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Sick, Empty Feeling

It’s been a 13-year battle, consum-
ing a huge portion of my life. The
governor tells us that we have won.
Shoreham will close. Instead of feel-
ing jubilation, we feel empty.

Is it the price that Long Islanders
will be forced to pay for mistakes of
tljliLong lIsland Lighting Company
and the government? Or is it that our
cynicism has been nurtured to a
point that we don’t believe any poli-
ticians? Is the empty feeling the fact
that we know that nothing has
changed? That the management of
LILCO s still in place and still pursu-
ing a license? Is it caused by the fact
that the Reagan administration is
still anxious to license the plant? Is
it because of the reality that in 1985,
when the management of LILCO
fired up the plant for low power
testing, they contaminated the sys-
tem which makes it now a monu-
mental job to decommission it? Is it
because we fear that because of this
cost and the fact there is currently no
place to deposit the radioactive re-
mains of Shoreham, the government
will opt for mothballing the plant,
leaving it intact, ever ready to be
repowered and again pose additional
risk for my fellow Long Islanders?

If, as Cuomo says, Shoreham is
dead as a result of his agreement
with LILCO, that news is sweet. But
there is much in that agreement that
is uncertain, and much that is bitter.

LILCO will continue to push for a
license. On June 6, the company will
conduct a mock test of an absurd
evacuation plan that will not work,
will not protect the public, is nothing
more than a game played on paper.

While under the governor’s ul-.

timatum to finalize the deal, LILCO
was holding meetings with bus driv-
ers as part of their ongoing evacu-
ation scam.

The governor was not able to get
an agreement that LILCO would im-
mediately end its effort to license the
plant. LILCO simply agreed not to go
above the 5percent level of operation
if the NRC changed all the rules and
pushed the license through. And
there will be no immediate decom-
missioning of the plant. It will sit
there for years because there is no
place to put the nuclear waste from
a decommissioning process. What is
to prevent the federal government-
-staunch nuclear energy proponent
that it is-to confiscate the plant in
the name of national defense, na-
tional energy policy, or whatever?
After years of criticizing LILCO, its
officers, the federal government and
the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, Cuomo has developed the
ability to trust them, that they will
not conspire to accomplish what they
wanted all along, the licensing of
Shoreham. We don’t trust them. As
long as that plant is there, intact, it
will be a threat hanging over our
heads.

From where we sit, Shoreham is
-not dead, it is alive and well. In fact,

in better shape than it has ever been.
The financial aspects of the Cuomo
deal are appalling. The $5 billion
plant was reduced in value through
imprudency to $2.9 billion. The
ratepayers, through increases given
to LILCO by the Public Service Com-
mission, have already contributed
over $2 billion towards the construc-
tion. That only leaves $900 million
that has not been paid. Yet, the
governor has agreed to allow the full
cost of the plant to be put on the
ratepayers back without giving them
credit for the payments that they
have already made. And the gov-
ernor has agreed to let LILCOearn a
13 percent profit on its investments
in Shoreham.

We know the effects the increase
in rates will have on the people of
Long Island. One only has to go back
and look at the data about potential
rate increases that was gathered
during the Cuomo Commission hear-
ings. The effect on real estate was
devastating. Middle income people,
the work force of Long Island, forced
to move. Those locked in to staying
here will face tremendous financial
burdens, not only in meeting the
escalating electric bills for their own
homes, but for school districts and
all levels of government which will
need to increase taxes to pay soaring
energy costs.

The governor’s deal fixes rate in-
creases for three years only. He
talks about a “target” of 5 percent
increases in the following years, but
there are no guarantees. Future rate
increases would depend upon the
mood of the state’s Public Service
Commission, which for years has
given LILCO “financial stability ad-
justments,” “fuel adjustments,”
and a host of other giveaways to keep
LILCO financially alive, all at the
ratepayers’ expense. Cuomo could
have prevented that from happening,
but he didn’t. He ignored pleas from
the people to change the giveaway
members of the PSC, but dragged his
feet for years at the cost of millions
of dollars to the ratepayers. What
written guarantees does he have
from the PSC that the ratepayer be
damned, help the utility at all costs
mentality won’t resurface?

Mario Cuomo has utilized the fear
that has existed in the minds of the
public about Shoreham to bolster his
political image. He is dangling a
blank check in front of us, declaring
we had better sign it or Shoreham is
going to go on line. He has, he says,
killed Shoreham, singlehandedly.
He’s a miracle worker, his hired
henchmen claim.

The shame of it is that at the price
he paid with his deal, he could have
accomplished the same thing years
ago, when the price of Shoreham was
much less. What happened to the
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Mario Cuomo who, for years, stood
firm against the blackmail threats of
LILCO, warning of power shortages,
brownouts, blackouts, and the dire
consequences if Shoreham did not go
on line?

A Wall Street expert last week
called the Cuomo agreement a
“sweetheart deal” for LILCO, and it
certainly appears to be. Cuomo met
LILCO’s price, that’s what he did.
They get paid for the plant, even
make a profit, and don’t have to
worry now about a plant that was
destined to be a money loser and a
problem in the future. There’s not
much skill in being a negotiator when
you meet all of the demands put on
the table by the other side. The
financial rewards offered by Cuomo
turned out to be a deal LILCO could
not afford to turn down. Yet even
with all of this, LILCO is free to
continue pursuing a license and, once
obtained, can operate the plant.

Under Cuomo’s deal, the same
arrogant management will be in
place, the same management that
took golden parachutes to glide into
retirement while they, at the same
time, were neglecting the entire
transmission system and cutting
back the salaries of their own em-
ployees. If there was any good about
LILCO during this entire fiasco, it
was the employees who held the
company together. But it was the
management, the arrogant manage-
ment, that rewarded itself.
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Mario Cuomo is today basking in
the spotlight, bragging about his
achievement, blasting anyone who
dares question or criticize what he
has done. But, will he be here when
the rates go beyond his “target”
figures? Will he be around to protect
the public, or will he be pursuing
political ambitions elsewhere?

