
willmotts and why-nofs
David J. Willmott, Editor

P rio r it ie s

Last week (we ran an ed ito ria l 
criticizing the expenditure of $125,000 
for trap and skeet shooting equipment 
by the Suffolk County Parks Depart
ment. When we wrote it we considered 
it one of our less co n trovers ia l 
editorials and didn't really expect it to 
generate any kind of controversy. You 
can't pre-guess the public! We have 
been deluged with letters from in
censed readers criticUing our stand on 
this issue. Most of the criticism has 
come from people who enjoy shooting 
as a form of recreation, and because of 
the enormous amount of emotional 
publicity given to gunning they are  
sensitive to any criticism of this sport.

For the record, this editor is a 
"hooter himself. He has shot skeet and 
Jay  pigeons and hunted for close to a 
quarter of a century and, like them, 
considers this sport an excellent form  
of recreation and enjoyment.

We still stand by our statement in 
criticizing the County for spending 
$125,000 on skeet shooting equipment, 
as we critic ize many of the other 
programs the County has embarked  
upon, not because of the program it
self, but because somewhere along the 
way our elected officials seem to have 
gotten their priorities mixed up. We 
may be living in another age, but we 
‘eel it is more important for the 
community as a whole to be able to 
maintain a roof over their heads and 
food on the table comfortably than it is 
for them to provide the luxuries of life 
for themselves. We know of too many 
people who have been forced into 
positions of selling their homes and 
moving out of this area because they 
could no longer afford the tax burden. 
G olf courses, s leep-aw ay cam ps, 
hunting lodges, shooting preserves, 
marinas' and cultural activities are  
nice. They are the luxuries of life that 
we all strive for. It is our feeling that 
they are the things we should provide 
for ourselves on an individual basis out 
of our excess funds. If the demand for 
these recreational pursuits is there, 
private enterprise will fulfill the needs 
at a competitive price. If the demand 
is not there, it doesn't make sense for 
our County Government to create 
these luxuries, with our tax dollars, 
that only a limited number of people 
will partake of.

The facilities the County can create 
are  lim itle s s , as there  is a lw ays  
somebody who wants to do something 
different. At one tim e the Parks 
D e p a rtm e n t lim ited  its scope to 
creating picnic groves that masses of

people could use. The Parks Depart
m ent, under Charles D om iny's  
direction, has become the third largest 
D ep artm en t of Suffolk County, 
following after W elfare and Police. 
Anybody who has been in the service 
has an understanding of the way that 
government and bureaucracy works. 
The more jobs you can create for your 
department, the more people you can 
employ; the larger the budget, the 
more power the head of this depart
ment or branch has. It is obvious to us 
that this is what Dominy has done. The 
cost is staggering. This year, Suffolk 
County budgeted $3,640,570 just jfor 
operations alone. This does not include 
capital expenditures; that is, long 
term financing that our childrens' 
children will be paying for, such as the 
skeet range that we criticized.

We believe fhat each of us as in
dividuals has to realign our priorities 
and determine exactly what we are 
willing to do for ourselves and how far 
we want to go in allowing our govern
ment to do for us. This message must 
be brought across to our elected of
ficials loud and clear. And why not?

D o -It-Y o u rse lf Food

We are living in a tim e of 
specialization and convenience. This 
method of life has added tremendous 
cost to our everyday expenses of just 
living. Food is a typical example. Our 
supermarket shelves are loaded with 
convenience foods; foods that have 
previously been prepared, cooked and 
seasoned, and the only thing we have 
to do is heat and serve. The cost of this 
convenience is staggering, rising the 
price of the meal, in some cases, by as 
much as five hundred per cent..

How far we have come from the day 
when we planted, tended and har
vested our own crops. Of course our 
mode of life does not perm it us to go 
back to the fam ily  farm , and most of 
us, if given the opportunity, would 
reject it wholeheartedly.

There is a way the average fam ily  
can harness their spiraling food costs. 
The homemaker or the cook of the 
house can avoid buying prepared 
foods, whenever feasible, and do the 
preparation themselves. We read a 
study recently which indicated that 
the average fam ily can save over 
twenty per cent by following this 
simple step. W e're not talking about 
making our own bread, but avoiding 
buying packages of frozen vegetables

that combine items like peas and 
onions in a cream sauce, just tor an 
example.

The second way the entire fam ily  
can participate in bringing food costs 
down and at the same tim e re
experience some earthiness is to plan 
and plant a home garden. It need not 
be large. A ten foot by 20 foot area is 
plenty adequate enough, and a small 
plot of land like this can provide an 
enormous amount of foodstuffs to feed 
a fam ily for a good part of the year at a 
fraction of the cost you would pay at a 
supermarket. A small garden requires 
only a few hours of tender loving care 
a week and can be an enriching ex
perience for every member of the 
fam ily. There is a certain joy to be 
derived from turning over the dirt in 
the spring that you will never get out of 
a package. Planting rows of seeds and 
watching them emerge from the earth 
blooming forth with bountiful produce 
is a reward that out-compensates a 
raise in pay. Knowing, seeing, feeling 
and touching ^and yes, eventually 
eating som ething th a t you have  
created  from  scratch is a g rea t 
feeling. A small garden like this will 
not only yield the necessary produce 
during the growing season to meet 
your demands, but the abundance of 
your crop can be canned or frozen to 
be enjoyed during the winter months.

