The children’s best Interests

A mother of a student, a taxpayer
of the Connetquot School District
called last week and frantically asked
if we would address the children of
this district.

_ The district’s teachers have been
in negotiations with the school board
ow”the terms of a new contract.
Il ad of these negotiations being
confined to management and labor,

the children, the students of Connet- ¢

quot, were brought into the negotiat-
ing process as pawns. This is wrong.
The teachers, who are supposed to be
?rofessmnals, should be reprimanded
orII %ome of the stunts they have
pulled.

Coaches who are paid not only as
teachers but for coaching duties
threatened to quit as coaches, now
that the season has begun, unless the
teachers’ demands were met. Accord-
ing to some students, some teachers
have threatened to scuttle the senior
prom. The teachers have taken their
negotiations into the classroom and,
other students claim, are not really
teaching. . They were, reportedly,
involved in a slow down.

Last week, 300 students were al-
lowed to leave the building, in fact,
the CParent claimed, they were encour-
aged to leave the bwldlnqb They went
to the board of education building and
protested the board’s refusal to give
in. We think that the students, instead

of allowing themselves to be used as
pawns, should understand what is
going on.

The teachers were demanding
wage increases of 85 percent, plus
Excellence in Teaching funds given by
the state, plus usual increments. They
wanted even more enriched benefits.

~ The _avera7ge teacher’s salary in this
district is $47,531. On top of this, the
istrict pays approximately 35 percent
more in benefits, bringing the average
cost of a teacher to over $64,000 per

ear. Teachers work 180 days per year
%/ contract, while your parents work
at least *240 or moré days. This means
that the district pays the average tea-
cher $375 per day.” By contract, their
classroom day i5 approximately six
hours and 30 minutes, or 5 clasSes of
42 minutes each. The balance of the
time is used for lunch, prep work and
other non-teaching activities. The cost
to the district per classroom_hour
taught is about $60 per hour. This is
what teachers are currently receiving;
they want more.

_ The  average per capita family
income in the Connetquot School Dis-
trict, according to available National
Plannln% Data statistics, IS approxi-
mately $39,099 per year. This is the
combined income of the husband, the
wife and any other family member
who may be working. Thé norm on
Long Island is people work 40 hours

per week, 48 weeks a year, for a total
of 1920 hours. Most people on Long
Island make under $15 per hour, the
great majority under $10, and do not
receive anywhere near the benefits
those in education do. Yes, there are
doctors and lawyers, some business
people, and othér professionals who
make a great deal more. But the

are
not the only ones being asked to fi-
nance the cost of education. Everyone

in the community pays for education.
One of the main” sources of funds for
education comes from the people who
own homes and properties. More than
60 percent of the real estate taxes goes
to pay educational assessments.

. As you have seen throughout your
neighborhoods, there are “For Sale”
signs on every street. The mlzgjorlsté’:1 of
folks who have put up the “For Sale”
signs have not lDut their homes Uﬁ by
choice. The real estate taxes they have
been burdened with have become too

reat for them to carry. Instead of
Ighting, they are leaving, giving up
families, friends, jobs and the way of
life they prefer.

The cost of education over the last
ten %/ears has skyrocketed even as stu-
denf populations have declined.
Instead of taking advantage of the re-
duction in the number of students to
be educated, the administrators, the
school boards and the teacher unions
have reduced class sizes and expanded

Privatize the infirmary

We have disagreed with County
Executive Patrick™ Halpin on many
issues in the_past, particularly on the
cost of running our government. But
we cannot disagree with Halpin, in
fact, we support his concept, to priva-
tize the county infirmary.

_ The infirmary is a very old, dilap-
idated structure to which we send the
elderly and infirm who have no mon-
etary resources, to spend the last days
of their life. The staff is, for the most
part dedicated, loving and caring,
whose _ efforts are hampered by the
condition of the facility.

Private, nonprofit organizations
enerally of re |%|ous _sponsorship
oth Christian and Jewish have ex-
pressed interest in operating this fa-
cility, building a new, up-to-date
modern structure, and operating it on
a not for profit basis. The county
would continue to place their charges
in this institution, and would pay a
fee to the operating organization.

Studies have indicated the fee
would be less than the cost to the
county of operating the mﬂrmarg.
The “quality of care would be
improved immensely
staff would be retained. It appears
that this proposal is a win-win situa-
tion. Better care and service to the
residents, less cost to the taxpayers.

The county legislature is trying to
force Halpin™ into building a new
county faC|I|tY. The cost of a new in-
firmary would add greatly to our

. The dedicated zsset

bonded_indebtedness, and the cost of

caring for the residents would accele-
Eat% _asdaddltlonal staff would have to
e hired.

