide, for those less fortunate, a way of getting over 
their temporary problems and a means of rehabilitat
ing them. However, this has not been the case in 
recent years. Welfare has become a way of life to 
many. The current philosophy of the welfare 
recipient is that welfare is a right NOT a privilege. 
It is not difficult to imagine the reaction of the 
burdened taxpayer to such wrongheadedness.

According to reports from the welfare department, 
Suffolk has a surplus in the welfare budget of 
$3,000,000. The politically appointed commissioner 
wants to use this surplus to bring our payments up to 
that of New York City — a good ploy, in an election

year, to buy welfare votes. This money should be 
returned to the county government to reduce taxes 
in the coming year. Last year, when the welfare 
department gave away too much money,the taxpayers 
had to dig deeper to come up with more county taxes 
including a sales tax to finance this outlandish dole. 
Now, if by some odd chance, there is going to be some 
money left over, it should be used to reduce taxes, and 
the welfare budget, for the coming year, should be cut.

Suffolk cannot afford to make this a first class 
welfare county that will attract more welfare recip
ients to it. I f  we have the money to spend let's 
make our schools the best in the state. This, at 
least, will attract productive people to the county. 
And why not?

"Step PLOOWB”
East Hampton Town, in a concerted effort to do 

something about the littering and polluting of its 
beaches and waterways, has coined a new word, 
"PLOOWB". It means Polluting and Littering of Our 
Waters and Beaches. The problem of refuse and filth 

“ has reached major proportions. No matter where you 
look man - originated waste is cluttering our land.

Those of us who live out here year - round like to 
say, particularly during this time of year, that it is the 
city people who are responsible for the mess. They do 
contribute to it but let's be fair, we are all at fault. 
We litter daily. We flip out millions of filter cigarettes, 
gum and candy wrappers plus other refuse day in and 
day out. The accumulation is impossible to keep up 
with. Drive down any street, back road or main high
way and you will see bottles, beer cans, papers, cloth
ing, abandoned automobiles and just about anything 
else that man has used and discarded.

Our beaches are in pitiful shape what with the 
broken glass, picnic refuse and what all. This litter 
has been left by all of us. Think about it. It is not 
always the other guy's fault. For some reason we all 
seem to have the idea that we have personal maids 
in public places to pick up after us. Yes, we do have 
sanitation and highway crews who go around to clean 
up. They pick up part of what we discard but miss
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some of the mess. These crews cost a lot of money, 
money that we are paying in taxes.

Most towns have ordinances that call for fines of 
up to $500. for littering. Most judges are reluctant 
to hand out fines like this feeling that maximum 
penalties should be reserved for the most flagrant 
violators. Still, with the problem of littering growing 
by leaps and bounds we feel that more : stringent 
enforcement of existing laws plus stiffer penalties 
would do much to curb the "litterbug" in us. A 
number of years ago, in New York City, jay - walking 
was a persistent and increasing traffic problem. This 
situation was dramatically reduced with the giving out 
of tickets, in wholesale lots, that carried a $3.00 fine. 
The fine did not hurt so much as the inconvenience of 
having to pay it plus the psychological impact of 
having been caught breaking the law.

Such a get - tough attitude here on the east end 
towards litterbugs might just do the trick. We 
advocate handing out tickets for everything frorh 
discarding a cigarette butt and candy wrapper to the 
more flagrant dumping of refuse. We think that such 
a policy will find people thinking twice before 
throwing away anything. Stop PLOOWB NOW! And 
why not?

911 Is The Number
Residents in all BUT Southampton and East Hamp

ton Towns in Suffolk County can now reach the
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police faster and more efficiently, in case of an 
emergency, by dialing 911, the new unified emergency 
dialing number. Calls originating in western Suffolk 
will go directly to the police communication center in 
Hauppauge; in Riverhead they will go directly to the 
Riverhead Center and in Southold, Greenport and 
Shelter Island they will go to SOuthold police head
quarters and be dispatched to the nearest vehicle.

REMEMBER THE NUMBER, IT'S 911 and hope 
you never have to use-it. And why not?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir:

There are rough necks, stiff necks and rubber necks, and 
then there are the swivel necks. The latter are a special breed, 
for the most part indigenous to the town of Mattituck.

