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G u a rd  D o w n
When the announcem ent the 

Defense Department was going to 
close down the Air National Guard at 
Westhampton was first made, our 
reaction  w as, "So w h a t? "  A fte r  
having lived through the close-down of 
the regular Air Force at the Suffolk 
County A ir Base (and having survived 
it), we had little concern about the A ir 
National Guard being pulled out. We 
had always looked a tth e  A ir Guard, as 
we are sure most residents did, as 
Sunday flyboys of little consequence 
and little bearing on the commuriity.

They're professionals

Last Tuesday we m et w ith  
representatives of the Guard at the 
base, and our opinion was changed. 
Some of the facts they presented are  
absolu te ly  fr ig h te n in g . On the 
economic side, the Guard pointed out 
that they are operating a full squadron 
at this base, the same as was operated 
by the A ir Force, a t one-third the cost 
of the form er Air Force occupants. 
The squadron is made up of all 
volunteer professionals. These men 
are absolutely proficient in their job, 
whether it be maintenance or fighter 
pilot. It is because of this proficiency 
and this professionalism, and the 
elimination of normal m ilitary  red 
tape, they are able to perform the 
same function which costs the Air 
Force two-thirds more to do.

V irtua lly  defenseless

The purpose of the 106th Fighter 
Interceptor Group is to intercept 
missiles and bombers in the event of 
an attack and to fly surveillance
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M a il  R ates  U p
As of M arch  2, the cost of mailing a 

letter went from eight cents to fen 
cents. With it the costs of all other 
classifications of mail were raised. 
This includes Suffolk Life mailing 
costs. Today it costs us between five 
and six cents per copy per week for 
distribution of our newspaper. This 
only covers getting the paper from our 
plant to your home. The total £ost of 
publishing Suffolk Life and making 
sure it arrives in your home ranges 
from fourteen to thirty-one cents per 
copy, depending upon the edition you 
receive and the number of pages in it. 
The advertising portion of Suffolk Life 
pays for itself and provides the profit 
for the company. The news portion is 
paid for by our readers. Every edition 
contains on an average of 35 per cent 
news content made up of photos, 
letters, editorials, news stories and 
reports.

Suffolk Life is sent to every reader 
on a "voluntary-pay" basis. We hope 
you will pay for your subscription each 
year. The annual subscription rate is 
only $3., or a cost of six cents per copy 
to you. This just barely covers the 
distribution costs. All monies received 
for subscriptions are actually used to 
support our News Department. All 
subscriptions were due January 1. 
During the first week of December 
every copy contained a self-addressed 
return envelope which made it con­
venient for our readers to send in their 
annual $3 subscription. Thousands of 
faithful subscribers paid their own 
way by sending in their $3. Others have 
not, and it is to you that we are  
directing this editorial.

What we give you

We give you an awful lot of news­
paper for six cents a week. We give 
you reporters a t town and school board 
meetings acting as watchdogs on your 
behalf. We monitor the happenings of 
the "County Board, State Legislature 
and the Federal government. We 
speak out loudly about the abuses that 
are being perpetrated against the 
average c itizen . We take  strong 
controversial stands in our editorial 
column designed,not to convince you 
one way or another, but to provide the 
impetus for thought and action on your 
part. We publish a Wide open "Letter  
to the Editor" column that allows you 
to w rite your own editorials, unedited, 
as you seiefit. We cover as many social 
and recreational affairs that our 
lim ited dollars and space allow,

coverage of affairs that would never 
be given recognition. We give 
recognition to people at these affairs 
who would never be recognized 
otherwise for the efforts put forth in 
support of their organizations. There 
are a lot of other things we would like 
to do with the news product here at 
Suffolk Life if we had the dollars, but 
we are limited in the paper we can 
publish for you because some people 
feel it is not necessary to send in their 
three dollars.

