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1990: Year of budget fiascoes

The year 1990 will go down in his-
r(y he year of deficit spending

udget crlses poI|t|caI posturing and
tax mcreases |ng|se as sm taxes
and user t should also be
marked as a year of shame for the pol-
iticians who played a part in the fiscal
insanity on virttally all levels of gov-
,&rnment.

N a Surely the bud(get shenanigans in
Washington shouI be recorded as a

rime example of politicians who

now full well how to spend, but not
how to bring that spending under con-
trol. The missed budget deadlines, the
carry-over budget hills to keeB govern
menit gomg and the long debate over

to hit for extra dollars and

much are a prime example of govern
ment gone wrong. These are the same
politicians who go on expensive jun-

kets, paid for both by lobbyists who
benefit through special legislation, and
by the taxpayers. And the same poli-
ticians who™ condone through their
inaction the $150 screwdrivers and
$500 wrenches the government buys
through idiotic spending.

The state level was no better this
Kear The lawmakers hemmed, hawed
ollered and screamed long’ beyond
the budget deadline before agreement
was reached. In the meantime, the tax-
payers were footing the bill for expen-
sive interest payments for the
borrowing the local governments and
school districts_had {0 do in order to
keep -going until state dollars arrived.
w And just Jast week came word that the
state” deficit wall hit some $850,000
and g\llrrte possibly . more, because of
our Albany politicians spend, spend

and spend habits, without regard to
balancmg revenues With expenditures.

d ag a|n srn taxes and user fees
were app to come up with the
extra dollars

Here in Suffolk County, things are
not much better, Sure, Suffolk Coun
Executlve Patrick Halpin and the
county legislators are trying to outdo
each ‘othér in freezing™ taxes. We're
vvaltlng for the other shoe to fall.

Legislators were still in the throes ¢

of trying to revise Halpin’s budget
proposal” late Friday, thus the
impact of their actions are at this writ-
ing uncertain. The early indications
are that the budget proposals bein
flaunted about included elimination o
departments, some spending cuts, and
‘revenue enhancements.” ‘It Is that
last item, the_revenue enhancements,
that raises serious fiscal concern.

Salute to our veterans

There was hope that Veteran’s
Day 1990 would be a time of salute to
our veterans of past conflicts, without
a dark shadow of possible new warfare
hovering over our lives. The Berlin t
Wall, a reminder of a bitter war, came
down, and anger between nations was
subsiding. _Then Saddam Hussein
launched his aggression against Ku-
wait, and the world again hovers on
the brink of battle.

Our troops and those of other
lands now serve in the Persian Gulf
area, poised to do battle against the
invaders of Kuwait, should the call be
sounded. Traglcally, Americans _have
died in accidents in Saudi Arabia, in
aircraft and aboard
ags that fly at half-

crashes of milita
a naval vessel.

mast on Veteran’s Day, November 11

will be in memory of those who served
our country and gave their lives, not
only In_pas confllcts but in the threat
exists today.

While we must remember and
pray for all those who_made the su-
preme sacrifice for their country, we
must also remember all those” who
sernve in our armed forces for the sacri-
fices they make to defend our lan
and its “freedoms. We should not
involve them in_the political view
pomts that take issue with the posi-

ions our. leaders, as Wwe,
unfortunately did with our Vietnam
veterans. They serve our count

all of us, Iin he first line of fense
against the Saddam Husseins of this
world, who would bring their tyranny

An action long overdue

Finally,

proposed new local law_ which

vvould chan e the procedures for the

scheduhng( of public hearrngs held by

unty Legislature has been

roposed Legislator Maxine Postal
D-Amityville).

