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Will Cablevision 
Escape Scrutiny?

Cablevision is quickly becoming 
LILCO’s competitor for a utility to hate.

Subscribers to Cablevision are 
becoming vocal in their opposition to its 
incessant rate increases and program­
ming changes. More than 5,000 people, 
primarily from the North Fork, signed a 
petition recently, protesting Cablevision’s 
74% rate hike for basic service, which 
went into effect in March.

The petition demanded that the fed­
eral, state and local governments get 
involved. The federal government, 
through the Federal Communication 
Commission (FCC), is supposed to regu­
late basic and standard television rates. 
The Public Service Commission (PSC) is 
charged with monitoring rate increases 
on a state level. The towns negotiate 
contracts that allow Cablevision to run 
wires over the town’s rights-of-way to ser­
vice homes.

The trouble is, all three governmental 
entities point at each other and say, “it is 
their responsibility, not ours.” The buck­
passing doesn’t stop and consumers 
continue to be abused.

In an attempt to resolve the problem, 
Assemblywoman Pat Acampora tried to 
set up a meeting between local town offi­
cials, delegates from the state PSC and 
representatives of the FCC. She said, 
“let’s stop the finger-pointing, find out 
what the rules and regulations are, and 
who is responsible.”

Town officials jumped at the opportu­
nity. They are getting heat from their con­
stituents. The state PSC said it would 
come. But, lo and behold! the FCC cried 
poverty and said, “we do not have any 
money in our budget to send a represen­
tative.”

That is pure hogwash.
The Long Island Congressional dele­

gation, as well as New York senators 
D ’Amato and Moynihan, should be 
bouncing off the walls in anger. They 
should be threatening to cut the FCC out 
of the budget if it cannot do the basic job 
of regulating what it is there to regulate. 
They should be looking into the FCC to 
find out if someone bought this decision

People Join
The Initiative and Referendum effort 

to put the proposed LILCO-LIPA deal on 
the November ballot is underway after a 
slight delay, but petitions have now been 
printed.

The printing was delayed by a legal 
requirement designed to discourage all 
attempts to use the county’s l&R legisla­
tion. The provision states that the entire 
text of the l&R proposal must appear on 
the cover sheet of each petition. This 
requires paper of a particular size and a 
printer equipped to handle it.

W e have some dedicated and bright 
people working on this effort, and they

or if some politicians are receiving huge 
contributions from the cable industry, 
which could be the cause of this 
malarkey coming out of Washington.

Constituents must flood the offices of 
D’Amato, Moynihan, Forbes, Lazio and 
Ackerman with phone calls and com­
plaints. These officials are elected and if 
they cannot get the FCC to provide rep­
resentation, they do not deserve to be 
reelected. This is a  bread and butter 
issue and they cannot hide from it.

Several years ago, the federal gov­
ernment deregulated cable television. It 
promised that deregulation would lead to 
more competition and lower rates for the 
consumers. This has not happened. In 
fact, just the opposite has occurred.

Part of the solution was the hope that 
satellite technology would offer competi­
tion. Satellite transmission has been 
priced relatively high and lacks any local 
news coverage, a basic right of every 
subscriber. The banning of local news 
shielded Cablevision from direct competi­
tion and made satellite transmission less 
attractive.

Congress should order the FCC to 
mandate that satellite television be 
required to provide local network affilia­
tion with its basic packages.

Remember, federal officials, it is not 
the big things that get you reelected, it’s 
paying attention to the homefront and 
protecting your constituents.

And why not?

Suffolk’s Federal 
Representatives
Alfonse D’Amato - 212-947-7390 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan - 212-661-5150

Congressmen:
Miehael Forbes - 345-9000 
Rick Lazio - 893-9010 
Gary Ackerman - 423-2154

In l&R Fight
overcame this obstacle. So the petitions 
are ready and are being distributed. The 
10 town coordinators are preparing to 
reach out to more than 500 volunteers 
who have been waiting to begin gather­
ing the signatures of those who want the 
deal referendum on the ballot.

W e will announce next week where 
petitions can be found within each town. 
W e invite you to sign a petition at any of 
these locations, and perhaps pick up 
some petitions to join in this grassroots 
effort to have a voice in this important 
matter.

W e will also have instruction sheets
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available on the requirements for gather­
ing petitions and telephone numbers of 
individuals who can answer any ques­
tions you have.

W e hope to gather at least 50,000  
signatures in order to overcome any sig­
nature challenges those who wish to 
silence the public’s voice will undoubted­

l y  make.
This has truly become a people’s 

effort. The amount of support this effort 
has received is amazing. Notary publics 
have volunteered their time to ensure 
petitions are properly notarized. People 
have contacted Suffolk Life to make sure 
they are not overlooked when the peti­
tion signatures are being gathered.

The amount of time already spent on 
this effort and the time that will be need­

ed to reach our goal is significant. Dona­
tions have been offered to pay some of 
the expenses. The dedication in this 
effort is something to behold.

W e believe the politicians felt they 
could run roughshod over the wishes of 
the people in this matter. We believe 
they and LI PA officials thought they 
could buy off the ratepayers with an 
insignificant one-time refund check.