For the average person

It is hard to put into words how 
important each of these subscriptions 
is. We can fully understand your 
feeling of paying for a paper that you 
might otherwise get for free. In a 
world where there is damn' little for 
nothing, it's good to take advantage of 
the one thing that appears to be ab­
solutely free and without hitches. In 
reality though, the only person you are 
hurting is yourself, because by not 
sending in your personal subscription, 
you are weakening the one paper that 
has been willing, year after year, to 
stand up at bat for you; you are 
weakening the one paper that has gone 
out of its way to give coverage to the 
average person's interests and the 
average person.

We need you

We need your paid subscription to 
continue to be able to bring you a good 
newspaper. Today, won't you, if you 
already haven't, sit down and send 
your check for your 1974 subscription. 
It's only $3...probably one of the 
biggest bargains in America, par­
ticularly when you consider every cent 
of it is returned to you in a better 
newspaper. And why not?

Hi, Dave
I'm paying my own way. Here's my J 
1974 subscription for our newspaper, | 
Suffolk Life.

I I Enclosed $3.00 |
[ | Please l îll me. I'll pay at a later I

date.
I I New subscription.
| | Renewal subscription. I

Area edition wanted---------------------- !
Please make your check or money order payable 

to: SUFFOLK LIFE 

PLEASE PRINT

NAME____________________

ADDRESS_________________

CITY---------------------------------

STATE-----------------------  ZIP

4
Mail to: Suffolk Life, Box 262, Westhampton, N.Y. 11977 J
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Remember when you were a child 
and you couldn't wait to become a 
teenager? All those worries would be 
over and there was nothing but 
sweetness and joy in those much 
anticipated years? We bragged last 
year in our anniversary editorial 
about becoming a teenager. Well, we 
are in the process of completing our 
13th year, and in the newspaper 
business it's just like in real life. The 
problems get bigger, more complex, 
but the joys are increased also. We are  
confident we have a lot of our growing 
pains behind us, and yet a tremendous 
amount of meaningful growth ahead of 

^us. Suffolk Life, because of our 
readers, has become a meaningful 
news force capable of informing and 
creating an arena for public opinion.

Not too big

Today, we are found in over 150,000

A few years back there was a popular movie 
called "The Russians Are Coming". It was a 
satire about the Russians landing in New 
England. This past week, they were out in 
force less than two miles from the sand dunes 

tof Westhampton Beach. Hundreds of boats, 
including motherships manned by thousands 
of people, were right here in the playground of 
the East, taking just about every living thing 
they could scoop up from the Atlantic. As a 
pilot stated, " I flew over this fleet at night, 
and it was impossible for you to tell which was 
the sky without navigational equipment as the 
lights from the ships were as numerous as the 
stars in the sky".

Clean us out
We used to have an asinine regulation that 

kept vacuum cleaner fleets of Russia and 
Poland at least twelve miles off our shore, but 
some idiot in the State Department negotiated 
a new agreement with the Russians that 
allowed them to come a few miles from our 
shore in pursuit of cleaning out and taking all 
the fish they could harvest -- fish that should 
be going to feed American families.

Residents of the United States, particularly 
those on the East Coast that are affected 
directly or indirectly by our seafood economy 
and by the soaring costs at the supermarkets, 
have demanded that our government place a 
200-mile restriction on foreign fishing vessels 
as many other countries have done to protect 
their natural reserves. The administration, 
which appears to be hell bent and determined 
to hand over this country -  lock, stock and 
barrel ~ to the communist world, has not only 
refused to up the lim it to 200 miles, but has 
taken down the barriers of twelve miles.

Handing it over

Why doesn't the administration get it over 
with once and for all and hand over our

Our 13 th A nniversary
homes throughout the eastern portion 
of Long Island. We have become one of 
the largest weekly newspapers in the 
country and yet we still have retained 
the smallness that makes us sensitive 
to people and their needs. Our growth 
has been rather chaotic and has taken 
a tremendous amount of personal 
commitment and tender loving care, 
which has been amply provided by a 
fantastically dedicated staff of loyal, 
suffering Suffolk Lifers. Almost to a 
man, our staff is committed to 
publishing a really great newspaper 
that serves the community. When you 
come right down to it, like any 
newspaper, it's the loyal readership 
and support of the readers, the 
citizens, that makes a newspaper what 
it is. We have encouraged your active 
participation in our paper and hope 
you will continue in the future. We 
have a strong desire to serve and a

fierce desire to be productive. We do 
everything we can within our 
limitations to make every ad produce 
for our accounts, and at the same time 
make each inch of news space 
meaningful to the community.