As a boy I remember during World 
War 11 that almost every fam ily had a 
home garden. This was part of the war 
effort, and it was almost considered 
unpatriotic not to have one. Today it is 
an exception instead of a rule.

We recommend to all our readers 
that they go back to the earth and cut 
their food budgets substantially. And 
why not?
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Omolene 
Horse Feed

*6“
per 100 lb. 
Cash and Carry

N.Y.S.
Timothy Hay

lb. P/U

4Vztf lb. 
Delivered

Salt Hay 

Mulch $399
bale

SPECIAL!
Purina Liver 

Dog Chow  

$C99J  50 lb. bag

Purina Dog 
Chow  

Purina 
Meal 

Gaines 
Meal 

Gravy 
Train  
A ll 50  lb. Bags

Wild Bird Food

25 lb. ai -m A■*14
50 lbSM "

100 .b. *7”

Sunflower Seed

99e
$799

5 lbs. 

50 lbs.

PROFITS LATER

NOW TAKING ORDERS

6 cu. ft. bale 

Special 

$447

Marble 
Chips
3 /8  or 3 /4  size

W C 50 1b.
Bag

EDITORIALS from page 3

A t I t  Again

The Corps of Army Engineers has 
resurrected its hurricane protection 
plan for Suffolk County's south shore. 
The cost of this plan over a decade ago 
was pegged at a little under 100 
million dollars. The cost today could 
conceivably be one quarter of a billion 
dollars. The essence of the Corps' plan 
is to play Mother Nature; to build up 
the dunes by dredging out the bays and 
sticking groins out into the ocean to 
stop Mother Nature's lateral flow. The 
only problem with the Corps' plan is 
that the men running the Corps are not 
as smart as Mother Nature; whenever 
they attempt to fool around with her 
and change her ways she outsmarts 
them and like a woman, once angered, 
sends her fury in another direction 
causing even more devastation than 
the Corps tried to prevent.

What is behind the Corps' plan is the 
protection of the homes that have been 
built on the ocean front. The people 
who have built these homes should 
have done so knowing the risk.

Old-timers have stated that they 
have watched the dunes come and go 
over the years. One old-timer who is 
rapidly approaching the century mark 
in age tells a story that when he was a 
boy, his father said the dunes in 
between the ocean and the mainland in 
the area of Shinnecock Bay were not 
there. Nothing was there but a sand
bar. After some of the big blows, the 
dunes started to build and at one time, 
to use his phraseology, were as high as 
small hills.

A quarter of a billion dollars is a lot 
of money to spend on a dubious 
product. It may only amount to nickels 
and dimes to each of us, but we would 
prefer to spend our nickels and dimes 
on something worthwhile from which 
we will derive some direct benefit. 
And why not?

letters
$125,000 gaviiage?

D e a r  M r .  W il lm o t t :

My guess is tha t we are paying fo r and investing 
in a clean and healthy way to spend our spare tim e.

If more kids were taught and guided toward 
healthy activ ities  such as the one in question, the 
$125,000. could be increased ten fold w ith  the money 
now spent in the courts and county ja il.

The next tim e  you tout something as “ garbage", 
look before you leap. An ounce of shot is w orth a 
pound of cure.

Thank you fo r hearing me out.
F re d  S ie fu n ta l  

E . S e ta u k e t

D e a r  E d ito r :

The derogatory venom in your Feb. 26, 1973 
ed ito ria l captioned “ $125,000 Shot" disgusts and 
astounds me. I refer to the statement, "Ju s t th ink 
... the next tim e  you get the urge to shoot, it  w on 't 
have to be your w ife  and k ids".

Your r ig h t to deplore the spending of tax money 
on any a c tiv ity  you d is like  is unquestioned, but to 
infer that the devotees of a national and Olympic 
recognized sport are inclined towards m urder is 
v ic iously defam atory. Consider the fo llow ing fo r 
perspective:

In separate incidences, my grandfather and my 
22-year-old son were killed  by h it and run d rivers . 
Over 52,000 Am ericans were k illed , over 2 m illion  
disabled, and over 15 m illion  in ju red  by 
automobiles in 1972 alone. Based on these facts I 
could and do consider the automobile to be a very 
dangerous weapon. One can even make a good case 
that it is the most dangerous weapon ever intrusted 
to the general public. Despite this, most of us o r
d inary people would consider it  " s ic k "  to suggest 
that "S un da y" pleasure m otorists, or even racing 
d rivers , m igh t run down th e ir fam ilies  if we did not 
spend tax money on roads.

Why cou ldn 't you just have adm itted tha t you 
don't enjoy skeet shooting, and would rather see the 
money spent on whatever sport you do p a rticu la rly  
favor?
S in c e re ly ,

D o n a ld  W . H u sza g h  

B a y p o rt

E d ito r 's  N o te :

The derogatory venom that you detected in our 
ed ito ria l, "$125,000 Shot", was a poor a ttem pt at 
sarcasm directed not a t the sport of shooting, but at 
Suffolk County's Park Commission.

