Personal greed versus integrity

Labor Day not only marks the
unofficial demise of summer, but also
the start of the political season. Poli-
ticians begin in earnest their efforts to

ain voter support. And the special in-
erest groups start flooding the mail,
hone Tines, and airways with the pay-
ack for favors rendered.

feteOne such _group, the New York
S;.,e United Teachers gNUSUT, has
already released its list of endorsed
candidates for state office. “A NY-
SUT endorsement is valued_highly,”
acco_rdln? to NYSUT Executive Vice-
President Herb Magidson. “Candi-
dates know it brings not only our con-
siderable reputation and “influence
but also the possibility of financial

Paying

During the Vietham War and the
days after, it was popular for the liber-
als to attack the military establish-
ment of the United States.
Congressmen and senators thwarted
the administration, which was trying
to keep America ready, at every turn.

The events of the past few weeks
have proved the folly of this way of
thlnkln?. All our enérgies have been
concentrated on defending ourselves
from Russia. We now have come to
realize that even small nations can be
a threat to this country.

We are amazed and proud that
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and campaign-worker assistance. The
geqlgle we endorse usually win.” NY-

UT’s endorsement process, he said,
“...places emphasis on incumbents’
voting records. Generally, we support
those elected officials whose votes re-
flect our members’ best interests on
hills we consider important to educa-
tion, labor and health care...”

Unfortunately, the votes in the
best interests of the NYSUT’s mem:-
bership is rarely in the best interests of
the taxpayer. A case in point: NYSUT
recentlfy used its lobbying muscle to
push for legislation wnich would re-
quire school districts to pay the full
cost of health insurance for retired
teachers. That political pressure was

successful because the proposal was
approved in both the assembly and
senate, muchto the dismay of school
districts and boards of education, who
warned about a dire fiscal impact. The
financial threat ended when Governor
Mario Cuomo vetoed the measure.

Interestingly, only two of Suffolk’s
state representatives, Senator Kenneth
LaValle and Assemblyman Thomas
Barraga, voted zig}alnstt e measure. In
the list of NYSUT endorsements, La-
Valle was endorsed, Barraga wasn't.
Barraga’s cardinal sin, apparently, was
that he not only voted against the
measure, he rose on the floor of the
asserlnbly to debate against the pro-
posal.

or the past

America has been able to respond as

uickly and emphatically as it has in
the Middle East. We are’left, however,
wondering whether our troops have
the best equipment, the modern weap-
onry needed for desert war, where the
enemy has threatened to use chemical
warfare as a weapon.

We wonder what those senators
and congressmen are now thinking
those who voted against research and
development projects under the guise
that we had to cut back on American
military might.

We pray to God a peaceful so-

lution can be found in the Middle
East, that triggers are not pulled and
our men and women are not asked to
die. If we get out of this situation with
the hides "on our backs, we should
learn from this lesson. Be prepared
and be prepared right for any situa-
tion that may evolve in the futdre.

The world will always be inhabited
by mad men. They will have armies
and arsenals and they very well may
not subscribe to the same morals,
ethics and philosophies we govern
ourselves by. We should always be
prepared.

And why not?

_ Residents of the. Seventh Assembly
District, which Barraga represents
should not be surprised if the NYSUT
tries to punish Barraga with campal%n
help for his opponent, although NY-
SUT did not endorse anyone_in this
district. It’s our guess théy might try
to appI%/ enough pressure to force Bar-
ratga into line, to vote the NYSUT po-
sifion.

'From now until Election Day, the
political action committees will be
very active, tl_dln(% to fill the Albany
seats with friendly legislators who,
they expect, would show their appreci-
ation with favorable votes. We urge
the voters to view those endorsements,

hone calls and campaign flyers care-
ully. You may be voting against your
own _pocketbook if you fall for Such
political rhetoric. )

In our view, Barraga is to be com-

mended for taking a stand against put-
ting another financial burden on'the
shoulders of the hard-pressed taxioa%/-
ers. NYSUT’s retaliation could well be
entitled Greed vs. Integrity. Accordin
to Barraga, the educational lobby ha
a very good year, winning on a num-
ber of issues which they pushed.
_ While they were successful in buy-
ing the voteS of most legislators, in
this instance LaValle and Barraga, and
Governor Cuomo, deserve the grat-
itude of the taxpayers for their cour-
age. Barraga 'has earned special
applause for ?omg that extra step, de-
bating against the bill. They did what
they Delieved to be in the "best inter-
ests of those they represent.