We suspect that those legislators
who_ are trying to force this move are
putting the interest of the unions,
who want control of the workers, over
the best interests of the residents. We
suspect that some politicians want the
benefits of political ~contributions
from the public works contractors

Give her

The feasibility study on converting
the Shoreham nuclear power plant to a
natural gas generating _facility is in.
The verdict is that it is feasible, it’s
doable and, in the end, it would be
economical. o

This should be a fitting end for the
Long Island tragedy of Shoreham,
converting the investment we have
been forced to make twice into an

et.

Natural gas makes sense as there is
an abundance of the fuel here in the
United States and the proposed Iro-
quois pipeline should "bring in an
adequate  supply from Canada.
L.I.P.A._has the authority to make the
conversion and should” The sooner

who see this as another grand oppor-
tunity to dig into the Suffolk County
taxpayers’ pockets.

Halpin should pull out all stops.
The Iegtl)slators who are up to no good
should back down. The only consider-
ation should be that which is in the
best interests of the people the infir-
mary is designed to serve. Cant we
leave politics and financial greed out
of an issue that deserves compassion?

And why not?

the gas

the guts of the nuclear reactor can be
ripped out of Shoreham, the better
Long Islanders will feel. Conversion to
natural gas would make use of the gen-
erating and transmission facilities at
Shoreham and give the people some
return on their investment. Elimi-
nation of the nuclear source for power
would give them a safer future.

A gas conversion of Shoreham,
along with meaningful conservation
measures, could alleviate our power
roblem for decades to come. It’s time
or the talk to stop and the action to
begin.

And why not?
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the number of programs being offered.
This was done in most instances to
preserve jobs.

Most of us are guilty of feelin
that all the money that we can affor
to invest in education was a good deal.
This has not proven to be true. Too
many students on Long Island cannot
perform basic math calculations. An
astounding number cannot read on a
high school level. e, as your parents,

our elders, have failed you. WWe have
aken the easy road. We have thrown
money at the problem without holding
those ‘who are responsible for the dis-
tribution of this ‘money accountable
for the productivity of the investment.

The teachers who are the main
beneficiaries have gotten used to re-
ceiving wage increases far above what

our Mom and Dad and the other
olks on your block are able to earn.
They now want more, and are using
the "kids to win their argument. The
school board is recognizing the error
of its past ways. It also recognizes the
inability of more and more people
within ‘the community to absorb in-
creased taxes. The board realizes that
if it gives in to the teachers’ demands
and the taxes on your homes are in-
creased to pay for it, Mom will have
to feed you more macaroni and less
meat. Put off the visit to the doctor,
drive the car a little longer on unsafe
tires, and by hundreds of other ways
they will try’to get by.

They also realize that giving the
teachers _more money will not nec-
essarily improve the quality of edu-
cation” you receive. One more child
will not learn the basic concepts of
math or_comprehend the words they
are reading because the teacher sala-
ries are raised.

There was a day and an age on
Long Island when feachers were un-
derpaid. There was a time teachers
taught more for love and dedication
than financial reward. We don’t want
to see teachers ever become second-
class citizens again. But by the same
token, they have to realize that raises
should beearned, not simply granted.
The average raise within the district
should not exceed the average increase
in income within the district, in other
words, inflation. That each area has
an ability to pay that must be re-
spected.

Students, it’s the school board that
needs your support, and your parents
who need your loyalty. Don’t allow
yourself t0 be “swayed by the
Statements and actions oOf your teach-
ers when it comes to their Salary nego-
tiations. They are there to éducate
you, not_use’you to satisfy their de-
mands. Put yourself in the shoes of
your parents—emember in a few short
years you will be out on your own and
responsible for the bills."Don’t expect
your parents to dig deeper into their
own pockets to meet the demands of
the teachers. Put yourself in their posi-
tion. How much of your allowance, or
the money you make in part-time jobs
are you willing to give to the teachers?
Would you be so willing to protest for
'g]ﬁl)r demands if you were footing the

il

And why not?
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| f not, speak up!

Can you take any more?