W e think they are wrong. W e think 
the people should have an opportunity to 
tell them so with a November referen­
dum.

What do you think? If you agree, join 
us in this effort to show the politicians 
how wrong they are.

And why not?

The Next War
Energy issues never seem to die. As 

soon as you think they have been put to 
rest, they spring back up and bite once 
again.

There are those who once claimed 
the Shoreham issue is over, but here we 
are being told we have to pay for 
LILCO ’s defunct nuclear plant once 
again.

Some are saying the LILCO  
takeover has been put to bed. They 
claim it is over, it is finished, and we 
might as well just sit back and accept it.

Well, we do not agree; we see the 
war as obviously just beginning. The real 
war will come under the guise of “exit 
fees,” the fees the utilities will want to 
impose on ratepayers who take advan­
tage of self-generation to cut their elec­
trical costs.

The utilities and Wall Street will 
argue that customers must not be 
allowed to escape their grasp for eco­
nomic reasons; that people must forever 
be indebted to the utilities and pay fees

toward their overhead, whether they are 
customers or not.

Utilities will want to charge cus­
tomers who get off the electric service 
grid thousands of dollars in exit fees or 
require them to pay a monthly meter fee 
to cover their share of the debt load and 
the overhead.

Our state legislature must make 
sure this does not happen. It must pass 
tough laws that prohibit the utilities from 
charging customers for leaving the utility.

This is a free enterprise system. If 
customers want to stop buying oil from 
one company, they do not have to pay a 
fee to stop doing business. No customer 
is charged for switching from one tele­
phone company to another. This should 
be the case for electric utilities!

This will be an issue in the Novem­
ber legislative and gubernatorial races. 
Where the politicians stand on this issue 
will tell you who they represent— you, or 
the utilities and Wall Street.

And why not?
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Pinching Taxpayers To Save Nothing
It  is  a lm o s t  a m u s in g  to  s e e  G o v e r n o r  

P a ta k i  a t te m p t in g  to  r e s u r re c t  h im s e lf  a s  a  

f is c a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e  b y  s h a r p ly  c u tt in g  

c lo s e  to  $ 2  b illio n  o u t  o f  th e  s ta te  le g is la ­

t u r e ’s  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  w h ic h  w a s  e a r ­

m a r k e d  fo r  m e m b e r  ite m s  a n d  s p e c ia l  

in te r e s t  p ro g ra m s .

■ W e  s a y  “a t te m p t in g ” to  r e s u r re c t  h im ­

s e lf  b e c a u s e  in  m a k in g  th o s e  c u ts , P a ta k i  

c la im s  h e  is  d o in g  w h a t  h e  w a s  e le c te d  to  

d o — lo o k  o u t  fo r  th e  w e lfa r e  o f  ta x p a y e r s .  

T h a t  is  in d e e d  w h a t  h e  w a s  e le c te d  to  d o ,

C u tt in g  th e  $ 7 4 0  m illio n  in  p ro p o s e d  

s p e n d in g  a n d  th e  $ 8 4 0  m illio n  in  p ro p o s e d  

b o n d  is s u e s  f r o m  th e  s ta te  le g is la tu re ’s  

r e c o m m e n d e d  s p e n d in g  p la n  is  e x p e c te d  

to  s a v e  t h e  ta x p a y e r s  o f  th is  s ta te  a  s ig ­

n if ic a n t  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y .

B u t  th o s e  s a v in g s  a r e  n o th in g  c o m ­

p a r e d  to  th e  e x p e n s e  h e  is r a m m in g  d o w n

th e  th r o a t  o f  e v e r y  L o n g  Is la n d  re s id e n t  

w ith  h is  p r o p o s e d  $ 7 . 8  b illio n  L IL C O -L IP A  

d e a l.

T h r o u g h o u t  th e  L IL C O -L IP A  d e b a te ,  

w h ic h  o ffic ia lly  b e g a n  ju s t  o v e r  a  y e a r  a g o ,  

th e  g o v e r n o r  h a s  c la im e d , “W e  w a n t  to  

s a v e  th e  L o n g  Is la n d  r a te p a y e r s  m o n e y .”

B u t th a t  is th e  e x a c t  o p p o s ite  o f  w h a t  

is  g o in g  to  h a p p e n .  O v e r  th e  n e x t  3 0  

y e a r s ,  L o n g  Is la n d e r s  w ill b e  e x p e c te d  to  

p a y  m o r e  th a n  $ 2 3  b illio n  to  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  

o f  th is  L IL C O  b a ilo u t. T h a t  m e a n s ,  b e fo re  

a n y o n e  p a y s  a n y  e le c tr ic  ra te s  to  L I P A , 

th e  a v e r a g e  r a te p a y e r  w ill h a v e  to  fo rk  

o v e r  a p p r o x im a te ly  $ 7 6 6  a  y e a r — o r  $ 6 3  a  

m o n th — to  p a y  o ff th e s e  b o n d s , a n d  w e  

w ill s till h a v e  th e  h ig h e s t  e le c tr ic  ra te s  in  

th e  c o u n try .