While thosé actions may have
earned the anger of NYSUT, they de-
serve appreciative praise from those

who would have to foot the hill.
And why not?
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Volunteers and mercenaries

There are in today’s world those
who volunteer their time to help
others, expecting no financial reward
in return. And there are those who will
do nothing unless there is self reward,
financial or otherwise, to pay for their

. If there were more of the first

The difference between the two
groups was clearly illustrated recently
in a Babylon Town incident. Volun-
teers from the county’s Youth Conser-
vation Crews were slated to begin
removing old tires, shopping carts,
garbage and other debris from Strongs
Creek, which winds its way through
the southwest sector of Lindenhurst.
Those volunteers were prevented from
doing the cleanup, however, because,
by law, permission had to first be
obtained from the bargaining unit
where the project is scheduled. But the
union which represents 80 Linden-
hurst Village employees, including its
highway and sanitation workers, re-
fused that permission. Explaining that
action, the head of the Lindenhurst
unit said: “We’re down a driver and
three men in the highway department
and they (village officials) continue to
give contract work to outside people.
It’s a question of protecting our jobs
and the taxpayers.”

So what? The lack of manpower
and contracting with outside people
has nothing to do with permitting vol-
unteers to clean out a stream. How
does stopping the volunteer effort help
the taxpayers? How does it impact on
the jobs? It doesn’t, in either case. It’s
nothing more than blackmail to bene-
fit the union’s cause.

Another example can be found in
the Longwood School District, which
is in the throes of a financial crisis.
Taxpayers are facing a 32.2 percent
increase in their tax rate which is
going up from $61,478 to $81.26 per
each $100 of assessed valuation. It is
not surprising that voters have re-
jected the budget, and rejected the

second, the mercenaries, this
would be a far better place.

Point of view:

, the volunteers, and less of the ap
W

budget and separate propositions for
transportation and sports in a second
vote.

Citing severe safety dangers along
district roads, the transportation pro-
posal was put before the voters in a
third vote. The proposition was
oved by a scant 27 votes, adding
e to the austerity tax rate increase
which was, incidentally, higher than
the original projected increase because
of “an increase In insurance costs.”

Interestingly, the austerity budget
includes $379,000 for coaches’ sala-
ries, even though sports are excluded
in an austerity budget. This was done,
District  Principal  Nick  Muto
explained, “in case residents in the
district raise enough mone%/ to finance
a sports activity, the coaches’ salaries
would be available.”

Why, we wondered, couldn’t the
district use that $379,000 to ensure
the safety of the children? Why
couldn’t those funds be utilized to fi-
nance the extra busing to ensure the
children’s safety without adding an
extra burden on an already overbur-
dened taxpayer?

Members of the athletic staff dis-
tributed flyers throughout the commu-
nity extolling the importance of
athletics for students who may miss
out on scholarship opportunities if
denied an opportunity to participate.
Why, we asked a district official, cant
the coaches, if they truly believe what
they say, volunteer some time or, at
the least, work for a little less, so that
the students can be safe and have
sports too?

If a fire occurs at a school, or at a
coach’s house, volunteer firemen will
respond. If a teacher, or administra-
tor, or a coach, or student is injured or
sick and requires medical attention, a
volunteer ambulance company will re-
spond. Why cant there be voluntee-
rism at the schools to give the Kkids
those things which are important?
Why can’t teachers, who are certainly
not underpaid, volunteer some time
for the extracurricular activities which

educators claim are very important?
Aren’t there any dedicated educators
who will look beyond the financial re-
ward to benefit the students? Espe-
cially in a district where the tax rate
has gone up at a sickening rate?

Dedication is a word that is often
overused. It is a word, however, that
clearly applies to volunteers, who give
of their time without question, with-
out pay. It certainly does not apply to
mercenaries, who give of their time
only if there is a financial reward in
return.

It’s time to take a good look at
what’s happening. Time to tell those
who keep asking the taxpayers to pay
for this and to pay for that, declaring
they are depriving the kids if they
don’t, to put their own actions in front
of their selfish motives. Why can’t the
teachers’ union step forward, declare
that they understand the financial
plight of the district and will pitch in
to help lessen the impact on the stu-
dents?