Long Island residents, homeown-
ers, are reeling under the weight of
real estate taxes. The “For Sale™ signs
areffle; by the dozens. The citizens are
in iwellion. Too many can’t take any-

more.
The plight of Long Islanders was
lost on the governor and the state leg-
islature who decided they could, after
all, carry more. The governor raised
taxes on a whole host of new items
and increased taxes on_such neces-
sities as eleqtrlu_t&/, coil and ges.
Saddam Hussein did his part with the
invasion of Kuwait. Gas jJumped from
$1to $1.50 per gallon, and even more.
Fuel o1l went from just over 60 cents a
allon to $1.35. You can hear the
acks of the citizens creaking and

breaking under this burden,

Where is the money going to come
from? Salaries alreadykept down by a
weak econom%/ cant be raised. The
moans of the taxpayer were overshad-
owed by the demands of the special
interest” groups, the bureaucrats and
the bureaucracy. )

_ President Bush, read his phony
lips, announced with Democratic and
epublican legislators a whole round
of new taxes on the federal level. The
have been met with an uproar whic
should become a rebellion. The tax-
payers cannot pay any more. Govern-
meént must be cut back. The federal
government is a slush bucket of
wasted billions, ]
You can do your part by calling

Politics or leadersh

Suffolk County Executive Patrick
Halpin has called tor a budget summit
meeting among county officials to dis-
cuss the possibility of changes in his
ﬂoposed $1.3 billion budget for 1991.

e has asked members of the Suffolk
County Legislature to join with him in
an effort to share views on how the
budget can be modified to reach a
consensus of agreement.

~According to Halpin, members of
his financial staff, those of the Legis-
lature’s Budget Review Office, and
County Comptroller Joseph Caputo
would be on hand during the summit
to offer their financial expertise in the
review of the spending plan, and pos-
sible changes in its figures.

Since the proposal for a budget
summit was first aired in this space
several weeks ago, we obviously think
such a gathering 1s a very good idea.
We said on September 12'that if “Hal-
pin was truly concerned about the
coun%y’s plight, he would have done
the followming; First he would have
called a special meeting of the legis-
lators, all the legislators, both Repub-
licans and Democrats. And then he

would have said something like this: p

‘We have a serious financial problem
in this county. Our costs are escalating
above the ability of the Reople to pay,
and we must work together to find so-
lutions. Let’s put politics aside; let’s
ut our heads together and work as a
eam to resolve this problem.” ” Well,
Halpin has now done exactly that.

We offer the same words today to
members of the Suffolk County Légis-
lature, most es eC|aII%/ Presiding Offi-
cer Donald Blydenbul
rejected Halpin®s invitation to the
summit gathering. Blydenburgh’s ac-
tion is a disappointment. We had be-
?ur] to believe that while the
egislature is far from being a model of

rgh, who has Wh

overnmental efficiency, under Bly-
enburgh’s leadership 1t is less of a
funny farm than it has been in the
ast, and the presudgng office has not
een as politically tainted as it was un-
der other presiding officers.

_Until now. Blydenburgh’s reject-
ion is not based on any desire t0 do
what is best for the people, it is based
on what he feels are past rebuffs from
Halpin, and politics, pure and simple.

According to a_ Blydenburgh
spokesperson, the presiding officeris
upset because invitations offered to

alpin to sit in on legislative budget
hearings were ignored by the county
executive. “He didnt Come to my

meetings and now I’'m not going to go
to his,” is an attitude that might sat-
isfy Blydenburgh’s feelings. But it

won’t do anything to develop a work-
able budget that will offer tax relief for
the public and human services for
those who need them.

Blydenburgh has been quoted as
saylntl:lz “Now that he’s shown his
inability to prepare a budget docu-
ment, it’s up to us to do the responsi-
ble thing.” That’s politics. It’s easy to
lame Halpin for all the budget “ills,
and that is what the Republicans are
trgéng to do as an early start to the
1t 1 campaign. But it’sS hardly accu-
rate.

Sure, Halpin has not shown him-
self to be a financial genius. His bud-
et estimates have turned out
rastically wrong in some instances.
And he has been the target of an out-
pouring of criticism, much of it justly
deserved. But give us a break, Don!
en did the members of the Suffolk
County Leqislature start doing “the re-
_srpon3| le thing” in budget matters?
he budget totals are not the sole re-
sponsibility of Patrick Halpin. The
legislature; time and again over the

and writing your congressmen and
senators. eir addresses and tele-
phone numbers are:

Hoch-

Congressman  George
brueckner, 1008 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515, 516-689-6767

Congressman Thomas J.Downey,
Room 2232, Rayburn House OfficCe
Buildin Washington,
D.C.,20515,516-661-8777

Congressman Robert J. Mrazek-
,Room 306, Cannon House Office
Building,Washington, D.C,
20515,516-673-6500

The senators are D’Amato and

1ol

years, has been driving the cost of
government sky high with giveaway
contracts, special interest programs,
ﬁatronage plums and excess sta mg. It
as often been said that if three
women with babies appear before the
legislature demanding a program or a
project, the legislators will cave in.
And when it comes to overestimatin

revenue figures to soften the impact o
their spending habits, the legislators
take a back seat to no one.