S ta te  a n d  p r iv a te  e n e r g y  g ro u p s  h a v e  

p r e s e n te d  re p o r t  a f te r  re p o r t  d is p u t in g  th e  

p ro je c te d  c u ts  th a t  A lb a n y  a n d  L IR A  o ffi­

c ia ls  a r e  c la im in g . U n d e r  th is  p ro p o s e d

Call For Federal Investigation
If  t h e r e  w a s  e v e r  a  n e e d  fo r  a  fe d e r a l  

in v e s t ig a t io n , it is  o v e r  th e  L IL C O - L IP A  

b a i lo u t .  N e w  Y o rk  h a s  its  o w n  s c a n d a l,  

a n d  P r e s id e n t  C lin to n  a n d  A t to r n e y  G e n ­

e r a l  J a n e t  R e n o  s h o u ld  t a k e  n o tic e  a n d  

o p e n  a n  in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  w h a t  a p p e a r s  

to  b e  p r e d o m in a n t ly  a  c o r ru p t  R e p u b lic a n  

p a r tn e r s h ip .

W e  h a v e  s a id  f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  th a t  

th is  d e a l  w a s  w ir e d  a n d  la w s  w e r e  b e in g  

c ir c u m v e n te d  to  p u s h  it th r o u g h  w ith o u t  

p r o p e r  h e a r in g s .

T h e  W a l l  S t r e e t  J o u rn a l,  in  a  le a d  

f r o n t  p a g e  a r t ic le  la s t  W e d n e s d a y ,  

r e v e a le d  h o w  f e d e r a l  s e c u r ity  la w s  h a v e  

a l le g e d ly  b e e n  v io la te d , ru le s  ig n o re d ,  

a n d  c o n tr ib u t io n s  m a d e  to  e n s u r e  th a t  th e  

b o n d s  w o u ld  b e  o ffe r e d  fo r  s a le .  W ith  th e  

p e r m is s io n  o f  T h e  W a ll  S t r e e t  J o u rn a l,  

t h e  a r t ic le  is  r e p u b lis h e d  o n  p a g e  th r e e  o f  

S u f fo lk  L ife  th is  w e e k .  It is  a  m u s t  re a d .

B a c k  in  t h e  la te  e ig h t ie s , a  ju r y  fo u n d  

L IL C O  g u i l t y  o f  v io la t in g  t h e  R IC O  

s ta tu te s .  T h e  c o m p a n y  w a s  c h a r g e d  w ith  

r a c k e t e e r in g .  T h e  p r o s e c u t io n  p r o v e d  

t h a t  L IL C O  h a d  lie d , d e l ib e r a te ly  m is le a d ­

in g  s ta te  a n d  fe d e r a l  r e g u la to r s  a b o u t  th e  

n e e d  fo r , a n d  t h e  c o s t  o f, S h o r e h a m .

T h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  s ta te  A t to r n e y  

G e n e r a l  D e n n is  V a c c o  h a v e  th e  a u th o r ity  

to  a p p o in t  a  s p e c ia l  in v e s t ig a t io n , b u t  

t h e y  w i l l  n o t .  P a t a k i  a p p e a r s  to  b e  

in v o lv e d  in  th e s e  m is d e e d s ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  

a s k e d  V a c c o  to  in te r c e d e , h e  s h o w e d  u s  

h o w  s u b s e r v ie n t  h e  is  to  th e  g o v e r n o r  b y  

d e c l in in g  to  in v e s t ig a t e  t h e  is s u e  

b e c a u s e  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  to  g o  h e a d  to  

h e a d  w ith  P a ta k i .

U n d e r  s ta te  la w , th e  N e w  Y o rk  S t a te  

C o m m is s io n  o n  In v e s t ig a t io n s  w o u ld  b e  

r e v ie w in g  th is  is s u e  b e c a u s e  it in v o lv e s  

e le c te d  o ff ic ia ls , b u t  t h a t  c o m m is s io n  is  

c o n tr o lle d  b y  t h e  g o v e rn o r .

H e r e  is  t h e  p e r fe c t  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  th e  

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  to  p ro te c t  its  c o n ­

s t itu e n ts  o n  L o n g  Is la n d . T h e  A tto r n e y  

G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a te s  s h o u ld  

a p p o in t  a  s p e c ia l  p r o s e c u to r  to  p u r s u e  a n  

in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  th e  w h o le  L IL C O - L IP A  

d e b a c le ,  a n d  h o w  p o lit ic a l c o n tr ib u t io n s ,

in  a n  a p p a r e n t  v io la t io n  o f  t h e  la w ,  

c le a r e d  th e  w a y  fo r  th is  d e a l.

W e  b e l ie v e  t h a t  m a n y  o f  th e  p la y e r s  

h a v e  c o n s is te n t ly  lie d  to  th e  p u b lic  a n d  

o ffe r e d  c o n f lic t in g  te s t im o n y  to  v a r io u s  

g o v e r n m e n ta l  a g e n c ie s .  T h e  f irs t  q u e s ­

t io n  w e  a s k e d  w a s  “P le a s e  g iv e  u s  a n  

a c c o u n t in g  o f  h o w  m u c h  th e  p u b lic  h a s  

p a id  to w a r d  S h o r e h a m  to  d a t e .” W e  still 

h a v e  r e c e iv e d  n o  a n s w e r  to  t h a t  q u e s ­

t io n .