We have fought long and hard foi
the safety of the people. We have
covered this story in depth, covered
the demonstrations, Washington
hearings, evacuation drills. We have
talked to the people, all the people,
the pregnant women and the mothers
worried about the future of their
children. The infirm who worry
about their safety.

We have also covered LILCO rate
increase hearings and have heard the
pleas of the people there, pleading
for help from the PSC, which didn’t
listen. We have heard the voices of
the elderly, and the young, and those
in between, who could not afford to
meet the constant demands for high-
er rates.

If, as the governor says, Shoreham
will die as a result of his deal, he has
acted to help those who feared for
their safety, giving LILCO a bright
financial future at the expense of
those who plead for their own
financial stability. It’s a shame the
governor does not realize that life
without Shoreham must also be a life
we can afford to live.

And why not?
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Shoreham Time Bomb

“Shoreham will be decom-
missioned and dismantled. LILCO
will sell Shoreham to L.I.LP.A. or
another state entity for $1. L.I.P.A.
would contract with the New York
State Power Authority to decom-
mission the plant, THE COST
BEING BORNE BY LILCO.” Ex-
1$jht from Governor Cuomo’s state-
ment on Shoreham settlement.

What does the last sentence,
“...the cost being borne by LILCO”
mean to you? To us it means LILCO,
the corporation which deliberately
contaminated the Shoreham plant,
will bear the cost of the decom-
missioning. Guess what folks! Agov-
ernor’s spokesman now concedes
this statement is not true. It is the
LILCO ratepayers who will pay for
the decommissioning. The corpor-
ation, LILCO, will pay no penalty for
their reckless act. We, the
ratepayers here on Long Island, will
pay one hundred percent of the cost.
Richard Kessel, the governor’s chief
salesman to sell the agreement, says
the governor meant the ratepayers
when he said LILCO. He said he
clarified that in his press con-
ference. But he has not clarified his
printed statement, and the media
has continued to mislead the public
by reporting LILCO will bear the
cost.

Now for another falsehood in the
agreement that is going to cost us
billions. In the terms of the agree-
ment, LILCO has told Cuomo and
Cuomo has bought it, that the esti-
mated cost of decommissioning the
plant will be $400 million. LILCO has
based this estimate on a 1972 Atomic
Energy Commission study. This
study was not based on fact or knowl-
edge, itwas strictly a guesstimate by
this agency that was supposed to be
regulatory in nature but was so pro-
nuclear that it was disbanded by
congress.

Governor Cuomo’s own Shoreham
Commission looked into the question
of decommissioning a nuclear power
plant. Again, there are no hard facts
because there has never been an
activated plant decommissioned
here in the United States. Engineers
were asked to give testimony to the
commission with their best estimate
as to what the cost of decommission-
ing the plant would be under today’s
stricter rules and regulations. No
one would put a hard dollar figure on
the estimate, but they said they felt
the cost would be at least equal to the
cost of construction. If this holds
true, the cost of dismantling
Shoreham will exceed $5 billion, not
the $400 million that LILCO esti-
mates. It has been said that because
Shoreham operated at only 5 per-
cent, the decommissioning costs will
be less. But we have no guarantee
about that, and have seen no esti-
mate based on expertise, just a lot of
guesstigiates.

We must remember in this crazy

Shoreham scenario that it was
LILCO who told the Public Service
Commission that it could build
Shoreham for an estimated $50
million. It was only off by over $%
billion. We believe based upon our
knowledge as a member of the
Shoreham Commission, its $400
million estimate is probably just as
far off the mark as its original esti-
mate on construction. If our fears
are confirmed, electrical rates will
have to be doubled and tripled in the
years to come. The governor, in his
scenario, is projecting rate in-
creases Cf 5 percent per year over
the next ten years. But the agree-
ment calls for a three year cap only,
with 5percent projected as a “target
rate” for the following years.

Suffolk Life is between a rock and
a hard place in the current state of
affairs about Shoreham. We have
stood firm and have fought hard for
the safety of the people. We still put
safety above dollars. But the infor-
mation we keep getting, not from
official documents because as yet
there are none, but from a variety of
sources, indicates the price being
paid to keep LILCO from operating
Shoreham will make LILCO rich and
the ratepayers bankrupt. If they are
not forced off the Island by the
dangers of radiation, the ratepayers
may be forced to flee because of the
fiscal complications the governor’s
deal threatens.

We plead with the governor to open
his eyes to find out what the real cost
of this settlement will be. We believe
the governor seriously believes that
the federal government will attempt
to open the Shoreham plant this sum-
mer and that is the reason he has
thrown caution and common sense to
the wind. He has pledged to stop
Shoreham from ever opening, and to
accomplish this goal, which we
agree with, he may well have reck-
lessly endangered the financial
health of Long Island.

Has the governor totally given up
on the integrity of government and
the judicial system? Does he honest-
ly believe that the courts will con-
done the corrupt actions of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission in
changing the rules, and ignoring its
primary responsiblity--the safety of
the public? Has our federal govern-
ment become so dishonest in the
mind of the governor that he is
convinced that wrong will prevail,
rather than right?

The people have stood firm against
the arrogance of LILCO in trying to
push Shoreham down our throats.
They deserve full facts, not half
statements, or a spokesman’s clari-
fications of what the governor
meant, but didn’t say, or simply
“trustus,” the current theme song of
the governor and his men. Let the

e people know all the details so they
can have a full say in their destiny.

And why not?

Halpin On The Verge?