The budget cuts and the layoffs
threatened today are the product of
those _spendlng[ habits. We warned
back in 1983 that an ultra-lucrative
CSEA contract which legislators first
rejected, then folded under pressure
and approved, would result in a tre-
mendous_tax increase and the elimi-
nation of jobs. That day is here, and
those legiSlators who were there then
and are still there today must bear the
blame, not Halpin.

~ Would it have been better if Hal-
pin took part in the legislative budget
sessions? Perhaps. But boycotting the
budget summit because he didn’t_is
hardly an example of adult leadership.
And certainly not what an elected offi-
cial, Ipartlcu arly the presiding officer,
should be doing.

We sincerely hope Don Blyden-
burgh will change his mind_and be at
the Dudget summit today, Ijomedb all
the members of the_legislature. Those
who do not participate will, in our
view, be thumbing their noses at the
taxpayers, putting politics above their
responsibility to the People who
elected them. We sincerely hope they
leave their political labels outside the
door and meet in a_cooperative atti-
tude. Leave the politics to the cam-
galgn next year. Do the people’s

usiness today!

And why not?
WAP»SgMs9*t?ber
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Moynihan. Their addresses and phone
numbers are:

Senator Alfonse M. D’Amato-

,Room 520, Hart Senate Office Build-
%ré%\)sNashmgton, D.C., 20510,212-947-

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan,

Room464, Russell Senate ~ Office
Building, Washington, D.C., 20510,
212-661-5150

 Call them. Call morning, noon and
night. Let them hear your anger, your
frustration. Tell them you want the
budget brought in below Grann-Rud-
man. There 1s plenty of fat to be cut,
programs can be “eliminated. You
expect them to do_their job now. If
they don’t, you will find yourself a
new congressman this November
when they are all up for re-election.

Remind Downey and Mrazek you
are still angry at their raid on your
ggcketbook Py voting themselves a

5,000, one-third raise in pay this
spring.
ell Hochbrueckner - who voted
“no” on the pay raise that you under-
stand the game that was played in
Washington. ~Leadership considered
his vote a “throw away” as they had
the numbers they needed, and bécause
he was from a marginal district they
allowed him to vote “no.”

After you get finished giving your
congressmen a piece of your mind,
you better head for town™ hall. Your
suFer\/lsors have presented their bud-
(f:ﬁs and they haven’t heard you ei-

er. Increasés have been announced
uP to 27 percent. Some towns, partic-
ularly in the western sectors of Suf-
folk,” appear to have no or small tax
increases. That’s a shell game too, be-
cause what they have done is play
smoke and mirrors and shifted the
cost that was formerly in the tax rate
to special garbage districts. When you
put the two numbers together, garbage
plus assessments for town govern-
ment _the%/ are taking more out of
your hide than they have before.

Citizens on Long Island very sim-

ly can’t take any more. We have got
o fight back with every weapon we
have, and the biggest “weapon you
have is your mouth and your vote. ‘1t’s
the only way we can stop the ever-in-
creasing cost of government that re-
turns to you, the citizens, so little..

_ Don leave it to Harry to do it, do
it yourself. Call, write, attend meet-
ings, bring a friend. Dont be intim-
idated, be angry. Let them feel our
wrath, our frustration. Let them know
you hold them accountable and you
are not taking any more.

And why not?
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Can you afford more debt?

New York State’s long-term bonded The New York State bud et |s over nor the speC|f|c direction the funds will billion. Yet, the governor’s voodoo bond
indebtedness has increaséd billion ge %o cloes s give the governor a Issue_ provides Iess than 17 percent. In
cent since Mario Cuomo becaime gover taxed ple in the nat|on V\/espend on blan addition, the bond |ssue does not say
nor. It’s double the nation’s average. our government close to 50 percent  \ntot faw details that ilaple there |s no letter of a/%reement that
Governor - Cuomo  wants  fo  add more“than the average state spends on ;- joesidy S GRS el are aé’é“é e Island Wil receive its prorated
%1975000000 to th|s |n ebte ness Itself. Part of this spending Is the repay- 'rl‘ ICate f?h OllJr QHP er onetn € share,