We've come a long way

As editor and publisher of this 
publication, I find it hard to realize the 
distance we have come in such a short 
period of time. Thanks are in order to 
hundreds of people and, unfortunately, 
space is too limited to mention each by 
name. To all of you who have, each in 
your own way played a part in our 
growth, I send my sincere thanks and 
appreciation. It is hoped that in the 
coming years we will be able to 
develop an even better paper for you 
and, with your continued support, we 
will. And why not?

The Russians A re  H ere

Constitution with a red bow to the Russians 
and at the same time make an agreement to 
send all babies to Russia to be brought up? 
Nixon gave them our bread basket when he 
gave them our wheat. We have given our 
treasury to them in the form of loans and 
outright grants. A total of $168 billion between 
1946 and 1959, has been allocated to foreign 
countries. We have given them our gold by not 
demanding repayment of loans on time or 
interest that has accrued. So why not |ust give 
them the land and the people that inhabit it? 
This would bring peace, and that's all that 
seems to matter -  peace at any cost.

What happened to the pride this country 
once had -  the feeling that we could, and 
would, stand up for our own? Why have we 
become shivering weaklings or fat, com­
placent blobs that will do anything convenient 
and does not cost us our six-pack of beer on 
Saturday night?

What is equally as frightening as the 
Russians taking our food from our mouths, is 
each one of these fishing ships is capable of 
launching atomic missiles. It is a known fact 
some of these ships never put a net in the

water, but are there for the sole purpose of 
surveillance, loaded down with highly 
sophisticated electrical gear capable of 
reading and jamming our radar and raising 
havoc with our much-diluted defense system.

Sold out
The leadership of the United States has sold 

out the American people -  sold them out in­
ternally by allowing shortages to occur, 
scandals and corruption, and externally by 
giving the resources of our country away to 
our enemies -  while at the same time 
dismantling our defense capabilities. Our 
President, our Congressmen and our Senators 
are responsible for this travesty. At least 
some of them can be thrown out of off ice when 
they come up for re-election this November. 
They should be! And why not?

I
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A  D an g e ro u s  Trap

The C onservative P a rty  of New 
Y ork State is being p rim ed  to step in to  
a ve ry  dangerous tra p . We understand 
tha t the leadership o f the  Conservative 
P arty  is ta lk in g  seriously w ith  the 
leadersh ip o f the  Republican P arty  fo r  
a c ro s s -e n d o rs e m e n t o f G o v e rn o r 
W ilson th is  com ing Novem ber.

$

The real motivation

The m o tiva tio n  beh ind-the crea tion  
of th e  C o n s e rv a tiv e  P a r ty  was 
G o v e rn o r R o c k e fe lle r . G o v e rn o r 
R ockefe lle r, a lthough a registered 
Republican and a Republican o f­
ficeho lder, held and perpetuated u lt r a - 
libe ra l v iew sw h ich  m any Republicans 
could not to le ra te . I n desperation they, 
joined by Independents and disen­
cha n ted  D e m o c ra ts , fo rm e d  the  
Conservative P arty  of New York 
State. One o f th e ir p r im a ry  goals was 
to rem ove R ockefe ller fro m  o ffice . 
R ockefe lle r, w ith  his m achine, was 
able to res is t th is  pressure and be re ­
elected on a num ber of occasions.