Suffolk County Executive Patrick
Halpin is on the verge of making one
of the most important decisions he
will be called upon to make as county
executive, a decision on the approval
or rejection of the VDT law, one of
the worst pieces of legislation ever to
come out of the Suffolk County Legis-
lature.

While we have learned long ago
never to expect a politician to utilize
common sense in the decision-mak-
ing process, there seem to be some
signs that Halpin is going to be an
exception. If, indeed, Halpin does do
the sensible thing and reject this
grandstanding proposal, he will have
shown a measure of courage that
deserves applause.

During his campaign for the coun-
ty executive’s post, Halpin did the
politically expedient thing and came
out in favor of VDT regulations. With
the unions clammoring on behalf of
the VDT legislation, proposed by the
union-connected wife of a legis-
lator’s aide, Halpin was not about to
risk losing union support.

Now he has been elected, however,
and knows a bit more about the
county’s economic state, and has had
an opportunity to assess the financial
impact of this law upon the business
community of Suffolk County.

There have been firm and clear
warnings from the business com-
munity that the implementation of
this law would have a dramatic im-
pact on the intentions of businesses
which utilize computer technology
about expanding or moving into Suf-
folk. There are serious concerns that
businesses will opt to leave Suffolk
rather than deal with a government
that imposes unrealistic restrictions
and requirements upon the business
community. Indeed, several large
firms have reportedly made it known

that they will leave the county if the
law goes into effect.

As a politician, Halpin had much to
gain by voicing support for the VDT
legislation, but as county executive
he has much to fear. With sales tax
revenues running behind, Halpin
can’t afford to do anything that is
going to damage the county’s tax
base. He has already voiced alarm
about a fiscal crisis, the need for
austerity measures, and possible tax
increases ahead. Anti-business legis-
lation will only make matters worse.

Halpin has put much of the blame
for the fiscal crisis he projects upon
previous administrations. If he goes
along with the grandstanding efforts
of county legislators to put in place
“landmark legislation” regardless
of the impact, he will have no one
else to blame but himself.

What’s encouraging to us is the
manner in which Halpin is re-
searching this matter. He has gone to
Washington to discuss VDT legis-
lation on a federal, rather than local,
level, which would spread the impact
across the entire nation. He has
visited business firms to learn
firsthand, away from the emo-
tionalism that has fertilized this
issue.

We may be wrong, but at this
writing it appears Halpin may well
have the mettle to say, “Yes, | did
voice support before | was elected.
But | have since learned there is
merit in the fears that this legis-
ilation may have a disastrous fiscal
impact on the county, and | can't
allow that to happen. | would support
legislation on a federal level, but I
cannot permit Suffolk County alone
to suffer such a financial impact.”
We certainly hope he has that kind of
courage.

And why not?
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What The People Need

Bits and pieces have been leaked
about the alleged Shoreham deal.
Most Long Islanders felt relief in-
itially when they heard that the deal
was based upon the closing of the
Shoreham nuclear power plant. The
majority of the residents of Long
Inland have placed the safety issue

'Apve the economic. To say one is
more important then the other is not
an easy choice to make.

Members of the Citizens to Re-
place LILCO gathered at its
birthplace, the offices of Suffolk
Life, last Wednesday night. Most of
the original board was present, as
were representatives from various
businesses and community groups.

We first attempted to ascertain
what the “deal’”was and was not. We
discussed what we felt should be
included for the benefit of the resi-
dents. We all expressed our opinions.
From this came a “bill of demands”
that we feel are the very minimum
that should be included in the “deal”
if Long Islanders are to be expected
to accept it.

Point 1 - As a sign of trust and
mutual faith, LILCO must agree to
immediately cease any efforts to
further obtain a license to operate
Shoreham. They should notify all
regulatory agencies that if they
come to an agreement with the State
of New York to sell the nuclear
power plant to the state, the need for
a license will not exist. To save the
LILCO ratepayers and stockholders
now and to avoid the further waste of
the governments’ taxes, they are to
suspend all activities and request
that all actions be suspended on
processing the licensing appli-
cations.

Point 2 - The agreement between
the State of New York and the Long
Island Lighting Company must
provide for the immediate dismantl-
ing and decommissioning of
Shoreham once the agreement is
formalized. Immediately upon the
state taking ownership of the plant,
procedures must take place within
the guidelines of safety to make the
plant totally and forever inoperable.
All working systems not important
to safety or the confinement of the
radiated portion of the plant must
immediately be disassembled and
removed. Under no circumstances
will the plant be allowed to be
mothballed and stand there as a
continued threat, or have the poten-
tial of being operated ever again as
anuclear power plant. Anagreement
which does not contain these specific
directions is meaningless and will
continue to perpetuate a fraud on
Long Island.

Point 3 - Rates under the settle-
ment must be equal or lower than the
rates that would have prevailed
under a L.1.P.A. takeover as specifi-
cally outlined in the Lazard Freres
financial report conducted for

L.I.LP.A. It must be specifically
understood that all financial
scenarios that are to be conducted
will be based on the same assump-
tions, and must be subject to an
independent financial analysis to
make sure that the truth prevails.

Point 4 - Again, based upon leaked
reports, it has been alleged that the
documents contain wording to the
effect that the plant will be sold to
L.I.LP.A., “or some other agency.”
The Citizens to Replace LILCO will
only accept the sale of Shoreham to
L.I.P.A. which, by law, is required to
close the plant. Any other authority
is not bound by law, written or com-
mon, and conceivably could open the
plant under their auspices.

Point 5 - All state and federal
agencies or bodies that must sign off
on this agreement must do so within
60 days of the finalization of the
documents. If an agency does not
sign off within 60 days, and their
failure to do so causes economic
losses, the agreement must state
that these losses will be borne ex-
clusively by the stockholders and
cannot revert to the ratepayers
through increased electrical rates.

