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Z e id le r Indicted
It came as no surprise that Richard Zeidler, 

Brookhaven Town Republican leader was in­
dicted this past week. It had been expected for 
some time.

Nor was it surprising to us who have closely 
followed this case that he was only indicted on a 
misdemeanor involving the election law.

Zeidler is not an elected government official. 
He has no direct statutory control over tax­
p a y e r  money or any obligations to the tax­
payers.

This is not to say that Zeidler, who is in the 
most powerful factor in the town government, 
has not asserted his influence on how these funds 
shall be used. Nor is there anything at present 
legally wrong for him to benefit from the use of 
this influence. •

As a result of Zeidler being a politician and not 
a public official, he is above a law that could 
hang him.

As the law stands, a politician can directly 
benefit from the influence he has. If people do 
business with him to get on his good side to in-

B

We have been pretty hard on our local 
Department of Motor Vehicle Offices in recent 
editorials. We have been hard because of reader 
complaints and personal experiences. Conditions 
had reached a point of being intolerable.

The public should not have to put up with the 
kind of treatment we had outlined and if bad 
publicity is the only way to bring pressure to 
change the system, then bad publicity it has to 
be.

In due respect though, this past week we had to 
go to the Riverhead office for a license renewal. 
It was the end of the month and we had expected 
the worst.

DM V Isn't A ll Bad

Second Look A t Farm land Preservation

, sure he puts a friendly word in their favor when 
they need it there is nothing wrong with it. If 
he makes unusually high profits from these 
contacts, there is nothing legally wrong with 
that.

The system depends on those in political 
power having ethics and morals. It does not 
legislate or mandate that they have them.

A politician can be as unscrupulous as he likes 
and be perfectly safe from prosecution of laws 
that would send public officials up the river even 
if they contemplated half the things a politician 
can do.

In Brookhaven, where the Republican 
nomination was tantamount to election in the 
past, public officials are placed in a position of 
doing the bidding of the leader.

What he says goes, even though he has never 
been elected by the people. As a result he is the 
most influential factor in the town but his actions 
are not subject to checks or balances.

The law should and must be changed. Because 
of their tremendous influence, political leaders

r To our pleasant surprise the office was well 
staffed. The clerks were working efficiently and 
there were no lines. The contacts we had were 
pleasant and we saw no one else being hassled 
unreasonably. It was a total turnabout from our 
experience in Hauppauge.

We hope the Riverhead office is an example of 
what is to come. If it is, the DMV will find people 
on the other side of the counter more pleasant 
and understanding. Tension works both ways. 
We are glad to see the improvement and we are 
sure you will be next time you have to use these 
facilities. And why not?

Suffolk Life was an early supporter of John 
Klein's proposal to preserve our rural farm land 
in eastern Suffolk. The price tag on the original 
proposal was $20 million and it was expected 
development rights could be brought for less 
than half the real property values.

Motivation behind the plan was sound: far­
mers would get a way of keeping their farms 
out of the deal.

The public would benefit by preserving the 
agricultural industry on eastern Long Island. It 
would help preserve the rural quality of life, a 
definite asset to the area, and keep the 
developers and suburban sprawled out.

A side and direct benefit from the saving of 
farmland would give a balance to our water 
needs and the affluent disposal problems.

Then bids on the development rights came in. 
Instead of being half of the real value, in many 
exceeded it.

Land, offered for sale months ago from $4000 to 
$6000, all of a sudden has development right 
value of between $3500 and $7000 while 
owners retain use of the property.

The latest figure estimated for completion of 
this project is $80 million. This does not include 
the legal fees or any interest on bonding. The 
project, when all costs are included, could well 
exceed $150 million.

Those communities where the land lies would 
lose a good portion of the tax revenues currently 
generated by this land. This loss will have to be 
made up by higher assessments of other parcels 
and homes. Thus the taxpayers of these com­

munities will end up paying twice for this 
project.

Even with these disadvantages, which are 
beginning to outweigh the advantages, we still 
are interested in the concept.

Would the county be further ahead, if for the 
same amount of money, they were to buy the 
farms outright? In this way, at least, we would 
have something tangible for our investment, 
rather than just thin air of development rights.

We are bothered by the apparent lack of 
concern by John Klein that the price tag on this 
project has gone up over 400 per cent. Has he 
become blinded by the good publicity and glory 
of his original concept to the point that he wants 
it passed at any cost?

What might have been practical at a $20 
million price does not mean it is financially 
feasible at $80 million.

Before any final committment is made on this 
project, it should be mandated for the county to 
spell out in detail what the cost of this project 
will be to the taxpayers. In fact, any project of 
this magnitude should be accompanied by a 
mandatory financial impact statement.

Because of the drastic cost rise we withdraw 
our prior endorsement till we see a complete 
financial impact statement prepared and 
released.

We have to know what it will really cost, what 
the implications will be on every taxpayer and 
the overall ability of Suffolk County to finance. 
And why not?

must be brought under the same control as 
public officials. It is especially needed in a one 
party town where no single public official can 
never wield the power of a political leader.

We should enact legislation to bring politicians 
under the same kind of regulations and controls 
as public officials and this should be a priority 
for our state legislature.

It will only come about however, if there is a 
real outcry from the public. Remember, a good 
majority of these legislators have gotten there 
only through the blessings of politicians. These 
politicians are not going to give up their golden 
goose without a fight.

Brookhaven probably will not be a one party 
town after this November, and this will partially 
solve the problem. But excessive control by 
Republican or Democrats could leave the town 
open to abuses.

The answer lies in bringing politicians under 
the public scrutiny and control. Only then will 
they be subject to the same laws and it will 
become illegal for them to benefit from the use of 
their office. We hope it happens soon. It will 
make for a much better government. And why 
not?