Anyone who has ever driven his car going south on Love 
Lane (our main shopping street) and who has dared to drive 
straight onto Main Street, or who has tried to make a left 
hand turn into Main Street going east, or make a right hand 
turn into Sound Ave. has got to have a swivel neck. He must 
watch the traffic coming at him from three directions, and 
anyone knows that that is not possible without a swivel neck,

Just what is comparable to the cost of a traffic light? A 
smashed car; a broken leg; a lacerated face; a slab in the morgue? 
Southold, Jamesport and Cutchogue all have their traffic lights. 
Only Mattituck has none, and so we Mattituckians seen to be 
doomed to be known as the swivel neckers who can afford 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for an addition to a school 
house, but who won’t spend a single dollar for a traffic light 
if  their lives depended on it.

Sincerely,
Herman R. Pocher

Dear Mr. Willmott:
July. 15th is grievance day in most towns in Suffolk 

County. This gives the taxpayer the opportunity to be heard 
behind closed doors by a board of assessors, who are already 
biased in their decision to increase the taxpayer’s assessment, 
having set the new assessment in the first place.

The taxpayer should be given the opportunity to be heard 
before a non - biased board, at a public hearing to state his 
grievance.. And why not?

Very truly yours, 
Robert Sel
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Going Nowhere
The general idea behind transportation is to get 

you someplace in the fastest and best way. Under the 
direction of the Metropolitan Commuter Transporta
tion Authority transportation in New York State has 
been doing just the opposite — it has gone into 
reverse. Never before have our roads been in such bad 
shape; never before has there been such overcrowding. 
The Long Island Railroad is not only a farce but also 
a dangerous threat to life and limb. The condition of 
the rolling stock-is deplorable. The morale of the 
personnel is at an all - time low. The customers are 
ripe for open rebellion, and the management seems to 
be sticking its head in the sand.

The answer is not money. The voters of this state 
unfortunately committed themselves, two years ago, 
to a quarter of a billion dollar bond issue to finance 
the reconstruction of our transportation facilities. 
Since the passage of this bill, transportation in New 
York State has deteriorated to the worst level in the 
state's history. The Authority's inability to achieve 
results indicates a gross degree of mismanagement. 
Hopes for improvement seem very dim.

The people of this state have spent their money- 
and their children's money, and they have a right to 
demand improvement now. Rockefeller, if he can 
ever get back to running New York State, should 
clean house within the MCTA starting with its high 
priced head William Ronan and replace these appointed 
officials with men capable of meeting the challenge 
of our transportation problems. The Authority 
needs men of imagination with fresh approaches to 
the vast problems that face this state. The worn out 
political hacks that are, at present, in control of the
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Authority have failed miserably and there is no 
justification in keeping them on any longer.

This is no longer a joking matter. Some morning 
we are going to wake up and read about a commuter 
train crashing and killing several hundred people. It 
has happened before and will surely happen agait  ̂ as 
long as the state is unable to cope with the problems 
of the Long Island Railroad. We have recently ridden 
on the railroad and we are sure that the most 
derelict state automotive inspection station would 
not permit a car, in the condition of these railway 
cars, to continue on the road. Why then is the state 
allowed to continue subjecting its passengers to the 
suicide rides that it does?

Do we need wholesale tragedy to bring the 
sordid condition of the railroad to Rockefeller's 
attention? Will he be able to sleep at night when he 
has several hundred lives on his conscience? We hope 
that he will do something to bring about a change in 
the Authority NOW instead of waiting until something 
happens. Any why not?

Warning!
Most of us have a killer in our homes and do not 

even know it. This came to light recently when a 
neighbor's child was almost killed. Many homes have 
aluminum combination storm and screen doors, The 
glass in these doors is very fragile and, under the right 
circumstances, can break with disastrous results, 

Since we observed this incident with a neighbor's 
child we have heard of many other cases where 
children and adults have thought the door was un
latched, pushed hard on the glass which then broke 
cutting them severely.

This situation can be avoided by having tempered 
or shatter proof glass installed in the door. It is 
slightly more expensive but a lot less expensive than 
having someone bleed to death or severely h u rt 

We recommend that all of our readers check their 
doors and see if the glass is either tempered or shatter 
proof. If it is not, remove it now and have it replaced 
with this type of glass. Families with children should 
particularly be sure that this is dope. And why not?