For the record, we, ourselves, shoot and at one 
tim e could pull down tw enty-four out of tw enty-five  
in skeet. We th ink the sport is a healthy one and can

be very safe and sane fo rm  of re laxa tion . As 
we reca ll, when we firs t started shooting skeet it 
was w ith  a $6.95 hand trap , and our skeet range was 
the dunes up on Long Island Sound. In recent years 
we have shot skeet and clay pigeons from  a foot- 
operated spring tra p  that re ta ils  fo r about $100. We 
have also shot skeet dispensed by a skeet or trap  
house tha t we were told costs in the neighborhood of 
about $3,000 to construct and equip. On a few oc
casions we have gone on a b ird  w alk at p riva te  
country clubs and shot skeet. These were m ore 
elaborate and considerably more expensive. They 
are paid fo r by the club m embers vo lu n ta rily  out of 
the ir dues and donations to the club. These funds 
come from  the ir excess money or th e ir luxu ry  
money and are not taken out of th e ir food and 
housing budgets. This was the point tha t we ob
viously did not make in our e d ito ria l, and we 
apologize fo r tha t fact only.

The Suffolk County Park Commission, in th e ir 
zeal to tu rn  Suffolk County into a m am m oth country 
club at the taxpayer's  expense, is taking from  
many ind iv idua ls money that r ig h tfu lly  belongs in 
the ir necessity budgets. For those of us who like to 
shoot skeet, we w ill be doing so at the expense of 
those who like  to eat. We have always been a firm  
believer tha t governm ent's role in society is to 
provide only the services that the ind iv idua l cannot 
provide h im self. The Park Commission, w ith  the ir 
e laborate plans, is in d irect contrad iction to this. 
Somewhere along the way we have to rea lign our 
p rio rities  so tha t those who are barely able to get by 
have enough le ft over for the necessities o f life  
before we s ta rt using our taxes on luxuries such as 
this $125,000 in skeet shooting equipment.

Keep clipping coupons, folks

G e n tle m e n :

The Social Action Committee of fhe Assumption 
of the Blessed V irg in  M ary Parish Council is 
conducting a trad ing stam p and Ivory Flakes 
coupon d rive . The stamps and coupons w ill be 
redeemed fo r needed baby layette  and fu rn itu re  fo r 
mothers who are aided by Long Island B ir th rig h t, a 
non-sectarian volunteer organization which offers a 
p o s itiv e  a lte rn a t iv e  to  a b o rt io n . S tam ps and 
coupons may be sent to the Social Action Com
m ittee, 21 Chestnut Street, Centereach, New York.

Your cooperation in public iz ing the e ffo rts  of our 
Com m ittee 's w ork for the next month w ill be ir 
strum enta l in helping us achieve our goal.
V e r y  t r u ly  y o u rs ,

Joseph  F . T a llu to

C h a irm a n , S o c ia l A c tio n  C o m m itte e

A s s u m p tio n  o f th e  B lessed  V ir g in  M a r y  P a r is h

C o u nc il

C e n Jereach

) e a r  M r .  W il lm o t t :

You w ill p robably recall we w rote  you several 
rimes on the subject of Betty Crocker coupons 
towards ped ia tric  stre tchers fo r the St. Charles- 
M ather Hospital Expansion Program  and you were 
kind enough to give us excellent p ub lic ity . We 
wonder if you could give us a b it more?

Betty Crocker Coupon Project Pedia tric S tre t
chers has now been successfully concluded and two 
checks, each in the amount of $400.00, have been 
forw arded to the A dm in is tra to rs  of both hospitals in 
paym ent of the two ped ia tric  stretchers we 
authorized them to order.

Supported by a ll Brookhaven Senior Citizens and 
w ith  the approbation of the Brookhaven Recreation 
Departm ent, as well as members of churches in 
Setauket, Stony Brook, Port Jefferson, Lake Grove, 
St. James and Sayville-the Emma S. C lark L ib ra ry , 
Setauket; Teachers' Association, State U nivers ity  
at Stony Brook; M iddle Island Jr. Women's 
League;Home Extension Institu te, Wading R ive r; 
Rotarians, Stony Brook; G irl and Boy Scout troops 
from  various loca lities, the readers of our fine 
Suffolk newspapers and many other people and 
organizations too numerous to mention here, your 
senior citizens not only reached th e ir goal of 
$100,000 coupons but n icely over-reached it. In
c identa lly , the surplus coupons are being passed on 
to another Senior C itizen's club towards a p ro ject

cont. on page 5
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David J. Willmott, Editor

Don't Blue Hearing What Price
Have to Accept

The regular political committees 
have nominated candidates to run for 
local offices in this coming Novem
ber's election. These are only the 
choices of the town leader and his 
committeemen. The members of the 
respective parties do not have to ac
cept these nominees as their official 
candidates. Our political system is set 
up in such a way that if the members 
of the party do not agree with the 
selection of the committee, they can 
run their candidates for office in the 
primaries, to be held June 4th. 
v In looking over the selections made 

^ y  the committees, we believe it would 
be wise for the registered voters to 
reject some of the committees' fin
dings. Some of the candidates who 
have been nominated are total in
competents, who, most assuredly, will 
be defeated by the voters at large in 
this November's general election. 
How, in good conscience, the com
mittees could accept these nominees is 
beyond the realm of reality. On the 
other hand, some candidates are 
excellent selections; and if they run a 
halfway decent campaign, gaining the 

. exposure they need, they will be 
successful in November.