And why not?

It's lllegal To Die

We never thought we would see
the day that it became illegal for fish
to die in Southampton Town waters
without making provisions for the dis-
posal of their carcasses on land.

Southampton Town, following the
lead of East Hampton, has made it il-
legal for carcasses or fish parts to be
returned to the waters in these ultra-
rich communities. We understand the
regulation has something to do with
the environmentalist movement.

We wonder what the seagulls have
to say about this. How many seagulls
will cry out in hunger for their natural
meal which has been taken from
them? How many crabs and eels are
going to their nautical bed hungry be-
cause man thought he knew more than
Mother Nature? What makes man
think he can change the environment
without upsetting the old lady?

As a boy, | was proud to call my-
self a conservationist. What comes
from the land and the sea should be
returned to it. Fish and game could be
harvested and, given the right balance,
replenish itself. Protect it, but don’t
fool with it. So much for common
sense.

This bit of idiocy is coupled with a
new regulation from the Department
of Environmental Conservation which
forbids natural fertilizer to be used
where food crops are grown. Again,

being brought up in the day and age of
conservation, | saw first-hand the re-
sults of good, old-fashioned cow and
horse manure tilled into the garden.
No chemicals, no man-made products
from oil, just good, old-fashioned ma-
nure. Tomatoes the size of cantaloupes
and bushels upon bushels of beans.
Com that grew robustly and produced
ears upon ears of luscious kernels.

Now it is against the environment
to use these natural by-products. If
you want your food crops to grow, use
petro-chemicals and other man-made
stimulants. Can anybody explain this
reasoning? What are we to do, diaper
all the deer?

While they’re at it, maybe they can
come up with an idea to save the
ehvironment from the effects of the
methane gas produced by cows. Don’t
the save-the-earth people realize that
every cow belches methane gas 350
times a day? Can’t you imagine what
that is doing to the ozone layer? We
should immediately develop a meth-
ane gas recovery system for each cow,
or eliminate all offending cows.

Maybe we can come up with a
chemical by-product that will taste
and look like milk, but is made from
imported oil. Holy Cow! Think of the
profits!

And why not?

Politicians and the budget crsis

By Lon Grasso

Suffolk County taxpayers are being belted by
high taxes from all levels. The problems of
huge deficits on the federal level are well-
known. State lawmakers have run state gov-
ernment into bankruptcy. County officials
have produced huge tax rate hikes which
spawned a tax revolt. School taxes are driv-
ing residents from their homes, and town
governments are hardly examples of sound,
efficient operations.

One of the problems on all levels is poli-
tics. Politicians run for public office vowing
to bring spending under control, to cut taxes.
In most cases they then become involved in

political games, load the payrolls with faith-
ful party workers, create new positions for
defeated politicians in what has become a
very costly political welfare program. Those
spending cuts that are made come out of the
hides of the people in the form of reduced
services and the elimination of people pro-
grams, and the implementation of “user
fees.” And all the while they cater to special
interest groups, bartering taxpayer dollars
for votes.

Suffolk  County Executive Patrick
Halpin, in a prime example of political arro-
gance, held a very secret, exclusively for
Democrats, meeting recently to detail some
drastic budget news and proposed budget
cuts which would decimate services and

programs. Security was tight at this super se-
cret session, documents distributed by
Halpin aides were reportedly numbered and
taken back after the meeting.

Halpin told his fellow Democrats that
things are indeed very bleak. New budget
shortfalls are ahead, and layoffs of up to 680
county employees, elimination of police ser-
vices, keeping a brand new jail closed to save
on costs, and cuts in health and welfare pro-
grams loom.

The pros and cons of these proposals will
be spotlighted in the news in weeks ahead.
But the method in which Halpin put forth
these proposals deserves immediate com-
ment. The Democrats are not in control of
county government, although they must
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shoulder a large measure of the responsibil-
ity for the financial dilemma they have put
the county in. In meeting only with the
Democrats, Halpin is playing political
games, hoping to stir up some support for his
Band-Aid measures to repair the gaping
wound through which finances are pouring
out. He really isn’t concerned about the
county’s health, or the people who will be
impacted by his planned actions. He is try-
ing desperately to come up with ways to
make it appear he is keeping a pledge that he
would not raise taxes.