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr. Willmott:
Thank you for your editorial “Stop PLOOWB” in the 

July 6 issue of Suffolk Life. Your efforts to bring our anti
litter and pollution campaign to the attention of Suffolk 
readers is greatly appreciated* Cont0 on page 4
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S um m er Problem s

To the natives o f the east end summertime means 

money. T o  those who bring the money the east end 
means fun . Those who bring money fa ll in to  three 
classes: the very rich who have, fo r  generations,craved 
the ir own niche in the east end and who seek th is  area 
fo r  its seclusion. Then there is the average fam ily  who 
seeks re lie f from  the c ity  and more populated areas. 
They come here and rent a cottage fo r  a week, then a 
summer and fin a lly  sometimes eventually buy or bu ild  
a home. The th ird  class, who started com ing here 
in the m id fiftie s , is the group comprised o f the un
married, carefree fun and sun lovers. A t  f irs t i t  was 

the ava ilab ility  o f beaches and fa ir ly  economical 

accomodations tha t attracted them. As the ir numbers 
grew, and the reputation o f the Hamptons as a.swing
ing, free and easy summer place progressed, the class 
o f young people changed.

Today, many o f the natives are unhappy. Many o f 
these natives are on ly recently residents who bu t a 

few  short years ago were com ing ou t here and 
sharing a house w ith  fa m ily  or friends. They are un
happy w ith  the hordes o f young people who seem to  
be everywhere. U n fo rtuna te ly , they tend to  lum p all 
o f these young poeple in to  the "b a d "  category when, 
in fact, most o f them are here fo r  the same reason as 

th e ir accusers — to  enjoy the sun and water and to  be 
w ith  people who they can make friends w ith .

W ith the young the practice o f ganging together in 
a group rental has come about both through example 
as well as financia l necessity. Who has not seen a 
homeowner friend  invaded during the summer m onths 

by friends and relatives? We dropped in a friend 's  
house to  say, "H e llo "  one Sunday m orning last 
summer and found  over tw e n ty  visitors stretched 
o u t on the floo r, sofas, chairs and back lawn. (N ot 
much d iffe rn e t than the groups) As fa r as the noise 
level is concerned we are n o t sure which is worse; 
th ir ty  youngsters under the age o f ten or th ir ty  
groupers over eighteen. Our own greed has driven 

rates on houses way ou t o f p ropo rtion . Houses tha t 
norm ally  w o u ld n 't bring $60 a m onth rental year 
round w ill rent to  groupers fo r  $3000. fo r  three 
months. The on ly  way tha t these staggering rentals 
can be financed is by the sharing o f costs; hence 
group rentals.

Real estate agents, as well as p roperty  owners, 
could be more selective in who they rent to . A

better job  o f screening could be done. Also, 
restrictions pertaining to  m axim um  occupancy and 
property  maintenance could be w ritten  in to  leases. 

These things should be done.
The problem  o f unru ly  crowds in pub lic  places can 

be con tro lled  by the police who should keep the 
pressure on those who d istrub w ith o u t harassing those 
who are respectful and cognizant o f the ir responsibil
ities as good citizens. Sleeping in cars or on the 

beaches could be outlawed and such ordinances 
s tric tly  enforced. D rink ing in pub lic  could be harshly 
dealt w ith  and litte ring , particu larly  on beaches, could 
be contro lled . Measures such as these would tend to  

e lim inate the r if f ra f f  we have been attracting. A ll 
o f these things should be done.

The Hamptons is a great place fo r  the summer as 
well as year - round. A  small m in o rity  should no t be 
allowed to  ru in it  fo r  the many who come here. The 
m a jo rity  o f young people who come here are re
sponsible people. The ir righ t to  a place in the sun is 
no less than those o f us who have fam ilies or the 
money to  buy seclusion. However, eastern Long 
Island needs a good weeding ou t like any garden. 
Plans must be form ula ted to  discourage irresponsible 
behavior. A c tion  is needed, no t just angry words 
and false promises tha t are fo rgotten w ith  the firs t 

frost. The problems created by the huge summer 

in flu x  have been w ith  us fo r  several years and w ill 
continue to  plague us unless a plan o f action is 
in itia ted  and fo llow ed  now. We cannot a ffo rd  to  w a it 
any longer. And why not?

In v a d e d

As witnessed by a pho to  story elsewhere in th is 
week's paper, you can see the devastating effects o f 
the uncontro lled  gypsy m oth on Shelter Island. 