rough the 8assage of wh san ment_of our long-term debt that"has B, OF HHe Satntl il G man- >y past bond issues, monies raised
Environmen ssue t will cost been incurred by bond issues. tae A wall_on treoelvec from Long Islanders has been sunk into
o ol 2, DO et © T vt i, o e yer o ST G o o e gy PR York Ctand e roty Y
I Ver Its litetl C under the motherhood isste
IoayNorrnally a bond issue is for a spe- environment. Don’t be fooled the t| spenf over the next ten years, state-Wde: sate and then pay for our 'oun prob-
cific purpase, for an item so large it can- tle. It should be called “The Long Island’s landfills have been lens,
not be funded out of gereral fax Bond Issue’ The governors gﬁs ordered to_be closed by December 0 of . State-owned facilities, through be-
revenues, for a need so imperative that does not spell out “specific n it this year. The cost of closing the state- nign neglect and misianagement, are i

It requires immediate attention. doesnt detail the allocations by dollar wide’ landfills is estimafed to be over §L Vidlation of the state environmental
lans. Money from this bond issue is ear-

marked to Clean up the state’s facilities.
We_ are being asked to borrow monge
again, and to pay the taxes on It Ius Ir-

terest, to clean Up the state’s

that has not_been effectlvel managed
Money fram this bond issue is ear-

marked t0 build arks and recreational

County Executive, Patrlck HaI |n in Halpin has offered the unions a way to dela’s proposal made sense. These facilities, Most notably a major facility

1[y tot%hed his mickname. of = |19 ellrrﬁ)lnate the need for firing the coon ple v ot e © of the income [adder on the Wit S Side ﬂf Manhattan, from

alpin,” has presented a budget or workers with a menu of options: a post- In the_ coun e are in desperate fi- Battﬁ Par htO S9th Street. hD%n‘t you

the comlng ear that, although it in- ponement of the negotiated In- nancial sh Y should Iead the SITE SOfREt ing wrong with this fat?

chom B W S ol S bR e B ol g it [ G
estate taxes. Oné of the major features pai ich Wwou i ur financial pli

of the budg et isa $13 mill |Jon |ncrease Hola ay p}aSychecks é)rayr The ot thelr salarles t e ran Igtng file of e called New York City: Why shouild all

in t e expendifures for unions are screaming that thev are not county s ould make sacri- resldents ofNevaor ‘State be asked to
with a regr anization ofpﬂ to give an |nch The are/ Oi t%so TheI slat shouId oin in. Pay for a park in the ¢j will never
artment it ehiminates a major por %o rdgthe county %Iaturg ood The are paldeghandsomey o their Bse/andt n have 1o, th%u our town

ion of |ts bureaucrac by reassigning the public eanrtrﬁ ¥I for radio and art tlme jO Their perks  aren' [2Xs, bgv and pay for par K in our own

offloers c to television time feature legis- sh either.

Accordin ga Hal |n '50 percent of lators supporting the union cause an o5 Shaey llectively, the legislature and the o N¥kich of what is mdterde pond h'SSHG
the Suffolk olice Department castrating Halpini for trying to hold the county executlve present and past, have SO b r&orma Yy H unoea t VOHQ the
is |nvoIved i adhn inistrative work.. One line, otten US In the mMess wWe are In. They § stafe budget. Bt this voodoo sl eme |5
out of every two cops is sitting behinda e believe that Halpin can avoid a Rave got to et s out of If I rying t% o to approve gxtrra 0
Oesk |nstead of being viable and out on lot of the heat by announcing that, his ters should note those legislators 1ars S0 the state legislat Ors, an the