IT IS not a new proposa
ut one” which Is despe rately
The problem, however, Is tha theNR
posal Is based on common sense,
may doom It to failure in the legislature.

e proposal would require that

ub |c hearings conducted by the legis- 1o
ture be scheduled se rateI from gen
The ive intent

eral meetrn%s
“finds and etermrnes at conducting
public hearings on the same day as legis-
atrve rneetlngs causes such séssions to

rne SO ensgt y, s to discourage the
pub Ic from testifying

A recent example of what this pro-
posal hopes to eliminate is a recent eve-

ning. meeting that Included a pu I|c
hearing on the budget proposa I—ta
folk County Executive Patrlck Ip|n

needecf who

. The end

about 10 other public hearlngs, and the
normal resolutions, With all of the u
roar over the Halpin budget pro

does not take a genlus 0 reaﬁ ze t
budget hearing alone would draw a uge
crowd of angiy folks, county employees
were Peing Impacted,” represénta-
tives of scores Of agencies and organi-

h zatrons who were inCluded in the list of

uts. They were there, enmasse. With
|c ket signs inside and out, a packed
ouse, with hundreds more in the hall-
ways and outside, pleaded, hollereg,
screamed, and with every means avajl-
able to them made 1t knon to the legis-
lators that they Were an unhapp%/ group.
result, with
number of peo le signed up to speak, IS
that the Ieglsl Ive meeting ended
where about 2:30 am. All those
may have been there with a complaint
or concern apart from the budget issue
would have had to be marathonenthusi-
asts to stick around to vaice their views.
This feet alone, many believe, is one

d efforts, and would

to our own land except for the brave
peop_e Who serve.
here is a growing spirit in our
land in recent times, & spirit of con-
cern for those who are involved in the
Desert Shield operation. School chil-
dren, and assorted groups, are striving
we to bring some comfort to those who
endure the heat and sands of the Per-
sian Gulf areas. We applaud those
urge _everyone to
dedicate themselves this Veteran’s
Day to stand shoulder to shoulder in
spirit with those who are poised on
the brink of possible battle.
America is a great nation. The vet-

and erans who have served in the past and

who serve today help keep it so, and
deserve our lové and gratitude.
And why not?

SOme Comimon

reason V\hy the Ieglslators have not held
publlc hedri '(r]% separate from the nor-
mal agenda crowds that turn
out for controver5|a ISSUeS cause many
to leave in disgust, if they bothered tO
come at all, because they have to work
the next day. The legislators can con-
trol the situation by puttin the most
controversial hearings first,
well the crond will thin out bythe ime
some. other |mportant happenings are
scheduled to be taken up.

This newspaper has editorialjzed for
a two-day process-public. hearin on
one day and the general agenda
another—for several 'years, A couple of
ears ago some of the legislators agreed
he proposal was sound,”and
push to bring about this change. \Nnen
Rus came t0 shove, however, nothing

app%e Suffolk Coun islature has
been thetar et of much crificism in the
past, much g reason. Marathon
sessions do nothing to enhance Its
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The legislators, and the county
executive as well, have in the
layed games with the revenue side of
he budget to cover up the impact of
their expendltures The prorectlons for
sales taxes, fine receipts, and a host of
_Ip being
listed later as “shortfalls.” That’s a
nice word to give the impression the
revenues did not come In as antic-
ipated. It is often used to hide the fact
that the shortfalls are nothing more
than over-estimations, too often on
purpose to hide the unbalanced bud-
get until long after it is approved.

We had hoped coun(ty officials
would have put p oI|t|cs aside this year
and worked cooperatlvelg repare
the leanest budget possible. had

called for a budget summlt to bring
the legislators and county executive
togethér .in a cooperativé endeavor.
For a brief time we thought that was
]g_orng to be done but then found out
In’s call for a summit was
throu h selective invitation, himself,
two Democratic legislators’ and two
Republican. That was hardly what we
had in mind. The Halpin *summit”
did. not_materialize when Pre5|d|n
Officer Donald Blydenburgh
wgg a setup,” he said, refused 0
attend

Taxpayers who are shelling out the
dollars for taxes, the extra user fees
and sin_taxes should keep these shena
nigans in mind. It is not yet known if
the federal and state budget follies had
any effect. on yesterdays baIIotln
But there is a year before the coun%/
legislators must face the voters. _[f
indeed they have played games with
the revenues, and do not stop the po-
litical nonsense and start working, to-
gether to produce a lean and efficCient
government, there should be a drastic

shortfall” in their voting totals. It’s
not too early to start planning an Ev-
erybody Out Party.

And why not?

sense!

image, nor are they conducive to good
government. Minds dulled by numerous
Speeches and long hours aré. not sharp
enough to deal with the complex prob-
lemsin our county.

Legislators have confided in the past
that a"number of their legislative peers

[ are not anxious for the c e pro
by Postal to take p do not
want to work that extra day IS t e reason
this proposal

Iven. Thus, the chances o
gecomlng reality are not great.