If Halpin thinks the public will be fooled
by drastic budget cuts ip people-oriented
areas while the political patronage system in

SEE Page 6
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Houses we can afford to buy, keep

A few years back you could not
touch a house for under $150,000. A
glance at today’s classified section
indicates buyers of homes under
$150,000, and even under $100,000,
have a good selection to choose from.
It no longer is a question of the price
of the house, but whether the buyer

afford the taxes. As new buyers

faced with this question, many
current homeowners are faced with
another question: “Can | afford to
stay in my home with the insatiable
demands by government which are
passed on In the form of real estate
taxes?”

Real estate values have fallen dras-
tically over the last two years. Deep
discounts of 30 to 50 percent have
affected homes Island-wide. It
appeared that the rich would be

Election °

We have already started our elec-
tion coverage. Our reporting staff is
being assigned to cover the back-
grounds, track records, and campaign
stands of candidates seeking state and
federal offices. Profiles and glimpses
into the individual will start to appear,
informing the voters who these candi-
dates are as people, and the issues
they are speaking out on.

Along with routine coverage, our
editorial board will individually inter-
view each candidate for office. We will
be seeking truth and honesty. We want
to know where the candidates stand,
and what reasoning powers brought
them to the positions they have taken.
We will probe their identification of
problems facing the constituents and,
more importantly, their proposed so-
lutions.

Once again, this year, all candi-
dates for legislative positions will be
asked to indicate their position on
over 100 issues. The questions and
their answers as well as those of their
opponents will be published between
October 17 and October 24 in Suffolk
Life.

On October 31, we will announce
the candidates our editorial board has
chosen to endorse. Those making the
selection are the publisher, the manag-
ing editor, our city and copy editors
and the individual reporters who have
covered the races.' Each of us, jury

Point of view

spared. But recently we saw ads in the
Hamptons for homes once priced be-
tween $1 million and $1.5 million now
being offered at $400,000 and
$750,000.

We are in a period of rapid de-
flation in most segments of our econ-
omy. Wall Street and the financial
world were first hit after the October
crash of 1987. Thousands of high
priced jobs disappeared. Financial
houses, consultants and legal firms to
the financial world not only slashed
staff, but were forced to reduce fees.
This has worked down all the way to
the tradespeople. Skilled laborers who
were commanding $25 to $30 per
hour £re, today, looking for work at
$ 15 per hour.

The one segment that has not
come down is the cost of government.

90

style, will point out what we perceive
are the strong points and the weak-
nesses of each candidate. We will se-
lect the candidate we will endorse by
consensus.

If any member of the board is
strongly opposed to the consensus
endorsement, that individual has an
opportunity to present an opposing
viewpoint. This privilege has been
exercised in the past, but usually we
are able to reach a solid consensus
even though we come from different
philosophies and beliefs.

All of us are dedicated to an effort
to find the best qualified candidate to
serve the people. Of critical concern is
the candidates’ honesty and believ-
ability.

This is a long, tiresome procedure,
but we do believe it is one of the best
efforts made by any newspaper to give
those who will be running our govern-
ment maximum exposure, and the
\éoters an objective look at the candi-

ates.

Remember, in November you can
make a difference, particularly if you
are educated and informed about the
issues and the candidates. We’ll do
our best to keep you informed. It’s
your responsibility to make the ulti-
mate choice.

And why not?

Our politicians are paying lip service,
but still being political. They dream
that the taxpayer can find something
else to give up so they can maintain
the size of government and its cost.
Whether they be school board mem-
bers, town boards, or elected county
officials, they are living in a fool’s par-
adise, a dream world.

When this year’s tax increases hit
the homeowners, all hell will break
loose. Because of Cuomo’s mandated
solution to garbage, most towns will
have to double town taxes. Some
towns will try to hide this increase by
establishing garbage districts, but
when the cost of garbage districts is
added to the town taxes, the home-
owners will pay twice the cost of gov-
ernment in real estate taxes.

County Executive Halpin and the
legislature, instead of working as a
team to overcome the crisis, have
squandered the last two years in coun-
terproductive politics. Their mission
was quite simple, because of the lucra-
tive wage increases granted county
employees going back to the Cohalan
years, they had to cut staff or raise
taxes. They refused to cut staff, partic-

Limit the

This November we hold elections
for Congress, State Senate and Assem-
bly, as well,as for Governor, Comptrol-
ler, Attorney General and some local
county office holders, county clerk and
comptroller.