the street. Th groposed budget calls for management sta and the higher priced who allow themselves to be by the €rnor, can C “t'nv\% theharse(d €SS
elimination of 297 county jobs, a reduc- exemt e Who aré often in  unions, Those who appear on radio and Vestefu IC r|ven
fion of just over two pércent of the thelr Jobs %use of I|t|cs rather than television with comnercials rPaId for by statefto the b{'ng 8% .
countz/ work force Without this reduc- ||ty are gomg to lead th e\/\av_ the unions, encouraging  INcreases L oY olonet ing on Election
tion, county real estate taxes would have ing_cUts in Theif own salaries. Th t e taxes to fund increased giveanays to the i g/ g%tot eLPO IS ﬁn%oo?ge ”019%
be increased, according to Halpin, by s ering brought on by the coun s unions. They are not™ the taxpayers’ £ 1> rala on yo e The
close tq $200 per year per household. .~ financial crisis’Is going tO be spread out friencs. h hA is a v d00 echjrbal pac
Union officials, both from the police across all levels. \\E encour. e you to contact your tha as more to co W'}] iing 0‘4} the
and the civil service workers’ unions, A former LILCQ_executive, Pete legislators, teII you are not safis- current udgetkt an tle Ruity of the
are screammg bloody murder. They are Candela at a county Tax PAC meeting fied with Ha |ns bldget. It’s a vvateryou INK 1N & glass. é[ds mrast%r
not only asking, they are demanding, last week where Halpin made a presen- start, but it doesn’t go far enough. “You ‘]Qmo con jo CO\é%f with the
that the hard-p essed C|t|zens of Suffolk tat|on of his budget, told how he and can't suffer anymore 8/ou have nothin f e envrronm(tent Yo, anh de-
pay more One union official other CO ex| ut|ves took cutbacks more to give.”  Turn out at the public Vel e hat a %Pc% ome
V\es even guoted as saylng “the taxpay- In th e|r ggv when t e company Wes in heann S, v0|ce ggur oﬁ]nlons on‘t al- tenvwonmen al you can a Is the
ers e t troub e. anos of top executives were yourself to be intimidated by those 0P Rﬂgr\lr%y
pin Is not Ia n off cops, he is reduced 15 percent, of the lower V\ho have a vested interest in the bud-
Puttln oops to better use domg what echelon of executives by ten percent, the get.
hey Were trained and hired To do. middle managers by five percent. Can- And why not?

Point of view:

Common sense: who has I1t, who doesn't

Commissioner Jorlrng also is quoted in the article as over 100,000 gallons per day of scavenger and industrial
By Robert A. Villa savmt%thatt ere have been “studies upon studies” to indi- wastes which were then recharged to the groundwater. This
h oy f e oo o V1 pebem n Lo ) By T s codconaet e oo iy
S udy of their own on this problem on slan ori e landfill site also contained the town hi
de t,éﬂeéheD%%oggr%é%fdso%%ﬁ |Io os[n[g] ?QEN‘“Bf’na{P]S 2{} | challenge Commissioner JOI’|II’r1)g to produce such a study. sandmlnlng operation and a commercial sandmining opera-
ticle Commissioner J0r||ng is quoted as Say| “It is jUSt The one source Ofcorrprehertslve rouncwater StUdleS isthe tion that excavated sand to at least 40 to 50 into
common sense that if ut' something in the ground, Suffolk County Department of Health Services and their groundvater. The garbege landfilled into the excavated areas
when rain falls, that ¥Ouaf) will leach info the groundwa: Nighly trained englneenng rts all_feel that the landfill 1S actually below the water table over much of the site. De-
ter.” The problem with the DEC is that they have no com+ 1aw i a classic case of overkill that will force the taxpayers spite thiS horrendous situation, the groundwater plume
mon sense. That is the Suffolk County ment of Of this county to expend many, many millions of dollars down gradient from the site is far less of a pollution problem
Health Services wrote the report on the effects of landfiils on  With little or no beneflt to the drinking water supply of the than some of the plumes caused by certain industries or
grouncweter. This report clearly states that landfills are not county. troleum sources. While there is a definite plume from this
a serious threat to the drinking water supply in Suffolk Commissioner Jorling, in a further quote, goes on to SIt8, it points out that it has nat affected the drinking water
County. After its release, there vies a great deal of pressure state that for proof that landfills pollute “look af Bebylon, Supply 2 the Suffolk County Water Authority and the town
put on the department and CommisSioner Harris to Sup where they have a pump in action” pumping out leachate ai Weler districts simply stay away from the area and continue
press it and as a result of the pressure, the report wes de- their landfill, Yes, let’s look at Babylon, which is far the t0 supply good weter to the town’s population. _
clared to be a draft and still under review. Call it what you worst caseofatovmsdlsposa program. For years Shifting our attention to the East End where the five
may, the facts remain as stated. operated a scavenger weste plant at the site vvnrch handled SEE Page 6
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Governor Cuomo’s report card

Governor Mario Cuomo is seeking voter appro-
val for a third term of office. Voters should take a
careful, hard look at the governor’s record before cast-
ing their votes. Here are some areas of importance
that should be considered:

Management Style:

"st? ExecutiVes choose different management styles.
Cuomo has long boasted that he tries to find the best
people as managers, gives them an overview of what he
vr\qants tgem to achieve, and then leaves them alone to do
their job.

e believe this hands-off approach to management
has led to many of the state’s problems. Cuomo had Paul
Gioia as the head of the Public Service Commission. He
kept him on as chairman for over five years, despite a
clamor for his ouster. Gioia insulated himself from the
public, and was, instead, a servant of the industries he
was supposed to be regulating. ]