The primaries in the past have been 
neglected by most voters, and yet they 
are the most fundamental, basic 
grass-roots form of democracy that a 
voter can exercise. During the 
primaries, the members of the parties 
are given the opportunity to not only 
pass judgement on candidates, but on 
the performance of the town leader 
and his committeemen. If you are 
registered in any political party and 
you do not know who the com
mitteemen are from your district, and 
they have not been in touch with you, 
they are not worthy of the office they 
hold. They should be replaced.

If you have any inclination at all 
toward becoming involved in your 
party in the overall workings of 
government, we strongly urge you to 
consider running for committeeman 
yourself, and if not running yourself, 
working for someone who will give 
your party adequate representation. 
For information on how to go about 
becoming a committeeman, write to 
the Suffolk County Board of Elections, 
Yaphank, New York, 11980, and they 
will furnish you with the details. And 
why not?

State Senator Bernard C. Smith 
(Northport) hosted a public hearing 
last Wednesday on the Blue Laws. The 
meeting was attended by business 
people and other interested Suffolk 
Residents. Most of the arguments, 
both pro and con, were based on 
emotionalism; but three facts came 
out of the hearing. First, if the Blue 
Laws are totally repealed and most 
stores are forced to be open seven days 
a week, these businesses will find that 
their overhead has gone up, and this 
additional cost will be passed on to the 
consumer. Second, many small 
businesses must be open on Sunday in 
order to survive economically, as 
Sunday is their biggest day of 
business. The third and the most 
im portant, and yet probably 
overlooked fact, is that if the State 
rewrites its Blue Laws to mandatorily 
require closing on Sunday with 
disregard to the religious con
notations, they are entering into 
another area of regulating an in
dividual's rights. This is a dangerous 
precedent, as it erodes another right of 
the individual and the corporation; the 
right to choose when he will or will not 
work.

Suffolk Life is not overly in favor of 
seeing stores open seven days a week, 
as this imposes hardships on many 
small, independent businessmen, their 
employees and their families. In the 
long run it must increase the cost of 
goods that the consumer will buy. On 
the other hand there are many small, 
independent businessmen who must be 
open on Sunday in order to financially 
justify staying in business. Aquarium 
dealers, pet stores, hardware 
businesses and some food businesses 
depend strongly on Sunday operations. 
To complicate matters even further, 
many independent businesses in our 
resort communities here on the East 
End do a good portion of their annual 
business during the thirteen Sundays 
of the summer months. This is when 
people are in their market and want to 
buy their merchandise. They cannot 
physically handle the volume of 
business on Saturdays.

We believe the most important 
aspect of this argument is that of the 
individual having the right to choose 
when he will be open and when he will 
close. The fewer restrictions the 
government imposes on an individual 
or a business, the better off it is. And 
why not?

Government?
Last week, the Daily News carried 

an article based on a release from A 
Tax Foundation, Incorporated, which 
shows that the average American 
works the first two hours and thirty- 
nine minutes of each working day just 
to pay his tax burden. The next time 
you see the government providing a 
new service, remember that you will 
be working a little bit more each day to 
pay for it.

It's a sad fact of life, but the only 
Santa Claus there is in government is 
you. And why not?

The Better Way
Two encouraging notes on the en

vironmental and economic front were 
made public this past week. Scientists 
are closing the gap on developing a 
substitute for gasoline to run 
automobiles. They are talking of using 
hydrogen and the gases that are 
emitted from it. This process, once 
refined, is being touted as far more 
economical than gasoline, and its 
emission is pollution free.

In the current issue of Readers 
Digest we find that our own Grumman 
Corporation is working on an idea that 
Suffolk Life has been pushing for the 
last two years ... the development of a 
self-contained power, heat, water, 
sewage disposal, and air system. It is 
our feeling and contention that this 
type of system is well within the realm 
and possibility of being developed

c o n t. o n  page 4
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EDITORIALS cont. from  page 3

and would be an economical answer to 
using our present day methods of 
supplying heat, electricity, and water 
to the home. A big bonus of this, if 
Grumman is successful in developing 
such a system, would be that this 
Company, upon which so much of our 
economy is dependent, could be taken 
out of the air defense business and put 
into the consumer field.

Not all news this past week was bad. 
And why not?

letters
That $125,000 shot heard

Dear M r. W illm ott:
Y o u r re c e n t c r it ic is m  o f S u ffo lk  C o u n ty 's  in 

te n tio n  to  c o n s tru c t a t r a p  and  ske e t ra n g e  a t South 

H aven P a rk  a t a cost o f $125,000 to  th e  ta x p a y e r  is 

both u n fa ir  and  u n ju s t if ie d .