A Word O f Thanks
Every generation has its heroes. Those who go 

beyond the call of duty to serve their fellow men.
Today, in almost every community we have 

such a group of men. These are the fellows who 
give up two or three days a week for about three 
months out of every year to coach Little League 
teams.

These men come from every walk of life, but 
each has a common goal. That is, to work with 
and help develop youngsters, not only as 
athletics, but more importantly, as people.

We have watched them spend hours with 
youngsters, building confidence in the kids. They 
encourage them to do their best, and make them 
feel accomplished when they try to do so.

These men spend most of the spring and a good 
part of the summer working with these 
youngsters. In addition, they have numerous 
meetings to attend. This duty takes hundreds of 
hours out of their lives and the service they 
perform for the communities is enormous.

As a reward, they more often receive com­
plaints rather than compliments. Suffolk Life is 
pleased to be able to thank and congratulate 
each of them for what they are doing. They are 
heroes to us. And why not?
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willmotts anil wliy-nofs
David J. Willmott, Editor

R ep u b lican s ' G o o d  C hoice Is O 'B rie n 's  D ile m m a
Republicans in Suffolk County are to be 

commended for two recent nominations for 
judgeships. Over a month ago they nominated 
E rn e s t S ig n o re lli fo r the S u rrog ate  Court 
position and this past week they nominated Chief 
Assistant D istrict Attorney, Saviero (Sam ) 
Fierro  for F am ily  Court.

Both these men are known to be independent 
Republicans and at the top of the ability  ladder. 
In the past, they would have been overlooked for 
these im portant posts in favor of easily con­
trolled party hacks of lim ited ability.

It is encouraging to see the Republican Party  
fina lly  waking up. They've nominated good 
qualified candidates for these judgeships who 
w ill be responsive to the people and a credit to 
the Republican Party  if they are elected.

The R epub lican  n o m inatio n  of F ie rro ,

how ever, poses a d if f ic u lt  prob lem  for  
Democratic District Attorney O 'Brien because 
he pledged to keep his office out of politics.

He insisted all employees give up any active  
participation with politics. He even refused to 
hire his own campaign director, Bill Davidson of 
Huntington as news and public relations coor­
dinator.

Although the PR director's job is not involved 
with the actual workings or office policy, O' Brien 
fe lt so strongly about the m atter he extended this 
policy to D avidson, a D e m o cra tic  Com ­
m itteem an, who was very responsible for putting 
him in office.

The question facing O 'Brien, is whether to 
keep Fierro, an able assistant, a personal friend  
and a highly qualified candidate on the job until 
November.

O 'Brien, in good conscious can't relax his rule 
to aid his friend without returning the District 
Attorney's office to politics.

He must insist that F ierro follow his policy - 
either turn down the nomination or resign as 
Chief Assistant District Attorney.

A race for any office is a political race 
regardless of whether it is for an adm inistrator 
post or a judgeship. You can't keep politics out of 
it, all the justifying in the world will not change 
this fact.

O 'Brien is in a tough spot. He has made the 
rules for his office and he must follow them. We 
are sure he w ill. He w ill not let dowrr the people 
who elected him although it w ill be personally 
unpleasant for him . And why not?

F in a n c ia l Im p a c t S ta te m e n t  A  M u s t
Last week, we touched editorially on the need 

for a financial im pact statem ent on the farm  
jtaand acquisition program . The need for this 
* atiform ation is immense. Yet it is not a common 

practice on the local, county, state or federal 
level.

Bills and programs are passed requiring  
millions and billions of dollars in outlays, often 
com m itting us to repaym ent plans which run 
through our children's lifetim e. No thought is 
given or information released on what it means 
in term s of the government's ability  to finance or 
the taxpayers' ab ility  to repay.

We see where this has led New York City. The 
city has lost its credit rating, the banks will no 
longer extend to them loans or finance their 
fiscal instability.

The taxes have been raised so high on real 
estate, buildings and even blocks of buildings are  

-abandoned. Taxes have risen to the point where
is no longer profitable to own the property and 

owners just w alk aw ay from  their investment.
Factories have left the city in droves, whole 

industries have moved out. Now even corporate 
headquarters are fleeing from  the city's op­
pressive tax burden, on real estate, workers' 
income and business profits. They just can't 
afford it anymore.

If the City had prepared "financial impact 
statements on programs they had entered into, 
they would have forseen the ram ifications.

They would have realized they couldn't afford  
all they were trying to accomplish, and there is a 
breaking point, when reached, collapses the 
whole system.

All forms of government from  federal right 
down to school boards have a tendency to spend 
now and w orry about paying for it another tim e. 
They have operated on borrowed money.

The city has run out of ways to pay it back, it is 
facing bankruptcy. The future does not look 
much brighter for any government operation 
which is run under these conditions.

The financial dilem m a government faces 
today could have been avoided if financial im ­
pact statements had been prepared.

These statements look at the amount the 
government is taxing, the effect it w ill have on 
the economy and the taxpayers ab ility  to 
withstand this pressure.

We prepare environm ental im pact statements 
showing how particu lar projects will affect 
,our hum an well being. We must also prepare 
financial im pact statements on how a project

w ill effect our economic well being.
Before private businesses make any m ajor 

change in operation or purchase m ajor service 
or equipment, they look carefully at the financial 
ramificajfjons of this move.

Before the plan is adopted, they budget 
carefully how it w ill affect their profits and how 
they are going to be able to pay for it. If they do 
not, they are out of business. It just makes good 
business sense.

Isn't it tim e the government started using good 
business sense. At least they should look at how

they are going to finance a project. Just to raise 
the tax or add a new one is not enough as we have 
seen in New York City.

You reach the point where taxpayers abandon 
government and those who rem ain are left 
holding the bag.