Point 6 - If the management of
LILCO submits rates for approval to
the P.S.C. that exceed the projected
rate increases, then L.I.P.A. should
be empowered to take over the cor-
poration, with the management of
the new company selected through
an electoral process whereby all
ratepayers are given an equal vote.

Point 7 - Whereas LILCO has pro-
jected in its assumption presented to
the state that the cost of decom-
missioning will be $400 million, and
the state has agreed to allow these
costs to be absorbed by the'
ratepayers, the agreement should
contain wordage whereby LILCO
stockholders agree to assume any
additional costs that may be in-
curred beyond this projection.

Point 8 - The public retains the
right to pursue any and all impruden-
cy claims now pending or that may
be forthcoming against the company
for mismanagement of this project.

We believe that these propositions
set forth by the Citizens to Replace
LILCO are reasonable and modest.
They are the minimum that Long
Islanders can settle for. They will not
make this deal a great deal, particu-
larly on the economic side. If the
first two principles are agreed to at
least, then we would have an as-
surance that both sides in this agree-
ment, the state and LILCO, are oper-
ating in good faith and we would have
reasonable assurance that the plant
will be closed.

The other principles set forth are
important economic issues that only
give minimum protection to the

citizens and the ratepayers. We do
not see how the governor or the
governor’s men can accept anything
less for the people they are pledged
to serve.

Let the governor know how you
feel. If the deal flies or falters, it is
he who is at the helm. It is he who will
be the hero or the hypocrite.

And why not?

Facts Louder Than Games

In Tuesday’s make-believe world

of a Shoreham evacuation being
played out by the federal govern-
ment so that they could grant LILCO
a license to operate the Shoreham
plant, some strange things hap-
pened.

Under the proviso, LILCO was to
actually sound all sirens. LILCO
tried to activate the system. Fifty-
six sirens failed to operate. The
reality of this is that better than two-
thirds of the people who were to be
notified to evacuate had no way of
knowing there was an emergency.
That’s realism in a make-believe
drill. The scenario called for, during
the evacuation process when
thousands of cars were supposedly
clogging the highways, four acci-
dents to take place. The realism is
that during the hours that the drill
was taking place, Suffolk County
Police reported that there were 42
accidents. If you recall last Tuesday,
it was a rather slow day on Long
Island. The sun was shining and there
were no problems. Only a dingbat, a
fool, would envision only four acci-
dents happening during a normal
period.

The drill called for people within
five miles of the plant to evacuate.
Although this was supposed to be a
serious accident, according to the
intellectually dishonest people who
designed the drill, 37 percent of the
people decided not to evacuate and
stayed home. No one in the ten mile
zone, or any place else on Long
Island, bothered to evacuate at all.
The realism is when a similar type of
accident happened at Three Mile
Island, the Governor of Penn-
sylvania recommended that preg-
nant women leave the area as a
precaution. Upon hearing his an-
nouncement, 280,000 people who
were not pregnant fled the area.

The realism of this whole drill is
the fact that Long Island cannot be
evacuated without injury and death
to its residents. If the N.R.C., based
upon this make-believe drill that fail-
ed, issues a license that allows
Shoreham to open, the penalty will
be paid by Vice President George
Bush, who wants to be your presi-
dent. Long Island, in good cons-
cience, cannot vote for a man who
sold out our safety.

And why not?

It Took Courage

County Executive Patrick Halpin
vetoed the VDT Bill this past Friday.
This was an unsual act of courage
that we have rarely seen in any
elected official.

Halpin had originally supported
the concept of the VDT legislation. It
earned him union support. He ad-
mitted that it was a convenient cam-
paign thing to do, and he sincerely
thought that the legislation was a
good thing.

Upon becoming county executive,
he had the opportunity to look at the
need for and the ramifications of this
bill. His investigation into the facts
led him to the decision that this was
a bad piece of legislation. Too many
questions still had not been answered
as to the health effects VDT units
have on their operators. A lot of
allegations, but not much substantia-
tion. More important, the ramifica-
tions on the economy of Long Island
would have been devastating.

He concluded people have to have
aplace to work as well as a safe place
to work. He conceded that although
he had come to the firm conclusion
that Suffolk County was the wrong
place for this legislation if it is

needed, he had given his word that he
would support the measure. He had
to make a decision either to do what
was right and go back on his word, or
keep his promise and do what was
harmful for the people of Suffolk
County. In this case, Halpin put good
government above politics and he
and the county are better for it. We
applaud his courage.

It is ironic that the law approved in
Suffolk County last November cover-
ing county employees has not been
implemented. Two deadlines estab-
lished in that law have come and
gone, and nothing has been done. And
yet those legislators who have spon-
sored and supported the VDT legis-
lation have said not a thing. The
unions which have been bashing Hal-
pin, hopeful they could turn him
away from vetoing the bill, said nary
a thing. Why? Are they interested
only in headlines, and not really
concerned about the people, as they
claim? Shouldn’t they put their own
house in order before they threaten
the economy of the island by putting
into place a bill that makes little
sense?

And why not?
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It Took Stupidity

Last week we congratulated Coun
ty Executive Patrick Halpin for
having the courage to veto the VDT
bill. The county legislature over-
rode this veto last week. The vote to
override took no courage. It was
based on political ambition. And stu-
pidity.

Ore legislator stood out in the
crowd. Wayne Prospect looked at the
Ijj mpact this bill will have on our
~economy, changed his vote and came
out against this legislation.

We well remember when John
Foley, the bill’s author, was first
interviewed for the county legis-
lature. One of the prime points he
made was that of a father. \We must
create an economy that provides
Jobs for our kids. Not just low paying
Jobs but high tech jobs, he said. But
now that John Foley has his family
worki nﬂ in government, he obviously
forgot his roots.

Itis estimated that 15to 20 percent
of our higher paying jobs will be lost
in Suffolk County because of Foley’s
fervent desire to author landmark
legislation, no matter how bad it
would be for the county’s future.