Keep tuned to this one. Those |
lators who vote against this proposal, |f
It doesn’t get locked in commuttee, will
be delivering a message to you, the vot-
ers, that they are more interested In
busmHeEs as usual rather than doing what
IS rig

Let’s not wait until next Novermber.
Let’s deliver the to our legis-
lators, “Do it right or we’re gonna
fight!”

And why not?
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There, but for the grace of God, go |

Being a member of “The Group”
is a lot of work. A friend who chose
not to be a member once asked, “Why
bother?” Although we rarely hear
from the people we have helped, as
most do not know how to contact us,

have over the years received some
*acknowledgements and comments
about the results of our efforts. A cou-
pie will always be in our minds.

A young couple with four young
children came north seeking work and
d better life The jiusb&nd worked scs-
sonal jobs, putting in as many hours
as possible. In late October, he found
what was promised to be full-time,
vear-round emnlovment He was laid

B8R ThARKSHE B3y,

filipY thP tifir wdh °ii hindSat\;tInmelt_l;sl\
h ;
0 make BRROE RIS §0 pis oit Bifi-
Rer. The burner failed te werk. The
family had no heat, and they were out
ofmone){{ ] ] )
We 'heard of this family s plight
through a neighbor All thA we had to
0 on were the first names of the chil-
ren, their ages and sizes. Because
the¥ came from the south, the
children had no warm clothing.
On Christmas Eve, “The Group”
makes their deliveries. Our last stop

was to these recipients. We went back
and forth searching for the house. Fi-
nally we found a very humble abode
tucked way off the road. The knock on
the door was answered by a very shy
and timid women. She was not expect-
ing us, had no idea we existed. She
was reluctant to speak to us. One of
the women in our group conveyed to
her that we knew of her childrens’
needs and had a few things for their
Christmas, Whth great trepidation, she
Pnahy allowed us into her home.

As brought the gifts of winter
coats, warm pants shirts and sweaters,
{pys and games, all gaily wrapped into
her*home, she was astonished. As we
§Pread|_ the gifts unﬂe_r her humble
smallCedar it from The TS and Fec-2
orated’ witih'ribbons andTtin “foil,“ we

could ncg. he%p but look around at the
sunroundings.

cauliflower crates.

washed, discarded burlap bags.

. QEamnee
CiHdne dndl tdbiBS were made from imagined Christmas morning -would Whe &€ thankful to God that are
Coverings from be for this family.

cussion about the member’s obser-
vation, we went back. By now the
women was in tears, saying that she
had told her children that Santa Claus
could not come. We inquired about
the cold, assuming there was no oil
and learned about the burner. It was
about 15 above zero, and the sun still
had not set. Our funds were
exhausted. The hat was passed one
more time. We called several burner
companies; they were closed.

We finally found the town supervi-
sor in the middle of 3 Christmns pnrty
at town hall. We explained the plight

of the family. The town had a contract

for emergency service. At 11:30 p.m.

th%t bnlght, hheat vxﬁlsd on whhere therﬁ
ofBa egn no eat all during the mont. }tS

ecem
TThe'" next

i morning. fwhile in
churc a warm.,.w er
anear mee redfbmtt

el el

My an

Several months later, we received

heavens had opened up and God had
spread star dust over them, as they
saw the tree with the gaily wrapped
packages underneath it where they
expected to see none.” She spoke of
the children going back to school after
the holidays with warm coats and
clothing. The joy the children found
from the toys and games, since they
had few of their own, was such that
words could not describe.

And Christmas dinner was a feast
they could only have imagined. The
turnily went to bed thut night filled

and stomachs used

tornger were fuH
' | .~ _search out
nurEnd 1 ,ledhim to search

baert]:%ufsl.gdof thin&éoltl)ke this we

bother. ,?nd bézcause there, but fothhe
grace ,pIE%o o.@ c?i%i%%lmll ﬂe

in better circumstances than others,
t™ei their resources,

Although it was plain to seethere was a letter from the women stating thattO'help provide Christmas for those
nomoney, the house was sparkling she and her husband had been ready j

dean, the floors, scrubbed. As we left,
one member of our group noticed that
the oven was on, the door was opened
and the house was cold.