Little difference

Now th a t R ockefe ller has resigned 
and his successor, M a lco lm  W ilson, 

I  has taken the re ins as G overnor, the re  
is ta lk  am ong the leadership of the 
C onservative P arty  o f g iv ing  him  the 
P a rty 's  endorsem ent. This would be a 
tra ves ty  and a se ll-out of the rank and 
file  C onservative -  th in k in g  people o f 
the State of New Y ork . M alco lm  
W ilson's in it ia l proposals as governor 
have been those of an out and out 
libe ra l. F rom  our observations, we 
can see v e ry  l it t le  d iffe rence  between 
R ockefe lle r and Wilson as fa r as 
philosophies go. W hat some of the 
leadersh ip of the  C onservative P arty  
seems to fa il to see is th a t it  was not 
R ockefe ller's  name tha t the people 
were opposed to, bu t R ockefe ller's  
libe ra l ph ilosophy tha t they could not 
to le ra te . By changing the name, but 
not the philosophy, the  problem  is s till 
im m in e n t and m ust berem oved i f  New 
Y ork  State is ever to re tu rn  to its 
position of greatness.

d id a te s . T h e re  d e f in ite ly  a re  
Republican candidates who should 
have and deserve Conservative en­
d o rs e m e n t, ju s t as th e re  a re  
Republican candidates who deserve 
L ib e ra l P a r ty  e n d o rse m e n t. U n­
fo rtu n a te ly , no m a jo r pa rty  has a hold 
on e ither libera l or conservative 
c a n d id a te s . F o r the  C o n s e rv a tiv e  
P arty  or the L ibe ra l P a rty  to o ffe r 
a c ro s s -th e -b o a rd  e n do rsem en ts  is 
m o ra lly  and p o lit ic a lly  w rong. We had 
a p ra c tica l exam ple of w hat happened 
the last tim e  th is was done. In 
Brookhaven Town the Conservatives, 
then  a fa s t-g ro w in g , e n e rg e tic  
organ iza tion , was sold on the idea of 
endorsing the e n tire  Republican slate, 
and did. The resu lt was successful on 
the surface, as the Conservatives 
ended up w ith a Conservative coun ­
c ilm an , but im m ed ia te ly  we saw a 
ra p id  d e te r io ra t io n  o f the  Con­
servative  m ovem ent w ith in  the town. 
The people who w ere the backbone of 
the C onservative P a rty  no longer had 
fa ith  in Conservative leadership and, 
as a resu lt, the Conservative Party 
stopped grow ing .

Think first

The C onservative p a rty  can be and 
w ill be a v iab le  fo rce  w ith in  the State 
of New Y o rk  if they  continue on th e ir  
own independent and selective cross­
endorsement po licy. If they back a 
libera l Republican fo r G overnor and 
g iv e  b la n k e t e n d o rse m e n t to a ll 

* Republican candidates, we are sure in 
1974 the Conservative P arty  w ill be 
fin is h e d  s ta te w id e . We hope the  
leadership th inks  of th is before they 
act. And w hy not?

A New Town H all

New tow n halls are the rage w ith 
po litic ians this season. Brookhaven 
Town governm ent proposed one fo r  $5 
m illio n . The voters turned it down. 
Southold Town governm ent proposed 
one fo r $800,000. The voters turned it 
down last week. W ith the advent of 
revenue sharing  funds, m any of our 
town governm ents have taken a look 
at the cram ped quarte rs  in w hich they 
are opera ting  and th e ir thoughts have 
turned to g leam ing new bu ild ings in 
which to house governm ent. Un­
fo rtu n a te ly , the ir ideas of grandeur 
have outweighed the pu b lic 's  p rac tica l 
a b ility  to fund these pro jects.

T h e re  is v e ry  l i t t le  a rg u m e n t 
a g a in s t o u r v a r io u s  g o v e rn m e n ts  
developing new housing com plexes fo r 
them selves as long as they are fu n c ­
tiona l, econom ical and not e labora te ly 
expensive. But, fo r some reason our 
governm ents have been re luc tan t to 
o ffe r the voters econom ica l, functiona l 
quarte rs th a t they would buy and 
approve. Instead, they have developed 
w hat they would like to be housed in 
fa r  beyond th e  v o te rs ' d e s ire  to 
finance and, as a resu lt, these pro jects 
go down to defeat, and the chaotic 
housing conditions of our governm ent 
rem ain  as they have been.

