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Line By Line Vetoes
The Suffolk County Legislature  

caved in to special interest groups 
and voted as a body, to e lim inate  the 
cutbacks that County Executive Peter 
Cohalan proposed in his 1982 budget. 
The budget now com es back to 
Cohalan, who can veto the entire  

S J^ g et or accept the budget as a 
whole but veto items on a line by line 
basis.

We hope he w ill continue to show the 
good sense he had in presenting his 
budget in itia lly . There is a lot of fat, 
waste and duplication in the budget, 
the elim ination of which would help 
stabilize the tax rate. Allowing the 
budget to go without vetoes w ill most 
certa in ly  mean that next year's  taxes 
w ill have to be increased in gigantic  
proportions.

One item that Cohalan had kept his 
hands off is the legislature's own 
operating budget. Most of the budgets 
within the county w ere cut back 10 
percent, but the legislature's own 
operating budget was increased more 
than 10 percent. The legislators 
themselves had an opportunity to cut 
this budget back. They didn't. 
Cohalan has the power to do so and he 
should exercise it. He should take a 
m eat axe to it, chopping it down, 
elim inating  waste and duplication.

The people were serious when they 
elected Cohalan to clean up county 
governm ent. Now it is tim e for 
Cohalan to be serious in carrying  out 
the v o te rs ' m an d a tes  to reduce  
governm ent and taxes. And why not?

Financial Audits Or Policy?
Dupl ication of services is an enemy 

of the taxpayer in that it results 
in needless costs. There a re  many  
e x a m p le s  of d u p lic a tio n  am ong  
v a rio u s  leve ls  and b ran ch es  of 
governm ent. A recent press release 
from  the Office of the Com ptroller 
here in Suffolk County details a 
duplication w ithin the county that is 
both needless an d , in our v ie w , 
politically  m otivated.

A p p a re n tly , C o m p tro lle r  Joseph  
Caputo misses the input he once had 
into decision-m aking m atters when he 
was the county legislative's presiding 
officer. He has now added to the 
activ ities  of his office something 
called an "operational a u d it,"  which 
delves into m atters fa r  removed from  
the financial audits which are  the 
norm al responsibility of the comp­
tro lle r's  office.

A case in point: back in Decem ber 
of 1979, according to Caputo, an 
operational audit was launched "as a 
direct result of the num ber of steadily 
increasing reports of the severity of 
contam ination affecting public and 
p r iv a te  d r in k in g  w e lls  on Long 
Is land." The audit explored the 
Suffolk County D epartm ent of Health  
Services' "efforts  in monitoring and 
controlling pollution of Suffolk's vital 
underground drinking w ater supply," 
Caputo said. The extensive audit 
report "now provides the county

executive and the legislature w ith the 
necessary background inform ation  
from  an independent a rm  of govern­
m ent. It fu rther helps to provide them  
with various complex solutions to 
curb our w ater problem s," Caputo 
said in his press release.

W hy, we wonder, does Caputo deem  
it necessary to delve into w ater 
problems and provide an extensive 
re p o rt w h ich  p rov ides  "v a r io u s  
complex solutions to curb our w ater 
p ro b le m s "?  If ,  as C aputo 's  
operational audit states, the health 
departm ent has been doing a com­
mendable job in this area, all of the 
inform ation his 78-page audit con­
tained should have a lready been 
prepared by that departm ent. Why 
w as it necessary  fo r C aputo to 
duplicate that e ffort ?

Caputo defends his new operational 
audit by stating that it helps verify  the 
propriety of the dollars expended by 
various county departm ents. But who 
w ill verify  the propriety of the dollars 
expended by Caputo's office in per-, 
form ing operational audits, which are  
not w ithin the realm  of his respon­
sibility? Doesn't Caputo have enough 
to do in dealing w ith the financial 
m atters which do fa ll w ithin the 
duties of his office? If not, perhaps 
some budget cutting could be per­
form ed by the county com ptroller in 
his own departm ent. Perhaps the
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county's financial "w atchdog," which 
Caputo prides him self on being, needs 
to clean his own house before he 
wastes tim e and money on trying to 
stick his nose back in policy-making  
m atters where it doesn't belong.