We got a mile down the road and to a heated room, their s i
Their eyes were bright. It Wayq]k\?\l@egather the funds from our-

the lead car stopped. After a

brief clis-

to give up. She went on to say how
that morning had changed their lives.
“As the children came down the
stairs for the first morninc}; in a month
aces shone,

Shame, shame on u

Many are asking, “what happened
Tuesday?” The voters had pledged to
remember in November. They had
said, enough is enough. As we all are
aware, most incumbents were re-

elected, %ome by just a few percentage
points. Shame on"us.

15 pefceht o o1 S 2R GRAETAY
who will govern, and how, during the
next two to four years You may ques-
tion that 15 percent figure, but lets
take a look at the numbers.

Suffolk is indicative of the rest of
the state. In Suffolk County, of all the
people who are eligible to vote, only
60 percent are registered to do so.
Four out of six people who could de-
termine their choice have, by their

One Man,

saidthatWalterHazlitt no assurance that he can name the best thority. It should be filled by a conscien-
person who will serve the people instead

It has been
has a big head.
Walter wants to wear two hats at one
time.

Hazlitt is the executive director of
the political, problem plagued Suffolk
County Water Authority Walter Hazlitt
is also the Republican leader of Brook-

haven Town, He shuld Be ems, the

other, or neither. His head is not big
enough to wear both crowns.

Hazlitt has now claimed unto him-
self the authority to name the fifth
member of the board to replace the for-
mer chairman, Leon Campo, who
abruptly resigned while under fire and
investigation. Hazlitt’s past record gives

Itmustbe truebecause

apathy, decided to disenfranchise
themselves from the privilege of vot-
ing. Of those who were registered to
vote in Tuesday’s election, only half
bothered to cast their ballot. This left

three out of ten citizens to make the
determination. Of those, roughly 16

RS G reuifning candidates.

This means 1.6 out of every ten
People have decided on how much
axes you will pay. On whether abor-
tion should be legal or illegal. What
rules and regulations your life will be
controlled by. That’s sick!

1.6 out of ten Eeople will spend ev-
eiy cent you make from January to

May 24. During these first five
months of the year, no matter where

One Job

of the political empire.

The Suffolk hounty Water Authority
is a state institution. As an authority it
is not answerable directly to the people.

The members of the board of directorsthe members of the authority can
are appointed by the Suffolk Countyabout finding the best qualified, honest, joy or clothmg store
KEgis

you work, no matter how much money
you make, 16 percent of the citizens of
New York will determine where your
salary and earnings shall go. Of
course the kicker is, thgse represent-

tives chgsen by this minute minorit
can decide> aXd probably will tha){

>fu srafe"YouThoSfd WO"k"f%hf.inS
t ou SNoUlU worx ngni into
u We asTwciety have”™no right to
QOmplain if 70 percent of us refused to
be £od c;tizens We =ft ;t UD to the
fewgwho realized the value and the
pOwer of their vote. Theg exercised
that right, their voice has been heard.
For the apathetic remainder, who wili
surely be loud in their complaints,
shame on us.
And why not?

politics, seek out and find the brightest,
Bnost ho(Pest person who is qualified to
e Seate

*

Once the seat has been filled, then

a‘iﬁlﬁ%,ﬁfﬁ%wgﬁmmt be re-fairminded person to be the director.

If Walter is willing to give up his

Hazlitt claims the seat vacated by chairmanship of the Republican party,
Campo is a Brookhaven seat and he has he should put in his resume, just like
the right to fill it. We think the king’s anyone else. If he is the best, he gets the
head has gotten a little swollen from job; if he isn’t, he should enjoy his re-

wearing two hats.