F ir s t  o f a ll  th e  c o u n ty  and  th e  s ta te  th in k  n o th in g  

of sp en d ing  th e  ta x p a y e rs ' m o n e y  to  c o n s tru c t g o lf  

c o u rs e s ,  r a c e  t r a c k s ,  u n w a n te d  b r id g e s ,  a n d  
s w im m in g  p oo ls , and to  say n o th in g  o f low  in co m e  

hous ing  a nd  huge  sh op p ing  m a lls  l ik e  the  one up in 

A lb a n y  w ith o u t  f i r s t  o b ta in in g  v o te r  a p p ro v a l. 

S e cond ly : T he  s p o rts m e n  o f th is  s ta te  and  th is  

c o u n ty  h a ve  done m o re  th a n  th e ir  s h a re  in  both 

p h y s ic a l a n d  f in a n c ia l a id  to w a rd  p ro te c t in g  and 
p re s e rv in g  th e  w ild l i fe  and  its  h a b ita t  th ro u g h o u t 

th is  n a tio n . T h ir d ly :  We h a ve  lo s t o u r  sh oo ting  

ran ge s  h e re  in S u ffo lk  C oun ty  th ro u g h  zon ing  

ch anges so m o re  houses co u ld  be b u i l t  to  a c 

co m o d a te  th e  e xod us  o f peop le  o u t o f the  c ity .

N ow  $125,000 is a m e re  d ro p  in  th e  b u c k e t c o m 
p a red  to  w h a t th is  c o u n ty  has in  asse ts , and  u n 

d o u b te d ly  th is  fa c i l i t y  w i l l  c h a rg e  an a d m is s io n  fee 
w h ic h  w i l l  p a y  fo r  m a in te n a n c e  and  to  p a y  the  

m o rtg a g e  d e b t to  the  c o u n ty . T h e re  a re  a lo t o f gun 

o w n e rs  h e re  in  S u ffo lk  C ou n ty  and  w e a re  a ll  ta x  

p a y e rs  as w e l l ,  now  fo r  th is  fo rm  o f g o v e rn m e n t to  

c o lle c t ta x e s  fro m  e v e ry b o d y  and  o n ly  f u l f i l l  th e  

w ish e s  o f a fe w  a m o u n ts  to  fa v o r i t is m  and  is no t in 
the  best in te re s t  o f a D e m o c ra c y .

No, M r .  W i l lm o t t ,  th is  m o n e y  w o n 't  be sq u a n 

d e red  on w h a t you  c a ll g a rb a g e . I t  w i l l  p ro v id e  a 
re c re a t io n a l f a c i l i t y  fo r  a la rg e  g ro u p  o f its  c it iz e n s  

w ho have  m o r e th a n  p a id  th e ir  dues to  s o c ie ty . The 
re c o rd s  a re  th e re  to  p ro ve  it .

Very tru ly  yours,
Frank H. Hubert 
Bohemia

Dear M r. W illm ott:

Subject: $125,000 Skeet & Trap  Shoot.

I a m  in  c o m p le te  a c c o rd  w ith  y o u r  o b je c t io n s  to  

such p ro g ra m s  on th e  p a r t  o f a ll  p o li t ic a l su b 

d iv is io n s , w h e th e r  th e y  be V il la g e ,  T o w n , C o u n ty , 
S ta te  o r  N a t io n !

The  ta x  b u rd e n  w h ic h  is b e ing  p la c e d  on th e  w ag e  

e a rn e r , by  rea son  o f such lu x u ry  ite m s  p lu s  m a n y  

o th e r p u b lic  p ro je c ts  w h ic h  a re  w a s te fu l o f p u b lic
m on ie s .

As you k n o w , m a n  b y  n a tu re  is bo th  p h y s ic a lly  
and m e n ta lly  la zy  un less he w a n ts  s o m e th in g  fo r  

h im s e lf ;  is in  m y  o p in io n  and 70 y e a rs  e x p e r ie n c e ; 
he w i l l  n o t ta k e  a pen in  hand  a n d -o r a tte n d  a b o a rd  

m e e tin g  to  m a k e  h is  v ie w s  h e a rd  in  o p p o s itio n  to  
such u n w is e  e x p e n d itu re s .

T h a t is th e  reason  you  re c e iv e d  so m a n y  m o re  
p ros th a n  cons in  a n s w e r to  y o u r  e d ito r ia l .

T h a n k s  fo r  lis te n in g .

Sincerely,
Herm an Von Frank
P.S. I l ik e  y o u r  e d i t o r ia ls ! ! !
■! Hi ’ i | '  ■’ « i ; 1 \ l l | * i  >•.'