One need not have a long, long 
m em ory to think back to those days 
when Caputo was the leader of the

le g is la tu re , and the c ircus  th a t  
legislative body became. He was, in 
fact, a poor leader, and the root cause 
of m any of the legislature's problems 
in those trying days. Caputo's proven 
talents lie in the field of financial 
m atters, and that is where he should 
stay.

And why not?

Campaign '81 Concluded
It's been a grueling process for 

candidates, politicians, and those of 
us in the media who have brought you 
election coverage since last spring. 
To the candidates, both winners and 
losers, we would like to say a hearty  
thank you for having presented 
yourselves to the voters and run 
cam paigns to the best of your ability . 
We hope that the voters have chosen 
wisely and that those candidates who 
are  winners this morning w ill take  
their responsibility to their fellow  
citizens seriously.

There are several thousand people 
who have contributed much to this 
cam paign. They are the political 
leaders and their workers. Most are  
volunteers who feel strongly about 
ideals or principles. They become 
involved in a cam paign so that they 
can a c tiv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te  in 
dem ocracy. Their contributions are  
enormous, and they are  rea lly  unsung 
heroes.

Those of us in the media who bring

you cam paign coverage do so out of a 
dedication to our profession and a zest 
and desire to see dem ocracy work. It 
is an honor and a privilege to play a 
part in an election, seeking out the 
facts, sorting through the rhetoric and 
reporting our findings to the public.

In retrospect, this year's election 
was difficu lt, for few candidates of­
fered new or im aginative solutions to 
the various problems confronting our 
governm ent. M any candidates had a 
decent grip  on the problems; they 
understood them , but were at a loss 
when asked for solutions. We hope 
that in the years to come, when 
candidates present themselves for 
office, they w ill not only c learly define 
the problems but be able to offer 
im a g in a tiv e , d if fe re n t ideas fo r  
solving them . In just one short year, 
we will be holding an election for 
governor, state legislature, Con i-ess, 
Senate and some local offices. There 
is no rest for the w eary.

And why not?

Picking Up 

Federal Shortfalls
As we all know by now, the Reagan 

adm inistration is cutting back on 
numerous program s. The New York 
State Legislature, when it recon­
vened last week, was confronted 
with a cutback of $80 m illion in 
w elfare aid to the state. The Governor 
recommended elim inating programs 
covered by this funding. In fact, he 
gave  a c e r t if ic a te  of necessity , 
allowing an im m ediate vote on this 
proposal.

The Senate accepted his cutbacks 
by approving his measure, but the 
m easure did not fa re  as well in the 
Assembly.

M etropolitan representatives, who 
have large blocs of w elfare  recipients, 
scream ed bloody m urder. They have 
demanded that the other residents of 
the state pick up federal shortfalls. It 
now appears that residents of New 
York w ill be forced to accept an ad­
ditional $7 m illion in w elfare costs, 
forrnerly paid by the federal govern­
m ent, in a compromise reached 
between the Governor's office and fhe 
Legislature.

Is this just the beginning of what we 
can expect to happen? A re state 
residents going to be expected to pick 
up all the cutbacks in federal funding, 
negating the value and the purpose of 
R eag an 's  cuts in fe d e ra l e x ­
penditures?

New York has had the lushest 
w elfare benefits of any state in the 
n a tio n . These o v e rly  generous  
w elfare benefits have brought the 
state to a point of fiscal insolvency in 
the past. They have also made New 
York a mecca for w elfare recipients 
from  around the nation, putting an 
even m ore disproportionate burden 
on productive state residents, for they 
not only have to take care of their own 
but all those who cam e from  other 
states because our benefits are so 
lucrative.

It does m ake a big difference which 
pocket these funds come out of. The 
federal funds are taken from  all 50 
states. The state's picking up the 
federal governm ent's share means 
these funds w ill now come only from  
New York State taxpayers. We urge 
you to w rite  to your Assemblymen  
and State Senators. Tell them  that if 
cu tbacks  a re  m ade in fe d e ra l 
program s, you do not w ant the state 
picking up what had been the federal 
share. We can't afford it.

Unless your Assemblymen and 
Senators hear from  you in great 
numbers, they w ill give in to the 
special interest power groups who 
cam p on their doors and lobby fu ll­
tim e.