T h e  p r u d e n t  c o s t  o f  S h o r e h a m  w a s  

$ 2 . 8  b ill io n . A c c o r d in g  to  c a lc u la t io n s  

m a d e  b y  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s tu d ie d  th e  

is s u e , th e  p u b lic  h a s  a lr e a d y  p a id  $ 8 .4  

b illio n , b u t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  g iv e n  p r o p e r  

c r e d it  fo r  it.

T h is  b u y o u t  d e a l  re q u ire s  th e  p u b lic  

to  o n c e  a g a in  p a y  $ 4 .5  b illio n  fo r  L IL C O ’s  

u s e le s s  a s s e t .  If  w e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  p a id  

o v e r  $ 8  b illio n  fo r  a  $ 2 .8  b illio n  a s s e t ,  

h o w  is  it th a t  w e  a r e  n o w  b e in g  c h a r g e d  

a n o th e r  $ 4 .5  b illio n  fo r  it?

R e n o  s h o u ld  a p p o in t  a  s p e c ia l  p r o s e ­

c u to r  to  in v e s t ig a te  t h e  v a r io u s  s ta te ­

m e n ts  m a d e  b y  L IL C O  a n d  L IP A , s p e c if i ­

c a lly  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  o ffe r e d  s u c h  

c o n tra d ic to ry  in fo rm a t io n .

W h a t  w a s  t h e  b a s is  fo r  g r a n t in g  

L IL C O  a  $ 2  b illio n  c a p ita l  g a in s  fo r g iv e ­

n e s s  b y  th e  IR S ?  W h a t  fo r c e s  w e r e  

b r o u g h t  to  b e a r  in  th is  p r iv a te  le t te r  ru lin g  

t h a t  w ill r e q u ir e  e v e r y  m a n , w o m a n  a n d  

c h ild  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  to  c o n tr ib u te  

$ 1 7 .2 5  in  a d d it io n a l f e d e r a l  ta x e s ?

W h y  d id n ’t  F E R C  h o ld  h e a r in g s  o n  

t h e  L IL C O - L IP A  b a ilo u t?  S u c h  h e a r in g s  

m ig h t  h a v e  b ro u g h t  o u t  th e  a n t i -c o m p e t i ­

t io n  n a tu r e  o f  th e  d e a l .  W h o  a r e  t h e  c o n ­

t r ib u to rs  a n d  w h o  a r e  t h e  b e n e f ic ia r ie s  o f  

th e  r e p o r te d  il le g a l c a m p a ig n  c o n tr ib u ­

t io n s ?  W h a t  d id  t h e  re c ip ie n ts  d o  to  w a r ­

r a n t  th e  p a y o ffs ?  W a s  th e  p u b lic  t r u s t  v io ­

la te d ?  A r e  th e  r a te p a y e r s  b e in g  fo r c e d  to  

a s s u m e  o b lig a t io n s  t h a t  a r e  n o t r ig h tfu lly  

th e irs ?

P r e s id e n t  C lin to n  s h o u ld  o r d e r  A tto r ­

n e y  G e n e r a l  R e n o  to  o p e n  th e  f lo o d g a te s  

a n d  le t t h e  tru th  b e  k n o w n .

A n d  w h y  n o t?

p la n , th e  r a te s  w ill d ra s t ic a lly  in c r e a s e  in  

le s s  th a n  th r e e  y e a r s , w ith  a b s o lu te ly  n o  

re g u la t in g  m e c h a n is m  to  p ro te c t  th e  p u b ­

lic.

P a ta k i h a s  c o m p le te ly  ig n o re d  in fo r ­

m a tio n  p r e s e n te d  b y  th e  s ta te  A s s e m b ly  

S ta n d in g  C o m m it te e  o n  E n e rg y , th e  c o u n ­

ty  E n v iro n m e n t ,  E n e r g y  a n d  T r a n s p o r ta ­

t io n  C o m m it te e  a n d  s e v e r a l  p r iv a te  e n e r ­

g y  a n a ly s ts  w h o  h a v e  tr ie d  to  d e m o n s tr a te  

th a t  th e  d e a l s o u n d s  b e t te r  th a n  it a c tu a lly  

is .

A t  firs t, L IP A  o ff ic ia ls  p ro m is e d  a  1 7 %  

r a te  re d u c t io n , th e n  th e y  “g u a r a n te e d ” 

o n ly  1 4 % , th e n  th e y  c la im e d  2 0 %  s a v in g s ,  

a n d  n o w  th e y  a r e  a s s e r t in g  th e  “p o s s ib ili­

ty ” o f  a  2 1 %  ra te  re d u c tio n .