Building monuments?

We believe our local governm ents 
w i l l  f in d  th e  v o te rs  re c e p tiv e  to 
creating town hall com plexes tha t 
serve the needs of the town as long as 
they are econom ical and a re  s tripped  
of th e ir  non-functional aesthetics. In a 
discussion w ith  a bu ilde r recently , we 
were com paring the cost of pu tting  up 
a 15,000 square foo t p re fab rica ted  30- 
y e a r - l i fe  b u ild in g , c o m p le te  w ith  
p lu m b in g , h e a tin g  and a ir .  con ­
d ition ing th a t would be adequate to 
serve the town's needs and o ffe r 
c o m fo r t  and fu n c t io n a l ity .  Th is 
bu ild ing could be put up fo r about one- 
th ird  of w h a t the tow n was proposing 
to spend on a b r ic k  and m o rta r 
m onum ent to the present town boardT

Let's be practical

As a ll of us havehad to  become m ore 
p rac tica l, our governm ents are going 
to have to  do the sam e if they w an t to 
get anyth ing  passed. And why not?
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Not across-the-board

In add ition , we have heard th a t th is  
Conservative leadersh ip has discussed 
w ith  the Republican leadership, the 
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f an a c ro s s -th e -b o a rd  
e n d o rs e m e n t o f R e p u b lica n  c a n ­
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W hy G u a ra n te e d  Profits?
U tilit ie s  are m onopolies. U tilitie s  

are p r iva te  businesses. They are the 
only ball gam e in town and, the re fore , 
you c a n n o t ta ke  yo u r bus iness 
elsewhere if you don't like  the q u a lity , 
service , or the p rice . Consumers, a t 
long last, are hopping m ad a t the 
s k y ro c k e t in g  costs o f s e rv ic e s  
provided by these u tilit ie s . L ILC O  
p a r t ic u la r ly  has earned, deserv ing ly , 
the w ra th  of the  consum er w ith its 
*exhorb itan t demand fo r a ra te in ­
crease based upon a decrease in its 
sa les because  th e  co n su m e r 
p a t r io t ic a l ly  re d u ce d  h is  use o f 
e le c tr ic ity .

Minimum profits?

As an en trep reneur, as a ca p ita lis t, 
we are  darned if we can see w hy a 
u t i l i ty  w h ich  is a m onopoly should be 
guaranteed a m in im um  p ro fit any 
m ore than any o th e r free  en terprise. 
On M onday m orn ings when we s ta rt 
our w o rk  w eek, we have no guarantee 
tha t com e S aturday n ig h t when our 
w ork  week ends, we w il l  have a p ro fit .  
The on ly guarantee we have is th a t we 
have a certa in  fixe d  cost th a t can on ly  
go up, and yet we m ust assume the 
risk  th a t our sales w ill be above our 
costs.

Built-in guarantees

U tilit ie s , having to ta l con tro l of the  
m a rke t, not being sub ject to com ­
p e t it iv e  fa c to rs ,  have  a b u il t - in  
guarantee th a t they w ill do " X "  
am ount of d o lla rs  regard less of w ha t 
happened du ring  a p a rtic u la r week. 
They have no fea r th a t no one w ill buy 
because people m ust use the ir ser­
vices. It appears these m onopolies a re  
able to accrue any k ind  of expend itu re  
they w an t w ith in  reason, and pass it on 
to the consum er as leg itim a te  cost; 
then go to th e ir  Public Service Com ­
m ission and demand an increase in 
rates to  cover th is  cost plus boost th e ir 
do lla r p ro fit.