New York City's condition should be the im ­
petus needed for every branch of government to 
put legislation on the books requiring a financial 
impact statement before any spending project 
can be started. This is good common sense. And 
why not?

P arks  A r& F o r R e c re a tio n
In Suffolk County, we spend millions of our 

dollars acquiring parks. In addition we budget a 
good portion of our local and county taxes for 
their upkeep and maintenance.

This is suppose to provide us with an op­
portunity to enjoy the good life. To give us a 
place we can let our hair down and enjoy the 
wide open spaces.

Where woodland exist the firs t thing we do is 
bring in bulldozers and cut roads and trails. We 
then put up fences to keep people out.

Next comes signs telling us when we can use 
these facilities. This is quickly followed by 
elaborate rules and regulations on all the things 
we cannot do. We staff our parks with arm ed  
guards complete with uniforms.

In the end, we have done everything to 
elim inate these facilities from  being relaxed and 
comfortable places to enjoy. M aybe it is a sign of 
our times, but we wonder if it is all necessary.

We are told the roads have to be cut so the 
officials can adequately control the grounds. The 
rules are there to protect the users and the 
guards are there to enforce these rules to protect 
the users from  themselves.

There are people who will abuse the property; 
they w ill make a mess and leave it. Occasionally 
someone w ill be unruly. This happens whether 
there are rules or not and will even happen in 
front of guards.

Almost everybody else w ill use and not abuse 
the facilities with or without guards. Of 
course, there has to be some general rules.

How about some like these:
•T h is  is your park, it is here for you to enjoy.
•Y ou  w ill clean up after yourself and you will 

not damage or ruin your property.
•P lease try  to be considerate of your fellow

users, this is also their park and they have rights 
too.

Just about every other rule and regulation that 
is needed is covered by laws on the books con­
cerning gatherings of people in public places. 
What isn't, is covered by common sense and 
decency.

Let's think about taking the bureaucracy and 
restrictions out of our parks and replacing them  
with freedom and relaxation. A fter a ll, our pafks 
are for people to enjoy, aren 't they? And why 
not?

[-Suffolk Lifeh
1____________N EW SPAPERS__________ J

Offices and Plant Located on Montauk Highway, Westhampton 288-3900, 924-4466
Mailing address: Box 262, W esthampton, N. Y. 11977 or Box 167, Riverhead, N. Y. 11901 

Total circulation audited and verified to  be in excess of

166,000 
Weekly

Published weekly, except first and last weeks of year, in 13 market area editions.
North Fork Mastic/Moriches Coram/Middle Island
South Fork Patchogue Selden/Centereach
Riverhead M edford/Holbrook 3 Village/Port Jefferson
Hampton West Sayville Rocky Point

Ronkonkoma

Suffolk County Life Is
An Official Newspaper of: Town of Islip, Town of Riverhead.

David J. Willmott - Editor and Publisher

John McKay -  General Manager Norman Hirsch -  Director of Sales
Maxine Holmes -  Production Director Sal DeFontes -  Sales Manager 
Darlene Albin - Advertising Art Director Rick Brand -- News Editor 
Bill Johnson -  Circulation Manager M. Victoria Randolph -  News Manager
Subscription Rate:
In Suffolk C o u n ty ............................................................................................................$5.00 per year
Outside Suffolk C o u n ty .................................................................................................. $7.00 per year
Newsstand single copy sa le s ...........................................................................................  25tf per issue

General In fo rm atio n

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - We encourage our readers to express their views regardless 
of opinion through the Letters to the Editor Column. All letters must be signed with 
author’s signature and address. We will withold names on request and assign a nom de plume. 
NEWS AND PHOTOGRAPHS - Readers are welcome to submit ideas of interest and photo­
graphs for consideration of publication. All news and photographs become the property of 
Suffolk Life upon submittal and cannot be returned for any reason.
ERRORS - Responsibility for errors in advertisements is limited to the value of the space

P
A

G
E

 3
 E

G
 

S
A

Y
 Y

O
U

 S
A

W
 IT

 IN
 S

U
F

F
O

L
K

 L
IF

E
 N

E
W

S
P

A
P

E
R

S
 

T
h

e
 w

eek o
f Ju

n
e 8

, 1
9

7
5



willinotts ami wliy-nots
David J. W illmott, Editor

S u ffo lk  C o u n ty  Is Too Big

Suffolk County is too big to be a good 
county. It would make a better state or 
even more desirably several individual 
counties. Suffolk is comprised of ten 
towns. Some of our towns are bigger 
than the majority of the counties in the 
state. Some even have more population 
than whole states. The gross national 
product produced here and its ac­
companying taxes out-strip many full- 
fledged states. The government 
structure is large and unwieldy. It is 
directionless and even hardened 
politicians ask "who is running Suffolk 
County?"

Because of its size and complexities, 
the government of Suffolk is 
unresponsive to its people. No matter 

^vhat it does for one section of the county, 
.f does it at the expense of others. The 
county is incapable of meeting the needs 
of all the people because their needs are 
too varied.

This became painfully obvious at the 
county capital budget hearing. 
Legislators from the west end wanted a 
massive swimming pool complex and 
equestrian center built. An east end 
legislator wanted a model farm for his 
district.

Not getting into the merits or finances 
of these proposals, let's just look at the 
logistics.

O  Who in their right mind is going to ride 
rrom Shelter Island or Huntington to 
Babylon to go for a quick swim in a pool. 
There would be few occasions for 
somebody to truck their horse or even 
ride it from their home in Huntington or 
Greenport to an equestrian center in 
Bohemia.

Yet, every taxpayer in the county 
would have to pay for the construction 
and operation of these facilities.

Smaller units of government would be 
more responsive to the people. The 
politicians could read their constituents 
and might be able to produce projects, 
that the people really want and are 
willing to finance.