H e ll,  w h y  n o t c la im  a  5 0 %  r a te  r e d u c ­

t io n ?  T h a t  is  w h a t  it w o u ld  t a k e  to  b rin g  

L o n g  Is la n d ’s  r a te  d o w n  to  th e  n a t io n ’s  

a v e r a g e  e n e r g y  ra te  s o  th e  a r e a ’s  m a r k e t  

is  c o m p e t it iv e .

F o u r  y e a r s  a g o , P a ta k i w a s  e le c te d  to  

o ff ic e  p re d o m in a n t ly  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  s u p ­

p o rt h e  r e c e iv e d  fro m  L o n g  Is la n d  v o te rs .

O n c e  e le c te d , h e  w e n t  o n  a  n a tio n a l 

h u n t  fo r  f is c a l c o n s e r v a t iv e s  to  h e lp  h im  

re e l in w h a t  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  a n  u n c o n tro l­

la b le  b u d g e t. H e  c u t jo b s  a n d  b e n e fits , h e  

s la s h e d  p ro g ra m s , h e  to ld  e v e r y o n e  life  

w o u ld  b e  u n c o m fo r ta b le  fo r  a  w h ile , b u t in  

th e  e n d  w e  w o u ld  a ll b e  f r e e  o f  d e b t .

N e w  Y o rk  S ta te  a c tu a lly  h a s  a  fu n d  

s u rp lu s  n o w  b e c a u s e  o f  h is  f is c a l c o n s e r ­

v a t iv e  a p p r o a c h  to  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  a  

b o o m in g  W a ll S t r e e t  e c o n o m y . E v e ry th in g  

a p p e a r e d  to  b e  o n  t ra c k . U n til L IL C O  

d e c id e d  it w a n te d  to  g e t  o u t  o f  th e  e le c tr ic  

b u s in e s s  a n d  m o v e  in to  th e  g a s  b u s in e s s .

A fte r  y e a r s  o f  re je c t in g  a  L IP A  b u y o u t, 

L o n g  Is la n d ’s  o n ly  e le c t r ic  c o m p a n y  

c h a n g e d  c o u rs e  a n d  a g r e e d  to  n e g o t ia te  

a  p a r t ia l b u y o u t. It w a n ts  th e  p u b lic  to  p u r ­

c h a s e  its  a g in g  t ra n s m is s io n  a n d  d is tr ib u ­

t io n  s y s te m .

A fte r  p u b lic ly  c r it ic iz in g  R ic h  K e s s e l  

fo r  b u m b lin g  th e  lib e ra l C u o m o - L IL C O  

d e a l  to  c lo s e  th e  u tility ’s  n o w -d e fu n c t

S h o r e h a m  n u c le a r  p la n t, o u r  f is c a l c o n ­

s e r v a t iv e  g o v e rn o r  th e n  a p p o in te d  K e s s e l  

c h a ir m a n  o f  L IP A  a n d  c h ie f  n e g o t ia to r  fo r  

th is  $ 7 .8  b illio n  L IL C O -L IP A  d e a l.

S in c e  K e s s e l g a v e  a w a y  th e  s to re  th e  

f irs t t im e  o n  th e  C u o m o - L IL C O  d e a l,  w h y  

w o u ld  P a ta k i a p p o in t  h im  to  d o  th e  s a m e  

th in g  a ll o v e r  a g a in ?

P a ta k i h a s  p u t L o n g  Is la n d  in  a  p o s i­

t io n  u n lik e  a n y  o th e r  in  th e  e n t ire  c o u n try . 

C o n  E d is o n  h a s  a g r e e d  to  c u t  its  ra te s  b y  

1 0 % ;  C o n n e c t ic u t ’s  N o r th e a s t  U tilit ie s  h a s  

a g r e e d  to  c u t  its  ra te s  b y  1 0 % ;  s e v e ra l  

o th e r  N e w  Y o rk  S ta te  u tilit ie s  h a v e  a g r e e d  

to  d ra s t ic a lly  r e d u c e  th e ir  e le c tr ic  ra te s ;  

N e w  H a m p s h ir e ,  C a l i fo r n ia  a n d  o th e r  

s ta te s  h a v e  fo r c e d  th e ir  u tilit ie s  to  s ig n ifi­

c a n t ly  c u t  th e ir  ra te s ; b u t L IL C O  w ill c o n ­

t in u e  to  b e n e f i t  f ro m  th e  h ig h e s t  ra te s  in  

th e  c o n t in e n ta l U n ite d  S ta te s , e v e n  if th is  

d e a l  is  c o n s u m m a te d .

W h i le  th e  $ 2 0 0  b illio n  n a t io n a l in d u s ­

try  o f  g e n e r a t in g  a n d  tra n s m it t in g  e le c tr ic ­

ity  is  in th e  m id s t o f  a  c o m p le te  c h a n g e  

f ro m  re g u la t io n  re s tr ic tio n s  to  o p e n  c o m ­

p e tit io n , o u r  f is c a lly  c o n s e r v a t iv e  g o v e rn o r  

is  tw id d lin g  h is  th u m b s  a n d  a llo w in g  h is  

s p o k e s p e o p le  to  to u t  th is  a s  th e  b e s t  p o s ­

s ib le  d e a l b e c a u s e  th e r e  a r e  n o  a lte r n a ­

t iv e s .

