WEDNESDAY, NOV. 3, 1965

& Willmett's

/ andWh y-Nots

BV DAVID J. WILLMOTT, Editor

TAX PAYERS ARISE

The New York State Regents Advisory Com-
mittee has come up with a five point program de-
signed to rob the taxpayer of his only defense
against rocketing school taxes —to deny him the
right to vote on his school budget. The Advisory
Committee wants all budget decisions to be made
exclusively by the school board. Another point of
their program wants to lengthen the term of a
school board member to three years. If these pro-
posals become a reality we poor taxpayers will
have absolutely no recourse against spiraling
school taxes and irresponsible school board mem-
bers. A lot can happen in three years when a
school board is given free rein in its community.

School taxes, today, average over 45% of the
local tax assessment. We all want our children to
have the best education but realistically this ed-
ucation must be in harmony with the financial
structure of the community. We need good teachers,
administrators, and educational buildings *that
will fulfill the potential of our students. We don’t
need extravagantly designed schools with expen-
sive woodwork, marble inlay, and acres of unused
property that must be maintained. Some of the best
colleges and universities throughout the world are
in the midst of crowded cities and housed in mod-
est structures. Yet our most gifted young men and
women graduate from them enriched and ready to
enhance our civilization.

The Advisory Committee urges larger school
districts which we are against. Many communities
that are geographically adjacent have very differ-
ent socio-economic milieu. Bigger districts do not
reduce school taxes but they do reduce locpl in-
terests in education. Furthermore, sometimes the
large central school is overcrowded. It must ac-
cept any and all pupils. Yet, it cannot enlarge
its facilities when outlying factions are against
new buildings. Bigness and uniformity are quite
often liabilities rather than assets.

A school is a reflection of the community it
derives its pupils from. It’s unthinkable that the
community should have no voice as to what kind
of schools it can afford and want. The United
States has grown and prospered because people
from different communities all over the world con-

buted their particular talents and ingenuity to
( king our Country great. Why is it so popular

odav to abdicate our individuality,
responsibilities? Taxpayers arise, don’t give away
your right to directly control the budget of your
school. And Why Not?
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sirs:

In regard to MWWillmotts and Why-Nots"
October 13th issue of a Longer School Year
Mr. Willmott and the Suffolk Life thinks
its a good idea, because of the saving of
quite a bit of money tax wise, etc. 1 be-
lieve as you say, thatmoneywill be saved
but now here are my arguments against it.

IT they shorten the school life of a
child by one or two years, this means the
child will be turned Iloose at the age of
fifteen or sixteen from High School, 1
thought the unemployment problem was bad
enough now, What happens when-a fifteen
or sixteen year old youngster with a High
School Diploma looks for work. 1 doubt
very much if anyone would hire them at
that age.

Now, the. ones that will attend col-
lege and the percentage is small compared
to the percentage of High School gradu-
ates. They will graduate at the ripe old
age of nineteen or twenty. Where do they
go from there where they haven’t even
reached the age of responsibility which
is still to my knowledge twenty-one.

How about the poor business man in
the resort areas, that depend on the sum-
mer vacation time to make a buck. They
might as well fold up and forget it and
join the welfare rolls. How about people
like myself. 1Tn only forty and I believe
in enjoying life while you can, even if
its only once a year atvacation time. The
old saying is, enjoy life while you can
because you’re too long dead. Most if not
all have to pick vacations according to
seniority, but what’s the use, you can’t
go away for a couple or three weeks and
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WEDNESDAY, NOV. 10, 1965

Willmott’s

/ andWh y-Nots

BY DAVIDJ. WMILLMOTT, Editor

Elecition *65

The 1965 elections are over and we congrat-
ulate all the winners. It was unfortunate that

the Democratic Party in Suffolk was completely
swamped by the Republicans. County Executive
Dennison will have almost an impossible job
working with the GOP Board of Supervisors. If
the Democrats are ever to grow into an effective
second party there must be a terrific shake-up
within their organization. They need leaders to
raise funds, promote cooperation, and to gener-
ate a spirit of optimism. The Democratic Party
in Suffolk must have something to offer the vot-
ers. It must be able to attract progressive, com-
petent workers and candidates.

The current rise of the Conservative Party
demonstrates the need of another political party.
The Republican Party, no matter how strongly
entrenched in our midst, cannot answer all our
political wants. Ironically, the election of Re-
publican John Lindsey in pro-Democratic New
York City, should give hope to the Democrats
and Conservatives of Suffolk. His winning proved
that you can beat a powerful political machine
with an attractive, aggressive candidate, enthus-
iastic workers, and intelligent planning.

Now is the time for the Conservative and
Democratic Parties to start correcting their draw-
backs and to organize for a win in 67. And Wy
Not?