And why not?
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Honoring Gentleman Jim
Each year, the Suffolk County 

C ouncil of Boy Scouts honors a 
distinguished citizen a t a dinner held 
in early  Decem ber. The person 
chosen to receive the Distinguished 
Citizen's A w ard is usually a high 
governm ent o ffic ia l, chairm an  of the 
board or president of a huge Long 
(roOid industry. Those chosen in the 
past have earned this honor. But this 
year's  recipient is probably the best 
choice of a ll. He is J im  Sm ith of West 
Islip.

Jim  is vice-president of the Suffolk 
County Federal Savings and Loan 
Association. But m ore im portant, he 
is the num ber one fundraiser for 
m any Long Island charities. Jim  is 
not only a top businessman but one of 
the finest gentlemen we have en­
countered  in our 20 ye a rs  of 
publishing. Jim  has a knack for 
m aking you feel good about digging 
deeper than you m ay have liked to 
support the charity  he is working for.

Jim  Smith has been the guiding 
force behind fundraising for the 
Suffolk County Scouting m ovem ent as 
well as for Suffolk's Dowling College.

No m atte r how busy Smith m ay be, he 
has alw ays found tim e  to speak to or 
encourage those who have sought his 
advice and his talents.

Smith has made thousands of 
friends and is one of the most 
respected citizens of Suffolk. He 
typifies excellence. A professional in 
his job, he is known by his peers as a 
top-notch banker. As a citizen, he is a 
hum anitarian , alw ays finding tim e to 
aid and help others.

When we look at Sm ith's record of 
a c c o m p lis h m e n ts , w e have to 
wonder how m any thousands of kids 
received the benefits of Scouting, how 
m any Students have completed their 
education because of his efforts?  
When Smith is honored on Dec. 4, we 
hope that as m any people as possible 
w ill be there to pay tribu te  to a man 
who has given above and beyond and 
been an absolute gentlemen while  
doing it.

Suffolk Life salutes the Suffolk 
Council of Boy Scouts on its choice, 
for it has tru ly  chosen the num ber 
one gentleman in Suffolk County. And 
why not?

Good News For Taxpayer
The Brookhaven Town Board last 

week approved a cooperative pur­
chasing agreem ent with BOCES II 
and 11 school districts for the pur­
chase of paper supplies. That's good 
news for the taxpayer because it 
means savings for both the town and 
the school districts, which are  - need 
we rem ind you - supported by the very  
same taxpayers.

Cooperative purchasing to take  
advantage of volum e price savings is 
a subject that has been getting lip 
s e rv ic e  fo r too long. Is lip  Tow n  
started a move in this direction w ith a 
program  that has a lready resulted in 
significant savings. Now Brookhaven 
has joined this commonsense ap­
proach to purchasing, and other 
towns should stop talking and start 
acting, too. Although Brookhaven and 
the school districts w ill, for now, only 
be involved in paper purchases, it is 
anticipated that the program  w ill be 
expanded in the future.

One of the obstacles that has stood 
in the path of such action has been the 
“ pet product" m entality  which too 
often exists w ithin the purchasing 
departm ents of towns and schools. A 
school district building and grounds 
s u p erin ten d en t once to ld  us 
cooperative purchasing would never 
fly  because individual departm ent 
heads preferred specific brand names 
or products. Unless these people can 
prove that the product they prefer is 
fa r superior to another, the ir thinking  
needs to be revised so that price 
becomes a more im portant part of the 
selection process.

Volum e buying is but one aspect of 
the cooperative attitude that needs to 
be developed  betw een our 
m u n ic ip a lit ie s  and our school 
systems. In some areas, the shared 
use - and funding - of athletic facilities  
has led to m uch im p ro ved  
recreational opportunities for the 
residents of those areas. It is the
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height of folly for a town to build a 
recreational field two blocks away  
from  a school field which is unused 
after school hours. There have been 
instances where m unicipalities have 
funded the placem ent of lights at a 
school field so that town programs 
can be conducted at night.

Everyone benefits from  such a 
co o p e ra tiv e  v e n tu re : the schools 
because they have the use of a lighted 
fac ility  without added im pact on the 
school budget; the town because it 
need not build an entire recreational

fac ility , and the taxpayer because 
there is less drain on the pocketbook.

Although there are proven benefits 
in those areas where cooperative 
purchasing and recreational fac ility  
use have been im plem ented, there is 
too much footdragging in too many 
other areas because of provincial 
attitudes. It's tim e  those responsible 
put aside the attitudes that stall 
dollar-saving cooperative program s, 
so that the taxpayers get the best use 
of their tax dollars.