If history repeats itself, better than
90 percent of the incumbent Congress-
men and Assemblymen will be returned
to office. The voters, by sending them
back, are not saying, “Hey guys, you
have done a ood{'ob, you deserve to be
continued.” It will be a matter of name
recognition, and constituent service the
incumbent has been able to perform for
the district, paid for, of course, by the

taxpayers.

Too many good citizens who are reg-
istered will either forget to vote, or will
be called away from home and fail to
vote by absentee ballot. The result is the
incumbents will be re-elected and will go
on sticking it to us. They will raise taxes
and blame it on the other guy. They will
impose regulations and say they have no
control over it. They will enhance their

ularly administrative staff. Instead,
they have chosen to pick the most
people-sensitive projects as their only
alternative. Reductions in these peo-
le-sensitive areas, however, create the
argest howls, offering the politicians
an opportunity to claim the people
want the continuation of services so
their only alternative is to raise taxes.

1991 will be the year of the reaper.
More long-term homeowners will be
forced to give up. Fewer newcomers
will buy because they will not be able
to afford the taxes or the cost of
energy. Politicians will have narrowed
their electives to the point they will
have to use a meat axe instead of a
pruning shear to cut back the cost of
government.

There is still time to make living
on Long Island affordable, but politics
has to be put aside and courage has to
be displayed. We have to dare to be
different. The question that will be
answered in the days ahead is, “Will
the politicians who have created the
financial crisis have the common
sense to do what has to be done to re-
solve it without adding to the taxpay-
ers’ burden?”

And why not?

terms

wealth, increase their salaries, knowing
you will not react against them. They
will build empires. They are safe and se-
cure in knowing that incumbents can
have lifetime employment if they do
nothing but go along and get along.

It’s interesting to note that in Okla-
homa and California, where the voters
have an Initiative and Referendum
mechanism to put initiatives on the
ballot, they will decide this year on lim-
iting the terms their elected representa-
tives can serve. This will stop empire
building and make representatives more
responsive to the public. It will strip
away the insulation, for it ends lifetime
employment.

This year, when your state and con-
gressional candidates make their semi-
annual visit to your community, find
out their feelings, pin them down, and
let them know you want a change in
government and you want it now.

And why not?

Meet each new day with moral intensity

By Rabbi Richard N. Smith
Congregation Beth Sholom

Most of our actions are performed routinely or
with little overall assessment. Often we do whatever
we like without holding ourselves to strict accounta-
bility. For how much harm can one little act do?

One of the most profound teachings of the
Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur holiday is the cosmic
significance of every single act. The underlying
theme of the High Holy Day season is that of a
trial. Not only every individual, but humanity is

judged by God as to whether they are, on balance,
guilty or innocent, good or bad. In the traditional
Imagery, if there is more good than bad, then the
world-and the individual-is judged for life. This
concept makes us aware of the tremendous impact

of every deed.

sages) tells o

~ No act is too trivial. The Talmud (a compen-
dium of mterPretmg Jewish tradition by our ancient
acts “for which there is no measure.

There can be no act too large or too small.” Crucial
among these are “acts of loving kindness.” Some-
times an encouraging smile
can change another person’s life.

iven at the right time
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The sound of the shofar at the High Holy Days
is meant to cut through the web of routine; to wake
up, to get us to take ourselves and our actions as se-
riously as they deserve. One more cigarette-what
difference does it make? Buckling up a seat belt for
a short trip—why bother?

A Talmudic rabbi suggested that we should live
every day with the same moral intensity as if it were
our last. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur teach us
that we should do every act as if our life depended
on it, because-in fact—eurs or someone else’s does.
SUFFOLK LIFE NEWSPAPERS
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DavidJ. Willmott,

Why 1Is John Doe above the law?

John Doe is the fictitious name
usually used in referring to an
unknown person or, for whatever rea-
son, is deliberately unidentified. John
Doe last week was the subject of a
Grand Jury report. That same Grand
Jury had been convened to probe
charges about the actions of Suffolk
Cigunty Water Authority Chairman
IT ,Campo.