During his tenure, he granted numerous rate in-
creases to utilities, including LILCO. Prior to the closin
of Shoreham, Long Islanders were paying the highest util-
ity rates in the nation. Cuomo could have removed this
man at any time, but he did not. The impact of that ac-
tion is reflected in your electric bills. )

The DEC is” another example of the disastrous
hands-off management policy of Cuomo. The DEC is an
gl%entg that is directly under the control of the governor.
'he DEC has enormous powers to issue rules and regula-
tions that affect every aspect of our lives. The DEC has
been heavy-handed in dealing with individuals and mu-
P_ICIpah’[leS. It is its own cop, prosecutor, judge, jury and

iner.
_ It is the DEC which, although it was given discre-
tion over the 1983 landfill closure law, is refusing to be
reasonable in its approach. Although the law was passed
in 1982, the DEC did not develop its own rules and regu-
lations until 1987. Municipalities could not find out what
they could or could not do and, as a result, nothing was
done. The DEC failed to provide Ieadershlﬁ_or guidance,
to develop a generic plan or pilot plant. This failure has
cost municipalities hundreds of millions of dollars in
consultants’, engineering and legal fees. An expense to
the taxpayer that could have, and should have, been
avoided. ] ]

~ The DEC has repeatedly stated it fully intends to
glve no_extensions and will close all landfills by Decem-

er 18. This single move will double the town taxes as the
cost of truckln? garbage off Long Island will be more
than the cost of police, recreation, courts, local jails and
the administration combined. ]

_ We have pleaded with the governor to intervene
with his own commissioner. The governor has responded
by saying, “garbage is a local problem.” He has failed to
accept the responsibility for the law, or provide any assis-
tance or leadership in mitigating its impact. You, the
taxpayers, will feel the financial impact of this lack of ac-
tion.

Cost of Government:

New York State, by almost every standard, is eco-
nomically one of the worst run states in the nation. Let’s
just take a look at some of the statistics of the Cuomo ad-
ministration. . . .

In New York State, ger capita spending has in-
creased from $1,806 to $2,815 between 1982 and 1987.
We spend over $1,100 per capita more on state govern-
ment _than our neighboring state of Pennsylvania and
over $500 more than California.

New York State’s employees cost $461 per man,
woman and child. This is almost double what it cost us
when Cuomo took office. It is $220 more than our neigh-
bor, Pennsylvania, and $150 more than the average in
California. ]

The per capita tax burden on every man, woman
and child will be an average of $3,198 in state taxes this
%/ear. This is $600 more than California and $1,200 more
han Pennsylvania. The real killer is our putstanding
long-term debt. Every man, woman and child in New
York State owes $2,038. In Pennsylvania, their debt is
$775, in California it is $851. ]

Taxes overall under Governor Cuomo have in
creased 60 percent. Between 1982 and 1990, taxes on li-
quor increased 98 percent. Beer went up a WhoPpl_ng 175
percent, cigarettes, up 70 percent. Motor vehicle licenses
Jumped 300 percent. Increase in taxes has been Cuomo’s
most consistent point.

Voters, before they /go to the polls on November 6,
should ask themselves: “Am | getting my money’s worth?
What does the state give me now that I didn’t have eight

years ago?”

Public Service Commission:

As we mentioned earlier in this editorial, the PSC,
which is under the control of Cuomo, has served at the
will of the industries, rather than as a protector of the
Bubll_cl._ It has given in religiously to rate increases sought

utilities.

?/ Take a look at your LILCO or New York Telephone
bill. Take a look at your bill eight years ago, and you will
see how well you have been served by Governor Cuomo’s
appointees.

Shoreham:

On the closing of Shoreham, Governor Cuomo has
to get high marks. He took a beating from many for his
standing up for the people. Although he gets high marks
for closing Shoreham, he gets a zero for the deal he made
with LILCO. Again, it’s a case of appointing people to a
position of trust, and leaving them on their own without
guidance or direction.

_ Cuomo appointed Vincent Tesce to conduct the ne-
otiations with LILCO, and Tesce gave away the store.
he Wall Street Journal characterized the deal Cuomo

made with LILCO as the biggest sweetheart deal ever
made. LILCO had recovered almost $2 billion in con-
struction costs through Construction Work In Progress
(CWIP) funds. Imi)_rudent expenditures were to eliminate
almost another billion. These credits were wiped out with
the governor’s deal which permitted LILCO to recover its
entire investment thrpu%h a 76 percent rate increase over
the next ten years, paid by Long Islanders.