See them at:
We Service What We Sell

HOBBY LAND MARINE
M0NTAUK HWY., HAMPTON BAYS, RA 8 4 3 1 3

Thurs. & Fri. Nights 7 - 9 PM OPEN 7 DAYS

Dear M r. W illm ott:
Y o u r e d ito r ia l  ''$125,000 S h o t" ,  on th e  C o u n ty 's  

p u rch a se  o f t r a p  and skee t s h o o tin g  e q u ip m e n t (you  

re fe r  to  it  as " g a r b a g e " )  fo r  th e  South H aven 

C ounty  P a rk  ra n g e  d e m a n d s  an a n s w e r. P e rha ps  

you sh ou ld  h ave  done a b it  o f h o m e w o rk  b e fo re  

w r it in g  it .  ( I 'm  s u re  m a n y  E a s t End gun  c lu b  

m e m b e rs  w i l l  a g re e !) .
The  p u rp o s e  o f th e  C ou n ty  P a rk s  s y s te m  is to  

p ro v id e  a w id e  v a r ie ty  o f re c re a t io n a l fa c i l i t ie s  fo r  
a ll S u ffo lk  C o u n ty  re s id e n ts . T h e re  a re  v e ry  fe w  

p laces  in th e  c o u n ty  to  a c c o m o d a te  th e  p eop le  w ho  
e n jo y  t r a p  and  skee t shoo ting  - and  th e re  a re  lo ts  o f 

peop le  w ho  do e n jo y  i t !
To e x te n d  y o u r  a rg u m e n t a g a in s t p ro v id in g  these  

fa c i l i t ie s  to  tra p -s h o o tin g  e n th u s ia s ts , w h y  no t go 

a ll th e  w a y , and  p ro te s t the  v a r io u s  C o u n ty  g o lf 

co u rses , a n d  p a rk  a re as  th a t  p ro v id e  h o rs e b a c k  
r id in g ,  d u c k  h u n tin g  ( in  se a so n ), c a m p in g , b o a tin g , 

s w im m in g , f is h in g ,  e tc ...e tc ...b e c a u s e  each o f these  
s p o rts  a n d -o r h ob b ies  a p p e a ls  o n ly  to  a c e r ta in  
n u m b e r o f C o u n ty  re s id e n ts !

P eop le  w h o  use th e  t r a p  and  ske e t ra n g e , M r .  

W il lm o t t ,  p a y  fo r  the  use o f i t ,  as w e ll as a n y  su p 

p lie s  th e y  use, ju s t as fees a re  p a id  fo r  m a n y  o th e r 

re c re a t io n a l fa c i l i t ie s  p ro v id e d  by th e  S u ffo lk  

C oun ty  P a rk s  D e p a r tm e n t. T h is  is  n o t a " g iv e 

a w a y "  p ro g ra m  fo r  the  p r iv i le g e d  fe w , b u t is open 
to  a n y  S u ffo lk  C ou n ty  re s id e n t w ho  ca re s  to  p a y  to  

a v a il h im s e lf  o f i t .

In s te ad  o f c a rp in g  a b o u t e x tra v a g a n c e , w h y  no t 

say s o m e th in g  n ice  a b o u t th e  fa c t  th a t  S u ffo lk  

C o u n ty 's  g ro w in g  P a rk s  s y s te m  n o t o n ly  p re s e rv e s  

our s h r in k in g  open spaces , b u t p ro v id e s  ta x p a y e rs  

w ith  re c re a t io n a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  c lose  to  h om e  w h ic h  

a pp ea l to  m a n y  ta s te s  and  in te re s ts ?  A N D  W H Y  
N O T ???

Very tru ly  yours,
Mrs. W illiam  H. Stoddard 
Hampton Bays

Dear M r. W illm ott:
As a m e m b e r  o f th e  g ro w in g  sh oo ting  s o c ie ty  and  

a pe rson  w h o  u s u a lly  ag rees  w ith  y o u r  e d ito r ia ls ,  I 

m u s t ta k e  e x c e p tio n  to  y o u r  c r i t ic is im  o f th e  

S ou thaven  s k e e t and t r a p  ra n g e . T o .la be l i t  g a rb a g e  

is c e r ta in ly  n o t f a i r  to  the  peop le  w h o  w o u ld  have  

use fo r  it .

W ith  a ll  due  re s p e c t to  you , I fe e l you  a re  la b o r in g  

u n d e r a g re a t  m is a p p re h e n s io n  as to  how  
re c re a t io n a l ta x  fu n d s  sh o u ld  be used. I do  n o t 

o b je c t w h e n  th e  c o u n ty  e le c ts  to  spend  la rg e r  su m s 

o f m o n e y  to  b u ild  g o lf  co u rses  th a t  o n ly  a s m a ll 

se g m e n t o f th e  c o m m u n ity  w i l l  use. N o r do I o b je c t 

to  m o n e y  s p e n t on c a m p g ro u n d s  fo r  a n o th e r  s m a ll 

g ro u p . W hen te n n is  c o u r ts  fo r  te n n is  p la y e rs  a re  
b u i l t ,  I ra is e  no o b je c t io n  even  k n o w in g  th a t  th e  

m a jo r i ty  o f ta x p a y e rs  w i l l  no t p la y  on th e m .

I co u ld  go on in th is  v e in , h o w e v e r, m y  p o in t is 

th a t  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  in  E a s te rn  S u ffo lk  th e  c o m 
m u n ity  is d o in g  s o m e th in g  fo r  those  w ho  e n jo y  

ta rg e t  s h o o tin g , b u t you  o b je c t.

W ith  th is  f a c i l i t y  a t S o u tha ven , a d u lts  and  th e ir  

sons and  d a u g h te rs  co u ld  have  a p la c e  to  shoo t fo r  

som e t im e  to  co m e . M o re o v e r  p u b lic  sh o o tin g  

ra n g e s  o p e ra te  on a p a y in g  b as is  as c o m p a re d  to  

th e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  fa c i l i t ie s .