According to the Grand Jury re-
port, John Doe charged his full-time
employer, a public entity, for mileage
expenses incurred while he was using a
Suffolk County Water Authority car
for business. But, the report notes:
“John Doe did not reimburse the Suf-
folk County Authority for the monies
that he was given by his full time em-
ployer.”

John Doe just put the dough in his
pocket. Where | come from, that’s
keeping money that doesn’t belong to

you, and if you or | did it we would
end up facing the judge.

The report also revealed that John
Doe tried to persuade an employee of
one of the public trusts he worked for
to falsify records to give false infor-
mation to a financial institution.
Here’s how the Grand Jury report de-
tailed this incident: “On April 17,
1990, John Doe took another em-
ployee to the John Peel Room for
lunch and paid for the meal by charg-
ing it to the Suffolk County Authority
house account. The purpose of the
lunch was to ask the employee to fal-
sify the emﬁloyment verification pa-
pers of, a third employee, reflecting
that he made a higher salary than he
in fact did.

“John Doe told the employee that
the false statement would assist the
third employee in buyingJ)roperty in
Pennsylvania. The second employee

Why a salt water
fishing license?

One of the few pleasures in life
that is untaxed and not licensed is the
ability to fish in salt waters.

Governor Cuomo’s DEC wants to
end this tradition. They have been
pushing for a salt water license as an-
other means of taxation. The notion
of a state-issued salt water license is
ludicrous. Salt water fish are migra-
tory. They do not know state bound-
aries, and neither do many salt water
fishermen who pursue these fish from
state to state.

A salt water fishing license is noth-
ing more than another scheme to tax
the public. The DEC will tell you they
will use the funds to regulate the fish-
eries, but in reality they have no
power over these fish except when
they come into state waters. If New
York State passes a salt water fishing
license law, other states will probably
follow suit, which will make for a

A point of view:

nightmare for fishermen who will have
to have multi-state licenses to pursue
their recreational activity.

If licensing was needed for legiti-
mate purposes, we could see one na-
tional license being issued, one that
would be good in any one of our 50
states. The federal government already
is regulating most fish, and their man-
agement councils are adopting mea-
sures concerning conditions and sizes
of fish which may be taken. If the
state attempts to duplicate these
efforts, it will be just one more
mindless waste of taxpayers’ funds.
The additional regulations will strike
at the heart of the freedom a fisher-
man feels.

~ Governor Cuomo’s DEC should
give up this ill-conceived idea and let
something in life be free.

And why not?

confronted the third employee and
told him he could not falsify docu-
ments.

“The third employee told the sec-
ond employee that the property in
question was actually John Doe’s
property. Although John Doe jointly
owns the property with his wife, she
did not want her husband to sell it.

“John Doe,” the report continues,
“was trying to sell the property to his
old friend In order to hide his assets.”

John Doe, the report reveals, used
the Authority car to commute to his
full-time job in Nassau County, used
it from 1987 to 1988 on trips out of
state for personal reasons on approxi-
mately six occasions, and used it to go
on vacation from April 7 to April 16,
1990. In addition, John Doe used an
Authority American Express credit
card for personal use, did not docu-
ment expenses as other board mem-
bers did, and never complied with a
request by the finance officer that he
do so, the Grand Jury found.

Yet, with all of this, the Grand
Jury did not return an indictment.
Astounding!

The actions of John Doe which are
contained in the Grand Jury report go
much further than questioning the
ethics and integrity of someone
entrusted with a responsible position.
They go right to the heart of using
money that should go toward
improvement of the Authority’s ser-
vice to its ratepayers, providing ser-
vice to areas of Suffolk County that
are currently dealing with contami-
nated water. Many county residents
have been forced to bu?/ bottled water
because their own wells are contami-
nated, and they can’t afford the cost of
having water mains extended to their
neighborhoods. And all the while,
John Doe is wining and dining at Au-
thority expense and using his Author-
ity car for vacation trips.

Instead of using Authority dollars
to improve its system to better serve
the ratepayers, to keep rates low
instead of increasing them, to install
filters on Authority wells that have
water problems, the Authority board
members launched a “Suffolk County
Water Authority Challenge Grant”
and gave Suffolk County $1 million to

cover costs related to the county’s
Drinking Water Protection Program.
Interestingly, $250,000 of that money
was earmarked by the county exec-
utive to establish a Suffolk County
Parks Master Plan. How that plan pro-
tects the water has not been made
clear. And how many residents could
have been relieved of water problems
\_/vitg those funds can only be imag-
ined.