U n fo rtuna te ly , th is outbreak is no t lim ited  to  th is 

small island b u t has struck in all o f the east end 

towns. O ur f irs t sighting came when we passed 
the coun ty  park in Brookhaven on the Sunrise High-

C o nt. oh page 4
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ToilRs
Here’s a delightful way for the family 
to spend a day! History comes alive and 
the most beautiful scenery lies, at your 
feet when you enjoy a Ferry Tour 
aboard the “M/V Martha’s Vineyard.”
This popular land-water tour program, 
operates five days a week, offering 
many different scheduled tours to Con
necticut and Long Island.

CONNECTICUT
tours

Child $4.90

Gillette Castle 6 • Yale University 
The past comes alive on this tour which 
leaves from Port Jefferson. By bus you will 
drive to colorful Gillette Castle, formerly 
the home of the famous American actor 
William Gillette, and now a state park. 
From Gillette it’s on to the beautiful 
campus of Yale University for a bus tour 
of the highlights of the University. Back 
to Bridgeport for a relaxing dinner before 
your return trip to Port Jefferson.

Branford Trolley Museum 
The trolley car and iron horse of yester
year adds a touch of nostalgia to this tour. 
By bus, from Bridgeport, you will travel 
to the Branford Trolley Museum for a ride 
on an antique trolley into the past. Back 
to Bridgeport to be wined and dined before 
your return trip on the Martha's Vineyard.

Mystic Seaport
TJie rugged, seafaring life of a whaling 
port in colonial New England is recreated 
here at Mystic Seaport. By bus you will 
arrive at Mystic for a tour of the whaling 
port exactly as it was over 100 years ago. 
Delicious meals at reasonable prices are 
available at snack bars conveniently 
located throughout Mystic.

'n n n n n n n n rtn iv w v w v w v w v w v v w v v v v w v w v w
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DAILY FERRY SCHEDULE
Sept. 2nd —  Sept. 15th

Leave Pt. Jefferson 
6:30 A.M. 

10:00 A.M. 
1:30 P.M.
5:00 P.M.

Leave Bridgeport 
8:15 A.M. 

11:45 A.M. 
3:15 P.M. 
6:45 P.M.

RATES
Passengers, One Way $2,00 Children under 12 One-half fare 

Automobiles (Including Driver) One Way $8.50

Schedule & Tours Subject to Change Without Notice

EDITORIAL From page 3 

way. Even at sixty miles an hour you would have to 
be blind to miss the denuded trees on both sides of the 
highway. The effect was eerie.

In the past, if the cocoon count reached more than 
500 egg clusters, the state came in and sprayed thus 
avoiding this catastrophe. Due to the uproar on spray
ing, the state has suspended all spraying on Long 
Island. This year's outbreak is just a sampling of what 
is going to happen next year if  this condition goes 
unchecked.

If you w ill recall, some weeks back, we wrote an 
editorial against the use of hard chemicals and the 
devastating effect they have had on wildlife and marine 
life. We are not advocating a return to this, but there 
are those soft chemicals that can be applied safely to 
control situations like this. These must be applied 
soon or Long Island w ill face a plague of gypsy moths 
next year that could make the entire east end look 
like a war combat zone.

The state must realistically combine the modern 
use of pesticides with sound conservation practices. 
Both the overuse and non - use of pesticides can have 
bad effects.

We encourage the residents of this area to ask the 
extension service to examine their property for 
signs of the gypsy moth and, if warranted, the Con
servation Dept, could inspect and spray the area. And 
why not?

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir:
The pattern persists: first the Riverhead Town Board 

cancels the permit for the Brush airstrip that was being 
developed by private funds on tax producing land and then 
it institutes a study for the development of an STOL airport 
that will -  and isn't this all too familiar -  be added to the 
already intolerable burden of the politicians pet pigeon, the 
taxpayer.

I have no pretensions to being an authority on airport 
locations -  a fact, incidentally, that should have qualified me 
to serve on the committee named to select a site, but it 
would seem to me that an airport with approaches over 
water, set in the potato fields up north, in a sparsely settled 
area should admirably answer the requirements for a safe yet 
easily accessible facility. But maybe that is too easy and too 
logical -  and much too inexpensive to be an influencing factor.

I am not an advocate for the Brush enterprise as such. 
Frankly, my only interest in it is negative -  I won't have to 
pay for it.

Come to think of it -  can STOL mean Sock The Ovei 
Laden?

Sincerely,
B. D. Benjamin
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Rocky’s Railroad
Five years ago when the state, under Rockefeller, 

announced that it was purchasing the Long Island 
Railroad, this publication spoke out vehemently 
against the idea. We felt that socializing the railroad 
could only complicate its existing problems. Propo
nents of the state takeover argued that with the 
state's power and prestige plus huge amounts of the 
taxpayers' money pumped into the railroad it would, 
in a few short years, be the pride of the nation's 
commuting lines.