The seat belongs to the people
served by the Suffolk County Water Au-

tirement. It’s time to stop playing poli-

tics with water.
And why not?
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know us personally, they need not say
thank you, they are not beholden to

selves and from the many contributors
who want to share their riches with
others. “The Group’s” volunteers
investigate the circumstances of the
recipients, determine the needs. The

shoppers scour the retail stores and

outlets trying to make every dollar do

two and three times the work. 1his is

ma,® P°ssit>ie by a tew retailers and
if,e.

a 8 substantial éiiscountSG often

at wry substantial,discounts often

A swelter mill has donated some of
. inventnrv A laroe rlenart-
ment store donates"the Dblxes ?and
wrappings.
olunteers gather, wrap, code and
distribute the gifts. The families are
broken down by code, Family A, Fam-
% B, etc. There are no last names
except on a closely guarded master file
so that delivery can be made. Shop-
pers are given a child’s name, Jimmy,
age 8, and a list of sizes. It often be-
comes personal, and often a set of
trains never received as a youth, a
large toy truck, a very special doll, is
added to the list of needs or wants
with an extra donation to buy that
special gift for “my child.”
If you would like to become a
e£mpbgfe of “The GrouE!” we need
ou. Things are tough this year. We
now our funds are going to be
stretched to the maximum limit. Any
contribution is welcomed.
If you are a good shopper, we need

setyou. If you are a retailer, especially a

please hel

RrielU ol Ame0es e o 'i”%&

year.
If you know of a family in such a
circumstance, please let us know,
We’ll try to help as many in real need
as we can-
.You maY contact “The Group” by

WHHRGeR INBS, VW altpp  BoX 16
And why not?
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Priorities, the name of the game

No one can be all things to all peo-
ple. Yet, this is exactly what our gov-
ernments, from the school boards
through the United States Govern-
ment, have tried to be. The result is
chaos, attention paid to the squeakiest
wheel until loud squeals come along.

Our elected officials, whether they
beV~'imbers of school boards or the
Confess of the United States, must
develop a stringent set of priorities for
themselves and their constituents. A
set of priorities based upon what is
good for the majority. They must
clearly define these priorities and es-
tablish goals to fulfill the aspirations
of the priorities.

These priorities should be bud-
geted for in a proper manner. Then,
and only then, if they have money left

over, should the government entities
look to offer and fund secondary prio-
rities, in their order of importance and
service to the majority.

An example of a lack of priorities
are our school districts. The basic pur-
pose of our schools and the obligation
of the school board is to provide
ade?uate facilities which offer a cur-
riculum that has the objective to teach
all students to be competent readers
and logical thinkers who can perform
normal math functions; to teach and
instruct the students, all students,
about the world they live in, its his-
tory and how to function in society;
an understanding of the sciences and
the arts.

Unfortunately, because schools
boards have allowed their directions

Reaping tax dollars

The 21si Century Environmental
Bond Act, which was rejected by vot-
ers at the polls recently, was heralded
as the salvation of the environment, a
needed tool to preserve land and wa-
ter. Without it, we were told, the envi-
ronment is virtually doomed.

Comments from the avid environ-
mentalists of our times since that de-
feat have targeted on the lack of
sensibleness of the voters for ignoring
our environmental needs, and hurting
their own pocketbooks because the
bond issue included some funds for
capping landfills and recycling
programs. However, just as there was
in the bond issue proposal, there are
some hidden dollars that linger, even
in defeat, which should be kept out of
the hands of the free spending poli-
ticians.

The bond issue proposal included
some new taxes which were designed
to create a bond issue debt service
fund to cover the debt service costs of
the proposal. Those taxes included a
two cent container tax on nonrefillable
beverage containers, and a ten cents
per gallon tax on beer. These taxes
were designed to raise an estimated
$117 million each year to cover the
debt service costs.

Well, since the bond issue went
down to defeat, there will be no debt
service costs. So what happens to the
money raised by the new taxes?
According to the proposal, all sums re-
maining in the 21st Century Environ-
mental Quality Bond debt service
fund “...which are not needed for pay-
ment of the annual debt service for
the current fiscal year on bonds and
notes...” will go into the general fund
of the state.

Hold on now! The people of the
State of New York are being hit with
extra taxes to pay the debt service for
a bond issue the people, through their
votes, said they didn’t want. There-
fore, there are only two possible ways
to deal with the taxes collected. The
first, and most preferable, should be
the return of these dollars to the pub-
lic directI%/ by rescinding the added
taxes. If the money isn’t needed, and
it isn’t for the bond issue debt service

fund, it shouldn’t be collected.