And why not?

Disabled American Veterans. . .

They Paid the Price for Peace!

A B O U T  T H E  A R T IS T : G eorge L. S kypeck , a survivor o f tw o  tours  o f c o m b a t du ty  in V ie tn am , has b eco m e one of 
th e  n a tio n 's  fo re m o s t artis ts  in d e p ic tin g  th e  experiences  o f sold iers in w a r . G rea te st im petus  fo r  S k y p e c k ’s sub ­
je c t m a teria l com es fro m  his personal c o m b a t im press ion s, especia lly  tho se  assoc ia ted  w ith  friends  w o u n d e d , 
k illed  or m iss ing . "M e m o rie s  fo rg ed  in th e  h e a t o f c o m b a t, re fin ed  by th e  pa in  o f w ou n d s , and  sustained  by the  
a lien a tio n  o f our socie ty  can n o t b e  fo rg o tte n ,"  says S kypeck . H is  d is tin ctiv e  c o m b a t a rt has been  d isp layed  ex ­
tens ive ly , in c lud ing  a special e xh ib it in th e  ro tun da  o f th e  U .S . H ouse  o f R epresen ta tives . H e  is c u rren tly  studying  
under a scholarsh ip  a t th e  C orcoran  S cho o l o f A rt, W ash in g to n , D .C . S kypeck  served as a special w a rfa re  advisor 
to  S outh  V ie tn am e se  fo rces  in th e  M e k o n g  D e lta  reg ion  and  la te r as a sen ior in te llig e n c e  o ff ic e r . H e  w as  re leased  
fro m  a c tiv e  du ty  as a cap ta in  and  holds num erous d eco ra tio n s , inc lu d in g  th e  P urp le  H e a rt, A ir  M e d a l and  V ie t­
nam ese  Cross o f G allan try .

They Paid The Price 
For Peace

Veterans Day has become a great 
excuse for a sale. M any state and 
fe d e ra l fa c ilit ie s  a re  closed. 
Christmas Club checks a re  out and 
the gift buying spree has begun. Hold 
it ! !

It's fine to have a sale, but let's 
pause to rem em ber the real meaning 
and purpose of this day. The day 
com m em orates the sacrifices made 
by the citizens of this country from  
the e a r lie s t  re v o lu tio n a ry  tim es  
through the unpopular w ar in V ie t­
nam . It's a day set aside to rem em ber 
the lives that have been lost, the 
broken bodies left to tim e  to mend.

Thank God, we are not at w ar 
today, but there are thousands of 
citizens who are still suffering from  
the wounds inflicted upon their minds 
and their bodies. A whole generation  
of Am erican citizens are w orried, and 
rightfu lly  so, about the effects of 
Agent Orange upon themselves and 
their offspring. This chem ical sub­

stance, used to defoliate the jungles of 
Vietnam , contam inated thousands of 
Am ericans who served in this w ar. It 
is believed to cause cancer and birth  
defects, yet our governm ent has not 
even fu lly recognized its respon­
sibility to the volunteers and those 
who were conscripted to serve.

Our veterans hospitals are in 
deplorable conditions. How soon we 
forget our responsibility to those who 
have served us so gallantly . As Teddy 
Roosevelt said back in 1903, “ A man 
who is good enough to shed his blood 
for his country is good enough to get a 
square deal a fte rw ard s ."

We w h o lly  support the a d ­
m inistration's budget cuts, but we 
hope that in m aking slashes they 
rem em ber to take care of those who 
gave their lives, fheir bodies and their 
minds to keep this country free. It's a 
debt that can never be repaid.

And why not?
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Trading One For The Other
It was recently announced that the 

federal governm ent Is planning to 
open, for lease, the area righ t off Long 
Island for oil exploration and d rilling . 
Offshore oil drilling  up to this point 
has been conducted out beyond the 
B altim ore Canyon, some 70 miles 
offshore. The current plans call for 
leases as close as three m iles off the

original off-shore proposals 
w ere m et with hysteria, fed by the 
e n v iro n m e n ta l d is a s te r a t  Santa  
B arbara , C alif. An accident created a 
spill which contam inated the entire  
coastline. Fisheries w ere ruined, 
w ildfow l w ere killed by the m illions. 
Beaches and m arinas w ere con­
tam inated  and the tourist industry 
ruined for several seasons.