B u t th e r e  a r e  a lte r n a t iv e s . T h e  S u ffo lk  

le g is la tu re ’s  C o m m it te e  o n  E n v iro n m e n t ,  

E n e r g y  a n d  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  h a s  a lr e a d y  

m e t  w ith  a  n u m b e r  o f e n e r g y  p ro v id e rs  

in te re s te d  in  o ffe r in g  th e ir  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  

c o u n ty  a n d  to  L o n g  Is la n d  b u s in e s s e s  a n d  

re s id e n ts .

W ill  t h e s e  c o m p e t ito rs  b e  d is c o u r ­

a g e d  fro m  le a v in g  L IP A  d u e  to  th e  h u g e  

e x it  fe e s  c h a r g e d  b y  L IP A , P a ta k i a n d  

c o m p a n y  a n d  th e r e fo r e  u n a b le  to  s e lf -  

g e n e r a te  e le c tr ic ity  a t  a  fra c t io n  o f th e  

c o s t?

A ll th a t  L o n g  Is la n d e r s  w a n t  f ro m  th e ir  

f is c a lly  c o n s e r v a t iv e  g o v e r n o r  is  th e  s a m e  

h o n e s t  c h a n c e  th e y  g a v e  h im  fo u r  y e a r s  

a g o .

A n d  w h y  n o t?

A Day To Rem em ber
T h is  M o n d a y  is  M e m o r ia l  D a y , a  d a y  

s e t  a s id e  to  p a y  h o m a g e  to  th o s e  w h o  

h a v e  d ie d  in  d e fe n s e  o f  th is  c o u n try .

T o  th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t io n ,  th e  d a y  

h o ld s  little  m e a n in g . T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  fo r ­

tu n a te  e n o u g h  n o t  to  h a v e  s e e n  th e ir  

f r ie n d s  a n d  n e ig h b o rs  d r a f te d  a n d  s e n t  o ff  

to  w a r . T h e y  h a v e  n o t e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  

p a in  a n d  g r ie f  w h e n  fa m ily  m e m b e r s  a n d  

f r ie n d s  fa i le d  to  re tu rn . N o r  h a v e  th e y  

b e e n  fo r c e d  to  c o n fro n t  th e  fa c t  o f  th o s e  

th e y  g r e w  u p  w ith  b e in g  s e n t  h o m e , th e ir  

m in d s  d is o r ie n te d , th e ir  b o d ie s  r a v a g e d .

B u t th e y  a ls o  m is s e d  th e  e u p h o r ia  o f  

a ll c it iz e n s  u n ite d  in  a  c o m m o n  c a u s e  a n d  

t h e  s a c r if ic e s  m a d e  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  

r e m a in  f r e e .

T h e  th r e a t  to  A m e r ic a  w a s  v e r y  re a l  

th e n .  L e a d e r s  o f  fo r e ig n  n a t io n s  w ith  

d e lu s io n s  o f  g r a n d e u r  e n v is io n e d  th e ir  

m ilita ry  m a c h in e s  c o n q u e r in g  th e  e n t ire  

w o r ld . P e o p le  o f  a ll c u ltu re s  a n d  re lig io n s  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e c o m e  th e ir  s la v e s , s u b ju ­

g a te d  to  th e ir  w ill.

It  w a s  o n ly  th r o u g h  th e  d a u n t le s s  

c o u r a g e  o f  o u r  v o lu n te e r s  a n d  d r a f te e s  

th a t  A m e r ic a  w a s  a b le  to  w ith s ta n d  th e  

c ris is  a n d  s a v e  th e  w o r ld  f r o m  its e lf .

In  m o s t  c o m m u n it ie s  a c r o s s  L o n g  

Is la n d , v e t e r a n s ’ g r o u p s  w ill h o ld  c e r e ­

m o n ie s  th is  M e m o r ia l  D a y . S o m e  w ill b e  

p r a y e r  s e r v ic e s  a t  c o m m u n i ty  m o n u ­

m e n ts ,  o th e r  c o m m u n i t ie s  w ill  h o ld  

p a r a d e s  a n d  v is it  th e  s ite s  m e m o r ia l iz e d  

to  o u r  A r m e d  F o rc e s .

T a k e  t im e  o u t  o f  y o u r  b u s y  h o lid a y  

s c h e d u le  to  s h o w  y o u r  r e s p e c t  a n d  g r a t i ­

tu d e  b y  a t te n d in g  o n e  o f  t h e s e  c e r e ­

m o n ie s . If  y o u r  p la n s  p ro h ib it  y o u  f ro m  

ta k in g  p a r t , s e t  a s id e  a  m o m e n t  to  a t  le a s t  

r e m e m b e r  th o s e  w h o  fe ll  d e fe n d in g  o u r  

c o u n try  a n d  o u r  f r e e d o m .

T h in k  a b o u t  th e  s a c r if ic e s  th e y  m a d e  

a n d  th e  liv e s  tra g ic a lly  c u t  s h o rt . O f fe r  u p  

a  s p e c ia l p r a y e r  o f  th a n k s  th a t  w e  a r e  n o t  

a t  w a r , a n d  s a y  o n e  fo r  th is  g r e a t  c o u n try  

w e  c a ll h o m e .