There has been a strong movement to 
split the county, it was an east end 
movement. The reason-east enders 
want independence. There is a night- 
and-day difference between the 
sociological and economical needs and 
beliefs of west enders and east enders. 
Their priorities are totally different, 
they're needs and desires are not 
compatible.

In fact, there is even a definite division 
in the desires of the people in Islip from 
those of Smithtown - neighboring towns.

The same can be said for almost all of 
the five west end towns. The five east 
end towns have enough in common to 
form a compatible single county.

Would cost prohibit the splitting of 
Suffolk into a number of smaller 
counties? We doubt it.

Some years ago the county legislature 
ordered a report on the financial im­
plication of severing the east end from 
the west. It was these politicians' hope to 
prove once and for all it would be 
financially impossible for the split to 
take place.

When the report was finished, it in­
dicated that it was not only financially 
feasible, but practical. East end taxes 
would have been reduced by seven per 
cent by operating as an independent 
county. There would not have been a 
noticeable change in the tax rate for the 
west end towns. The politicians who had 
hoped to kill this movement, then 
claimed "the report was meaningless."

The smaller the branch of govern­
ment', the more economically it is able to 
operate. This is a proven fact.

A good example, according to Dode 
Hulse, Supervisor of Southampton, is his 
own highway department. Southampton 
has more roads to maintain than are 
under the county's jurisdiction. They do 
a good job and perform this task for less 
than 25 per cent of the county's cost^

Where independent small counties 
could not finance a project alone, they 
could enter into a common use district 
and finance the cost jointly as Islip, 
Babylon and Huntington have done in 
their sanitary land fill.

Why then, is this proposition not being 
seriously considered? As most govern­
ment problems, the answer can be found 
in selfish politics.

The division of Suffolk has been 
stopped by Republican politicians 
looking out for their own.

Although he has given lip service to 
the proposal, Perry Duryea, Assembly 
Minority leader, has never been warm to 
this idea. While he dutifully entered a 
bill calling for the creation of Peconic 
County every year, he has never put the 
prestige or the power of his office behind 
this movement.

There are those who have charged that 
he has sabotaged it because he needs a 
united Suffolk as a power base if he is 
ever to reach his goal of governor.

Brookhaven is big enough and rich 
enough to be a great county on its own. 
Dick Zeidler stands in its way.

If Brookhaven became a county it

would necessitate the area being broken 
into smaller towns, each town serving 
local communities.

This wouldjje better for the people, but 
it would be bad for Zeidler. Zeidler 
would lose what he had left of his power 
base, and not have everything under his 
fingertips.

As you go further west, you see more 
of the same selfish politics. The 
politicians survive on the basis of the 
towns being big. Within the towns they 
have enough votes and muscle to sway 
the outcome of their favorite projects in 
the county government.

No one seems to care if these projects 
are for the good of the people and, as 
more capital improvement projects are 
proposed and passed it will become 
more and more difficult to split up the 
county into individual counties.

John Klein's farm land preservation 
bill might sound a death knell to this 
whole concept. It would place in debt the 
people of the east end to such a point 
they would never financially survive a 
split.

This makes it imperative for thinking 
people to investigate and insist upon all 
the facts being brought out concerning 
the feasibility of splitting the county.

This is no longer an east end issue but 
one that affects the lives of each resident 
of Suffolk.

It's a people vs. the politicians issue. 
So far by keeping you in the dark they 
have been winning and you are paying 
for it through increased taxes and 
slipshod services.

This will continue until you demand 
some answers, do it now, it will benefit 
you and your children. And why not?
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willmotts and wliy-nots
David J. Willmott, Editor

S ch w en k 's  R e s ig n a tio n  Is E veryb o d y 's  Loss
" B u z z "  S c h w e n k ,  R e p u b l ic a n  c h a i r m a n ,  

a n n o u n c e d  he  w i l l  r e t i r e  a t  th e  e n d  o f h is  te r m  in  

S e p te m b e r  o r  a t  a n y  t im e  b e fo re  i f  a q u a l i f ie d  

re p la c e m e n t  is  fo u n d .

T h e  s im p le  re a s o n  g iv e n  b y  S c h w e n k  is  m o n e y . 

B e fo re  b e c o m in g  R e p u b lic a n  le a d e r ,  he  w a s  

v ic e -p re s id e n t  o f  a la rg e  b a n k , a n  o w n e r  o f 

s e v e ra l c o n v e n ie n c e  fo o d  s to re s  a n d  a d a i r y  

f a r m e r  m i lk  p ro c e s s e r .

In  p r iv a te  l i f e  b y  u s in g  h is  ta le n ts ,  in v e s t in g  

w is e ly ,  he  e n jo y e d  a s u b s ta n t ia l in c o m e .
T h e  c h a ir m a n s h ip  o f th e  S u ffo lk  R e p u b lic a n  

P a r ty ,  a lth o u g h  a f u l l  t im e  jo b , is  n o t s a la r ie d .  

S c h w e n k  h a s  p e r s o n a l ly  s u f fe re d  a loss o f in ­

c o m e  he  f o r m e r ly  e n jo y e d  a s  a p r iv a te  en- 
t re p e n e u r  a n d  th e re  h a s  been  n o th in g  to  re p la c e  

it .

A n  a t te m p t  w a s  m a d e  to  f i l l  th is  *gap a p ­

p o in t in g  h im  c h a ir m a n  o f  th e  N e w  Y o r k  S ta te  

S p o r ts  A u th o r i t y .  T h e  a u th o r i t y ,  a p a tro n a g e  

p lu m ,  p a id  i ts  c h a ir m a n  $25,000 p e r  y e a r .  W ith  

C a re y  in  A lb a n y ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  is  p re d ic te d  to  be 

p h a s e d  o u t  b y  th e  y e a r 's  e n d , a n d  S chW enk  w i l l  
be  b a c k  to  z e ro .