I s u re ly  hope  you  je s t w he n  you  su gg es t, q u o te , 

"h a v e  an u rg e  to  sh oo t, i t  w o n 't  h ave  to  be y o u r  w ife
o r k id s . "  I p e rs o n a lly  n e ve r have  these  u rg e s  and
f 11::  i- l  c l if , >>\»: v- i>: - i}'

The New Management 
Tuno

 ̂ Angie
PROUDLY ANNOUNCE *f/// 

THE REOPENING ON MARCH 12 OF THE
Beautiful 

Dining Room
Beautiful panorama o f Eastern Long Island

AT
Rock Hill Country Club

Manorville, N.Y.

Featuring Exquisite American 
Continental Cuisine 

Breakfast •  Lunch •  Dinner
C a te r in g  f o r  a l l  o c c a s io n s

Music & Dancing 878 - 4233
M on tau k  or Sunrise H w y  
to  M oriches - R iverhead  
Rd., T u rn  on Sunrise  
H w y . access road. Take  
right fo rk  just before  
Sunrise H w y . entrance, 
to  Rock H ill, abou t 3 m i.

fee l i t  is in  p o o r ta s te  fo r  you  to  su g g e s t th a t  som e  of 
us do.

In c o n c lu s io n  M r .  W il lm o t t ,  i t  is no t p o s s ib le  fo r 

e v e ry  ta x  d o l la r  used fo r  re c re a t io n a l p u rp o se s  to 
b e n e fit  e v e ry o n e  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  in  th e  sam e 
p la c e . B u t by  h a v in g  v a r ie d  fa c i l i t ie s  fo r  th e  m a n y  

in te re s ts  o f th e  c o m m u n ity  w e  com e  c lose  to 
s a t is fy in g  m o s t o f the  ta x p a y e rs . I do  n o t p la n  to  use 

S o u th a v e n 's  ra n g e s  b u t I w is h  th o se  th a t  do , good 
lu c k  a n d  good  sh o o tin g .

Respectfully yours,
Robert T . D iffers >
Sag Harbor

Dear M r. W illm ott: ^
$125,000 S h o t! T h a t is  th e  t i t le  o f y o u r  re c e n r  

e d ito r ia l  re g a rd in g  The S o u th a ve n  P a rk  T ra p  and 

Skeet f a c i l i t y .  W ith  a fe w  s u b s t itu t io n s  ($ d o w n  the  

h o le ) o r  ($ c a r r ie d  a w a y  w ith  th e  t id e ) .  The 

e d ito r ia l  c o u ld  have  been a b o u t th e  S u ffo lk  C ou n ty  

G o lf C ourse  in  W est S a y v ille  o r  a n y  o f th e  v a r io u s  

to w n s h ip  m a r in a s  a ll  b u i l t  and  m a in ta in e d  by ta x  
d o lla rs . O h, d o n 't  te l I m e  th a t  u se r fees h e lp  d e fra y  

the  co s t. T he  s a m e  is t ru e  fo r  th e  S keet f a c i l i t y  th a t  

I w o u ld  e s t im a te  c o n s e rv a t iv e ly  b r in g s  in  $1000 
(u s e r fe e s )o n  one S u nd ay .

C oun t th e  c a rs , on a S u nd ay , a t th e  g o lf  co u rse  

(w h a t w o u ld  you  e s t im a te  th a t  co s t to  ta x p a y e rs ? )  
Then  c o u n t th e  c a rs  a t  th e  sk e e t ra n g e . T h e re  a re  

m o re  c a rs  a t  th e  ske e t ra n g e .

Y ou  s a id  yo u  ca n  o n ly  guess th e  ske e t ra n g e  w as 
d e m a n d e d  b y  th o u s a n d s  o f  S u f fo lk  C o u n ty  

re s id e n ts . T h a ts  a p re t ty  good guess and  m u c h  to  
the  d is m a y  o f m a n y  a n ti-g u n  b a n d w a g o n  p o lit ic ia n s  

and  p s e u d o - in te lle c tu a ls , th e  s h o o tin g  s p o r ts  have  
been r a p id ly  g a in in g  in p o p u la r i ty  th ro u g h o u t the  

c o u n try .

I t 's  d i f f i c u l t  to  s a y  w h e re  g o v e rn m e n t s h o u ld  

d ra w  th e  lin e  in  a d m in is te r in g  to  " s o  c a l le d "  

re c re a t io n a l needs o f th e  p u b lic .  A  c ro ss  s e c tio n  o f 

th e  p u b lic 's  re c re a t io n a l in te re s ts  c o v e rs  a b ro a d  

s p e c tru m  a n d  ta x e s  a re  a lre a d y  h ig h  eno ug h . 

E v e r y o n e  k n o w s  t h a t  p r i v a t e  e n te r p r is e  c a n  

o p e ra te  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y  th a n  g o v e r n m e n ta l  

b u re a u c ra c y , b u t th a t  ske e t ra n g e  is  ru n  e f f ic ie n t ly  

w ith  a c a p ita l E . Stop by  so m e  d a y , M r .  W i l lm o t t ,  

and  a sk  fo r  M r .  G r i t t in g .  He w i l l  be  g la d  to  show  

you  a ro u n d  and  i f  you  re m a in  o b je c t iv e ,  you  co u ld  

d is c o v e r  a s p o r t  th a t  you  can  e n jo y  in to  o ld  a ge . 