A n d  w h y  n o t?
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m W illm otts  &  W h y  N ots
D a v id  J. W illm o tt  S r ., Ed it o r

suIFFOLK HALL OF SHAM E
In m y 3 8  years  of being in this busi­

ness, I h ave  n ever quite felt as  disillu­
s ioned or d isheartened  as I did last T u es ­
d ay  w h en  I w atched  the  Suffolk County  

Legislature  vote  on w hether to  give us, 
the  taxpayers , the  right to vote on the  

L IL C O -L IP A d e a l.
Just a  y ea r ago, with 16  legislators in 

fav o r.an d  tw o abstentions, the  legislature  
m a t ^ ^ d  to put the  question on the  bal­
lot. I f  Was thrown out by the  judicial sys­
tem  on a  technicality. T h e  legislature  
voted again  this year, with 12 in favor and  

six abstentions, to  p lace the issue on the  
N o ve m b er ballot.

D isap p o in tin g ly , C o un ty  

Executive  R obert G affney, in an  
attem pt to get back in G overnor 

P atak i’s good graces, vetoed  the  
m e a s u re . Last yea r, G a ffn ey  
issued a  “certificate of necessity,” 
paving the  w a y  for the  question  

to be on the  ballot. Th is  is the  

sam e  m an w hose cam paign  p lat­
form  th ree  years  ago  relied h ea v ­
ily on the  them e  of stopping the  
L IL C O  bailout.

Through  the  LIPA deal, L IL C O  will not 
only get bailed  out, it will be handsom ely  
rew arded . It stands to gain nearly $ 7  bil­
lion, plus forg iveness of another $ 2  billion 

in capital gains to boot. O n top of that, it 
divests itself of its interest in an upstate  

nuclear pow er plant which nobody w an t­

ed anyw ay, and  gets paid a  fourth tim e for 

the  S h o reh am  albatross.
W ait, it gets  better.
L IL C O  will a lso  continue to profit by 

m anag ing  the  transm ission and  distribu­
tion system  for LIPA. L IL C O  will benefit by 
selling electricity from  that antiquated, 
w ritten-off generating  system  and then  

w alk a w a y  with the  biggest plum of all, the  
em erg ing  gas business on Long Island.

A fter th e  dea l goes through, gas—  

soon expected  to becom e the  biggest 
com petitor to electricity— will substantially  

e a t a w a y  a t LIPA’s revenues.
Th is  dea l has been  100 %  wired from  

W ashington  to A lbany to Suffolk County.
During this entire process, w e  have  

b eco m e m ore and m ore disillusioned with 
our governm ent. It is no longer a  govern ­
m en t of th e  people; it is a  governm ent of 
th e  peop le  w ho  can buy it. O ur future, our 
children ’s future and even  our grandchil­

d re n ’s future has been  m ortgaged away.
T h e  last hope, besides a  peop le ’s ini­

tiative, w as  the  Suffolk C ounty Legisla­
ture. N ow  it has let us dow n. Last T u es ­
d ay ’s vo te  had nothing to do with L IPA  or 

L IL C O . W h a t it had to do with w as  the  
political m ach ine  and how  it totally d isre ­
garded  th e  principles of dem ocracy.

T h e  only issue a t hand w as  w hether  

S u ffo lk  C o u n ty  res id en ts  should  be  
allow ed  to vote  on this critical m atter and  

w h eth er the  public w as allow ed to e x e r­
cise its constitutional rights under our sys­

tem  of dem ocracy.
Leg islators  B inder and  Tonna hid 

behind their a lleged  connection to LIPA

and Brooklyn Union G as , citing conflict of 
interest, and  abstained . But neither LIPA  
nor B U G  w as  the  issue. T h e  only issue  
w as dem ocracy itself— the right of the  
people  to choose, to express  their opin ­
ion.

R epublican  legislators H ack ­
ling, Towle, C aracap p a , Haley,
Tonna and B inder sold out their 
constituents by abstaining.

M ichael 
D ’A ndre, 
w ho  

bragged  
about being

Joseph Caracappa

Bob Gaffney

Michael M. D’Andre

At the  last m inute, he apparently  

called Pow ell and then abstained, which  
is tantam ount to voting “no.” Towle proved  
he obeys John Pow ell, not the  voters in 
his district.