W i th  t h e  e c o n o m ic  r e a l i t i e s  a n d  f a m i l y  

ig a t io n s  fa c in g  h im ,  S c h w e n k  m a d e  th e  

d e c is io n  to  re s ig n .  T h e  b ig  lo s e r  is  th e  

R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty .  B u t e v e r y  re s id e n t  in  S u f fo lk  

C o u n ty  w i l l  a ls o  lose .
S c h w e n k  h a s  b ro u g h t  a b o u t m a n y  c h a n g e s . He 

h a s  w e e d e d  o u t  s o m e  o f th e  c o r r u p t io n  w h ic h  

p e rm e a te d  th e  R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty  b e fo re  he  to o k  

o v e r .  H e e n d e d  th e  f ie ld  d a y  u n s c ru p u lo u s  in ­

d iv id u a ls  h a d  e n jo y e d  in  th e  p a s t.

H e h as  n o t t o t a l ly  s u c c e e d e d , b u t  S c h w e n k 's  

re p u ta t io n  f o r  h a rd -n o s e d  h o n e s ty  h as  ca u se d  

m a n y  f r e e  s w in g e rs  to  a b a n d o n  S u ffo lk  C o u n ty  

fo r  g re e n e r  p a s tu re s .

O f g r e a te r  s ig n i f ig a n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  th a t  S ch ­

w e n k  h as  m a d e  th e  G O P  re s p o n s iv e  to  r a n k  a n d  

f i le  R e p u b lic a n s .
H e h as  c u t  th ro u g h  th e  a r ro g a n c e  o f th e  w e s t 

e n d  p o w e r  b ro k e rs  a n d  c re a te d  a t r u c e ,  w h e re b y  

f r e e  th in k in g  in d e p e n d e n t R e p u b lic a n s  c o u ld  

s u r v iv e  on  t h e i r  a b i l i t y .

M o s t  re s id e n ts  do  no re a liz e  th e  p o w e r  a n d  

te m p ta t io n s  fa c in g  a p o l i t ic a l  le a d e r  o f a m a jo r  
p a r ty  in  S u f fo lk  C o u n ty . T h e y  h a v e  p o w e r  to  

s t r o n g ly  in f lu e n c e  m o s t d e c is io n s  w i t h in  th e  

c o u n ty .

T h is  p o w e r  is  n o t  l im i te d  to  ju s t  c o u n ty  a f f a i r s ,  

b u t  a ls o  f in d s  i ts  w a y  in to  e a c h  to w n .

I t  is  n o t i l le g a l fo r  a p o l i t ic a l  le a d e r  to  a c c e p t 

w h a t  a m o u n ts  to  a b r ib e ,  a c o n s u lta n t  fe e  o r  a 

g i f t ,  c a l l  i t  w h a t  yo u  m a y ,  f o r  u s in g  h is  in f lu e n c e  

to  o b ta in  fa v o rs .  A  c h a n g e  o f z o n in g  on a m a jo r  

d e v e lo p m e n t c a n  be w o r th  a m i l l io n  d o l la r s .

I t  is  e a s y  to  see h o w  a p o l i t ic a l  le a d e r  c o u ld  be 

te m p te d  to  b e c o m e  v e r y  r ic h .  T h e  o n ly  th in g  

s to p p in g  h im  is  h is  o w n  p e rs o n a l in te g r i t y ,  e th ic s  

a n d  h is  co d e  o f h o n o r. A s  w e  h a v e  seen , h e re  in  

S u f fo lk ,  s o m e  p o l i t ic ia n s  d o n 't  h a v e  a n y .  S ch ­

w e n k  w a s  one  w h o  d id  a n d  e v e ry b o d y  to o k  i t  f o r  

g ra n te d .  •

N o w  S c h w e n k  h a s  h a n d e d  in  h is  re s ig n a t io n .  He 

w i l l  go  b a c k  to  th e  o u ts id e  p r iv a te  w o r ld  a n d  use 

h is  ta le n ts  to  a g a in  e n jo y  a l iv in g  he  n eeds  fo r  h is  

f a m i ly .

I t 's  a d a m n  s h a m e  b o th  th e  R e p u b lic a n  a n d  

D e m o c ra t ic  P a r t ie s  do  n o t p a y  t h e ir  c h a ir m a n  

s u b s ta n t ia l s a la r ie s  to  ru n  t h e ir  o rg a n iz a t io n s .
T h e y  a re  c o u r t in g  a n d  a s k in g  f o r  c o r r u p t  

le a d e rs h ip .  L u c k i ly  th e  c h a ir m e n  o f b o th  m a jo r  

p a r t i e s  S c h w e n k  a n d  B a r a n e l lo  h a v e  b e e n  

h o n e s t. W e  w o n d e r  i f  w e  s h a ll be  so lu c k y  in  th e  

f u t u r e .  W i th  t o d a y 's  c h a n g in g  m o r a ls  a n d  

v a lu e s ,  w e  d o u b t i t .

W ith o u t  c o m p e n s a t io n  f r o m  a p a r ty ,  th e  

te m p ta t io n  is  ju s t  to o  g re a t .

T h e  p o l i t ic a l  p a r t y  m u s t  p a y  t h e i r  c h a ir m a n  

fo r  th e  f u l l - t im e  b a c k  b re a k in g  jo b  th e y  do , 

ru n n in g  a p o l i t ic a l  p a r ty  in  a c o u n ty  l ik e  S u f fo lk .  

I t  r e q u ir e s  h id e . o f  ir o n ,  e n o rm o u s  s t re n g th ,  

p e rs o n a l d e d ic a t io n ,  g r e a t  in te l l ig e n c e .