Since the days of Santa B arbara, 
im provem ents have been m ade, but 
we are  still fa r  from  fa ilsafe  oil 
drilling  and exploration operations. 
Our com m ercial fisheries off New  
Jersey, Long Island and New England  
have grown to m am m oth proportions. 
Alm ost every area has seen gigantic  
im provem ents in dock and processing

facilities. Several hundred new ships 
are fishing these waters. Fishing is 
both profitable and a v ita l food source 
for a good portion of A m erica. Since 
we have closed our offshore waters to 
foreign fishing, m any fish stocks have 
been rejuvenated.

All of this could be changed over­
night by a m echanical or human error 
if we allow  oil exploration and drilling  
in the m idst of these fisheries. It's one 
thing if there is an oil spill 70 miles 
from  the beach. It's quite another if it 
is c lo s e ly . There is no question of this 
country's need for Am erican-found  
and - produced oil. But we must weigh 
the advantages of local oil against the 
possibilrty of ruining another whole 
segment of our economy.

Oil rigs three miles from  the beach 
should not be coveted by anyone. Our 
town and county officials must take  
an active interest in this latest leasing 
pro p o sa l. O ur Congressm en and  
Senators should perform  the service  
they w ere elected for and m onitor this 
federal agency to m ake sure that our 
coastline interests are protected.

And why not?

Shoppers Are Winners
You, the readers of Suffolk Life, the 

shoppers in our local stores, w ill be 
big w inners this Christm as. Suffolk 
L ife , in co o p era tio n  w ith  the  
progressive retailers of eastern Long 
Island, is once again sponsoring the 
annual Christm as Shopping Spree. 
This spree was conceived some 18 
years ago by Suffolk Life as a means 
for the retailers to say thank you to 
the ir customers for shopping locally. 
It's  the combined efforts of Suffolk 
Life  and the participating re ta ile r  
organizations.

Each store participating this year 
w ill give aw ay-this week-two top seats 
to the great Ringling Brothers Bar- 
num and Bailey Circus to be held in 
e a r ly  D ecem b er a t  the  Nassau  
Coliseum. To w in, you only have to 
fill out the coupon here in this paper, 
or go to any one of the partic ipating  
stores and fill out a free coupon there.

During the next three weeks, each 
store w ill give a lucky shopper a $10 
gift certificate . The draw ing for these 
certificates w ill be held each week at

the store by which they are  being 
aw arded. All entrants for the circus 
tickets and the g ift certificates w ill 
also be elig ible for the grand prize: a 
stocking full of cash. We expect the 
stocking to contain more than $2,000. 
W h at a C h ris tm a s  p resen t fo r  
anyone!

The retailers participating in this 
promotion are  serious about wanting  
your business. They have stocked 
their shelves in depth, they have 
priced their m erchandise right and, 
most im portant, they are  local people 
with local businesses who w ill give 
you service while selling and service  
a fte r the sale. When you have a 
choice, it alw ays pays to shop and buy 
locally. The money you spend locally 
is in turn spent locally, local jobs are  
created, local services purchased.

The participating m erchants are  
showing their appreciation for your 
year-round patronage by cooperating 
in this promotion. G ive them  the 
extra consideration. Let them  know 
you appreciate their efforts, w hile at
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the same tim e entering the contest, 
m aking yourself eligible for one of the 
many super prizes being offered.

All Too
The Southwest Sewer D istrict was 

created out of panic, panic caused by 
a fe a r  cam p a ig n  developed  by 
g o v e rn m e n t and union o ffic ia ls ,  
banks and the m edia. Residents of the 
Southw est Sew er D is tr ic t  w ere  
subjected to an unethical, high- 
powered publicity cam paign which 
left little  doubt that unless the sewer 
district was approved and created, 
res id en ts  of the a re a  w ould be 
drinking and bathing in sewage. An 
ad just before the vote graphically  
depicted an open toilet and suggested 
that this was where your drinking  
w ater would come from  unless you 
supported this measure. The recent 
p u b lic ity  concern ing  N o rth  Fork  
w ater is rem iniscent of the publicity  
w hich  surrounded  the Southw est 
Sewer D istrict.