Legislator Fred Thiele is another
classic example. Young and ag-
gressive, he turned his back on the
other young people in Suffolk County.
He voted for the bill, robbing them of
their opportunity to obtain a decent
job. He isn’t worried. He has got
another 18 months at his $35000 a
year part-time job. He obviously
hopes when he is up for re-election no
one will remember.

Now that he has voted for the
override of the VDT veto, Thiele
concedes there are many flaws inthe
bill he voted for. He now talks about
amending the bill to correct those
flaws. Why not correct a bad bill
before voting to put it into effect?
Thiele had no answer to that ques-
tion.

Then there is Gregory Blass, who
is still smarting from being beaten
by George Hockbrueckner when he
ran for congress. Hockbrueckner
had the support of the unions and
Blass, trying to make amends for the

past, went to bed on this issue with
them.

Michael D’Andre cast a decisive
vote to override the veto of County
Executive Patrick Halpin. Not even
D’Andre knows why he voted as he
did. He rambles almost incoherently
when asked his reasons, talking
about some kind of “conspiracy” and
voicing sympathy for the bill’s
author because of a family trageoE/Ié
W think one of the real reasons is
knew there would be more publicity
if he switched his vote as he did than
there would be if he held firm.

Other legislators, for their own
reasons, decided to impose this hard-
ship on the people of Suffolk County.
The crime is, If they had taken the
time to read the various reports,
both pro and con, had done indepen-
dent study, had gone into the field,
talked to businesses, talked to em+
ployees, they probably would not
have even considered this measure.

If they were truly concerned about
people, why haven’t they made sure
the county, itself, implemented the
law passed last year covering county
employees. What has been the im

act of that law? No one knows,

ecause it hasn’t been implemented
as yet. That county law could have
provided valuable facts about the
Impact of legislation they rushed to
place upon the business community.
But the legislators who pushed this
bill into being do not want to be
confused with facts. They just want
the publicity of having passed land-
mark legislation. Good or bad, push
it through and change it later. Per-
haps. A classic act of stupidity.

The bill itself is garbage. Like
many legislative initiatives, it is not
a good, clear, concise hill. It leaves
much open to interpretation and will
need to be amended in numerous
ways. The legislature will probably
have another crack at it and, hopeful-
ly, the legislators will do their home-
work and come to the conclusion that
they have made a tragic mistake,
and be smart enough to own up to it.

And why not?

Price Of Safety

Shoreham may be closed. The cost
is incredible. That’s the sum and
substance of the deal devised by
Governor Cuomo and Bill
Catacosinos. The people of Long
Island will pay dearly for the Long
Island Lighting Company’s admitted
mistake with a nuclear power plant.

Wk have already paid for about
half the cost of the plant through
“Construction While in Progress”
funding which has already been built
into our rates. Ve will now be paying
for the balance, plus full profits
LILCO will gain for having made the
investment in Shoreham. The Long
Island Lighting Company has come
out of this horrible scenario in far

better shape then it would have
under the best scenario if the plant
had been allowed to operate.

The impact of the economics may
well leave Long Island a virtual
ghost town. Businesses have been
strained to the hilt to meet the wild
labor costs on Long Island due to the
high current economic factors. The
new demands that are being made
will cause even more businesses to
leave. e have seen not only busi-
nesses being uprooted, but families
as well. Many have already reached
the point where they have been
forced to flee Long Island because of
the high taxes, high energy costs and
other related high economic factors.

We don’t really see any rabbits that
either Cuomo or the government will
be able to pull out of the hat to save
Long Island.

The deal, as it is structured, gives
LILCO financial security. But in
doing so it will ruin thousands of
small businesses, and force larger
firms to seek better financial en-
vironments. During the past year,
during exit interviews here at Suf-
folk Life, the most common reason
for leaving was the high cost of living
on Long Island. Most of these people
were making fairly good salaries,
high by comparison to areas off Long
Island. Yet, the cost of living here on
Long Island made it economically
impossible for them to stay.

If the Shoreham scenario has
taught us anything, particularly the
government leaders, the rules gov-
erning utilities must be changed.
Utilities are quasi-government agen-
cies. They are monopolistic corpor-
ations. They do not have competitive
pressures. The rates they charge are
set by what is supposed to be a

regulatory agency. The regulatory
agency, In the past, has almost
always been in bed with the utility.
Commissioners and staff wander
back and forth between the regu-
latory agencies and the companies
they are supposed to regulated. Util-
ities are guaranteed a net profit of 10
to 18 percent, not based on how
economically they provide a service
but on how much they can spend to
provide it. The whole initiative and
Incentive with utilities is to create as
much in expenditures as they poss-
ible can so that the amount of their
net profits will be increased. This is
ludicrous at best, and it is the one
single cause of the development of
Shoreham.

The future looks bleak for Long
Island because of this deal. Cuono
can, and must, save the rest of the
state by putting an end to the run
away utilities, by curbing their
financial greed, which in the case of
LILCO, has ruined the Long Island
economy.

And why not?

Tax Reaper Returns

The good times are over, it’s time
to pay for the music our elected
officials have danced to.

During the past five years, Suf-
folk’s economy has been raging
straight up. Real estate values
soared. Revenue from real estate
taxes increased proportionately.
Business boomed and the county and
state gleefully took in millions of
dollars in unanticipated revenues.
They spent every dime of it. Now the
reaper has come home to roost.

The county appears to be almost
$100 million dollars short of what it
expected to take in during 198, All
the goodies, patronage and pay-offs
so gleefully included in their past
budgets, supported by windfall tax
revenues, now must be taken out of
the taxpayers’ hides.