M artin H aley  w as just 
plain arrogant. H e  m ade  
the  lud icrous s ta te m en t  

that not one person who  

had contacted him really

Michael Caracciolo

Fred Towle

the  au th o r  
of the refer­
endum , lost 
his courage  

at the  cru­
cial
m om ent. H e  supposedly had an  

outpatient procedure done and  

w as feeling poorly.
Th is  turned out to be a  cover 

w hen it w as  revealed  that he had  

found the  strength to attend a  
golf outing th e  day  before the vote. If you  
are  strong enough to attend  a  golf outing,

Stephen Hackeling

understood w hat the  vote
w as all about. In effect, his
sta tem ent im plies that his
constituents a re  m orons,

. ,  . that he knows w h at’s good
Alan Binder for them and that he

abstained (a “no” vote) only to save them  
from them selves.

you are  strong enough to show  up and  

vote on this im portant issue.
M urray Barbash rem inded D ’Andre  

on the  first vote  that they  had put their 

lives on the  line to protect dem ocracy and  

our form  of governm ent in W orld W a r II. 
D ’A ndre  m ustered the  courage to do the  
right thing then  and voted  in favor of the  
referendum , but apparently  lost his spine  

this tim e and failed  to show  up.
D ’A ndre is an  old m an. H e  should  

h ave stepped as ide  years  ago. H e  should  

do the  only honorab le  thing left to do and  
resign, now  that he has given up his right 
to represent his constituents. H e  let down  

the  people  w ho put him  in office.
And then  there  is M ichael Caraccio lo , 

who proved to be the  charlatan  everyone  
said he w as. H e, too, turned on the  peo ­
ple in his district. H e  had cast the  dec id ­
ing vote  the  first tim e around, but did an  
about-face  this tim e. M an y  have said in 
the  past that he c a n ’t be trusted, that he is 

not a  m an of his w ord. W ell, he has now  
proved them  right.

Fred Tow le has show n that he fears  

C ounty Republican L ea d er John Powell 
m o re  than  h e  fe a rs  his constituents. 
Tow le had said he would vote  in favo r of 

giving the  people  the  chan ce  to voice  
their opinion on the  N o vem b er ballot.

Joe C aracap p a  is John P ow ell’s c re ­
ation. H e  has consistently carried P o w ­
ell’s w ater and appears  to have learned  
early  in life that you alw ays w alk in lock- 
step with the leader.

And finally, Presiding O fficer S teve  

Hackeling, w ho is said to have abstained  
(a “no” vote) reportedly in return for the  

prom ise of a  judgeship.
D em ocracy took a  terrible beating  

last T u esd ay . O u r e lec te d  officials  
becam e spineless cow ards and would not 
stand up for the people ’s right to express  

their v iew s in a ballot.
T h e  only thing left to 

do, in w hat m ay turn out to 

be nothing m ore than a  

symbolic gesture, is for the  
citizens and ratepayers of 
this county to circulate and  
sign petitions o rdering  

Suffo lk C o un ty  g o ve rn ­
m ent to put this issue on 

the ballot.
Thousands of signa- 

Martin W. Haley tures have a lready been  
gathered. Solicitors have  

reported back that everyone who has  
been asked  to sign the petition has done  
so. This is a  dem ocracy, and w e dem and  
the right to express our opinion.

W e  encourage all residents of Suffolk 
County to sign the petition w hen asked. If 
you would like to do m ore than sign a  

petition, call the C itizens' Advisory Panel 
at 5 3 7 -8 2 8 2  and they will get you peti­
tions to circulate. T h e  only thing keeping  
us, the people, from  being enslaved  is our 
right to petition the  governm ent. Th is  is 
our last chance to m ake  dem ocracy work. 

And w hy not?

You Must Be Ever-Vigilant
I rem em ber w hen a  swim m ing pool 

w as installed at our hom e years  ago. It 
w as an above/be low  ground pool, sur­
rounded by decks that w e re  four fee t off 
the  ground.

O n  top of the  deck, there w as a  
three-foot chainlink fence enclosing the  
entire structure, as well as a  heavy gate  
with a  lock on it. T h e  children w ere  told 

they  could only use the pool w hen w e  
allow ed them  to and under our supervi­
sion. Having done all this, w e  felt quite 

secure.
Not an hour had gone by w hen I 

glanced out the  w indow  and saw  tw o of 
my sons jum p up, grab the  chainlink  

fence, scam per over it and dive into the  
pool in a  flash. N eed less  to say, they  

w ere  out of that pool faster than they  
w en t in, w ell chastised and  probably  

w ound up with reddened behinds.
T h ey  soon got the m essage  they  

w ere  not to go into the  pool without per­
m ission.

A fter d inner that night, as  I sat there  

looking at the  pool and thinking about 
w hat had happened, I realized that no

m atter how  m any precautions w e  take, 

our kids will find a  w ay to outwit us. T h ey  
must be taught, the  rules enforced, that a  

pool is not only a  source of enjoym ent, 
but can pose a  safety hazard  and even  
kill them .

Every y ear w e  read of children tragi­
cally  drow ning in pools. W e  do not 
believe there  is any other w ay  for som e of 
these  traged ies to be avoided than by 
educating our kids and being constantly  
vigilant.

A t the  very least, pools should be  

enclosed, gates locked, and kids scared  

to go into the  pool a rea  without parental 
supervision.

In a  child’s mind, a  pool is just a  place  
for having fun. Children should be m ad e  

fully aw are  of the  dangers and that kids 
can and do die every year. T h ey  should  

understand that the  calm  and seren e  pool 
can also be a  death  trap and they  must 
alw ays have an adult close by w ho can  

help them  if they  get into trouble.

Talk to your kids, scare them  if you  

h ave to, but keep  them  alive.
And w hy not?
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