W ith  p o w e r  in  h is  h a n d s , to  m a k e  d e c is io n s  

a f fe c t in g  e v e r y  re s id e n t  l iv in g  h e re  n o w  a n d  in  
th e  fu tu r e ,  th e  p a r ty  le a d e r  s a la r y  m u s t  be  p a id  

b y  th e  ra n k  a n d  f i  le  in s te a d  o f a fe w  f a t  c a ts . '

E v e r y  re g is te re d  R e p u b lic a n  a n d  D e m o c ra t ic  

c o u ld  b u y  a p ie c e  o f c o r ru p t io n - f r e e  d e m o c ra c y  

i f  th e y  w o u ld  p e r s o n a l ly  se n d  th e ir  p a r ty  a to k e n  

o f o ne  d o l la r  a n n u a lly .  T h is  to k e n  w h e n  a d d e d  up  
w o u ld  a m o u n t  to  a s a la r y  c o m m e n s u ra te  w ith  

p e o p le  o f s im i la r  ta le n ts  in  th e  p r iv a te  s e c to r .

I t  w o u ld  g iv e  o u r  le a d e rs  a b a s is  f o r  f o r m in g  a 

d e c is io n  on  w h a t  is  g oo d  fo r  a l l  th e  p e o p le  in  th e  

p a r ty ,  in s te a d  o f fo r  a fe w  in d iv id u a ls .  T h e  

g o v e rn m e n t  b e lo n g s  to  a l l  th e  p e o p le , i t  s h o u ld  

n o t be th e  p r iv a te  p re s e rv e  o f a fe w .
W e s h o u ld  be  w i l l in g  to  s u p p o r t  o u r  le a d e rs h ip  

w ith  o u r  to k e n  d o l la r .  T h is  w i l l  in s u re  th e  

le a d e rs h ip  a t  th e  to p  w i l l  be re s p o n s iv e  to  o u r  

n eeds  a n d  d e s ire s .

I f  y o u  a re  p ro u d  to  be  a R e p u b lic a n  o r  a 

D e m o c ra t  send  o f f  y o u r  to k e n  d o l la r  to  th e  

c h a ir m a n  o f y o u r  p o l i t ic a l  p a r ty .

D o n 't  w a i t  t i l l  a c o r r u p ta b le  p e rs o n  is  in  th a t  

le a d e rs h ip  p o s it io n  a n d  b r in g s  y o u r  p a r ty  d o w n  

to  s h a m e . W ith o u t  a s a la r y  i t  w i l l  h a p p e n . A n d  

w h y  n o t?
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The M a r k e t  V a lu e  O r  M y s tic a l F o rm u la
I s l ip  w a s  o rd e re d  b y  th e  s ta te 's  h ig h e s t  c o u r t  

r e c e n t ly  to  use  th e  re a l m a r k e t  v a lu e  o f re a l 

e s ta te  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f a s s e s s m e n ts .
U n d e r  th e  p re s e n t s y s te m  th e  to w n  uses an  

..a s s e s s e d  v a lu a t io n ,  a p p ly in g  a f o r m u la  w h ic h  

iu* lt*s u lts  in  th e  v a lu e  o f th e  hou se , a c tu a l ly  a 

f r a c t io n  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  m a r k e t  v a lu e .

I t  is  h a rd  f o r  th e  a v e ra g e  p e rs o n  to  u n ­

d e rs ta n d .  I t  c o n fu s e s  th e m  w h e n  th e y  a re  t r y in g  

to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th e y  a re  p a y in g  t h e ir  f a i r  

s h a re  o f ta x e s  o r  a re  p a y in g  to o  m u c h  in  

r e la t io n s h ip  to  t h e i r  n e ig h b o rs .  I t  is  on  th is  

a sse sse d  v a lu e  t h a t  y o u  p a y  ta x e s  to  th e  to w n , 

th e  c o u n ty ,  s c h o o l, l i b r a r y  a n d  f i r e  d is t r ic t s .  T h e  

a p p e a ls  c o u r t  a g re e d  i t  w a s  u n fa i r  a n d  o rd e re d  

a n  e n d  to  th e  s l id e  r u le  m a th e m a t ic s  n e e d e d  to  

d e te r m in e  p r o p e r ty  ta x e s .

U p  to  n o w , th e  b e n e f ic ia r ie s  o f th is  c o m ­

p l ic a te d  s y s te m  a re  th e  o ld e r  h o m e s  in  th e  

c o m m u n ity .  T h e  n e w e r  h o m e s  p a y  f a r  m o re  th a n  

t h e i r  s h a re  to  m a k e  u p  f o r  th e  b re a k s  re c e iv e d  b y  

o ld e r  p ro p e r t ie s .

S p e c u la to rs ,  w h o  h o ld  u n d e v e lo p e d  la n d , a ls o  

g a in ,  p a y in g  ta x e s  on  th is  la n d  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  

p r ic e  t h a t  th e y  p a id  y e a rs  a g o  f o r  i t .  T h is  la n d  is  

n o t ta x e d  a t  i ts  c u r r e n t  w o r th  a n d  w i l l  n o t be 

u n t i l  i t  is  re a s s e s s e d  o r  i t  is  s o ld .

T h e  s y s te m  e n a b le s  s p e c u la to rs  to  s i t  f o r  lo ng  

p e r io d s  o f  t im e  on  t h e i r  in v e s tm e n t  to  o n ly  s e ll 

o f f  re a l e s ta te  t h a t  th e y  ch o o se . B y  k e e p in g  th e  
re a l e s ta te  o f f  th e  m a r k e t  p r ic e s  a re  k e p t  a r -  

t i f i c a l l y  in f la te d ,  a n d  i f  is  th is  u n fa i r  ta x  s y s te m  
t h a t  s u b s id iz e s  th e  s p e c u la to rs  in v e s tm e n t .