Patrick\ Halpin is looking
favorably toward increasing the
sales tax from seven-and-a-half to
eight percent. Inaddition, the budget
gurus are predicting hefty increases
In the real estate taxes you pay.
Suffolk County residents may be In
for a whopping increase in taxes,
much biga%%r than anybody ever
dreamed about.

Let’s take a look at what your tax
bill will look like next December.
School taxes, depending upon the
district, up 10 to 20 percent. School
taxes average 60to 65 percent of your
total real estate tax bill. County
taxes, which account for an average
of 15 to 20 percent of your tax hill,
may be increased 20 to 30 percent.
Town taxes, which add another 15to
20 percent to your tax bill, may well
be increased from five to 15 percent.
Special district taxes such as police,
water and sewage may be increased
by like amounts. When all is said and
done and everything is combined,
real estate taxes may be increased
by 20 to 30 percent this coming year.
If the sales tax is increased a half-

cent, a 15 percent increase over the
current rate, your buying power will
be cut. Your dollar will be worth a
half-cent less.

What’s the answer? Rolling over
and playing dead and accepting the
inevitable Is the least attractive op-
tion. Moving is not much more at-
tractive, yet thousands will, particu-
larly after they are belted with a 4.9
percent LILCO increase expected in
October.

You, particularly, every reader of
this paper, can contact the county
executive, your county legislator and
your town and school board mem-
bers. Cry out with indignation, de-
mand to know why your government
services are rising at a much more
rapid rate then your income. Tell
them in no uncertain terms you want
spending stopped, special interest
programs cut. That you only will
tolerate bare bones government.
Keep a vigilant eye, particularly on
your legislators who are wilfully and
wantonly squandering the precious
resources of Suffolk County.

Join a taxpayers group, a Civic
association or a citizens group whose
aim it is to get the attention of the
elected officials through numbers.
It’s time that all of us took an active
interest and participated in our gov-
ernment. If we don’t, we have noone
else to blame. If you are one of the
unfortunate ones being forced off
Long Island because of the economy,
or if you are one of the fortunate ones
that can up and leave, we implore
you to contact your legislator, con-
tact your school board before you
leave. Tell them the impact they
have had on your life, that because of
their actions you are forced from
where you chose to live.

It’s time our governmental of-
ficials get a strong message fromthe
people whose lives they impact with
their wasteful spending habits.

And why not?
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David J. Witimott, Editor

The deal 1s nuclear blackmail

Suffolk Life has agonized long and
hard over the proposed settlement
reached by Governor Mario Cuomo,
his cohorts and LILCO to end the
Shoreham controversy. We decided
we would not come out in favor of or
oppose the Shoreham deal until we
had an opportunity to read the terms
and conditions in their totality. We
have done that, and conclude that the
deal is a sellout of the good citizens
of Long Island.

The weapon is nuclear blackmail. .

The cost will have to be paid by those
who remain on Long Island for the
next two generations. It’s in-
conceivable that Governor Mario
Cuomo could possibly have read and
understood the ramifications of the
terms and conditions for they do not

offer protection or a clear-cut
guarantee that Shoreham wont
open.

LILCO gets it all

The economic consequences are
devastating. LILCO not only gets to
keep construction funds granted by
the Public Service Commission,
which amount to almost half the cost
of the plant, they receive credits for
the full investment they have made,
and even profits on this investment.
They are relieved of the corporate
responsibility of paying for the de-
commissioning of the plant, which,
according to testimony during
Shoreham Commission hearings,
will exceed the cost of construction.
LILCO will transfer only the physi-
cal area of the containment building
and the full storage areas. They are
allowed to remove everything not
important to safety, right down to
typewriters and screwdrivers.
LILCO will receive any salvage
value from the plant, and when the
plant has been decommissioned, the
property that the plant lies on will be
turned back to LILCO for $L In other
words, we haven’t bought anything.
They’ll give us the contaminated
area only to clean it up, and then they
want it back.

The public will pay all costs in-
curred with the decommissioning,
not LILCO as the governor initially
said. LILCO, the corporation, will
reap all benefits from salvage on the
decommissioning even though they
have charged the ratepayers through
CWIP funds, credits from construc-
tion, and even a return on investment
for these items. The deal stinks.

Why the panic?

It is interesting to note why and
how it came about.

In 1986, the legislature passed a bill
creating the Long Island Power
Authority. L.I.P.A. had two main
objectives. If it could be demon-
strated that the power authority
could operate the company and prod-
uce electricity more economically

than LILCO, it would take over the
corporation either through a stock
acquisition or condemnation of the
assets. Prior to the establishment of
L.I.P.A., Governor Cuomo appointed
Vincent Tese to negotiate the closing
of Shoreham. Cuomo then appointed
Tese as one of his choices as a
L.I.P.A. board member. Tese failed
to negotiate the closing of Shoreham
and L.I.P.A. came into existence.

Tese continued to negotiate with
LILCO, but his mission was supposed
to be different. He was to negotiate
the friendly takeover of LILCO. This
was the perception of the public, and
the understanding of some board
members.

In March of 1987, the Lazard
Freres financial report was released
which confirmed five other earlier
studies that showed it would be more
economical for L.I.LP.A. to operate
and produce electricity than it was
for LILCO. An $8.75 offer was made
to the stockholders of LILCO by the
L.I.LP.A. board. It captured atten-
tion, which was all that it was in-
tended to do. The offer was upped to
$10, then $12 Wall Street’s ears
perked up. Substantial interest was
shown.

Governor Cuomo then announced
that Tese had all but reached agree-
ment with LILCO for the acquisition
of Shoreham. He categorized
L.I.P.A. and their offers as “a joke.”
Even after this reckless and ir-
responsible statement, 28 percent of
the shareholders of LILCO voted for
a L.ILP.A. slate of candidates for
seats on the LILCO board of direc-
tors.