Display your Flag

Veterans Day, tomorrow, November 11th, we
set aside to honor all those who have fought so
valiantly to preserve America and free nations
everywhere. W& must not let the current anti-
American — anti - Viet Nam war demonstrations
iestroy our esteem of our gallant men and women.
Today as we did in World War | and Il, we are
ghting to safeguard man’s freedom and human
lignity. It matters little whether it be Dunkirk or
he Mekong Delta. Let all of us be proud to be
fcericans. Qur President, our Country, and our
ffmed Forces need oijr constant support and en-
couragement to win the Cold War. So let s all
ipeak out for patriotism and hold our heads high
m Veterans Day. Make sure you display your
Anerican Flag if you have one. And Why Not?
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

November 4, 1965

Dear Sir:

The big show is over. The hard-pressed
taxpayer— the Voter can go home---and the
old politicians are back iIn power and will
run the show for the next two years— NON-
STOP!

"Kill the Sales Tax', was the cry of
the hour. Thousands of signatures— in pro-
test of the sales tax— were collected by
our Editors throughout Suffolk County. God
bless them! And what is the situation to-
day, a day after election?

NEWSDAY tells us that former Assembly
Speaker Joseph F. Carlino just said that
"there was never a chance for repeal— the
idea of dropping the tax is ridiculous™.

So spoke Rockefeller®s ’Sonny-boy’.
In other words, We, The Voters, were just
"ridiculous" (or even stupid enough?) be-
lieving in the words of our local politi-
cians--all of them stated clearly that they
were iIn opposition to the Sales Tax and
would do everything in their power to "re-
peal the tax'.

From now on the hard-pressed taxpayer
has to swallow the dictate of Carlino and
will pay the 2% tax— which became a real-
ity a day after the election, and which
proves again the saying of Barnum: There is
a sucker born every minute. In two years
from now 4% sales tax™ will become a real-
ity just as the 2% now became a reality.

Sincerely yours,
Frederick Brotte
Yaphank, N. Y.

Letters con*t on page 21

Suffolk Life

FREE CIRCULATION NEWSPAPER
Publlshed in f our editions weekly. Total Circulation
audited .and verified to be in excess of 35.000
Accepted as aControlled Circulation Publication at Riverhead.

S. W. ADVERTISING SERVICE, INC PUBLISHER
DAVID J. WILLMOTT, EDITOR & ADV* MGR.

NANCY J. WILLMOTT, SOCIAL EDITOR
SHERMAN B. CHACE, SALES MANAGER
HENRY FRANCKE, PHOTOGRAPHER

CAL
Offices at 143 Grlfﬁng Ave RIVERI—EAD NY.

) Responsibility for errors in advertiserments is Ilmted*to
i> the value of the space occupied by the



WEDNESDAY, NOV. 17, 1965

Willmott's
and Why-Mots

BY DAVID J. WILLMOTT,

BLACKMAIL?

The recent struggle between the Government
and the titans of the aluminum industry seems a
far cry from the free enterprise system which has
always been the basis for our successful economy.
Three of the biggest aluminum companies simul-
taneously announced a rise in prices to which Al-
coa Alumnum concurred. Wé thought Anti-trust
laws were supposed to protect the public from
large corporations entering into collusion. An in-
vestigation should be made to find out if the alum
inum companies were violating these laws when
they all went alo with raising prices.
President Johnson far overstepped the boun-
daries of executive power when he threatened to
flood the market with 200,000 tons of alumnum
Such retaliation forced the aluminum companies
to rescind their price rise and dealt another death
blow to our free enterprise system. The Govern
ment financed with our tax money has become our
competitor; a competitor who always has the upper
Jiand and who almost places itself above the laws
~hich business must adhere to. If the Government
had released 200,000 tons of aluminum on the
merket, the aluminum companies would have hed
to stop producing or reduce their prices lower
than the Government’s. What right has the Govern
ment to interfere with private business? Ironically,
our Government leans nore and nore itowards
socialism at a time when the Communist countries
of Europe are admitting that socialism negates
creativity, growth, ambition, etc., and are tuming
nore towards a capitalistic economy.

W hope Congress will be much nore thap
President Johnson’s rubber stamp in the upcoming
legislative session and take acjtion to protect our
free enterprise system against monopolies and the

mushrooming Executive Branch. And Wy Not ?

ALWAYS LOOK A GIFT HORSE
IN' THE MOUTH

Under the Federal Aid Program for pover-
ty stricken children, there will be nore than
$6,000,000 available to Long Island schools.
These monies can go to all districts for special

ucation projects regardless of whether they
pntain poor children or not. Unfortunately, this
6 000,000 will not be given without restrictions.
In orcer to qualify for this aid a school district
must submit a special education project for clear-
ance to the State Education Departrment.