The backdrop of this whole scenario was that the
company was on the verge of bankruptcy and did not
have the ability to fight. Cuomo held all the cards, but he
lost the hand and we are stuck with paying the bills.

Social Issues:

The governor has_steadfastly refused to approve the
death penalty. The legislature, both the assembly and the
senate, has repeatedly Bassed a law establishing a death
penalty for New York. Cuomo has vetoed it each time.

During Cuomo’s eight years in office, felony arrests
went from 143,000 to 213,000, a 49 percent increase in
crime.
In 1989 there were 2,208 homicides-people killing
people without fear of retribution.

Drug arrests went from 18,000 to 63,000. The
arrests are not indicative of the widespread use of drugs
that has taken place during the Cuomo administration.

Cuomo and Long Island:

~ Outside of Shoreham, the~governor has virtually
ignored Long Island except to look upon it as a source of

unlimited state revenues. ) ]

We believe the most glaring example is the DEC’S
expenditures on projects. In 1990-91, the total capital
apgroprl_at_lon by the DEC will be $331 million. Of this,
$13.9 million will be spent on Long Island. A pitiful 4.2
percent, although we send almost 25 percent of the bud-
get to Albany Tfrom Long Island. This shows the utter
contempt the governor has for the island. ]

It 1s estimated that the closure of our landfills alone
will cost Long Island municipalities over $50 million. It
will cost us hundreds of millions of dollars to build recy-
cling and incineration plants to meet the state environ-
mental mandates. Why is the governor penalizing Long
Island and ignoring our needs and problems?

Cuomo’s Record
Management style

Cost off Government:

Social Issues
Concern for Education:

Wednesday, October 24,1990

Transportation:

_Almost every other state has a dedicated transpor-

tation fund. Taxes collected on _motor fuels, tolls and
other highway user fees, including licenses and regis-
trations, go into a fund to maintain, repair and build
roads and highways. ]
_ Cuomo has steadfastly opposed the creation of a ded-
icated fund for transportation. As a result, our roads,
bridges and highways are some of the worst in the nation.
We have had to resort to bond issues as a Band-aid.
Cuomo has used the budget gimmickry of charging taxes
on transportation, then putting the money into the gen-
eral fund where it obviously ends up being wasted.

Education:

Under Cuomo, the cost of education has skyrocketed.
State-wide, we spend twice as much as almost any other
state. Here on Long Island we spend three times the na-
tion’s averafqe. o .

Most of us would not begrudge this if we were getting
productivity out of our schools. Our students, by c_om{)a-
rison and testln%, are hard PUt to it to keep up with the
average student throughout the nation. o

_ The governor’s budget this year, although $4 billion
higher than last year, cut the aid to local districts by hun-
dreds of millions of dollars. It was only through the insis-
tence of the senate leadership that™ these funds were
restored at the last moment. o

In many states the cost of education is solely a state
expenditure. The monies are_raised state-wide and allo-
cated evenly to the local districts for the education of the
students. In the wake of the latest revelations about the
state deficit, which Comptroller Ned Regan reports
stands at $246 million for the first six months, Cuomo
has already said that he is going to slash local aid as a
way of bringing this year’s budget into balance. Cuomo is
a master at transferring the state cost to local municipali-
ties. That gives him more money to squander at the local
taxpayers’ expense.

Medicaid:

Medicaid is the_health insurance of the poor. Fifty
percent of the cost is funded by the federal governmenit
in 47 out of the 50 states. The states fund the other 50

;nt. *New York is one of the few states that does not

the state’s share. It contributes 23 percent, leaving
27 J)ercent to be made up by the local municipalities.
And the local taxpayers.

In Suffolk County, this amounts to about 25 percent
of the county budget and is (J/\z}rtly responsible for the
high cost of Teal estate taxes. Worse yet, the state man-
dates the rules and regulations governing Medicaid.
Many of these rules are costly and counterproductive.

] an example, California treats twice as many pa-
tients than are treated in New York State, but the cost is
half as much. This again demonstrates an appalling lack
of management and leadership and, worse yet, an appa-
ling lack of concern and action in dealing with the prob-

em.
It has become incre;asing%lKl apparent Mario Cuomo’s
real concerns exist outside of New York State, in political
ambitions to become president. But while he embarks on
thatﬂourney for higher office, he is walking away from a
tangle of financial indebtedness and crisis that will affect
our lives for man¥ years. o

We have only hit some of the hlghllghts of the
Cuomo administration. The facts are hard to argue with.
As Cuomo says in his commercial, “The more you know
about Cuomo...”

And why not?
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