I f  th e  p u rp o s e  o f th e  re a l p r o p e r ty  ta x  la w  is  to  

r a is e  th e  m o n e y  n e e d e d  to  s u s ta in  o u r  lo c a l 

g o v e rn m e n ts  a n d  s c h o o ls  f a i r l y  a n d  e q u ita b ly ,  

re a l e s ta te  m u s t  be  assesse d  on  its  re a l f a i r  

m a r k e t  v a lu e .
T h e  m o m e n t  y o u  s t a r t  a p p ly in g  a fa ls e  

a s s e s s m e n t a n d  yo u  c o m p lic a te  i t  f u r t h e r  b y

e la b o r a t e  f o r m u la s  w h ic h  e n d  u p  s e t t in g  

u n r e a l is t ic  v a lu e s  fo r  ta x  p u rp o s e s  y o u  c o n fu s e  

th e  issu e s .
S om e  o w n e rs  e n d  u p  w ith  ta x  b re a k s  o th e rs  

end  up  p a y in g  m o re  th a n  th e y  s h o u ld . T h e  
s y s te m  c re a te s  fa v o r i t i s m  a n d  is  r ip e  fo r  

p o l i t ic a l  c o n s id e ra t io n s .
T h e  c o n fu s io n  th a t  re s u lts  p la c e s  th e  a v e ra g e  

h o m e  o w n e r  in  a p o s it io n  o f n o t b e in g  a b le  to  

k n o w  w h e th e r  he is  b e in g  o v e r  c h a rg e d . I t  p la c e s  

e v e ry b o d y  in  p la y la n d  a n d  th e  e n d  r e s u lt  is 

h ig h e r  re a l e s ta te  ta x e s .

T h e  C o u r t  o f A p p e a ls  sh o w e d  w is d o m  in  its  

d e c is io n . E v e n  th o u g h  th e  s u it  w a s  b ro u g h t  

a g a in s t  Is l ip  i t  w i l l  n o t a f fe c t  ju s t  th is  to w n .

T h e  c o u r t  o rd e re d  a l l  p r o p e r ty  in  N e w  Y o rk  

S ta te  to  be  ta x e d  on its  re a l m a r k e t  v a lu e  i t  d id  

n o t th o u g h  se t a t im e  l im i t  f o r  c o m p lia n c e .  T h e re  

is  a lr e a d y  a m o v e  a fo o t  to  h a v e  th e  s ta te  

le g is la tu re  e n a c t a n e w  la w  to  m a k e  th e  o ld  

s y s te m  w h ic h  is  u n fa i r  to  m a n y  th a t  th e  c o u r t  

h as  fo u n d  u n fa i r  le g a l.

T h e  b a c k e r s  a r e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  

p re s e rv in g  th e  s ta tu s  q u o  th ro u g h  w h ic h  th e y  a re  
a b le  to  ta x  s o m e  u n f a i r ly  th e n  p ro d u c in g  a 

s y s te m  w h ic h  g iv e s  e v e ry b o d y  th e  s a m e  b re a k .

T h e y  w i l l  a t te m p t  to  r a l l y  p e o p le  w ith  o ld e r  

h o m e s , th e y  w i l l  te l l  th e m  th a t  th 'ey  a re  g o in g  to  

h a v e  to  p a y  h ig h e r  ta x e s  i f  th is  n e w  s y s te m  is  

im p o s e d .
W h a t th e y  a re  r e a l ly  s a y in g  is  o w n e rs  o f o ld e r  

re s id e n ts  w i l l  be re q u ir e d  to  p a y  th e ir  f a i r  s h a re  

as  e v e ry b o d y  s h o u ld .
T h is  m o v e  w i l l  pass  u n le s s  th e  v o te rs  c o m ­

m u n ic a te  w ith  th e  le g is la tu re  a n d  le t  th e m  k n o w  

th a t  th e y  w a n t  a f a i r  a n d  e q u ita b le  s y s te m , th e y  

w a n t  th e  m a n d a te  o f th e  c o u r t  fo l lo w e d .

I t  Is u p  to  yo u  to  d e c id e  w h ic h  s id e  o f th is  issu e  

y o u  w i l l  be  on. L e t y o u r  le g is la to r  k n o w  y o u r  

fe e lm p s . A n d  w h y  n o t?
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willinotts and wliy-nots
m David J. Willmott, Editor

Corey Is D o in g  W h a t H e  W as E lec ted  To Do
We have deliberately w itheld w riting

about Governor Carey to give him tim e to set a 
positive direction tor his adm inistration. He 
appears to be one of the few politicians who has 
gotten the word from  the voters.

A fter fifteen years of reckless fiscal spending 
that has all but collapsed the financial fiber of 
New York State, Carey has showed he is not 
willing to spend beyond the state's means.

He said in his inauguration address he would 
not allow any m ore reckless spending. He was 

ig to cut back where necessary. A t a 
limum he was going to hold the line on 

spending and taxes.
Few politicians in New York State believed 

him . Now six months later, it has begun to dawn 
on those who took part in the spending spree that 
he m eant w hat he said.

The Democrats from  the city have been 
breaking down his door. Instead of handouts 
they have gotten a friend ly reception and strong 
warning to go back home and straighten out their 
own affa irs.

He instigated and was instrumental in setting 
up the mechanics for big MAC. Through this 
apparatus, the city was able to convert its short 
term  obligations to long term  debt. It avoided 
im m ediate bankruptcy for the city.

To m ake it work, the city must reduce the size 
of city government and live within its means to 
pay for it.

It provided nothing more than state support for 
these long term  city loans. It mandated the city  
government utilize fiscal prudence to solve its 
problems, something it has lacked for years.

The school districts for Long Island have 
constantly given in to employee demands for 
higher and higher pay and benefits. The districts  
then looked to the state for increased state aid to 
bail them out.