Several members of the board, led
by Irving Like, had listened to theif
Wall Street counselors, who stated
they felt control of the company
could be obtained by an offer of $14to
$16 per share. These members were
willing to do the deal, for at these
prices L.I.P.A. still could produce
electricity for less then LILCO.

Managed ‘leaks’

The governor’s men refused to go
along. During this period “leaks”
developed giving inklings as to what
the deal included. These leaks were
carefully managed. When opposition
greeted some of the proposed give-
aways, changes were made. Giving
LILCO permission to use high
sulphur oil, for example, was in and
then out. As fact was finally revealed
and fiction was uncovered, it became
apparent that the governor’s settle-
ment was devastating. The gov-
ernor’s hatchetman, Richard
Kessell, also a L.I.P.A. board mem-
ber but absolutely loyal to the gov-
ernor, went on a sales tour, cajoling,
pleading and demanding that all
sign on to the agreement even
though they did not know what they
were signing onto. The governor
even demanded that players in this

scenario either come out in favor of
the deal or oppose it. He charac-
terized their refusal to do so as a
cowardly act. He said if you are not
in favor of the deal, you are in favor
of Shoreham. When reminded that
we did not know what the deal was
and we were not signing blank checks
on his behalf, he then reiterated his
charge of cowardice. He even went
so far as to threaten to have one of
the parties investigated. Pretty
heavy stuff.

No public input

During the negotiating process be-
tween Tese and LILCO, the board
members of L.I.P.A. were kept in
the dark. They were not told of the
items being discussed, nor asked for
their input. It was only by innuendo
and leaks, some true, some false,
that anyone was kept informed. The
governor promised public hearings,
lulling the public to believe that when
the facts of the deal were revealed
there would be a place and time for
public input and for changes to be
made. When the deal was finally
released, it was with the proviso
everyone takes it, as is. No changes
can be made. The deal conjures up an
illusive illusion that rates will be
capped to rise no more than five
percent per year. But there are more
loopholes throughout the document
that makes these assertions totally
ludicrous.

Rates will soar

If the deal goes through, Long
Islanders can expect that the rates
may well increase two, three, even
four times what they currently are
over the ten to 40year period the deal
will affect. The pass-through
ramifications of these inflationary,
confiscatory rates will drive the cost
of government through the roof,
which will result in unaffordable real
estate and sales taxes. The cost of
doing business will force businesses
off Long Island. Residents, even
those with high paying jobs, will seek
work elsewhere where the cost of
living is managable. These factors
will further inflame rate increases.
When there are huge cutbacks in the
use of electricity and LILCO does not
have enough sales, they will need
more money for what they will sell,
further creating more demands for
higher rates.

The corporation, LILCO, comes
out of this deal like a robber baron.
They not only get paid for their bad
investment, they get profits on top of
it. Not only profits, but with huge
bonuses in the form of tax credits,
low interest L.D.A. bonds, higher
rates of return and guaranteed
profits no matter what happens.
They give up nothing, for they even
have the state power authority build-
ing additional generating plants that

LILCO will be able to build into the
rate base, creating scenarios for
even more rate increases.

It is obvious in reading the bill that
the sites for these plants have
already been predetermined. They
will be built, primarily, on LILCO
property for which LILCO, the cor-
poration, can receive rent fmr? the
New York State Power Ain®Lfty.
The New York State Power
Authority is an authority, with all the
powers of eminent domain. It can
site and build power plants where it
desires, and the public be damned.
This power is what LILCO wanted all
along, the power to be above and
beyond the people and their elected
government.

There is no question that if this
deal is signed into law, LILCO is held
whole, and smaller businesses and
individual residents are left in econ-
omic ruin to flounder on their own.
Some father figure Cuomo turned out
to be for the family of New York!

Speculation, greed

The ones who will benefit the most
from this scenario are the greedy
speculators. It will be interesting to
see which of the large holders of
LILCO stock bailed out as the prices
began to rise on the speculation that
this deal would be consumated.

We have noted during the past few

weeks that the financial reports put—

out by the various investment houses
have encouraged investors to buy
LILCO stock now. They project the
stock is worth at least $18 per share,
and the sky is the limit. They did not
warn investors that the deal has
many pitfalls. Anyone can kill it and
if it dies, the stock might fall to just
a couple of dollars a share.

We have always favored the clos-
ing of Shoreham because of safety.
The plant was built in the wrong
place. Safety was compromised
from day one. The Island cannot be
evacuated without people dying. The
plant has numerous faults, with less
than one percent of the plant checked
by the N.R.C. for compliance with its
rules and regulations. The assump-
tions on evacuation are ludicrous and
faulty. They have no basis in reason.
They ignore the facts of realism.

Kill the deal

The citizens of Long Island have
fought over a ten year period to stop
the opening of Shoreham. We have
been successful up to this point. Just
because Cuomo has panicked it
doesn’t mean that we should. Cuomo
has his own reason for panicking, one
that he has never attempted to ex-
plain. He has never given any indica-
tion as to why the deal had to be done
now. In fact, he was the one that kept
saying, have faith in your govern-
ment, we will beat them in the
courts. | have put the best attorney in



the nation on this case and he will be
victorious.

The county’s law firm, Herb
Brown and Company of Washington,
still maintains that the plant is at
least one year off receiving a full
commercial license. There are those
of us who still believe that we oper-
ate under a system of government
based upon fairness, honesty and
integrity. \\e have heard Cuomo and
company say that all the judges are
1”"Jgan appointees. e don’t believe
thait and refuse to believe that all the
judges appointed during the Reagan
administration are corrupt and dis-
honest and take their marching or-
ders from the White House. Is Cuomo
saying that all the judges he has
appointed while governor march to
his tune?