During our recent interviews w ith / 
can d id a tes  seeking  p ub lic  o ffice ,' 
many candidates w ere already taking  
sides as to the need for digging up the 
entire  North Fork, or parts of it, for a 
public w ater system. Most candidates 
who supported this concept based 
their thinking upon very loose and 
unscientific inform ation. They had 
been led to very shallow conclusions 
based not so much on facts, but on 
fear. The way a recent hearing was 
publicized in the daily  media left us 
with the impression that if North Fork 
residents continue drinking their well 
w ater, they are condemned to die 
untim ely deaths. There m ay be 
problems w ith the North Fork w ater.

You m ay be the big w inner. You 
have just as much chance as anyone.

And why not?
N.

Similar
There m ay not be. It could be that the 
traces of various chemicals being 
found now are  not so much a new 
condition, but a result of new high- 
technology equipment that can detect 
m in u te  p a rtic le s  th a t the o lder  
equipm ent was not as advanced or 
sensitive enough to detect.

We well rem em ber the swordfish 
m e rc u ry  scare  w hich led to the  
com m ercial sale of swordfish being 
banned in this country. A woman had 
gone on a quack diet which required  
her to eat fish three meals a day for a 
period of three months. She became 
ill, swordfish was decided upon as the 
culprit which contained the m ineral 
m ercury. The ban was imposed and 
rem ained in effect for a couple of 
years. Just prior to its expiration, a 
scientist discovered that the human 
body itself contained thousands of 
times the amount of m ercury that the 
swordfish did.

Before anyone gets in an uproar and 
concludes that we have to dig up the 
North Fork and install a public w ater 
system costing m illions of dollars, let 
us firs t unequivocally determ ine what 
is safe w ater and w hat is not. What 
are the lim its the human body can 
absorb and handle of the various 
chem icals, toxins and poisons found 
in the w ater?

One thing for sure, the financial 
health of North Fork residents could 
not stand a Southwest Sewer D istrict. 
And why not?

\

Readers' Opinion

"It is a mockery"
Dear M r. Willmott:

I must compliment you on your editorial on 
Good Government.

I am enclosing an article about "M r. 
Republican," W. Schwenck which your paper 
never informs us about.

You take great pleasure in bringing ail the 
facts about the failures, etc. of the 
"Dem ocrats," and their failures, but do not 
even mention the "Republicans" who over 
the years have been indicted and convicted 
etc. At this writing headlines in another 
paper, County "Labor Chief indicted for 
Perjury."

It is a mockery and an affront to the in­
telligence to the people of Suffolk to keep 
conniving with these public officials and their 
shady deeds under King John and Peter the 
First.

And why not?
Geo. Gaines

Ed note:
You may have missed some articles. We 

regularly report on Dems., Reps., Cons, and 
independents as they make tim ely news. 
Sorry, no favorites.

"Why should anyone have a car"
Dear Mr. Willmott:

With all the talk of cutting budgets - why 
hasn't some politician or newspaper editor 
started a campaign to eliminate the use of free 
cars for government employees from the 
County Executive, County Clerk, politically- 
appointed deputies and down the line. It is 
amazing to find the employees that "qualify"  
for a county car.

Why should anyone have a car at their 
disposal for transportation from their home to 
place of employment and for their personal use

and abuse? It is absolutely without 
justification for taxpayers to furnish high- 
salaried politicos transportation with the 
price of the car, the insurance, the fuel and 
repairs upkeep. W hat a saving that would 
prove to be in any budget!

Perhaps we should start taking license plate 
numbers, times and locations of government 
cars on the road.
Sincerely,
The Hansens

"Keep up the good work"
\ Dear Mr. Willmott:

You are something! Sent your suggested 
message to Cohalan re: "holding the line" 
excellent "action" device. I wonder how 
many he received. Keep up the good work.

Also can we count on your help to tell Suffolk 
folks about bus transit?
Regards 
Dick Shiebler
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David J. Willmott, Editor

Man of His Word
Over a lifetim e, we have had 

several Presidents who talked tough. 
Now we have a President who is 
tough.

Reagan is a man of his word, and 
again has proved it by vetoing 
Congress's $428 billion stopgap 
fe n c in g  resolution. Congress has 
RL/yed games with most Presidents. 
They wait until the very last moment 
to pass budgets or resolutions, forcing 
the President to approve them or 
cause drastic reactions.