Our worst fears have come to pass. Service has 
disintegrated to the point of being virtually non - 
existant. The condition of the equipment and the 
morale of the personnel make it almost suicidal to 
ride on "Rocky's rack". The cost has been astronom
ical. Rockefeller sweet - talked the voters into under
writing a T/z billion dollar transportation bond issue 
which has placed our children and their children into 
bonded indebtedness.

Rockefeller hand - picked William Ronan to run the 
MCTA. From the outset it was obvious he neither had 
the background nor the ability to run such a complex 
set up. We have suggested before and we repeat it 
again that Rockefeller remove Mr. Ronan and the 
other incompetents from office who have been mis
directing the transportation needs of the state and 
replace them with men of vision and ability who can 
remedy our transportation problems. We were happy 
to see that the Republican leader of Suffolk has also 
put the prestige of his office behind such a move. 
Last week Buzz Schwenk publicly called for the ouster 
of Ronan.

There is further talk of the counties of Long Island 
taking over the railroad and running it. To us this 
would be like jumping from the frying pan into the 
fire.

As we proposed five years ago, we would like to see 
the state sell the line to private enterprise, keep its 
hands out of the operation and allow the line to set 
fares at a reasonable rate so that it could make a 
profit. As revolutionary as this might seem to 
politicians, we feel that this is the only idea that is 
going to get the railroad out of its mess. Time and 
again it has been proven that when government over
steps its bounds and moves into the domain of private 
enterprise the results are disastrous.

Let private business once again run the railroad and 
we will see improvement. Profit, both to management 
and labor, can be the motivating factor. Also, re
strictions on commuter bus lines should be lifted so 
that there is an air of competition. Several years ago

when the railroad was on strike bus lines originating 
here on the east end made the run into New York City. 
Passengers interviewed were more than pleased with 
the service, the condition of the buses, the fares and, 
most of all, the time element. After the strike was 
over the bus line wanted to continue service but was 
blocked by the state from doing so. Once again the 
commuters suffered.

The Long Island Railroad is Rocky's fiasco. Let us 
hope thatSchwenk's prodding will move our governor 
to replace the management of this railroad and the 
MCTA. Something must be done to avoid another 
tragedy. And why not?

Rotary Barbecue This Saturday
We do not very often use this column to tout a 

public affair but the Riverhead Rotary Club's Annual 
old - fashioned barbecue is such a wonderful family 
affair that we can't help but encourage everyone to go.

The barbecue is held on the beautiful Grumman 
picnic grounds off Route 25A in Calverton. The 
area offers everything. There is plenty of parking. The 
picnic grove is tree shaded and there always seems to 
be a cool breeze even on the hottest of days. One of 
the best aspects of the whole affair is the rides that 
are available for the children. Grumman has most of 
the rides that you would find at any carnival: the 
merry - go - round, ferris wheel, whip, boat and 
train rides plus many more. The kids can go for as 
many rides as they like, all free. Yes, that's right, there 
is no additional charge for the rides. They are all 
included in the price of the meal ticket. The rides are 
well supervised by Rotarians, their wives and other 
helpers. Thus every family has a built - in baby 
sitter while they enjoy the day's festivities.

The bill of fare includes your choice of chicken or 
ribs with Link Well's own famous sauces. There is 
loads of fresh picked corn, potatoes, ice cold water
melon and all of the trimmings that have made this 
affair such a huge success year after year.

The remarkable part of this big barbecue is the 
number of people who can be served in such a short 
period of time. This is accomplished through

Cont. on page 4
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EIlRS
H e r e ’s a  d e lig h t fu l w a y  fo r  th e  fa m ily  

• to  sp en d  a  d a y ! H is to r y  c o m e s  a liv e  and  
th e  m o s t  b e a u t ifu l sc e n e r y  lie s  a t  y o u r  
f e e t  w h e n  y o u  e n jo y  a F e r r y  T ou r  
ab o a rd  th e  “ M /V  M a r th a ’s V in e y a r d .”
T h is  p o p u la r  la n d -w a te r  to u r  p r o g r a m , 
o p e r a te s  five d a y s  a  w e e k , o ffe r in g  
m a n y  d if fe r e n t  sc h e d u le d  to u r s  to  C o n 
n e c t ic u t  and  L o n g  Is la n d .