LIPA still the answer

We believe L.I.P.A. could have
been successful this past year if
Cuomo had not sabotaged the pro-
cess. Even with his interference, 28
percent of the shareholders of
Shoreham opted to support L.I.P.A.
in a public takeover. If Cuomo had
not made the statement that L.1.P.A.
and its offer was a joke, had allowed
L.I.LP.A. to raise its offer to the
recommended Wall Street price of
$14 to $16 per share, we would prob-
ably have control of LILCO now.
Despite all Cuomo’s rhetoric that he
supports public power, he deliberate-
ly did everything he could to kill
L.ILP.A

Cuomo and his men have resorted
to fear tactics in trying to sell their
deal. They have proclaimed every-
one against the deal is in favor of

opening Shoreham. He’s speaking
out of both sides of his mouth. In his
12 page statement delivered the day
before the LILCO annual meeting
when the proxy battle for LILCO
board seats took place, Cuomo had
this to say:

“1 believe that in the end we would
stop Shoreham because we are legal-
ly correct in our opposition, but this
option could produce further long
delay that could threaten a LILCO
bankruptcy, which would in tum
leave Long Island ratepayers at the
mercy of the courts. That would
create uncertainty and offer the
prospect of high rates required to
satisfy debtors.” Which leads to this
guestion: If you were so worried
about LILCO going bankrupt, gov-
ernor, Why did you do everything in
your power to discredit and, in fact,
destroy L.I1.P.A., which could have
jumped into the void and provided
power for the people of Long Island?

The price Long Islanders are being
asked to pay is just too much. Nego-
tiations involve a give and take. But
LILCOgot it all, and we got only that
which the courts, according to
Cuomo’s own words, would have
granted because we are, indeed, le-
gally and morally correct in our
opposition.

Wk believe the governor owes it to
the people of Long Island to fully
analyze the full impact of the deal his
men have created. If he honestly
does this, he will cooperate and kill
the deal. Then we can go forth
together and continue our fight to
stop Shoreham from opening. Ad
have a future that will not be devas-
tated by financial ruin.

And why not?
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Major 20th century problem

Dear Editor,

| would like to clarify a statement made in
your article entitled "Exporting the Infirm - A
County That Can't Care For Its Own” (March
30, 1988). You state that “Medicaid can place
a recipient at any facility”... Please be advised
that placement in a nursing home is arranged
by the patient (if possible), the patient’s rep-
resentative or, in most instances, by the hospi-
tal discharge coordinator. Medicaid does not
place an individual in a nursing home. Medi-
caid is essentially a fiscal agent that pays the
provider of services for services rendered to
an individual qualified under the law to receive
Medicaid.

Approximately 60,000 Suffolk County indi-
viduals (four percent of the total population in
Suffolk) receive Medicaid benefits. Almost 25
percent of the Medicaid population are over
age 65 and/or disabled. The elderly and the
disabled consumed 68 percent ($198 million)
of the total 1987 Medicaid funds spent.

Medicaid is an assistance program that was
originally designed to meet the medical needs
of poor people. The Federal Medicare Pro-
gram was to meet the medical needs of the
elderly. However, since Medicare’s long term
care benefits are so limited, Medicaid, by
default, has become the payer for care for the
elderly - particularly in the area of nursing
home care.

There is a severe lack of medical resources
in Suffolk County available for Medicaid recipi-
ents. Medicaid recipients also have difficulty
accessing providers of needed services. For
these people, there is a severe lack of private
practicing physicians, especially obstetrical
care; nursing home beds for the chronically ill
and/or disabled; private duty nursing; and
home care workers to meet the increasing
need.

In the words of James Michener, “the major
problem confronting America for the balance
of the 20th century is not inflation, is not
unemploymnent, is not pollution or the energy
crises; rather, it is the struggle to provide care
for the aged.”

The Medicaid Support Services Division of
the Suffolk County Department of Social Ser-
vices acts as an agent for the State Medicaid
Program and must adhere to its limitations, yet
is seeking innovative ways to improve the
medical care available in Suffolk County for the
poor. We advocate for adequate medical care,
not only for the poor on Medicaid, but for those
wherare likely to become indigent, not the least
of whom are the elderly who hover above and
below the Medicaid eligibility standard.
Sincerely,

Steve Javeline

Division Administrator,

Medicaid Administration

Suffolk County Department of Social Services

Police deserve support

Dear Editor:

Just how much does "an angry citizen” from
Babylon (2/17/88) think is a fair salary for a
police officer?

The police officers who spend their time
arresting the same individual over and over.
The individual our fine court system keeps
turning back out onto the street; being referee
to the same violent family fights over and over;
confronting the mentally imbalanced while
walking the fine line between protecting your-
self and being prosecuted for your actions;
chasing the same kids causing the same dis-
turbances night after night while their parent

Thanks from V.A.C.

Dear Editor:

I want to thank your newspaper for the
excellent article on the desperate need for
people to volunteer in the Ambulance Corps.
Jeff Sievers, your reporter, brought awareness
to the public regarding the serious situation.

My purpose in speaking to the interested
representives from the Ambulance Corps and
Firefighters was to suggest recruiting
possibilities. Volunteers can serve in many
ways.

intones "not my son/daughter.”

The sad fact is this rebuttal to “An Angry
Citizen” could go on and on. The sad fact is the
people of Suffolk and every other community
want these dirty jobs done. The sad fact is
these people begrudge police officers, deny
police officers the salary and support they
deserve and need. The sad fact is these angry
citizens don’t even hale the common courtesy
to say Thanks...

They just complain!

D.A. Darrell
A Police Officer

What also had to be stated was the fact that
the Voluntary Action Center, the clearinghouse
for the referral of volunteers, would be unable
to help in our many endeavors were it not for
funding by Suffolk County and the American
Red Cross who sponsor this program.

Thanks again. We have already received
positive feedback on your article.

Sincerely yours,
Dorothy Birnham
Director, Voluntary Action Center
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