Sincerely,
J.J. M ills
Port Jefferson Station.

cont. on page 6



willmotts and wliv-unts
David J. Wilimott, Editor

S h a m e fu l  W a s te

This past Sunday, we took a ride 
through the abandoned Westhampton 
Air Force Base. We use the term 
"abandoned" lite ra lly . The Air 
National Guard is using one small 
section, a commerical operation is 
using another small section and the 
Suffolk County Sheriffs Department is 
using another building. The rest of the 
buildings, which we estimate at well 
over one hundred, are rapidly  
deteriorating and are serving no 
functional purpose.

As we rode through the various 
streets, we could envision hundreds of 
small independent businesses 
operating out of these buildings-small 
manufacturing and light industrial 
enterprises. We could see thousands of 
people Working at gainful employment 
in these shops. We could see a County 
Government that gave a damn, 
providing these buildings on a low 
cost, long term lease to small com
panies as a way of getting started. 
Instead we saw rusty hinges, shut
tered windows and buildings decaying 
from neglect.

Suffolk County Airport could be a 
gold mine to the residents of the area. 
It could be an instant industrial park 

# offering instant opportunity and 
employment. We do not know why this 
area has been allowed to go unused 
other than the incompetent 
capabilities of our County Legislature 
in not taking advantage of the op
portunities placed under their noses.

Someday, and maybe this coming 
November, the voters will reject 
these men now running the County 
who don't seem to care, and replace 
them with people who have the 
public's interest at heart. We hope 
so. And why not?

A h o y

A l l  F is h e r m e n

A dark storm cloud is on the horizon. 
The Assembly Rules Committee is 
about to suggest a bill that will make it 
mandatory for salt water fishermen to 
be licensed. Supposedly, the fees 
generated by this licensing measure 
will be used for conservation purposes. 
We doubt it very much.

Salt water fishing is one of the very 
few things that an individual can do for 
recreation that is not overly regulated 
and taxed. The Rules Committee has 
suggested an initial salt water 
licensing fee of $1.25 per person. What 
this fee will be next year or in the 
years to come, no one knows; but just 
recently the fresh water fishing 
license was raised by one dollar and is 
now $4.25 for a resident of New York 
State. There are much higher licen
sing fees for commercial fishermen.

From where we stand, and the way 
we look at this bill, it will do absolutely 
no good for the average person. It will 
only provide another measure by 
which you will be taxed and regulated, 
which is what a licensing fee is for. 
The creation of a salt water license 
will provide more jobs for political 
loyalists who will have the express 
purpose of harrassing you, the in
dividual. There are serious side im
plications in that a good portion of 
Long Island's tourist economy is based 
on the availability of free salt water 
fishing. When residents and non
residents alike are subject to 
harassment, the sport becomes less 
attractive. The end result will be, of 
course, that fewer people will fish, and 
our economy will suffer.

We strongly urge everyone, man, 
woman and child, who is interested in 
this sport, to write to Assemblyman 
Perry Duryea (F irs t Assembly 
D istric t), Assemblyman Peter 
Costigan (Second Assembly District), 
Assemblyman Bill Bianchi (Third 
Assembly District) and State Senator 
Leon Giuffreda, requesting that if this 
bill comes up for vote that it be turned 
down. The address is Albany, New 
York. And why not?

P e c o n ic

W e  N e e d  Y o u

There is no question where County 
Executive John Klein stands on the 
issue of Peconic County. He's agin it. 
He sees a unified Suffolk County as a 
strong governmental and political 
base. To him this is far more im
portant that the right of self- 
determination for the people of the 
East End of Long Island. He is entitled 
to his opinion, and at least with him 
you know where you stand.

We also should become fully aware 
of his plans for the East End. This past 
week he announced that he was 
planning on building central offices for 
the Suffolk County Police Department 
at Yaphank. His decision to do this is 
partially based on the fact that he 
hopes some day to see the Suffolk 
County Police Department replace the 
five eastern towns' local police 
departments, a major step in the 
westernization of Eastern Long 
Island.

Those of us who choose to live here 
in the eastern portion of Long Island 
do so because we enjoy the quality of 
life afforded us. We reject ur
banization and the regulations that are 
part of it. We wish to be set apart from 
Suffolk County for the simple reason 
that we know we can control our own 
destiny better than the absentee 
ownership from the West End.

Politicians such as Mr. Klein and 
Assemblyman Duryea have done 
everything they could, both openly and 
through the back rooms, to stop the 
creation of this separate and in
dependent county of the five eastern 
towns and possibly a portion of 
Brookhaven. It has been said that they 
feel a divided county will not give 
them the political strength that they 
need as a stepping-stone to higher 
office. This may be true, but it is of 
little concern to the average resident 
of the East End. What he is concerned 
about is his right to preserve the 
quality of life that keeps him a 
resident of this area.This right is far 
more important than the selfish in
terests of the politician who is looking 
to get ahead. And why not?
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