Or, and this is a proposal made by
Assemblyman Thomas Barraga (R-
West Islip), the $117 million should
go into a Dedicated Environmental
Fund. Set up on a matching fund basis
with municipalities, this amount could
swell to $234 million per year which
could be earmarked for dealing with
the solid waste management problems
state-wide, including capping landfills,
which are being closed under the guise
of environmental benefit, composting
and recycling programs. In this fa-
shion, the people would get their
dollars back indirectIK in helping off-
set costs they would have to shoulder
through property taxes.

There should be widespread sup-
port for the Dedicated Environmental
Fund, from the governor down to the
environmentalists who campaigned
for the bond issue. The governor spent
most of his campaign exhorting the
virtues of the bond issue, claiming it
was vitally needed to protect our
environment. If the governor seeks to
grab the $117 million for the general
fund, it will be very clear the only
environment he is truly concerned
about is his own political environ-
ment. One in which he can slip extra
dollars to hide poor Fiscal manage-
ment.

Environmentalists who stron%Iy
supported the bond issue should ra I?/
around the Barraga proposal as well.
They should strongly oppose the di-
version of these dollars specifically
specified for environmental benefit,
into the general fund where they will
be used to offset wanton and wasteful
spending habits.

Barraga reports he will prepare leg-
islation which would be filed at the
forthcoming special session. We would
advise our Suffolk legislative dele-
gation on both sides of the political
aisle to join Barraga in this effort.
Theirtposition on this issue will clearly
identify them as representatives of the
people, OR, as free-spending poli-
ticians who dip into the taxpayers’
pockets under false pretenses.

And why not?

to be scattered, we offer our students a
whole host of options and electives
that may appeal to those interested,
but graduate classes of children who
are functionally illiterate.

The current menu of electives
drives up the cost of education beyond
what the majority of taxpayers can
afford. We spend money we don’t
have, and we buy everything but what
we should. It’s the same in our towns,
our state and federal government. All
branches of government are in deep
trouble.

There are no priorities. We are
spending each way to Sunday and, as
a result, the taxpayers, the voters and
the citizens fail to see the accomplish-
ments of government. The shot?un ap-
proach to spending has led to
enormous tax increases which now

Don't kill

There is a move afoot to increase
tuition at community and state col-
leges operated under the SUNY sys-
tem. Tuition currently is $1,350 per
semester, an incredible bargain in a
day and age where some colleges are
charging $5,000 and $10,000 per se-
mester.

The SUNY sYStem provides the
op]portumty for all state residents to
offer their children a college edu-
cation. Its fees are within reach ofjust
about any family or student who seri-
ously wants a college education. It
particularly puts a college education
within the reach of middle and upper
middle class families which, because
of their income, are not eligible for
most of the grants and scholarships
that are geared towards lower income
families. This puts these families in
the predicament of earning too much
to receive assistance, but not enough
to pay private college tuitions.

The SUNY systems attract some
of the best students from around the

Wednesday, November 21,1990
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must be halted because the economy
has slowed down, and the taxpayers’
ability to pay has been exhausted.

Setting priorities takes political
guts and courage. Those left out of the
first round will squeal like stuck pi?(s,
round up the troops and lobby like
mad. Elected officials have to stand
up to this kind of pressure. It’s diffi-
cult, but it is a lot easier in this
environment of a down-turned econ-
omy and an exhausted taxpayer.

Prioritize government and we
have a chance of bailing ourselves out
of the mess we have made of it. Fail-
ure to do so will require a meat axe
and the good will end up going with
the bad. There is still time to do the
right, common sense thing. Let’s get
on with it now!

And why not?

‘. etusbe
Thankful”

the goose

state and from around the world. The
complaint has been made that because
of the tuition structure and because of
the quality of education offered on
SUNY campuses, our state schools
have become a magnet for foreign stu-
dents. These foreign students should
pay the total cost of their education
and tuition rates should be adjusted to
reflect these costs.

SUNY tuition rates for New York
State residents should, and probably
can, be raised. Most students and their
families who help them can probably
afford a 10 to 30 percent increase.
SUNY tuitions have not been raised
for almost a decade because Governor
Cuomo has opposed any increases.

Catch-up time is here, as costs
have accelerated. But increases in tu-
ition for state residents should be flat
and not based upon a formula that
will eliminate the ability of middle
class and upper middle class students
to attend these schools.