These panic votes have been one of 
the major culprits of runaway in­
flation and huge federal deficits. 
Congress reasons, "What difference 
does it make, a few billion here, a few 
billion there? We'll just crank up the 
printing presses and print more 
worthless paper." The difference, of 
course, is that the consumer's dollar 
is worth less, and the taxpayer pays a 
higher percentage of income in taxes.

Until Monday morning, every 
President in our memory caved in. In

LILCO Folly
In the past two weeks Suffolk Life 

has published a report by a special 
grand jury covering an investigation 
into LILCO's investment in the 
Bokum Ridge Uranium Project. The 
reading of this transcript relates a 
horror story. Although the grand jury 
was thorough, its report left many 
questions unanswered.

In February, 1976 LILCO's 
management made application to the 
PSC, seeking to advance Bokum 
Ridge $15 million as a "security 
deposit." LILCO sought this 
authorization pursuant to Public 
Service Law, Section 107. Although 
processing such an application  
routinely takes an average of six 
months, the Public Service Com­
mission granted approval in what 
amounted to five working days. What 
was so imperative about LILCO's 
application that caused the Public 
Service Commission to act so ex­
pediently? Why didn't the PSC in­
dependently verify the facts per­
taining to this investment? Why 
didn't it call for a public hearing on 
this application, which is routine in a 
m atter of this nature? The

vetoing this spending resolution, 
Reagan ordered the non-essential 
services provided by the federal 
government to be dismantled. He 
means business, thank God.

It's time we had a President in more 
than name only. This country has 
been out of money for years. It has 
been spending the assets of our 
children and our children's children. 
Our government has watered down 
our seniors' savings and ruined 
their plans for retirem ent. The 
government has made it impossible 
for young people to buy a home or 
plan for their children's college 
educatio*n.

As we as individuals learned very 
early in life, we must live within our 
means. Government must do the 
same. Reagan may well turn out to be 
one of the most unpopular Presidents 
we have ever had, but one of the most 
effective, because he acts like a man 
and does what has to be done. And 
why not?

Defies Logic
elimination of a public hearing in this 
case was in stark contrast to normal 
procedure in similar matters of this 
nature.

In granting LILCO's request, the 
PSC stipulated that no more than $15 
million be forwarded to Bokum. Yet 
LILCO's corporate directors, without 
prior notice to the PSC, then ad­
vanced an additional $18 million. It 
wasn't until months later that LILCO 
informed the PSC of this fact, shortly 
before the utility filed an application 
to up the ante to Bokum to $51 million, 
$13 million of which was to be a 
"rollback" of the already advanced 
$18 million, and considered part of the 
new request. Why did the PSC permit 
this to happen without raising a storm 
of protest? Are there no laws to 
prevent the management of a utility 
like LILCO from arrogantly violating 
a PSC ruling? If not, why not?

According to the grand jury report, 
it became apparent in 1977 that 
Bokum Ridge Corporation could not 
live up to its obligations, and that it 
would be impossible to deliver the fuel 
that had been contracted for. At this 
point, LILCO had a total of $15 million

invested in the venture. The only 
thing LILCO's management had to 
show for this investment was a 
flooded mineshaft. In April 1977, the 
principals of Bokum indicated they 
wanted out. LILCO ordered a study 
on the feasibility of taking the cor­
poration over entirely. According to 
the grand jury report, the study 
dissuaded LILCO from even making 
an offer. Why then would the 
management of LILCO continue to 
advance money to Bokum, if it was a 
bad financial venture? Why not cut 
its losses right then?

In June 1978, Bokum was 
technically in default and, due to the 
incomplete state of the mineshaft, 
there was no way it could deliver the 
fuel product. Why didn't LILCO, at 
this point, seize the assets of the 
corporation, as they were allowed to 
do under the original contract, and 
recoup what it could of its original $15 
million investment. What strange 
factors were at play to keep this from 
happening?

The directors of LILCO had 
reputations for being good business 
people. Wouldn't it be considered a 
prudent practice for any business to 
seize the assets and take over the 
corporation if allowed to do so by 
contract, to protect its investment?