Utility vs. businessman

The whole system  is lud icrous. W ith  
a g uaranteed p ro fit, the m ore  costs the 
u t il i ty  can incu r, the  h igher they can 
push ra tes, and the m ore do lla rs  of 
p ro fit they are able to m ake. In p r iv a te  
business, the on ly w ay  you are  able to 
m ake add itiona l do lla rs  of p ro fit is by 
cu tting  the d iffe ren ce  between the sale

price and the cost o f your opera tion, or 
by going out and increasing sales 
w ithou t increasing expenses. You w ill 
soon be out of business if you push up 
your costs and push up your p rice  
because a com pe tito r w ill find  m ore 
com pe titive  ways of pe rfo rm ing  the 
same operation -- and the pub lic , being 
free to p ick and choose th e ir  supp lie r, 
w ill buy com parable goods fo r the 
least am ount o f money.

Too many hearings?

The P ublic  Service Comm ission 
offers a lm ost no protection to the 
consum er. A le tte r we recently  saw, 
sent by the  PSC to a reader of Suffo lk 
Life who had sent them  an e d ito ria l in 
which we (Suffo lk L ife ) c r it ic ize d  the 
PSC qu ite  severely, revealed an aw fu l 
lot. The w r ite r , G .F . W alsh, Chief 
Consumer Service Section, Power 
D ivision, defends the com m issioners 
(there are fou r) fo r not being at the 
hearing. He states there a re  lite ra lly  
hundreds of hearings every year and 
there is no way the Com m issioners 
cou ld  a tte n d  a ll.  T h is  is w hy  
exam iners prepare reports.

He is am biguous and his hundreds 
could be anywhere from  100 to 900, so 
let's average it a t 500 hearings a year. 
A lthough some hearings are ra the r 
lengthy, m ost are b r ie f and com pleted 
in a num ber o f hours. I f  the re  a re  fou r 
com m issioners who are rea lly  in ­
terested in fin d in g  out w ha t the public 
has on its m ind and if, in fac t, 
there is a leg itim a te  need fo r rate 
increases, it would requ ire  each 
com m issioner to attend 125 hearings a 
year fo r a ll the  hearings to be covered 
by at least one com m issioner.

Bury them ?

We also wonder if the re  are 500 
requests to r hearings each year, 
a re n 't  th e  u t i l i t ie s  m a k in g  an 
exh o rb itan t num ber o f requests fo r 
changes? Is the ir tac tic  to bury the 
PSC under paperw ork, knowing fu ll 
well tha t they can never do justice to 
these hearings?

W e're not g u llib le

M r. Walsh also stated in this le tte r 
tha t the appo in tm ent of the com ­
m issioners is non-po litica l and he 
states a governor (R ocke fe lle r, who 
was a libe ra l R epub lican), appointed a

Dem ocrat as his ju s tifica tio n  fo r them  
being non-po litica l. We wonder if M r. 
Walsh doesn't also believe in Santa 
Claus. We don 't, and not fo r a second 
are we g u llib le  enough to believe th a t 
po litics  do not en te r into the selection 
of com m issioners fo r the PSC and 
other re gu la to ry  agencies w ith in  the 
State.

Look at the facts

It is a fa c t th a t the serv ice  of u tilit ie s  
throughout the state has de terio ra ted, 
rates both fo r e le c tr ic ity  and telephone 
service have skyrocketed , there has 
been one abuse a fte r another th row n 
at the consum er, and it has been like  
ta lk in g  to the w all p ro testing  to the 
PSC. It is a fa c t ou r State Legis la ture 
and the G overnor a re  responsible fo r 
the selection o f m em bers and creation 
of re gu la to ry  agencies th a t are sup­
posed to be there to p ro tect the in ­
terests o f the consumer and to hold 
public u t ilit ie s  in check.

The ultimate weapon

As th ings stand today, if  the State 
Leg is la ture  and the G overnor do not 
have' the courage or the a b ility  to 
appoint people to these positions who 
can and w ill a c t on our behalf, w e a re  
left w ith  our only u ltim a te  weapon, 
and tha t is to th row  out of A lbany its 
present inhab itan ts  and hopefu lly 
replace them w ith  m ore qua lified , 
more courageous people. And why 
not?
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