And why not?
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David J. Willmott, Editor

Governor Cuomo finally has
found the courage to take on the bank-
rupting state spending. Reeling from a
drastically reduced plurality against
less than formidable opponents In the
recent election, Cuomo has, finally,
come face to face with the disastrous
financial condition of New York
St<Qu

ithough Cuomo and the legis-
lature used every gimmick in the
books, and raised various taxes, to
balance this year’s budget, New York
State government will spend a billion
dollars more than it will take in during
1990-"91.

New York State Comptroller Ned

Regan, as well as ex-Republican candi-
date Pierre Rinfret, predicted that
state expenditures in 1991-'92 will be
$5 billion more than those for the
1990-’91 budget, about 10 percent of
the budget total, if spending is not
checked now.

Cuomo declared after the election
that the voters won’t take any more,
they can’t afford to take any more,
state spending must be cut back. He
recommended across-the-board cuts.
He specifically zeroed in on local, mu-
nicipal and school aid. These are hard
times that call for tough decisions by
elected officials with courage and con-
viction.

WWaming to School

Suffolk  County school boards
should be paying particular attention
to the state government in these days
of fiscal crisis. Governor Mario
Cuomo has, with his recent recom-
mendations for school aid cuts, made
it known educational dollars will be
hard to come by in the months ahead.
State Education Commissioner
Thomas Sobol said recently that the
challenge in the days ahead is going to
be to “hold on to the dollars we have
rather than hope for more.” Belt tight-
ening must begin now!

School boards traditionally looked
to the state to fund 35 to 50 percent of
school spending. If is estimated that
the state is facing an $800 to $900
million shortfall In revenues during
the 1990-1991 budget. It is projected
that the state will be short an esti-
mated $5 billion in 1992 if spending is
kept at the current level.

Most one-shot revenue shifting
measures have been used up. The
economy is softening, tax revenues

I tl t-

As was clearly demonstrated in
this past November’s election, the
New York State Republican party is
ineffective and barely exists. By a slim
margin of 30,000 votes, the Repub-
lican gubernatorial candidate retained
Row B for the Republicans. If just 15,-
000 of those votes had switched and
gone for London, the Republicans
would have been relegated to Row C,
something that has never happened in
the State of New York.

The Republicans have lacked
effective leadership for almost a dec-
ade and a half. Not one Republican
leader has been able to put together a
Republican organization that was
meaningful or well financed since the
days of Nelson Rockefeller. The party
has been virtually bankrupt and, as a
result, has not been able to either seek
out qualified candidates or offer the
financing and the organization to run
campaigns for state-wide offices.

They have not even been able to
provide funds to cover transportation

from all sources are expected to fall
from now through 1993-1994. School
districts have had a habit of going to
Albany crying for more, not to ease
the tax burden but to offset addi-
tional, and far too often wasteful,
spending.

But those days are over. The state
must cut its spending, and education
is not sacrosanct. The cuts recently

roposed in education are just the
eginning.

School boards must face this real-
ity and prepare contingency plans for
restricting the non-mandatory curric-
ulum offered. Classes, where possible,
should be consolidated. Programs
non-essential to core education should
be considered for elimination. Schools
that can be consolidated, must be. Ev-
ery school ‘board should develop a pri-
ority list of educational offerings.
They should look at the courses re-
quired to be provided so a student
meg/ graduate with a Regents Diploma
and be eligible for college. They

During Cuomo’s administration,
spending by the state has almost
doubled. It now must be cut back, and
everyone who has had their head in
the trough must share the burden. Part
of the state aid local municipalities
and school districts have enjoyed has
been accompanied by increases in
state mandates, programs and ser-
vices, rules and regulations. The fund-
ing for these programs, in part or
whole, has been through municipal
and state educational aid. Since the
state intends to severely cut back on
this aid, not even fulfilling the
amounts the state pledged for this
year, it is incumbent upon the state to

Boards

should then prioritize the other elec-
tive curriculum offerings according to
those subjects and courses most
needed by the majority of the students
to enhance and enrich the core educa-
tional requirements, and to vocatio-
nally prepare those not college bound.

School boards must take a very
cold, hard and realistic look at the
staff and administration of the school.
In many instances pupil enrollment
has decreased, but administrative
staffing was gone up. Ten years ago,
most districts had twice the student
enrollment and less than 50 percent of
the current administrators we have
now. Why?