Instead of following this course of 
action, LILCO, in August 1978, made 
application to the PSC to invest the 
additional $51 m illion. Without 
protest for the unauthorized advances 
LILCO then admitted making, the 
PSC approved the request, thereby 
giving retroactive approval for the 
advances LILCO's management 
illegally made. Again, this approval 
was made without verification of the 
facts, depending primarily upon the 
representation made by the utility. 
This approval was given in November 
1978.

In January 1980, LILCO's officials 
again sought authorization to in­
crease the amount of the loan. The 
petition was submitted in the late 
afternoon of January 23. The com­
missioners approved this 
authorization on the morning of 
January 24. Analysis of the petition, 
preparation of a staff report, and the

Dear Mr. Willmott:
I earnestly invite your attention to the en­

closed clipping from Reader's Digest, October 
1981, entitled The Great Chicago Money 
Tunnel.

Suffering Long Island taxpayers trapped in 
this miserable sewer situation are not alone. 
In the Chicago area the taxpayers have for 
the better part of a century been saddled with 
the tunnel and Reservoir plan known as; 
TARP or Deep Tunnel and the voters have 
never had a voice.

"Wishes to extend
Dear Mr. Willmott:

The parish of Good Shepherd Church in 
Holbrook wishes to extend its heart felt thanks 
to the Holbrook, Ronkonkoma, and Sayville 
Fire Departments, the many community 
organizations, the surrounding small 
businesses, other Churches in the area and the 
residents of Holbrook for their immediate and 
generous response to our parish following the 
fire on September 25, 1981, which destroyed 
our church.

evaluation of the request and action 
by the PSC commissioners occurred 
literally overnight. This was an 
absolute sham, making the PSC 
nothing more than an echo for LI LCO.

By the end of 1980, the management 
of LILCO had invested, loaned or 
advanced to Bokum Ridge at least $78 
million. That's how much it admitted 
to at that time. How much more have 
they invested that has not yet been 
made public, advances made without 
PSC approval that might be un­
covered in the future LILCO ap­
plications? What was, or still is, the 
strange hold Bokum had over 
LILCO's management? What kind of 
power does LILCO's management 
have over the PSC which causes that 
agency, designed to protect the 
consumer, to cause it to throw all 
caution to the winds, permitting the 
investment of good money after bad?

Thus far, all the management of 
LILCO has to show for its investment 
of millions of dollars is an incomplete, 
flooded mineshaft. Is LILCO  
worried? Hell no! LILCO apparently 
feels if the venture is a failure, or 
adversly affects the utility's finances, 
it need only file an application to the 
PSC seeking another rate increase. 
LILCO's directors have already made 
it painfully clear that they will seek to 
pass along to ratepayers the financial 
impact gf this folly and other 
examples of corporate misman­
agement on their part.

As long as LILCO's directors can 
continue to saddle its ratepayers with 
its lack of managment, poor fiscal 
judgement and bad investments, 
protecting its stockholders from the 
impact of such actions, keeping the 
dividends sent to stockholders high by 
taking them out of the pockets of the 
public, they will continue to do it to 
Long Island.

What can be done to make the PSC 
responsive to the public, rather than 
an echo for the utilities? What can be 
done to prevent LILCO from  
arrogantly ignoring PSC rulings, as 
they have done in the Bokum folly? 
Be sure to read Suffolk Life next week 
for some answers.

And why not?

In 1970 the Metropolitan Sanitary District, 
MSD levied a tax of 23 cents per $100 of 
assessed valuation. The present rate is 74.6 
cents and is expected to reach 80 cents later 
this year.

Too late to lock the stable now, our suc­
cessors are saddled with the sewer incubus for 
generations to come. As Tennyson said "The 
evil that men do lives after them." 
Cordially,
Louis C. Raegner

its heart felt thanks"
The immediate concern demonstrated by 

our neighbors has brought great support to us 
in our time of need. Once again, the priests 
and the parishioners thank all those who 
responded.
Yours very truly,
Rev. Augustine Sheehan,
Pastor
Rev. Patrick J. Boyan, and 
Rev. Joseph SaFraniec
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Readers' Opinion
"Saddled with the incubus"

W
e

d
n

e
s

d
a

y
, N

o
v

e
m

b
e

r 2
5

, 1
9

8
1

 
S

U
F

F
O

L
K

 L
IF

E
 N

E
W

S
P

A
P

E
R

S
 

P
A

G
E

 3


	1104
	1111
	1118
	1125