This year they w ill receive no more than they 
did last, and are faced w ith the rea lity  that they 
w ill have to live within their means, or raise real 
estate taxes to an astronomical proportion.

They have fin a lly  reached a point where they 
are also going to have to say "no", or they'll 
never have a school budget passed again.

In less critical areas such as parks, eastern 
Long Island has fe lt the brunt of Carey's  
austerity . We suspect a certain amount of 
politics w ere played in the firs t assembly 
district. At H ither Hills in Montauk, Duryea's  
home town, this park was reported to be the 
hardest hit in the state.

Carey has ordered a cutback of fu ll-tim e  
employees to have them  replaced by part- 
tim ers as an economy move. We sympathize  
w ith the workers who have been affected, par­
ticu larly  any of those whose jobs w ere lost 
because of politics.

It isn't only the city , schools and parks that 
have fe lt the sharp point of Carey's austerity, but 
every branch of government. This is the only 
w ay the taxes can be held in line or reduced.

Carey's intention is to bring the state govern­
ment down to a m anageable level, to provide 
only services that the people want and are  
w illing to pay for. This is what people have been 
saying for years.

Now the opposition, which has fed so long on 
the sky-rocketing bureaucracy, is calling foul 
play. They claim  there is no need for these 
cutbacks, the budget has plenty of money to 
support program s. Carey says there isn't.

He says, " I f  you w ant to increase programs, or 
do not want the cutbacks, you are going to have

to increase people's taxes." The governor has 
told the boys in the legislature: "You can't have 
it both w ays."

Although special interest groups have been 
circulating petitions calling for increased school 
aid, aid to New York City, aid for the parks, what 
the petitioners do not tell signers is that they are  
asking for higher taxes.

Think about it before you sign one of these 
petitions. Do you want your taxes raised? Or do 
you want state government to hold the line and to

cut back where it counts.
This is the firs t real opportunity in 15 years 

where a government official has said to the 
people, "there is no Santa Claus, you have to pay 
for everything you w ant."

Take your choice-more government services, 
more taxes, and less for you to take home to 
spend; or less government services, and the 
same or lower taxes.

It's good to see honesty in government for a 
change. And why not?

A n d  H e  S a id  G as Prices W ill  Rise
Hang on to your wallets, you contemptable 

consumers.
You have driven your cars, and gone back to 

buying gas, maybe as much as a gallon a week 
more than last year.

You, yes, you are causing a run on gasoline.
To protect the world from  your lustful greed, 

the leader has added a penny a gallon tax to your 
cost. M ystically  the price on the pump has 
jumped five cents.

You in your wanton decadence, going to work, 
shopping and pleasure driving are committing  
the unforgiveable sin of using your $5,000 in­
vestment . Even this early  in the tourist season 
(when most gas is consumed) spot shortages 
are turning up here in eastern Long Island.

By August you w ill be paying another five to 10 
cents per gallon. Then there will be shortages, 
and later stations totally out of gas. Long, hot 
lines will m ateria lize  in front of your not-so- 
friendly gas m erchant. /

This is the plan which has been designed to 
beat you into gleeful submission of these higher 
prices to come.

Committees w ill be formed to investigate the 
situation. The leader m ight even call for prim e  
tim e to tell you how rotten you have been. You 
w ill be forced into conservation measures.

The president w ill then impose an even higher 
tax for your good. The opposition party w ill say 
"they have a better idea. They w ill keep costs 
high, and in addition impose rationing that will 
create a black m arket on gas.

Its a re-run folks, just like the last tim e. The 
big jocks in the oil companies got a taste of those 
super big profits and want more.

There is no shortage of raw  oil, oil production 
world-wide has been slowed down because the 
demand is not there. There is no shortage of 
refineries, some refineries have been closed 
down altogether. Others are producing a t a 
much shortened level.

There is no shortage of tankers. Over one-half 
the tankers worldwide are lying at dock sides. 
There is no shortage of m arketing facilities.

There is not even a shortage of normal profits 
in the oil industry. Just read the financial pages, 
read the W all Street Journal and you w ill see that 
the oil companies are enjoying excellent profit 
pictures. Not the kind of excess that they en -‘ 
joyed a year ago, but darn good returns from  
their investments.

W hat there is, is greed and a governement that 
is working for the oil companies, and the con­
sumers who are locked into the system.

There is no w ay, the consumer can boycott oil. 
Our entire lives are dependent upon it. Our cars 
do not work without it and there is no mass 
transportation. Even our appliances do not 
work without oil-produced electricity.

We have a federal government that is not

working for the people. It is not there to protect 
them. It is paralyzed by the special interest, and 
incapable of enforcing the anti-trust laws, this 
allows oil companies to be non-competitive.

Both the Democratic and Republican parties 
are controlled by influencial officials who owe 
their hide to the big oil companies. They are  
reinforced by a massive bureaucracy below 
them , that paralyzes any efforts at reform .

Am erica can no longer be run by two m ajor 
parties. Neither of these parties any longer 
represent the average Am erican. They have 
been bought, lock, stock and barrel by special 
interest.

Independent spirit must prevail

With Independence Day close at hand, every  
Am erican should be giving thought to the 
creation of a new party that w ill represent the 
people. The spirit of independence must still 
prevail in m any Americans.

In 1975, we have a choice of being submissive 
to the establishment which is controlled by 
special interests or stating that we w ill not be 
forced to live under this kind of yoke.

This is a drastic measure, not one that would 
be popular under normal circumstances. But it 
becomes more obvious each day that govern­
ment is not serving the people, rather people are  
serving the government, which is what the 
Am erican Revolution was all about.

In this coming year of the bicentennial it would 
be wise for all Am ericans to think about the part 
they are playing in the government and the part 
the government is playing in their lives. And 
why not?
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