Every school board must realize
we are going to be forced back to ba-
sics and prepare a plan to meet the
expected shortfall in state aid and real
estate taxes. The message has been
sounded long and loud, and rang out
again in last week’s elections.No more
taxes. We have to use what we have
today more wisely, more efficiently.

And why not?

Now cut the mandates, too!

eliminate the mandates they’ve placed
on local governments and school dis-
tricts.

With the removal of the mandates,
the districts then will be in a position
to eliminate these mandates or con-
tinue with the programs as an elective,
funded by the local taxpayers. With-
out the elimination of these mandates,
the cutbacks in state aid will be noth-
ing more than raw transfer of taxing
obligations to the local municipalities,
which will have to place the burden on
property taxes.

For years, school districts have
claimed that the vast majority of their
expenditures are mandated by the
state. They have pointed to programs
in schools dealing with social services,
health and the handicapped. County
and town governments have taken up
the cry and point out that as much as
25 percent of their budget is the result
of costly mandates ordered upon them
by the governor and the state legis-
lature. They must now be eliminated
and our local governments must be al-
lowed to provide the services the com-
munities want and can afford.
Anything less is a sham and political
deception.

It’s obvious, with the economy the
shape it is in, with the state going
bankrupt, we cannot afford all that we
have had in the past. As we, the cit-
izens of New York State, have seen
our economic fortunes change, we
have been realistic enough to make al-
terations in our habits. We have
changed our eating, our living and our
spending habits. Our government
must do the same, and state govern-
ment, which has imposed these costly
mandates, must eliminate these re-
quirements to allow local government,
which is closest to the people, to gov-
ern effectively and efficiently.

No one in Albany knows better
what the local people want, need and
can afford than the local officials.
Let’s give them the power to be effec-
tive and efficient.

And why not?

or a new Republican party

costs for the candidates so that they
could campaign state-wide. Dollars
have not been there for advertising,
promotion or even the building of
staff that was needed.

This year, the state organization
hit a new low when they selected
Pierre Rinfret as their candidate. He
was nominated to run for governor,
then it was discovered he wasn’t even
a registered Republican. He was
promised a war chest and, because it
was not there, he ended up fighting
with Republicans more than he fought
with Cuomo. If Rinfret didn’t do any-
thing else, he has made those who call
themselves  Republicans  painfull
aware of the disarray of the Republi-
can party.

Locally, John Cochrane, who has
served for the last two years as care-
taker county chairman, announced to
his organization that he was resigning.
During the past two years, Cochrane
was able to stop some of the disastrous
infighting amongst local Republicans.

He has a number of victories to his
credit, and he leaves a winner. How-
ever, he leaves the county Republican
organization in debt and without an
heir apparent.

The vacancy in the county lead-
ership has the old political hacks chaf-
ing at the bit. They want to get their
greedy little hands on the chair-
manship. One of the front runners is
Tom Neppel, who is in hot pursuit of
the crown. Neppel, out of Brook-
haven, is in the insurance business
and has been enriched many times
over through his political connections
in obtaining municipal insurance con-
tracts without bid. The most notorious

Y example is his own Brookhaven Town.

Town Supervisor Henrietta Acam-
pora, while running for her first term
in office, pledged that she was going to
put Brookhaven’s insurance out to
bid. It never haﬁpened. Neppel’s
strangle hold over her was so strong
that even this fiesty woman feared giv-
ing the reaper his due.

Neppel, typical of the yuppie greed

that permeated the eighties, is not sat-
isfied and now wants the county as his
oyster. Neppel is symbolic of what is
wrong with the Republican party. It’s
not what’s in it for the party, it’s
what’s in it for me.

The Republican party, if it is ever
to be a viable party again, must rid
itself of these leeches and go forth and
find a new breed of people who put
service above self. The Republican
party desperately needs people of
principle, courage and conviction.
People who are willing to organize,
sacrifice and rebuild the party from
the ground up. New leaders of prin-
ciple and vision must be found to
head the town, the county and the
state organizations.

This should be the era of the new
Republican party. If the party fails to
do it, they will abdicate their position
of trust to the Democrats and the
Conservatives. People who espouse
the Republican philosophy will be left
to wallow in the wasteland.

And why not?
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