SUFFOLK LIFE
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SUFFOLK LIFE is not so nailve as to be-
lieve that each school system can be self suffi-
cient. However, all of us should realize that any
federal money comes directly from us; that it is
our money to begin with, and that a large part of
each collected dollar financially sustains the
internal revenue department and any services in-
volved in the allocation of our tax rmoney. It is
only through Congress that we, the people, have
taxation with representation but nore and nore of
the government’s functions are being taken over
by the gromng executive branch. As our taxes
grow, so does the federal government, and so does
Its permeation of our private lives.

Most objections to federal aid to education
have been based on fear of federal control in the
classroom. The recent announcement that ithis
$6,000,000 will not be automatic but completely
contingent upon approval of the state education
departrent  shows such fears were justified.

W are confident our local school boards and
administrators can determine how this federal aid
can be best spent without state interference. W
urge all school boards to vigorously object to the

restrictions the Federal government is putting on
this school aid. And Why Not?

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

November 10, 1965
Dear Mr. Willmott:
With the coming of Veterans’ Day near
the public’s momentary patriotic pride is

once again aroused. This yearly >Thank You”
to the countless thousands of individuals,
who have served their country and .given
their lives for itbrings to mind adiscern-
ing fact* Ttfe patriotic pride which once
was readily displayed is now a thing of the
past. This is indeed a sorrowful situation.
It is a pity that people no longer swell

con’'t page 4
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WEDNESDAY, NOV. 24, 1965

SHOPPING SPREE

The progressive retailers of Eastern Long Is-
land and SUFFOLK LIFE are co-sponsoring a gi-
gantic Christmas shopping spree. Each week
SUFFOLK LIFE will hold a drawing for several
hundred dollars worth of gift certificates. To be
eligible for these prizes all you have to do is
print your name and address next to a participating
retailer ad and deposit it in that store or you may
fill out a coupon in the Shopping Spree promotion
ad in this edition and deposit it at one of the par-
ticipating retailer’s stores. You may also enter
the contest as many times as you like by just
leaving your name and address at any of the par-
ticipating shops. You are under absolutely no ob-
ligation to buy in any of these local stores. How-
ever, the merchants do hope you will look around
at all the lovely gift items they have on display.

All our Eastern Long Island shops have a
Wide variety of merchandise in all sizes and col-
ors at comparative prices with any West End
store. Their personnel take a special interest jn
all your needs and all local stores have a liberal
exchange policy on Christmas gifts. Shopping lo-
cally is a pleasure because it’s convenient. Drag-
ging a hundred or more miles round trip is exhaust-
ing and aggravating when winter weather and holi-
day fatigue contribute to hazardous driving condi-
tions.

Don’t~Morget to participate as often as you
like in SUFFOLK LIFE’S Shopping Spree. All the
merchants are looking forward to seeing you this
Christmas season. Remember there’s no obligation;
just an opportunity to win hundreds of dollars of
gift certificates. .

BUILD THAT BRIDGE |

The best news of 1965 is the result of the
Long Island-New England Bridge feasibility stu-
dy. A bridge from the far east North Fork to Con-
necticut will open up our economy with the right
kind of industry, jobs, and opportunity for all. It
will change our dead end status so that we can
be discriminating about the industry that settles
on Eastern Long lIsland. Contrary to the view held
IMopponents to the bridge, it will not destroy and

our countryside. In fact, the bridge can aid
us to grow with proper planning. Good transporta-
tion is a must to industry. Better transportation
attracts better industrial growth and plant and fac-
tory development that will blend and not ruin our
landscape.

SUFFOLK LIFE

SUFFOLK LIFE urges the Nassau-Suffolk
Regional Planning Board and the Suffolk County
Board of Supervisors to endorse the Eastern Long
Island-Connecticut Bridge and to work for its rap-
id construction. And Why Not?

WE GIVE THEE THANKS

We give thee thanks for all our young men who
are fighting in Viet Nam and stationed in other
parts of the world so that the rest of us can enjoy
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Our
thanks and prayers to their wives, parents, child-
ren, and sweethearts who will be without their
loved ones this holiday season.

We give Thee thanks for living in the most pros
perous country in the world where even our poor-?
est have food, lodging, and the opportunity to bet-
er themselves. We give Thee thanks for all our
law enforcement officers, ou” firemen, our doc-
tors, our conscientious leaders, our priests, minis|
ters, rabbis, and any and all who labor to make
life more worthwhile. We give Thee thanks for our
most precious gift of all —Ilife. No matter how im-
perfect, it is still better to exist than never to
have been here at all. And Why Not?

November 18, 1965
Dear Sir:

You’ve headed your editorial column;
"Always look a gift horse in the Mouth™. |
am one who has received the "gift" of your
"paper'” for several months now. | have
been wondering why you consider yourself so
expert in so many Ffields??? Now I see red.
You have hit a low in irresponsibility.

The Federal Government is trying with
all of its might to raise the quality of
education in all parts of the country. Loc-
al school boards have done amarvelous job

over the years. Yet they have not been able
oont” page
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