CONNECTICUT
t o u r s

Child $4.50

Gillette Castle 6 - Yale University 
The past comes alive on this tour which 
leaves from Port Jefferson. By bus you will 
drive to colorful Gillette Castle, formerly 
the home of the famous American actor 
William Gillette, and now a state park. 
From Gillette it’s on to the beautiful 
campus of Yale University for a bus tour 
of the highlights of the University. Back 
to Bridgeport for a relaxing dinner before 
your return trip to Port Jefferson.

Branford Trolley Museum 
The trolley car and iron horse of yester
year adds a touch of nostalgia to this tour. 
By bus, from Bridgeport, you will travel 
to the Branford Trolley Museum for a ride 
on an antique trolley into the past. Back 
to Bridgeport to be wined and dined before 
your return trip on the Martha’s Vineyard.

Mystic Seaport
Wednesday* The rugged, seafaring life of a whalinp

__ port in colonial New England is recreated
here at Mystic Seaport. By bus you will 

Sunday* arrive at Mystic for a tour of the whaling 
port exactly as it was over 100 years ago. 
Delicious meals at reasonable prices are 
available at snack bars conveniently 

1 located throughout Mystic.
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DAILY FERRY SCHEDULE 
June 27th Thru Sept. 1st incl.

Leave Port Jefferson Leave Bridgeport
6:30 AM 8:30 AM

10:30 AM 12:30 PM
2:30 PM 4:30 PM
6:30 PM 8:30 PM

Extra trip ALL Sundays 
June 29th to Aug. 31st incl. and Labor Day 

10:30 PM 12:30 AM
fy y y y y y w w w w w v w w w w v w v rv i/» ^ rw w \/w v w \j
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RATES
Passengers, One Way $2,00 Children under 12 One - half fare 

Automobiles (Including Driver) One Way $8.50

Schedule & Tours Subject to Change Without Notice

EDITO RIAL From page 3

ingenuity, the manpower of the Rotary Club and 
the help of the Riverhead Kiwanians.

The proceeds from this affair go to the many 
services the Rotary Club performs for the comm
unity. It is active in youth affairs, scholarships, 
community betterment and improvement, general 
welfare and other community needs. One of the 
highlights of the club's activities is its sponsorship 
of an exchange student. Over the years Riverhead 
has been enriched by the presence of students from 
many countries. Not only has the town been able to 
get to know a little bit about foreign countries but 
also the students have returned to their homelands as 
good - will ambassadors for the United States.

We cannot urge you strongly enough to turn out 
in force for this tremendous affair. You will have 
one of the best times of the summer season, and, at 
the same time you will be supporting many worth
while community projects.

The ticket price is only $1.50 for children and 
$3.00 for adults. All rides are included. What a bar
gain! The gates open at 3 P. M. and the last serving 
is at 7 P. M. We hope to see everyone from eastern 
Long Island there. And why not?

gSg L E T T E R S
TO  T H E  E D IT O R

Dear Dave:
While America burns, legislators fiddle with “Tax Reform,, 

instead of tax “justice”,, The 16th Amendment to the Consti
tution levies “taxes on incomes from whatever source 
derived. . .” It m&kes no provisions for any exemptions, and 
leaves no “loopholes” for misinterpretation. By “abuse of 
power” administrative laws decide what organizations enjoy 
tax immunity, disregarding” . „ . taxes shall be uniform” and 
“The Constitution and all laws made in pursuance thereof.. . ” 

The Liberty Amendment added to the Constitution would 
repeal the 16th Amendment eliminating “special privileges” 
(politically motivated) enjoyed by tax - exempt foundations. 
It calls for elimination of all corporate activities not “ specified 
in the Constitution.” It documents savings for greater than 
amounts now collected by personal income taxes. What better 
“Tax Reform” with equal justice?

Sincerely,
Arnold Bayley 
East Hampton, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Willmott,
I would appreciate you printing this letter for me.
My husband and I will celebrate our 20th Wedding 

Anniversary on July 30th and after working and waiting for 
this long we decided our anniversary present would be our 
first new car.

Perhaps this irresponsible party who hit our new car last 
Friday in the Riverhead Shopping Plaza will realize what this 
meant to us, after reading this letter. Your conscience should 
bother you by now, and I hope you will contact Suffolk Life 
and admit your accident.

Cont. on page 5
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