The Authority chairman and two
of his allies have approved spending
Authority dollars for legal fees to pro-
tect them from the actions of the Suf-
folk County Legislature, which has
launched an investigation into the
goings-on at the Authority. Some pre-
dict those fees will hit $175,000 before
the sordid, sorry matter is resolved.
More dollars that could be used to
help people are being diverted for self-
ish, personal reasons.

We hear every day we must pro-
tect our water, we must buy more
land, must stop all development, must
spend more tax dollars to protect our
water. And yet, while taxes soar out of
sight, and people can’t afford to live
here anymore, we have this example
ofa bureaucratic nightmare.

We don’t know what was in the
heads of the Grand Jury. We don’t
know why the Grand Jury did not
consider the use of an Authority car
and credit card for personal gain to be
a misuse of ratepayers’ dollars. But we
do know that many people have gone
to jail for a lot less.

It has to stop. Now! If it means
state action to abolish the Suffolk
County Water Authority so that we
can start anew, establish another
agency with enough safeguards built in
to prevent this from happening, that
must be done. If it means taking any
action—egal or legislative—to clean
that Authority of the slime that now
covers it, it must be done.

Those who are involved, and those
who act to continue this affront to the
people of Suffolk County who are pay-
ing the water bills, should resign.
Immediately. Since we don’t expect
they will have the decency to do so, we
must, by any and every means possi-
ble, remove them from power.

And why not?

A good decision on a bad practice

By Lou Grasso

Supreme Court Judge James Cowan recently ruled
unconstitutional a section of Brookhaven Town ordinance
that permitted the town board to dispense with giving per-
sonal notification to property owners whose property is to
be upzoned by the town. Judge Cowan’s action should be
applauded by all who believe in fair play.

The issue before Judge Gowan was twofold: One,
Brookhaven’s ordinance stipulates notice is to be given to
“such owner at the address shown on the current Brook-
haven town assessment roll,” and the clause which per-
mitted the board to dispense with personal notification. On
the first, Judge Cowan noted in his decision, “...this court
perceives no reason why, with a modicum of ease, the town
could not verify the identity of the property owners shown
on the assessment roll with the deeds duly recorded in the
office of the Suffolk County Clerk prior to sending notice of
the change of use district classification. Such a procedure
would be neither time-consuming nor unduly burdensome

and would insure that actual notice be given in accordance
with principles of due process of law...”

Judge Gowan’s decision also notes: “Finally, to the ex-
tent that Section 85-23 (C) allows the town board to dis-
pense with the notice requirements of Section 85-23, it
constitutes an unconstitutional deprivation of due process of
law.” In declaring that section unconstitutional, the judge
noted: “It is not so much as to whether the town board has
acgorded due process that is in issue, but how much process
is due.”

Instead of personal notification, in many instances the
town has placed legal notices in newspapers to satisfy the
notification process. While legal notices are a means of
informing the public, they should not take the place of per-
sonal notification of those who would be impacted by any
proposed action. The New York State Court of Appeals, in
declaring that the former real estate tax collection enforce-
ment provisions of the Nassau County Administrative Code,
which failed to provide property owners with actual notice
of tax lien sales, violated the constitutional guarantee of due
process of law. The Court concluded: “..where the interest
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of a property owner will be substantially affected by an act
of government, and where the owner’s name and address are
known, due process requires that actual notice be given.”

The town, based on concerns the decision could impact
on a large number of upzones throughout the town in the
past, has vowed to appeal the decision. We hope, and be-
lieve, Judge Gowan’s decision will be upheld. We think the
town appeal is a waste of taxpayers’ dollars that should be
put to better use.

Giving any governmental officials or municipality an
opportunity to bypass full notification prior to acting is
treading on mighty dangerous grounds. Think of the ramifi-
cations. Are you willing to give officials an opportunity to
try to slip something affecting your property through with-
out giving you personal notification? Are you willing to gam-
ble your property, or your home, on the hopes you will
halppen to see a published legal notice? Do you read every le-
gal notice in every newspaper?

Legal notices serve an important purpose. They guar-
antee public notification for a host of important actions. But
they should never take the place of personal notification.
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